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Lord Bruce Presented 2022 Wallace Award from  
American Scottish Foundation 

By Donald Edward Bruce, FOBI President 
 

New York, New York, the city that never sleeps, was the site of the 2022 Wallace 
Award Dinner.  Lord Bruce was this year’s recipient of the Wallace Award, presented 
by the American-Scottish Foundation. The event was held at the University Club of 
New York in midtown Manhattan on Friday, September 30, 2022.  Unfortunately, Lord 
Bruce was unable to attend due to a visa issue.   

 The evening was a formal dress affair, with many in black tie, many others in 
tartan trews, and many of us in our formal kilt wear.  Ladies were in long evening 
gowns or formal dresses.  Throughout the evening there was a silent auction to raise 
funds for the foundation.    The Family of Bruce International Board of Directors  

         
        Thomas Allen Bruce and Donald Edward Bruce accepting 
                       the Wallace Award for Charles, Lord Bruce 

donated a bottle of 
Macallan Rare Black Cask 
Whisky for the auction.  
Attendees representing the 
Family of Bruce were myself 
and my wife, Kathy; Allen 
Bruce, Lieutenant to the 
Chief; Robert Bruce, Vice 
President; Polly Bruce Tilford, 
Secretary, and her husband 
John Tilford; and Rodney 
Bruce, Operations Officer, 
and his wife, Gerda Kints.  
We were joined by member 
Julian Bell and his two lovely 
daughters, who all reside in 
New York City. 
 
Continued on page 3 
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President’s Message 
 
Dear Family — 

      I hope this issue of the Blue Lion finds you all 
well and getting ready for the upcoming holidays!  
As you know, the Family of Bruce International 
Annual General Meeting took place at The Stone 
Mountain Highland Games at Stone Mountain 
Georgia on Saturday, October 15.  That meeting’s 
proceedings are described fully elsewhere in this 
issue.  The games and the AGM went very well 
and I was honored to be reelected to another 
term as president.  Also reelected were Robert 
Bruce as Vice-President and Bob Bruce as Director 
at Large.   
         The games were well attended and the 
weather   very warm and beautiful—at least that is 
what I am told.  For the first time in 18 years, I was 
not present for them.  Kathy and I were on a 
wonderful trip to Europe at the time with my sister 
and brother-in-law.  It was a great time to travel, 
but I really regret missing the Stone Mountain 
Games, as they are truly a wonderful experience 
that I love sharing with my extended Bruce family.  
I am now really looking forward to getting back 
there in 2023.   The photo below is from Bamberg 
Germany, taken on the day of the AGM.  
Bamberg is a beautiful German town famous for its 
Smokey beer, so called because the malted 
barley it is made with is slightly charred.  I was 
skeptical, but actually really liked it. 

          

  
 
 
I want to again thank Marty and Suzanne Bruce 
for hosting the tent at Stone Mountain and 
everyone else who covered for me in my 
absence.  
 As I have indicated in previous essays, 
planning continues for the Bruce Family gathering 
in Scotland in 2024.  In October we were able to 
engage the services of a tour planner whom I am 
very excited to work with.  Her name is Janet 
Robertson, and her business is called Thistle Dubh.  
She works and lives in Colorado and has been 
planning tours to Scotland for clans and others for 
over 20 years.  She is a native of Scotland who 
grew up near the Dunfermline area where our 
gathering will be centered.  She comes highly 
recommended, having recently done tours for 
Clan MacFarlane, Clan Rose, and Clan Forbes.  
We are also trying to confirm definite dates with 
Lord Bruce.  It looks as though the dates that we 
will be working with will be Tuesday, June 11, 2024, 
to Saturday, June 15.  We will be looking at various 
events and excursions for those dates, with the 
2024 AGM at Broomhall happening on 
Wednesday, June 12.  But, for now, these are 
TENTATIVE.  As always, as plans develop, we will 
keep you posted.  Costs for those attending will 
become clearer as the plans become firmer.  But 
we are working hard to make it an affordable trip 
for families.     
 Finally, it was a great honor for myself and 
Allen Bruce to accept the Wallace Award on 
behalf of Lord Bruce in New York City on 
September 30.  That event is also covered in depth 
elsewhere in this issue.  It was a memorable event 
and a great and well-deserved honor bestowed 
upon our future chief. It is very good to know that 
Lord Bruce is held in such high esteem by so many 
in the Scottish diaspora.  As I have said so many 
times before, we are truly blessed to have such a 
great chief in Lord Elgin, and comforted to know 
that, when the time comes, we will have yet 
another great chief in Lord Bruce.   
 I wish all of you a great and wonderful 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Years, and any other 
holiday you celebrate at this time of year!   
 
Yours aye, 
Don Bruce,  President 
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Wallace Award continued from page 1 
      

 
The event began at 6:30 with a social hour 

and whisky tasting, along with some very fine hors 
de oeuvres.  Dinner, prepared by Gary Maclean, 
Scotland’s National Chef, began at 8:00, with a 
main course of lamb chops.  Music accompanied 
dinner, and then the program commenced 
afterward.  I had the honor of participating in the 
whisky toasts and offered the toast to Scotland.  
Then, the award was presented by ASF president 
Kenneth Donnelly.  Lord Bruce was seen and 
heard in a pre-recorded video, which should be 
available soon on our website.  Then, Allen Bruce 
and I had the great honor of accepting the 
award on behalf of Lord Bruce.  Allen spoke of 
how deserving Lord Bruce was of the award, 
presented annually by the Foundation to an 
individual who has done much to support and 
spread the history, arts, and culture of Scotland to 
the world.  I spoke of the wonderful relationship 
our organization has with Lord Bruce, our chief 
Lord Elgin, and the entire family in Scotland, and 
how fortunate we are to be a part of such a great 
family.   

 The presentation was followed by dessert 
and dancing.  It was a wonderful event and 
evening, and Family of Bruce was treated so well.  
It was truly an honor to be there, but truly 
unfortunate that Lord Bruce could not attend.  But 
there is no doubt he is richly deserving of the 
award and Allen and I were very pleased to 
accept it on his behalf. 

 
 
FOBI attendees to the event:  Seated – Rodney & Gerda Bruce, 
Donald & Kathy Bruce.   Standing – John Tilford, Julian Bell and 

his daughters, Robert J. Bruce, Thomas Allen Bruce,  
and Polly Bruce Tilford 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Only a few of us can barely remember a time 
when Elizabeth II who was also Elizabeth I Queen 
of Scots was not Queen.   And then for even 
fewer, such as our Chief, Lord Elgin, who was a 
childhood friend and confidant of hers over the 
years.    

Her reign was very special for the world, UK, 
and especially Scotland.  Her ten days of 
mourning and farewell was most extraordinary.     

There was notable special meaning for  
Charles, Lord Bruce, and his brother Hon. Adam 
Bruce who both participated in the various 
memorial ceremonies in Edinburgh and London.   

Lord Bruce, as a member of the Royal 
Company of Archers participated in the 
ceremonies in Edinburgh on the Royal Mile as the 
proclamation was made by the Lord Lyon.   “It 
was an extraordinary experience to take part in 
the ceremonial programme in Edinburgh, mainly 
because the streets and public spaces are so 
narrow and restricted, it was possible literally to 
read the thoughts and feel the emotion of the 
crowd. This was very different from London.”   (See 
Page 9 for more insight from Lord Bruce of the 
events in Edinburgh and London.) 

Hon. Adam Bruce holds the office of the 
Marchmont Herald in the Court of the Lord Lyon.   
He participated in various events of the Queen’s 
funeral in Edinburgh and London.   Below is a 
photo of him on the left next to the Lord Lyon 
(right) who is reading the proclamation of King 
Charles III at the Mercat Cross in Edinburgh.    

 

 
 

Honouring Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II/Elizabeth Queen of Scots
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Central New York Scottish Games – 
Games Host/NY Commissioner  
Chip Compton 

Longbranch Park, Liverpool, New York   
August 13, 2022  
https://cnyscottishgames.org/  

I would consider this my "home" event and after a 
two year sabbatical, the attendance was the most I 
had ever witnessed at this event. It seemed as if the tent 
was never empty and people were beyond pleasant. 
Several applications were given out (hopefully they will 
join) and once again the Declaration of Arbroath t-shirt 
was a hit. I met many Bruces and their stories of family 
lineage and their path to finding it were enlightening. It 
was nice to connect with old friends and to make new 
ones. Next year is the 80th Annual Festival, Lord willing it 
will be an event for the record books. 

 

 
 
Scottish Highland Gathering and Games – 
Pleasanton – Games Host Gayle Bruce 
and N California Commissioner Joel Bruce 
 September 3 – 4, 2022    
https://www.carnifest.com/the-scottish-highland-
gathering-games-2022/  
   

It has been a somewhat lean season for the Bruces 
here in Northern California in our first season back from 
the pandemic.   Woodland was canceled, so we only 
had Monterey and Pleasanton and I regret that I was on 
the far side of the world this summer. Thus I missed 
Monterey and only made it back two days before the 
Pleasanton Games.  

Pleasanton was way too hot, and the clans turnout 
was the smallest I had ever seen there. As one might 
expect it was fairly mellow at the tent, but we still had 

 
 
 

prospective members swing by, who hadn’t visited us 
before, and in general the public seemed happy to see 
us back. We’re hoping that next year we will be able to 
return to doing our standard three games a year. A 
special thanks to the Games Host Gayle, not only for 
doing Monterey all by herself, but for bringing most of 
the needed energy for the Pleasanton Games 
as well.  

After a four month contract, laying in a ship up in 
Malaysia, over 30 hours of travel in four 
air ports, and then going straight from my flight to the 
Games, my energy level was very low, 
haha. 
Hope everyone has a happy holiday season! 
Yours aye,  
Joel Bruce – Northern California Commissioner 
 

 
Joel Bruce, Gayle Bruce, and Carol Bruce 

 
Capital District Scottish Games – Games 
Host/NY Commissioner Chip Compton 
Altamont Fairgrounds, 129 Grand Street, Altamont, 
New York 12009 
 September 3, 2022    
 https://scotgames.com/ 
 

Ahhh...the weather was perfect, warm with 
a gentle breeze. The turn out for these games looked 
average, until you went to the food court and the beer 
tent, then you realized how well attended it was. Again, 
a two year break from this event brought an element of 
surprise to Bruce attendees.  So much pleasure shared 
that FOBI was there, that many local Bruces volunteered 
to help next year. I am hopeful that many will join us 
and we can have a strong presence during the 
presentation of the clans for 2023. I have to admit that I 
personally was touched by the announcer's words "the 
Family of Bruce International, without whom we would 
not be the nation that we are".  I belted out our battle 
cry as best I could, with a response from the crowd and 
the Camerons next to me, it was uplifting and humbling 
all at once.  

2022 Games and Festivals  
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Chip Compton at the Capital District Games 

 
Covenanter Scottish Festival & Highland 
Games – Games Host/PA Commissioner 
Steve Cobaugh  
Quarryville, PA      September 10, 2022 
https://www.convenanterscottishfestival.com   

 The 9th annual Covenanter Scottish Festival and 
Highland Games were held on September 10 and 11, 
2022 in Quarryville, Pennsylvania, just south of Lancaster. 
A record-setting crowd of 6.000 attended the event, 
including their largest athlete turnout, was joined by 14 
clans/families and two Celtic societies -- also a record 
for this festival.  

     A particular highlight for the Family of Bruce was 
the receipt of the award for "Best Clan" by the event 
organizer, who cited FOBI for its "high quality of visual 
presentation and professional appearance." They also 
had received many positive comments regarding 
public interaction and engagement with visitors at the 
Bruce tent. This was the first award for FOBI in 
Pennsylvania in the past several years. "Although 
receiving awards is never the reason behind promoting 
the name and Family of Bruce," said Stephen M. 
Cobaugh, FOBI Pennsylvania Commissioner, "it's nice to 
gain recognition within the Scottish games 
community."    

      

 
 
 

 
FOBI members Timothy Bruce and son, Aiden, at the Bruce tent. 
 
Middle TN Games – Games Host Joseph 
Ryan Bruce 
 Sanders Ferry Park, Henderson, TN 
 September 10 – 11, 2022    
https://www.midtenngames.com/  
 

All who attended enjoyed the new venue!! 

   
 
Columbus Scottish Festival – Games Host 
Polly Bruce Tilford 

Bartholomew County Fairgrounds, 750 W 
200 S, Columbus, IN 47201 

 September 10 – 11, 2022    
 https://scottishfestival.org  
 

John & Polly Bruce Tilford, with the help of Linda 
Bucklin, set up at the Columbus, IN Scottish Festival on 
September 10 & 11.  We introduced a new backsplash 
to our site (picture here below).   

We had a surprise visit from the descendants of 
Bruceville, IN. (picture below) The FOBI members of this 
group live in Southern Florida and attend the Ft. 
Lauderdale Scottish Games.  

Off to the left of this picture is Linda Bucklin.  FOBI 
members also in attendance this weekend were Larry 
Bruce, Maxine Preuett and Janice Fontenot.    
 

2022 Games and Festivals (continued)

Donna McCool, 
Coordinator and 
Treasurer of the Octorara 
Covenanter Presbyterian 
Foundation, presents the 
"Best Clan" award to 
Steve Cobaugh, FOBI 
Pennsylvania 
Commissioner. 
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New Broomhall backdrop with Polly & John Tilford 

 
Niagara Celtic Festival – Games Host/NY 
Commissioner Chip Compton 

Niagara County Fairgrounds, Lockport, 
New York    September 17 – 18, 2022    
 https://niagaraceltic.com/ 
We had a great weekend for weather and a 

moderate turn out, at least in the clan village….  overall 
a success.  

Several people requested more information on 
FOBI and took applications. I hope the family  grows 
and we see more turn out for next season. 

Peace to all. 

 

 
 
 
Oklahoma Scottish Festival – Games 
Host/Oklahoma Commissioner MarLo 
Alexander 

Broken Arrow Event Complex, 21101 E 101st 
St, Broken Arrow   September 17-18, 2022    
https://okscotfest.com/ 

 
MarLo, Bernie Sciezinski and wife Barbara 

Sciezinski, MarLo’s granddaughter Evelynn sitting on her 
mommy's lap(my daughter Sadie) and Austin Cerrera. 
We do enjoy being neighbors with you each year. Love 
you all! And thank you for another year to celebrate our 
heritage! 
 

 
 
 
Celtic Classic Festival – Games Host/PA 
Commissioner Steve Cobaugh 

Downtown Historic District, Bethlehem, PA  
September 24-25, 2022   
https://www.celticfest.org  

 

       The 35th annual Celtic Classic and Highland Games 
was held in downtown historic Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 
on September 23-25, 2022. This celebration of Celtic 
culture and heritage is one of the largest events of its 
kind in the eastern United States, according to the 
organizer -- Celtic Cultural Alliance.   The festival, which 
is still struggling to recover from the pandemic, had 
initially expected nearly a quarter-million visitors but -- for 
the first time since 2010 -- steady rain on Sunday had cut 
final attendance figures by more than half.      
 

     The Family of Bruce was among the 12 clans and 
societies present at the event, with FOBI volunteers 
Kimberly Bruce Leitenberger and husband Kevin of 
Etters, PA, joining Timothy Bruce and son Aiden of Troy, 
PA, to engage the public at the Bruce tent, along with 
FOBI PA Commissioner Steve Cobaugh. Several visitors 
with Bruce lineage discussed their respective family 
stories.     

2022 Games and Festivals (continued)
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The Bruce tent was a popular attraction in Celtic Heritage 
Hollow, especially to have a picture taken next to the Robert 
the Bruce standee with either a broadsword or battle axe 

 

Pennsylvania Renaissance Faire in 
Manheim, PA on October 8-9 
Steve Cobaugh 

 

The Family of Bruce continued our successful run of 
presence at Scottish festivals in eastern Pennsylvania, 
with a final appearance of the Bruce tent at the first-
ever Celtic-themed weekend at the Pennsylvania 
Renaissance Faire on October 8 and 9.  

A popular draw at the Bruce tent was a hand-
crafted replica of Robert the Bruce's battle axe that was 
forged in Ukraine, based on photos from the famous 
statue at the Battle of Bannockburn.  This joined a 
replica of the Bruce broadsword, which visitors enjoy 
having their photo taken with. Another conversation 
piece was a map showing where Scots and Scotch-Irish 
settled in the American colonies. Some additional new 
display items are planned for the future.  

 
Guests visiting the tent 

 

Stone Mountain Highland Games – 
Games Host Marty Bruce 

Stone Mountain Park, Stone Mountain, 
Georgia  October 14 – 16, 2022    
http://www.smhg.org/  

 
 It was a beautiful Georgia weekend for the 50th 

Annual Stone Mountain Highland Games!   A childen’s  

 
 
 

table set up just outside the front of the tent which 
featured Robert the Bruce and the spider story was very 
popular!  Inside and outside the tent visitors came to 
look at the various historical displays depicting Arbroath, 
famous Bruces,   King Robert’s key lieutenants at 
Bannockburn, and many handouts and other historical 
information.     
    Saturday was very busy since it was the 50th 
anniversary of the SMHG as well as the first time more 
people were out and about more openly after the 
pandemic.   The AGM was held (see pages 8-10 for 
detail).    Saturday night the annual Bruce dinner was at 
a local Italian restaurant! 
     On Sunday, a special visit was made by Donald 
MacLaren of MacLaren with greetings to us from Lord 
Bruce!   Donald MacLaren was the 2022 Stone Mountain 
Guest of Honour as well as the current Convenor of the 
Standing Council of Scottish Chiefs.   He especially liked 
that we referred to ourselves as a Family rather than a 
Clan.   
      The Bruces marched in the parade of tartans and 
gave a great showing as well as also participating in the 
Kilted Mile event.    

   
 

 
Kilted mile participants!   L-R:  Eric Harp, Polly Bruce Tilford, 

Gerald Cousins, Robert Bruce, Suzanne Bruce, Marty Bruce – 
Games Host, and John Tilford

2022 Games and Festivals (continued)

L-R:   
Rozemieke Bruce, 
Rodney Bruce, 
Robert Bruce,  
Allen Bruce,  
Richard Bruce,  
Polly Bruce Tilford, 
Andrea Bruce, 
Donald MacLaren of 
MacLaren,  
Deb Bruce Gottlieb, 
Gerald Cousins, and 
Eric Harp 
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Summary of the AGM Meeting: 
 
Call to order –  
Robert Bruce, Vice-President, welcomed all to Family of 
Bruce International’s 18th AGM. He presided over the 
meeting in place of Don Bruce, President, who was not 
able to attend. There were sixteen present which 
represented seven states. Robert had FOBI’s officers; 
present, to introduce themselves. Polly Bruce Tilford, 
National Secretary; Richard Bruce, High Commissioner 
through Lord Elgin; Deb Bruce Gottlieb, Treasurer/Blue 
Lion editor; Rodney Bruce, Operational Officer; Allen 
Bruce, Lieutenant to the Chief. The games hosts 
attending the AGM were Eric Harp of Florida; Gerald 
Cousins of Virginia; Polly Bruce Tilford of Indiana. 
Back at the tent site was Marty Bruce of Georgia. 
 
Greetings from Lord Elgin & his Lieutenant 
Thomas Allen Bruce read the greetings from Charles, 
Lord Bruce:  

“Dear Officers and Members of the Family of 
Bruce International. My parents join me in wishing 
you a very congenial Annual General Meeting at the 
50th anniversary Highland Games in the shadow of 
Stone Mountain. May you be fulfilled in conducting 
all your business today. I am sorry that I’m unable to 
be with you to take part in the anniversary gathering 
this weekend, but I have asked Donald McLaren of 
McLaren, Convenor of the Standing Council of 
Scottish Chiefs, who will be acting as Chief of the 
Gathering, to convey greetings to you in person, on 
our behalf. 

The Fall has arrived in Fife in vivid plumage this 
year, marking the end of a very successful season for 
opening Broomhall House as an international travel 
destination. Several organisations from the United 
States booked tours with us this year, including the 
College of William and Mary, led by the President 
Katherine Rowe, and the US Garden Society. In 
addition to dozens of private groups, we hosted 15 
cruise ship parties, almost entirely made up of 
American visitors. I hope that some of our guests 
applied to join FOBI when they returned to the US 
after their Scottish vacation! 

This has been a year of great commemorative 
occasions in which my brother Adam and I have 
been privileged to take part. The most memorable 
and moving series of events occurred over five long 
days in early September when Scotland bid farewell 
to Queen Elizabeth, as Queen of Scots. Her death at 
Balmoral Castle marked the first demise of a 
monarch in Scotland for 480 years – the first since 
James V died in 1542, the father of Mary Queen of 
Scots.   As a member of the Royal Company of 
Archers, I took part in the Escort to the Proclamation 
of Charles III at the Mercat Cross in Edinburgh, while  

 
 

Adam attended as Marchmont Herald, and then 
continued to London to take part in the remaining six 
days of State ceremonies.  Only last week I took part 
in the first official engagement of the new reign, by 
giving HM King Charles and The Queen Consort a 
guided tour of the tomb of Robert the Bruce in 
Dunfermline Abbey. They were visiting Fife in order to 
confer City status on Dunfermline and to 
commemorate the 950th anniversary of the 
consecration of the Abbey. This weekend Adam is in 
Yorkshire marking the 700th anniversary of the Battle 
of Byland, the last military victory of King Robert’s 
reign when he physically led his army into battle. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Don 
and Allen and everyone who attended the 
American Scottish Foundation dinner at the end of 
September. I hope you had a wonderful time in New 
York but I also hope that you left the other dinner 
guests in no illusion about the nature of your 
commitment to FOBI, and all the activities you 
undertake to ensure that as one of Scotland’s oldest 
and most distinguished families, that we are well 
represented throughout North America. It is a huge 
source of pride to us in Scotland that all of you here 
today are prepared to volunteer your time and 
energy in this cause. When you all return home after 
the Games, I hope that we can resume working 
together for the Scottish Visit in 2024.” 
With very best wishes, 
Slainte, 
Charles 
 

Greetings from the High Commissioner 
Richard Bruce reported that his position, High 
Commissioner, was appointed to him by Lord Elgin in 
2005. Richard appoints the commissioners in different 
spots in this country. Richard also mentioned that 
Rodney Bruce, Operations Officer, overseas the games 
with the commissioner. 
 
Reports: 
The Secretary’s Report – Polly Bruce Tilford reported 
that her Secretary report covers October 1, 2021- 
October 1, 2022.    FOBI now has 342 members of which 
150 are life members.    Robert Bruce is also website 
coordinator. He noted that in 2019, FOBI had four 
regular members apply; in 2020, there had been twelve 
regular members apply plus three life members; in 2021, 
there had been thirty-nine regular members apply and 
three life members and in 2022 by October 1st, FOBI had 
forty-two regular members and four life members apply.  
 
First timers to FOBI’s AGM were Eric Harp from Florida, 
Robert Bruce from Louisiana and Kimberly Bruce from 
South Carolina.  
 

2022 Annual General Meeting – October 15, 2022 
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Flowers of the Forest from this fiscal year were Rev. 
George Salley, Jr. of GA, Henry Moore, Sr. of AL, 
Rochelle Randall of CA, James P. Bruce Reese of 
GA, Marion Louette Vaughn of GA, Don Reder of IN, 
Doris Peterson of KS, Betsy Stewart of KY, Lenore Stober 
of NM, George William Bruce of SC, Audrey C. P. Young 
of TX, Martha Tibbs of VA and Barbara Becker Bailey of 
Louisiana. It was mentioned that Bonnie and Steve 
Bruce’s daughter-in-law was taken off life support 
recently. A motion to accept the Secretary’s report from 
2021 AGM was made by Rodney Bruce, seconded by 
Ralph Bruce with all saying Aye. 
 

The Treasurer’s Report – Deb Bruce Gottlieb  
October 16, 2021 – October 15, 2022.  
Closing Balance (Oct. 16, 2021) was $47,564.25 which 
included Checking $13,441.04 and Savings $34,123.21. 
 Income from October 16, 2021-October 15, 2022 was 
$14,556.37 which included Life Membership Dues 
$1,680.62; Annual membership dues $4,416.29; 
Merchandise Sales $1,777.75; Gifts (Charitable Opns) 
$6,584.16; Interest Earned $2.70; Membership Dues for 
2023 $94.85.  
Expenses October 16, 2021-October 15, 2022 $12,170.16 
which included Bank Charges $92; Advertising $125; 
Blue Lion printing $1,116.38; Postage/Shipping $1,276.01; 
New Website $785.82; Merchandise Purchased $874.93; 
Charitable Operations Expenses $6,399.99 and Games 
and Festivals $1,500.03. Closing Balances October 15, 
2022 $49,374.60 of which Checking $13,620.68 and 
Savings $35,753.92.  
Current Checking Account October 15, 2022   
$13,620.68 of which Charitable Operations $8,662.68; 
Future Membership Dues 2023/2024 $94.85; Bruce Estate 
Tweed $992.45 and Current Available Checking 
$3,870.70.  
Detail breakdown for Charitable donations/expenses, 
Games, Advertising and Website October 16, 2021-
October 15, 2022    
 Charitable donations $6,584.16 which includes 

Individual donations $355.93; PayPal $3.23; Amazon 
$5; Bob Bruce $620 (donation to pay for ASF 
Program); Deceased members $1,850 and Wallace 
Award reimbursement $3,750 (from members 
attending event).  

 Charitable Expenses $6,399.99 which includes 
Scholarship $999.99; Highland Echos GMHG $200;  
ASF Wallace Award Table $3,750; Historic Scotland-
Clackmannan $500;  National Trust Scotland-Clan 
Partnership $250; CASSOC dues 2022-2023 $50 and 
ASF Program $650. 

 Games Expenses $1,500.03 which includes 2021 
SMHG Food $55.54; Grandfather Mt. Highland 
Games $325; SE Florida Games $103; Dunedin $95;  

  
  

 
Pleasanton $113.49; ScotFest $300; Mid TN Games 
$245 and 2022 Stone Mt Games $263.   

 Advertising $125 which includes COSCA $50 and 
Scottish Banner $75.  

 Current Website $785.82 which includes Website 
Plug-in $204.06; GoGeek Hosting $479.88; SG Site 
Scanner $59.88 and Spam Filtering $42.  

 

Robert reminded all that FOBI’s Scholarship is open now 
and will be closed at the end of November 2022. You 
need to be a member of FOBI to apply.    The Treasurer’s 
report was accepted. 
 
Operations Officer’s Report – 
Rodney Bruce 
This year there has been a full schedule of games. FOBI’s 
hosts in Pennsylvania, Stephen Cobaugh and Chip 
Compton, New York have hosted several games.  The 
three largest games in the US, FOBI had representatives 
this year: Grandfather Mt by Ginger Garner, Pleasanton, 
CA by Gayle and Joel Bruce and Stone Mountain, GA 
with Marty and Suzanne. A big thank you to all the other 
Games hosts who have worked so hard!!!  As Operations 
Officer, Rodney’s job is assisting game hosts and help 
with having a successful game. Polly and Deb assists by 
informing the game hosts which FOBI members live 
close to their games. Rodney and Richard work 
together in helping new game hosts by having 
someone familiar with hosting to help.  
 
The Blue Lion Editor’s Report –  
Deb Bruce Gottlieb 

The 16 page Blue Lion comes out four times a year 
(February, May, August, & November).  About 100 FOBI 
members receive it via USPS and the rest of the 
membership receives it via e-mail which saves money 
for FOBI.   Members are encouraged to provide input.   
Deb is open for feedback concerning the Blue Lion from 
members.    

Richard said after an event at Broomhall, Lord Elgin 
expressed to him that he would like to see, in the Blue 
Lion, how individual families came to the US from 
Scotland. This should be in a synopsis form.  

Robert said the Blue Lion takes a lot of effort that 
he appreciates Deb’s work. Not all clans/families have a 
newsletter. 
 

Charitable Operation Report –  
Robert J. Bruce 

Charitable Operations had been explained 
already by Deb in the Treasurer’s report.   The website 
has been used for people to reach out and see 
information on FOBI, an avenue to share stories and 
history.  Robert is open to any members that have 

2022 Annual General Meeting – October 15, 2022 (continued) 
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ideas for the website. This could include FOBI’s 2024 trip. 
Robert did say he was looking into having a map of 
Scotland available with Bruce sites to visit on the website 
for those going over in 2024. 
 
Election   
Richard Bruce handled the election. Those running are 
Donald E. Bruce for a two year term for President, Robert 
J. Bruce (Maryland) for a two year term for Vice-
President and Robert J. (Bob) Bruce (Colorado) for a 
one year term for At-Large. Richard mentioned a 
request for nominations was made in the May Blue Lion 
and that anyone who was interested in running for these 
offices could be nominated.  In the August Blue Lion, 
Don, Robert, and Bob were nominated.   He made a 
motion to accept Don Bruce as President, Robert Bruce 
(MD) as Vice-President and Bob Bruce (CO) as At-Large. 
This was seconded by Allen Bruce, Ralph Bruce and 
Rodney Bruce with all saying Aye. All three were 
reelected. 
 
President’s Remarks –  
Robert read Don’s President’s Remarks:  

“Greetings everyone and welcome to the 18th 
Annual General Meeting of Family of Bruce 
International. By now, the election will be taking 
place and I presume I have been reelected your 
President. If not, I will be in for quite a surprise when I 
get home! Thank you all for giving me another term 
as President. It is a great job to have and I truly enjoy 
it. Kathy and I are lucky to be traveling in Europe this 
fall, but I really wish I was there with you at Stone 
Mountain for the games. Other than the pandemic 
year, I have been there every year since 2004. This 
past year has been another good year for FOBI and I 
believe that the future of our family organization is 
bright. Since the last meeting, we have had several 
noteworthy accomplishments. We continue to 
improve our website, where most of our new 
membership comes from. Vice-President Robert has 
done a great job of keeping the site up to date and 
making improvements as needed. Games are back 
this year as, hopefully, COVID continues to wind 
down. As you could see in the most recent Blue Lion, 
there were many games’ reports, and we have had 
a number of them since then too. Between the 
website and the return of games, our membership 
continues to grow. We are over 340 family 
memberships now, which probably involves close to 
1000 people. Our finances are in good shape. We 
have begun the process of planning for the Family 
Gathering in June 2024. FOBI continues to invite your 
input into that process. As that gets closer, planning 
will get more specific and we will continue to share 
that with our membership. Just a couple of weeks  
 

 
 
 
ago, Allen and I accepted the 2022 Wallace award 
from the American-Scottish Foundation on behalf of  
Lord Bruce who unfortunately was not able to be 
present.   This prestigious award honored our future 
chief for his contributions to the support and spread 
of Scottish heritage, history and culture throughout 
the world, but especially here in America. This award 
speaks highly of our future chief, but also reflects very 
well on us, as we have had such a tremendous 
relationship with the family in Scotland. We truly are 
blessed to have Lord Elgin as our Chief for so many 
years. Remember, the 
purpose of our gathering in Scotland in 2024 is to 
celebrate his 100th birthday. We are also truly 
blessed to have as his heir, Lord Bruce, who will, 
when the time comes, be another great chief of our 
family. Again, thank you for attending, and for 
another term as president. I truly miss being at Stone 
Mountain this year, and I look forward to seeing you 
all in 2023”. 

 
There was a motion to adjourn the AGM by Rodney 
Bruce seconded by Robert Bruce with all saying Aye. 
 

 
Attendees to the AGM:    L-R:   Thomas Allen Bruce, 
Richard & Andrea Bruce, Ralph Bruce, Eric Harp, Rodney 
Bruce, Gerald Bruce, Marjory  & Robert Bruce, Kenneth 
Bruce, Kimberly Bruce, Kimberly Knightingale, Deb Bruce 
Gottlieb, and Polly Bruce Tilford.   Kneeling is Robert 
James Bruce, FOBI VP.    
 

 

 

2022 Annual General Meeting – October 15, 2022 (continued) 

Bruce Annual 
Dinner at 
Bambinelli’s Italian 
Restaurant! 
Left side:   Kimberly 
Knightingale and 
Eric Harp 
Right side:   Marty & 
Suzanne Bruce, 
Deb Bruce Gottlieb, 
Robert Bruce.   Far 
end of the table 
are the Rodney, 
Richard, and Ralph 
Bruces and family.   
Photo taken by 
John Tilford 
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Tributes & Recognition 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Royal Company of Archers 
https://www.kbgsrca.co.uk/ 

The Royal Company, as it is familiarly known, was 
founded in 1676 to encourage archery. The Royal 
Charter was granted by Queen Anne in 1704. The Royal 
Company was appointed as the Sovereign’s Personal 
Body Guard in Scotland in 1822. 

The Royal Company has been the Sovereign’s 
Personal Bodyguard in Scotland since that honour was 
conferred by King George IV in 1822. The Honourable 
Corps of Gentlemen at Arms, formed by King Henry VIII 
in 1509, and The Body Guard of the Yeomen of the 
Guard, formed by King Henry VII in 1485, attend the 
Sovereign elsewhere in the United Kingdom. The Royal 
Company undertakes duties at the request of The King 
at any State and ceremonial occasion in Scotland.  

Constituted in 1676 for the ‘purpose of 
encouraging the Noble and Useful Recreation of 
Archery’, The Royal Company received its Royal Charter 
from Queen Anne in 1704. Archery remains a principal 
activity to this day and the long bow is still carried by 
The Royal Company on ceremonial duties. Competitive 
shooting continues throughout the year either, 
depending on the season, in the Butts at Archers’ Hall or 
in the grounds of the Palace of Holyroodhouse. Pre-
dating the formation of The Royal Company, The  

 

 

Musselburgh Arrow has been competed for since at 
least 1603 and may well be the oldest sporting trophy in 
the world. 

The Royal Company’s charitable arm, The Royal 
Company of Archers’ Charitable Trust, is a Scottish 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation. It’s purpose is to 
‘carry out activities and to award donations and grants 
to benefit the arts and heritage, public participation in 
sport and recreational facilities, especially for the 
disabled including those who have served in the Armed 
Services in Scotland, together with the preservation of 
the heritage and culture of Scotland with a focus on 
aspects connected to its own history.’ 

 
Charles, Lord Bruce, and Hon. Adam Bruce, members of 

the Royal Company of Archers, in their  
ceremonial uniforms 

 

Flowers of the Forest
 

Moser Sutherland of California 

Michael White of Texas 

George Bull Salley, Jr. of Georgia 

Ricky Childers of Indiana 

Doris Peterson of Kansas 

Nancy Elizabeth Reed of Oklahoma 

Alice Pryor of Tennessee 

Helen Miles of Virginia 

His Majesty King Charles III at  
Dunfermline Abbey 

 
Charles, Lord Bruce with HM King Charles III and 

Camila, Queen Consort at the tomb of  
Robert the Bruce 

 

 
Photo courtesy of gettyimages 
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Membership Committee  
Polly Bruce Tilford 

 

       The Family of Bruce International warmly 
welcomes new members who have recently 
joined!!!    
 

“Ceud Mile Failte” 
(One hundred Thousand Welcomes in Scots Gaelic) 

 

New Members:    
Alabama – Sandra Kelley Adams 
California – Rebecca Bruce Serrato 
Canada – Denise Drebit 
Florida – Alan W. Bruce 
Georgia – Wayne Bruce, Julia Branch 
Indiana – John Bruce, Ricky Childers, Bonnie Wise 
Missouri – Sue Hosack 
New Mexico – Donald Roger Bruce 
North Carolina – Bryan Albertson, Wyatt Atkins 
Ohio – Jane Stowers 
South Carolina – Kimberly Bruce 
Texas – John H. Hayes 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scholarship Application  
Due date is November 30, 2022 

The FOBI Board is pleased to offer a 2022 Scholarship 
opportunity to FOBI members.   Here is what you all should 
know about this scholarship. 

One scholarship will be granted not more than once 
in a calendar year, and in 2022 will be in the amount of 
$1,000. The scholarship will be open only to members of the 
Family of Bruce International, which, because all of our  

 
 
 

memberships are family memberships, include both the 
primary member, spouse, and all children under the age of 
18.    Former family members now 18 years of age and older 
must have their own membership in order to make 
application. 

Applicants are required to submit a proposal for use of 
the funds in writing (not in an email), and with all significant 
details, to the FOBI Board, who, acting as a committee of 
the whole, will make the final decision as to who the 
successful applicant will be.  Application in writing must be 
made by November 30, 2022.   Scholarship funds may be 
used only for tuition and other institutional fees of an 
accredited college, university, or other established and 
trusted academic/cultural organization of high standing.   
Priority will be given to that applicant whose study is 
focused on, or is clearly linked with, Scottish history and 
culture, and particularly with the history and culture of the 
Family of Bruce.  Other academic ventures may also be 
considered.    

Regular reports to the FOBI Board, on the progress of 
their study will be required of successful applicants.  
Requirements Summary:   

 Former family members, now 18 years of age and 
older, must have their own membership in order to make 
application. 

 Application/proposal must be made in writing (no 
email) and received no later than November 30, 2022.   
Any application received after November 30 will not be 
considered. 

 Funds will be used only for tuition and other 
institutional fees of an accredited college, university, or 
other established and trusted academic/cultural 
organization of high standing and will be credited directly 
to that student’s account at that institution. 

FOBI Scholarship Background:   In May 2017, FOBI was 
proud to announce to the membership of Family of Bruce 
International, Inc, the establishment of a scholarship as part 
of the charitable operations of our organization.  For quite 
some time, our Board has been in discussion concerning 
the wider dissemination of the funds we have at hand 
which are designated for charitable work.  This is, of course, 
in line with our IRS identification as a 501c3 not for profit 
charitable organization.  The 1st scholarship was awarded in 
2017 to Mackenzie Bruce who graduated with a double 
masters in architecture at the University of Michigan.   In 
2018, two scholarships were awarded, one to MacKenzie 
Hafer who is an Anthropology student at the University of 
West Georgia, and another to Kyle Bruce Crow who is 
studying Veterinarian Medicine and Surgery at the 
University Of Glasgow, Scotland.   In 2019 to Heather Bruce 
who is studying Art at the University of San Francisco.  In 
2021, Kyle Bruce Crow qualified for the scholarship as a 
student at the University of Glasgow.   

 

Please mail your written proposal to: 
Polly Bruce Tilford – FOBI National Secretary 

5561 Earl Young Rd., 
Bloomington, IN  47408 

Committee Updates 

 

2023 Annual Member $25.00 Fee 
Reminder… 

Due –January 1, 2023 
Send a check made out to 

 Family of Bruce International   
c/o Polly Bruce Tilford,  
5561 Earl Young Rd., 

Bloomington, IN  47408 
Or 

PayPal –  
familyofbruceinternational@gmail.com 

Thank you! 
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Gifts and Merchandise!!!! 
  

 
Are you starting to think about gifts for your 
beloved Scottish family member or friend??   

Please see our inventory below!!! 
Also remember that  

memberships make great gifts!  
www.familyofbruceinternational.org/merchandise/   
You can order these items using the order 

form on the other side of page!!! 
 

BOOKS –  
 

The Elgins – 1766-1917 –  by Sydney Checkland.  
Period history of the Earls of Elgin, their families, 
and Broomhall.    $24.00 ($20 + $4 shipping) 
 

DVDs –  
The 700th Anniversary of The Enthronement of 
Robert Bruce.  The DVD contains footage of the events 
on Sunday, March 26, 2006.   You will hear the incredible 
music and an upfront view of the church service at St. 
John’s Kirk, and the Ceremony of Acclaim and events 
at Scone Palace. The DVD is approx. two hours long. 
$10.00.    
Bruce Family History – DVD and thumb drive version. 
Family of Bruce Video was produced in 1974 by our 
Chief, the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine to mark the 700th 
anniversary of the birth of King Robert I.   This is a very 
fine exposition of the history of our Family, and should be 
in the collection of every Bruce.    $10.00  
  SHIRTS –  
Green Bruce T-shirt with quote from the Declaration of 
Arbroath on the back.  Sizes Small to 3XL – $19.00 ($15 + 
$4 shipping per shirt) 

   
                    Front                                Back 
 
 Robert the Bruce King of Scots T-shirt 

 
 

 

    
 

 
 
Family of Bruce International Polo – with Crest 
 

    
 

Polo shirt in White, Black, or Gray. 
     Men’s Polo is button down 
     Specify Mens or Womens 

Adult –  Med, Large, XL, 2XL  $30.00  
               ($25 + $5 shipping per shirt) 
 

OTHER ITEMS –  
Face Mask in Bruce Tartan or Bruce Tweed green 
(not shown)    $18.00 including postage for each 

 
 

       
Adjustable Single     
      Strap Style 
Ordered  through the website or paper order form 
www.familyofbruceinternational.org website HOME 
Page and click on ORDER NOW or through the 
Order Form on the next page. 
 

         Tote Bag –  $21.00 ($18 +$3 shipping)  

 
                      Natural Color                                          

Bruce Badges/Pin –  
 

   $8.00  
($5 + $3 shipping per badge) 

T-Shirts with the Robert the Bruce – King of Scots 
screen printed on the front Black 

Sizes – Youth Med and Large  
              $24.00 ($20+$4  
 shipping per shirt) 
 
           Adult Small – XXX-Large   

 $26.00 ($22 + $4                       
 shipping per shirt) 
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Family of Bruce International USA – Merchandise Order Form 
 
Name:    
Address: 

ITEM QTY SIZE (if applicable) COLOR  
(if applicable) 

PRICE EACH SHIPPING 
EACH 

TOTAL EACH 
ITEM 

 
Green Arbroath T 
Shirt 
 

 Sizes available           
S – M – L – XL – XXL - 
XXXL 
Please separately list  

quantity and sizes 

 
Green 

 
$15.00 

 
$4.00 ea. 

 

Robert the Bruce 
King of Scots  

T-shirt 

 

 Sizes available:  
   Adult Small – 
Medium –        
   Large – XL – XX-
Large –  
   XXX-Large  
   Youth Med and 
Large 

 
Black 

 

 
 
Adult - 
$22.00 
 
Youth – 
$20.00 

 
 
$4.00 ea. 

 

Family of Bruce 
International 
Polo shirt with 
Crest  

 

 Men – button down 
Specify Men or 
Women 
 
Adult – Medium, 
Large, XL, 2XL 

 
White, Black Gray 

 
$25.00 

 
$5.00 ea. 

 

Tote Bag 
 

  
n/a 

 
Natural 

 
$18.00 

 
$3.00 

 

 
Books 

      

 
The Elgins   
1766 – 1917 

 

  
n/a 

 
n/a 

 

 
$20.00 
 

 
$4.00 
 

 

DVDs 
 
Bruce Family 
History 

 

  
        n/a 

 
n/a 

 
$10.00 DVD 
or thumb 
drive 
includes 
shipping 

  

700th Anniversary 
of the 
Enthronement of 
Robert Bruce 

  
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
$10.00 
Includes 
shipping 

  

Bruce Badge/Pin 
New Rectangle 

  
n/a

  
$ 5.00 

  
$3.00 

 

Face Mask   Bruce Modern 
Tartan or Tweed 

$18.00 
includes 
shipping 

-  

TOTAL $ AMOUNT INCLUDING SHIPPING  $           .00 
 

Please send an email to pollytilford@comcast.net to ensure the items desired are still available 
 

Merchandise can be ordered by sending this order form and a check payable to 
Family of Bruce International, Inc. to: 

 

Mrs. Polly Bruce Tilford  OR PayPal – familyofbruceinternational@gmaiil.com 
5561 Earl Young Road 
Bloomington, IN  47408  OR Via the website at www.familyofbruceinternational.org/merchandise/    
Telephone (812) 336-5574 
pollytilford@comcast.net  

 

Order through the  website or paper order form 
www.familyofbruceinternational.org  website 
HOME PAGE and click on ORDER NOW
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Commissioners 
 

Chief
 

The Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, KT, LLD, DLitt, DL, JP 
Broomhall, Dunfermline, Scotland 

Crest*:  A lion statant with tail extended Azure, armed and langued Gules. 
Arms*:  Or, a saltire and chief Gules, on a canton Argent a lion rampant Azure. 
Motto:  Fuimus – We have been. 

* The Crest and Arms belong to the Chief and can only be used by him.  Use of the Crest surrounded by a buckled belt is acceptable. 

Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors and Commissioners

Family of Bruce International is a non-profit organization established to create and promote kinship amongst its family members and to encourage 
interest in the Family of Bruce and its history.   Membership is open to persons interested in their Scottish heritage and especially those who qualify 
by surname, by descent, or by recognized septs:   Carlisle, Carruthers, Crosby, Randolph, and Stenhouse.  It is the only such organization 
recognized by the hereditary chief of the Name of Bruce, The Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine.   
 
Mission Statement:    To promote, honor, and preserve our Scottish and Bruce heritage by sponsoring activities, events, scholarships, and continual 
communication through the E-Magazine and website.  We will therefore, provide educational information, tributes to our history and ancestors, and 
thereby attract Bruces and Septs into the enjoyment and celebration of our familial relationships. 

Editor The
 Blue Lion – Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot 

Webmaster for familyofbruceinternational.org – Robert James Bruce 

 

 Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors 
President 

Donald E. Bruce,  
FSA Scot 

1051 Eagle Ridge Trail 
Stillwater, MN    55082 

bruce1051@comcast.net 

Vice President 
 Robert James Bruce, FSA Scot 

504 Sudbury Rd. 
Linthicum, MD     

21090 
robertjamesbruce78@gmail.com 

Secretary 
Polly Bruce Tilford 

5561 Earl Young Rd., 
Bloomington, IN   

47408 
pollytilford@comcast.net  

Treasurer 
Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, 

FSA Scot 
1495 Jones Road 

Roswell, GA 30075 
debgottlieb@bellsouth.net  

Operations Officer 
Rodney Bruce  

500 Tussey Fork Rd. 
Greenup, KY    

41144 
gkints@juno.com  

President Emeritus 
William P. Bruce, FSA Scot 

5556 27th Ave., So. 
Minneapolis, MN 

55417-1934 
wbruceesq41@gmail.com  

At-Large Board Member 
Robert J. “Bob” Bruce 

1652 Glencoe 
Denver, CO    

80220 
bobbruce@RJBLAWYERLLC.com  

Lieutenant to the Chief 
Thomas Allen Bruce, FSA Scot 

519 Carrington Court 
Canton, GA    

30115 
tabruce@windstream.net 

High Commissioner  
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot 

83 Maxwehunt Rd 
Dahlonega, GA   

30533 
brucefsascot@yahoo.com 

Family of Bruce Commissioners 
 

 
High Commissioner 
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot 
83 Maxwehunt Rd 
Dahlonega, GA   30533 
 
 

Northern California 
Joel C. Bruce  
70 Summit Rd. 
Watsonville, CA   95076 
joel102506@yahoo.com  
 
 

Southern California 
Julie Goldsworth, FSA Scot 
14791 Athel Ave 
Irvine, CA 92606 
goldjulie@aol.com  
 

 

 
Colorado  
Robert J. Bruce 
1652 Glencoe 
Denver, CO   80220 
bobbruce@rjblawyerllc.com  
 
New York 
Chip Compton 
2323 Tully Farms Road 
LaFayette, NY  13084 
bruceofcny@gmail.com 
 
Northeast 
Vacant 
 

Oklahoma 
MarLo Alexander 
113 N. W. Ramblewood Rd. 
Bartlesville, OK  74003 
mcua1971@gmail.com  
 

 

 
 
Pennsylvania 
Stephen Cobaugh 
231 School Lane 
Elizabethtown, PA   17022 
smcobaugh@comcast.net 
 
Southeast 
Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot  
1495 Jones Road 
Roswell, GA  30075 
 

Texas 
Vizi Bruce Lange-Caldwell 
1656 Hamblen Rd. 
Kingwood, TX  77339-4023 
vizilange@gmail.com  
 

 
Upper Mid-West 
William P. Bruce, FSA Scot 
Minneapolis, MN    
       Deputy Commissioner  

Don Bruce, FSA Scot 
Stillwater, MN   55082 
 

Virginia 
Gerald Cousins, Sr. 
7329 Sedgemoor  Circle 
Mechanicsville, VA   23116 
4uskins57@gmail.com 
 
 
  
 

The role of Commissioner is not directly affiliated with Family of Bruce International.  It is a designation as a 
 Representative of the Name of Bruce as authorized by the Chief or under his delegated authority. 
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William Bruce’s Whispering in a Scottish Wind will resume in the February 2023 issue 
  

Inside St. Giles Cathedral in Edinburgh, His Majesty King Charles III, Prince Edward,  
Princess Anne, and Prince Andrew hold a vigil in honour of Queen Elizabeth II.    

As the monarch’s body guard in Scotland, members of the Royal Archers  
stand watch with heads respectfully bowed. 
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