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Charles, Lord Bruce 
To be Honored with the Wallace Award  
by the American-Scottish Foundation 

 
On September 30, 2022, at the University Club in New York City, Charles, Lord 

Bruce will be recognized for  his contribution to Scots Heritage, Arts, Culture, and 
Education!    

Some members of the FOBI Board will proudly be attending and have 
purchased a table for ten at the event.   If you wish to attend the event, you can 
purchase a ticket through https://americanscottishfoundation.com/events/2022-
wallace-event.html.      If you have any questions about FOBI attendance, you can 
contact Deb Bruce Gottlieb at debgottlieb@bellsouth.net!  

The Wallace Award was introduced in 1970 by the American-Scottish 
Foundation to recognize the extraordinary diversity of contributions Scots have 
made to the world.    The late Duncan A. Bruce was the first recipient of the award. 

 

�  
 

2024 Family of Bruce International Gathering in Scotland 
 

Planning is underway for the 2024 gathering of Bruces in Scotland!!! 
 

Have you sent in your interest in going and what you might want to see!!!    
Planning is underway and your input is requested!!! 

 
If you, as a member, are planning on going, please send your information to 

familyofbruceinternational@gmail.com! 
 

More to come as the planning process progresses! 
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President’s Message 
 
Dear Family — 
     Summer greetings everyone!  I hope you are 
having a good summer and are surviving some 
of the severe weather and nature events we 
have had this year. Severe flooding across the 
middle of the country, drought in the southwest, 
and heat everywhere has been a challenge.  
All we can do is make the best of it I guess.             
     Since the last Blue Lion, Kathy and I were 
fortunate to check off one of our bucket list 
items, a trip to Alaska.  We had originally 
planned to go in June of 2020, but my own 
health issues as well as Covid ended those 
plans. We rescheduled for 2022 and flew off to 
Fairbanks on May 23.  We did a land tour for 5 
days and then boarded a cruise ship to go from 
Whittier Alaska to Vancouver for 7 days.  We 
saw some amazing sights and places, including 
Denali, Kenai Peninsula, the Hubbard glacier, 
Glacier Bay National Park, and several stops at 
towns along the way.  The photo below is of us 
in front of Hubbard glacier. 

 
     The trip went wonderfully until the last day on 
the ship when I tested positive for Covid.  We 
needed a negative test to fly back from 
Vancouver, so we had to quarantine on the 
ship and sail back to Alaska.  Kathy also tested 
positive 2 days later.  We were finally able to fly 
home from Anchorage on June 12, 8 days later 
than we expected.  But we survived.  Both of us 
had what felt like a moderate cold. 
 After returning home, we got back into 
summer mode.  That is also when our games 
season started to pick up.  Games updates are 
later in this issue, but we are very pleased with 
the Family of Bruce return to Grandfather 
Mountain, North Carolina, in July.  Thank you to  

 
 
 
Ginger Garner and her helpers for taking on 
that huge task. We gained several new 
members as a result.  
 Our Minnesota games, which were held 
on August 6, was a great disappointment, such 
that we did not even attend.  This event has 
been snakebit by the weather for almost 20 
years.  As usual, we had a heavy, steady rain 
that morning (in the midst of a drought no less).  
We knew beforehand that the event was poorly 
planned in a poor location with an excessive 
entrance fee, so it was easy to decide that day 
to not go.  I wish we had a better event here in 
Minnesota, but the future for it looks dim. 
 The games at Stone Mountain are 
coming up again in October, which of course 
feature our Annual General Meeting.  Kathy 
and I will not be there this year due to other 
family travel plans.  I will miss it greatly as this is 
the first year since 2004 (except for the Covid 
cancellation) that I will not be there.   But I know 
it will still be a great event and Vice-President 
Robert Bruce will preside over the meeting and 
the tent very ably.  Marty and Suzanne Bruce 
and family will once again do a great job of 
setting up and hosting the tent.  If you can 
make it, please do.   
 This year marks an election for president, 
vice-president, and delegate-at-large to the 
board.  I am running for another term as your 
president and have been honored to serve in 
that role for the last 4 years. I hope you have 
been pleased with the work we have done over 
those 4 years in building on the legacy of the 
organization.  From the updated website to now 
planning for a family gathering in Scotland in 
2024, I think our future looks great! These can be 
tough times for social organizations such as ours, 
but we are doing well, I think.  Our membership 
keeps growing, and we have much more to do 
to make sure we survive and thrive into the 
future. I look forward to serving another term 
and I thank all of you for your continuing 
support.  Until next time!  
 
Yours aye, 
Don Bruce,  President 
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Special Broomhall Information 
 

 
A Message to the FOBI 

Membership about Broomhall 
 

 Broomhall is the estate, located in Fife, 
near Dunfermline, Scotland, that is the 
ancestral home of the Chief of the Name and 
Family of Bruce.  It is currently the private 
residence of Lord Andrew Elgin, 11th Earl of 
Elgin and 15th Earl of Kincardine, and Lady 
Victoria Elgin, and also to one of their 
daughters. 

 In addition to being a private 
residence, Broomhall is a commercial event 
center run by Lord Charles Bruce, heir to the 
Chief and Lady Elgin.  Lord Bruce has started 
and run this event business for several years in 
order to provide income to maintain the 
estate and keep it viable and in the hands of 
the family.  With the exception of the time of 
Covid, there have typically been 50 to 100 
events scheduled at Broomhall every year all 
of which are overseen by Lord Bruce.  Besides 
running the event center, Lord Bruce is also 
very busy with many other duties involved 
with being in line as Chief of a major clan 
type organization, his philanthropic 
endeavors, as well as other duties that go 
along with his position as a leader in Scotland. 

 The Chief, and now Lord Bruce, has 
had a very special and unique relationship 
with Family of Bruce International, as well as 
one of our organization’s forebears, Bruce 
International.  Lord Elgin authorized and 
endorsed the founding of Bruce International, 
and of our current organization as its 
successor.  We, as an organization, and as the 
Board of Directors of this organization, have 
done everything we can to foster and 
preserve that special relationship, and we 
want to continue to do so in the future.  

 The reason I lay this history out is 
because we have become aware of 
concerns that some members of this 
organization may be assuming that, because  

 
 
 

they are members, they automatically have 
special privileges when it comes to visiting 
Broomhall.  That has not been and is not the 
case.  Some members have over time 
developed a personal relationship with the 
family, but those numbers are very few.  Other 
than those having that kind of personal 
relationship, the time to visit and see 
Broomhall is when we have a group gathering 
there.  We did so in 2006 and 2014 at the 
invitation of the family.  We are now planning 
our own gathering there in 2024, with the 
blessing and approval of the family.  If you 
have the desire to see Broomhall, please join 
us for that gathering in 2024.   As an 
alternative, visit the Broomhall website to see 
photos and read about the estate. 

 If you choose to contact Broomhall 
directly through their website to request a visit 
or tour, understand that the tour would be 
scheduled based on Broomhall’s event 
calendar and you would need to pay the 
going rate for a tour.  If you are unable to 
accompany us in 2024 and would like to 
request some type of access to Broomhall 
other than as an event through their website, 
do it by contacting FOBI at 
familyofbruceinternational@gmail.com.   We 
will in turn contact the appropriate persons in 
the family and see if your request could be 
accommodated.  There can be no 
guarantee that it will be, it would depend 
entirely on Broomhall’s and Lord Bruce’s 
schedule, and may involve some costs.  Thank 
you for your cooperation with these protocols 
as we work for FOBI to continue to have that 
special relationship with our Chief and his 
family, and as we also to try to work for the 
benefit of our members.   

 
Yours aye, 

 
Don Bruce, FSA Scot 

President, Family of Bruce International 
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Cheyenne Celtic Festival – Games 
Host/Colorado Commissioner  Bob Bruce 

Lions Park - Dunbar Softball Field 
Cheyenne, WY  June 11, 2022    
https://www.facebook.com/CelticFestival    

Bob and Rachel Bruce started out the festival season on 
June 11-12 in Cheyenne, Wyoming at the Cheyenne 
Celtic Festival. It’s a small festival, but it’s clan-friendly. 
The highland athletics are played on the infield of the 
baseball field, and the clans and vendors are spread in 
the outfield. Bob and Rachel had a perfect view of both 
the games and the music tent. Cheyenne is known for 
being windy, but it was just breezy enough to take the 
edge off the heat. 

 
Bob and Rachel at the Cheyenne Bruce Tent 

 
 

 
 
 
Celtic Fling & Highland Games – Games 
Host/PA Commissioner Steve Cobaugh 

Pennsylvania Renaissance Faire Grounds, 
Manheim, PA     June 25-26, 2022    
http://www.parenfaire.com   
 

 The Family of Bruce International was among the 
dozen clans and societies that participated in the 42nd 
annual Celtic Fling and Highland Games held on the 
grounds of the Pennsylvania Renaissance Faire in 
Manheim on June 25 and 26. Hot weather failed to 
dampen the spirits of over 14,000 visitors who watched 
14 musical acts and interacted with over 100 vendors in 
the sprawling, medieval-themed wooded village.  

     The Bruce tent commanded the premiere spot, 
as spectators for the sanctioned highland games were 
greeted with our family banner when entering North 
America's largest jousting field. Three FOBI members 
were on hand to answer questions and talk to visitors 
about the history of our surname.   

     The most popular living history demonstration this 
year involved the longbow. Although mostly associated 
with the English for their renowned archery skills, this six-
foot weapon was in use in Scotland as early as 2000 BC 
according to some historians. The longbow may have 
been introduced to the British Isles by Viking invaders or 
its origins may have evolved organically. This mystery will 
probably remain elusive.  

     The Longbow was one of the most effective -- 
and deadly -- weapons in history before the advent of 
firearms. A skilled archer could hit a target 200 yards 
away. Patron Archery, which hosted demonstrations of 
skill and accuracy, also had amateur competitions 
among spectators. According to one of the 
announcers, users of modern bows find themselves 
challenged when faced with ancient counterparts. 
Longbows come with a unique feel and skillset that 
belies what appears to be a simple-to-use weapon. 
Also, most modern people don't possess the upper body 
power for the draw strength required of the most 
powerful ancient longbows.  

     Adding to the authenticity, Patron Archery 
handcrafts each of their bows and arrows from 
imported yew and other hardwoods from England. 
Each bow is coated with a special blend of oils based 
on Scottish documentation from 14h century records. 
Likewise, arrows are constructed using goose feathers, 
flint and silk thread, creating both a weapon and work 
of period art.  

2022 Games and Festivals   
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FOBI members Kimberly Bruce Leitenberger and husband Kevin 
 

   
          Bowman   Athlete 

 
Grandfather Mountain Highland Games – 
Games Host Ginger Garner 
 MacRae’s Meadow -  Linville, NC  

July 7 – 10, 2022   https://gmhg.org  
 

The 66th  Grandfather Mountain Highland Games 
was perhaps one of the most memorable on record, 
starting with the Scotland-like weather that drenched us 
for a portion of the weekend. Instead of dampening 
spirits, it elevated them. Everyone sported full regalia on 
Sunday for the Parade of the Tartans, and it was moving 
to see all the Clans stand proud and dignified, shoulder 
to shoulder, in the pouring rain, soaked to the bone.  

I truly believe the weather served to stoke our 
Scottish pride even more, and I was personally choked 
up to see my own son, 16 year old Michael, standing in 
the rain for his first Parade of the Tartans, proudly holding 
our Bruce Tartan flag alongside nearly 100 other Clan 
representatives. It was especially meaningful to see 
wide range of ages carrying flags, Michael’s age being 
the youngest, all the way up to 80 years old.  

At the Family of Bruce tent, we received incredible 
enthusiasm (not to mention perhaps one of the best tent 
locations on the field). As people entered McCrae 
Meadows, you could hear the excitement when they 
saw the Family of Bruce tent. Many times over the 
weekend I heard “Wow, the Bruces are here!” followed 
by them stopping in to read our history posters, take  

 
 
 
pictures beside them, and with us (my 3 children, and all 
the adults working the tent were “dressed to the nines” 
all weekend). Many times over, people shared their love 
of Scottish history and heritage with us, and curiosity 
about their own connection to the Bruce family.  

The crowds, as usual, were excellent, and the 
energy was palpable all weekend, even with the full-
fledged Highland weather. From Glenmorangie tastings 
to 9 yard kilt donning lessons to a visit from Duncan 
LaCroix from Outlander, it was heartwarming to see 
people celebrating Scottish heritage all across the 
meadows.  

I also want to extend deep gratitude to Deb Bruce 
Gottlieb, Rod Bruce, Steve Cobaugh and the Family of 
Bruce International for their help, support, and for 
welcoming me and my family into the Family of Bruce! 
We can’t wait for next year’s Games! 
Salinte mhath! 
     Ginger Garner (great granddaughter of Emily Bruce)  

 
L to R:   Ginger Garner and new member Gina Garner  

 

 
 

Games Host, family and visitors to the Bruce Tent including 
Marty and Suzanne Bruce (Stone Mountain Bruce Tent Hosts) 

2022 Games and Festivals  
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Ginger Garner and husband Jeff Jablonski representing the 

Bruces at the Sponsor Reception 
 

 
FOBI marching in the pouring rain in the tartan parade!  

 
 
Hammond Historical Museum Scottish 
Festival – Games Host/NY Commissioner 
Chip Compton 
1A North Main Street, Hammond, New York  13646    
 July 9, 2022   
https://www.hammondmuseum.com/scottish-
festival.html 
 

A rather small gathering of clans, but a worthy 
event anyway. Highland Games and cultural music 
were abundant and of course food and beverage. 
There were a good amount of local vendors for wares 
and such. The patrons of the event were friendly and 
open to gain information about the Family of Bruce, but 
also sought information about their own heritage.  

It was a great event to come back into the "circuit" 
with, after a 2 year break.  The hit of the tent for the 
Family of Bruce International was the green t-shirt. It 
seemed to be popular with the state of our world as a 
whole. 

 
 
 

 
Chip Compton with Kathy from Clan Lindsey 

 
Elizabeth Celtic Festival – Games 
Host/Colorado Commissioner Bob Bruce 

Casey Jones Park, Elizabeth, CO 
July 16 – 17, 2022    

https://www.elizabethcelticfest.org/  
Bob and Rachel Bruce at the Elizabeth Celtic 

Festival in Colorado. Rachel marched in the parade 
while Bob manned the tent. A tradition at this festival is 
that children carry little passports and ask for inked 
stamps from each clan tent. 
  

  
Rachel Bruce carrying the Bruce banner in the Tartan Parade! 

2022 Games and Festivals 
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Children visiting the Bruce tent to get their passports stamped!!! 

 
Monterey Scottish Games and Celtic 
Festival – Games Host – Gayle Bruce 
 Monterey County Fairgrounds, 2004 
Fairground Rd., Monterey, CA   93940 
 July 16 – 17, 2022    
https://www.montereycelticfest.com/   
 

The Monterey Scottish Games of California are 
back after a 2 year break. They are smaller games 
with about 30 clans and families attending, Along 
with all the Athletes, Bag Pipers, Living history and 
Dancers. It is quite a nice event to embrace our 
Scottish link.   The weather in Monterey has the 
feeling of Scotland, gray foggie damp mornings and 
afternoons, making it comfortable for wearing layers 
of wool.   The Bruce tents were busy with lots of folks 
learning Scottish history, and how the Bruce family 
participated, thru to our current family.   So many 
subjects to talk with folks about.   My personal 
highlight was seeing all of my extended Scottish 
family within the other clans, so many dear friends to 
embrace. It was a grand weekend! 
 Gayle Bruce 
 Northern California Games Host 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
FOBI members Stephanie Taylor and Gayle Bruce 

 
 

Colorado Scottish Festival – Games 
Host/Colorado Commissioner Bob Bruce 

Citizens Park,. Edgewater, CO   80214    
August 6 - 7 http://scottishgames.org/  
  

     The Colorado Scottish Festival was held this August 
after a 2 year pandemic hiatus. It gave all of the 
clans, families and societies In the area a place to 
reconnect and appreciate their friendship. A good 
time was had at the games by the Bruces, their dog 
and those interested in Scottish heritage. 
 

 
Milo Bruce guarding the tent and whisky!!! 

Good dog!!!

2022 Games and Festivals   
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2022 Proposed fobi Events 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Central New York Scottish Games – 
Games Host/NY Commissioner Chip 
Compton 

Longbranch Park, Liverpool,  
New York  13088    August 13, 2022  
 https://cnyscottishgames.org/  

 
Scottish Highland Gathering and Games – 
Pleasanton – Games Host Gayle Bruce 
and N California Commissioner Joel Bruce 
 September 3 – 4, 2022    
https://www.carnifest.com/the-scottish-highland-
gathering-games-2022/  
 
Capital District Scottish Games – Games 
Host/NY Commissioner Chip Compton 

Altamont Fairgrounds, 129 Grand Street, 
Altamont, New York 12009 

 September 3, 2022    
 https://scotgames.com/ 
 
Covenanter Scottish Festival & Highland 
Games – Games Host/PA Commissioner 
Steve Cobaugh  

Quarryville, PA  
September 10, 2022 
https://www.convenanterscottishfestival.c
om   

 
Middle TN Games – Games Host Joseph 
Ryan Bruce 
 Sanders Ferry Park, Henderson, TN 
 September 10 – 11, 2022    
https://www.midtenngames.com/  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Columbus Scottish Festival – Games Host 
Polly Bruce Tilford 

Bartholomew County Fairgrounds, 750 W 
200 S, Columbus, IN 47201 

 September 10 – 11, 2022    
 https://scottishfestival.org  
 
Niagara Celtic Festival – Games Host/NY 
Commissioner Chip Compton 

Niagara County Fairgrounds, Lockport, 
New York    September 17 – 18, 2022    
 https://niagaraceltic.com/ 

 
Oklahoma Scottish Festival – Games 
Host/Oklahoma Commissioner MarLo 
Alexander 

Broken Arrow Event Complex, 21101 E 101st 
St, Broken Arrow   September 17-18, 2022    
https://okscotfest.com/ 

 
Celtic Classic Festival – Games Host/PA 
Commissioner Steve Cobaugh 

Downtown historic district, Bethlehem, PA  
September 24-25, 2022   
https://www.celticfest.org   
 

Stone Mountain Highland Games – 
Games Host Marty Bruce 

Stone Mountain Park, Stone Mountain, 
Georgia 
October 14 – 16, 2022    
http://www.smhg.org/  
Annual General Meeting – 1pm Saturday 
October 15 
 

 

2022 Family of Bruce International Events – organized by date 
 

Please check the websites  for specific games before you attend to ensure the games are still on!!! 
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President Nomination 

Donald Bruce 
 

I have been married to my wife, Kathy, for 
over 4 decades and we live in Stillwater, MN, just 
east of St. Paul.  Stillwater is known as the 
birthplace of Minnesota.  We have 2 fine sons, 
Charles and Andrew, 2 lovely daughters-in-law, 
Shelby and Megan, and 4 wonderful grandsons, 
Hayden, Lachlan, Kai, and William.  I am a retired 
attorney.  I joined Bruce International in 2001 and 
have been a member of Family of Bruce 
International since its inception in 2005.  I became 
a life member shortly thereafter.  I was vice-
president of FOBI for 10 years before becoming 
president in 2018.  We have also been involved in 
our local Scottish community through the 
Minnesota Scottish Fair, the Twin Cities Scottish 
Club, and the St. Andrew’s Society of Minnesota 
(now disbanded).     My goals as president are to 
keep FOBI growing and keep it relevant to each 
member’s life during my tenure and beyond.  
 

 
 

Vice-President 
Robert James Bruce 

 
I have been a member of the Family of Bruce 
International since 2010. I served two terms as 
treasurer before taking over as vice-president 
in October 2018. In addition to my work with FOBI, I 
am treasurer of my local Lions Club chapter, 
and Board Chairman of the school board at the 
elementary school I attended as a child. I work 
full time for the Howard County Public School 
System as the Director of Procurement. My wife,  

 
 
 
Rachel and I have been married for 6 years and 
live in Linthicum, Maryland, with our dachshund, 
Abigail. My goal for FOBII is to find creative ways of 
sharing the family’s history to prospective 
members. 
 

 
 

The election of the President and Vice President shall be 
conducted on even numbered calendar years 

 

At-Large Board Member 
Robert J. Bruce 

   

Bob is a Colorado native and a corporate 
attorney focusing on real estate litigation and 
water law.  He was a Highland Dancing dad to his 
daughter, Heather.  He drove her to competitions 
in Colorado, Wyoming, Nebraska, New Mexico, 
Arizona, and Utah.  He led the Colorado Youth 
Pipe Band on their 2013 trip to Scotland and 
currently runs the Bruce tent in Colorado with his 
wife, Rachel.  He has served on non-profit boards 
in the fields of education, homelessness, and 
mental health. 
 

 
 

The election of the At-Large Member of the Board of  
Directors shall be conducted annually. 

2022 Officer Nominations 

 

Communication with 
members is important 
and we have 
facilitated that by 
rebuilding the website 
in 2019 and adding a 
Facebook page in 
2020, I hope you will 
help us continue to be 
a vibrant and 
important organization 
into the future. 
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Annual General Meeting Agenda: 
Family of Bruce International 

Saturday, October 15, 2022 1:00 pm EDT 
 

Call to order.    
General announcements and 
introductions. (Robert - VP) 
Welcome from the President. (Robert - VP)  
Greetings from Lord Elgin & his lieutenant. 
(Allen) 
Greetings from the High Commissioner. 
(Richard)  
 

Reports:  
a. The Secretary’s Report. (Polly) 
b. The Treasurer’s Report. (Deb) 
c. The Operations Officer’s Report- 

Games Season. (Rodney) 
d. The “Blue Lion” Editor’s Report. (Deb) 
e. The “Charitable Operations” Report. 

(Robert - VP) 
 

Election:   
Presided over by Richard Bruce 

President – two-year term –  
Donald E. Bruce 

Vice-President – two-year term –  
Robert J. Bruce (Maryland) 

At Large – one-year term –  
Robert J. (Bob) Bruce (Colorado) 

 

President’s remarks – Robert J. Bruce - VP 
Further business / input or questions from 
members 
Meeting adjourned until October 2023. 

 

 

Wedding Congratulations to  
Ian Bruce and Nour Majzoub 

 
FOBI Member Ian Bruce wedded Nour Majzoub 

in July in a small family ceremony in Lebanon and a 
week later in a small family ceremony in Boston, 
Massachusetts.  A larger event will be held in 
Lebanon in 2023.   Ian is the son of FOBI member 
David Bruce and the grandson of the late Thomas 
Bruce Jr. who was one of the founders of Bruce 
International!    Congratulations!!!! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 

 

2022 agm Agenda  

Flowers of  the Forest
 
 
 

 

Rev. Fr. George Bull Salley, Jr. of Savannah,  
       Georgia     1937 - August 10, 2022 

  Tributes & Recognition 

 



         
The Blue Lion – August 2022 

Page 11 of 16 

Whistling in a Scottish Wind #8 

 
Musings By William P. Bruce 

There are few things more beloved by the Scots 
themselves, and for those of us from the diaspora by 
implication, than pageantry, parade, costume and 
pipes – all focused on a historical event in the form of 
a modern day memorial.  All one need do is to go to 
“You Tube” and type in something like parade & 
pipes in the search line, and you will be taken to 
dozens of postings to satisfy your search.  For 
example, view the parade from Edinburgh Castle 
down the Royal Mile to Parliament as pipers, 
drummers and military units escort the Honours which 
mark the actual or virtual presence of the Queen (at 
least in spirit).  You could, of course, spend several 
days of your Scottish vacation exploring all of the 
nooks and crannies of Edinburgh’s “Royal Mile”.  It 
you did spend several days there you would, without 
doubt, be treated to the excitement of pipe bands & 
probably military units providing the spectacle of a 
march along that historic route – to the delight of 
both Edinburgh residents and several layers of  
tourists, and most of them cheering in unreserved joy 
at all of what they were hearing and seeing.  

Have you ever had the opportunity to visit Blair 
Castle?  I have, and found it to be a place where the 
love of a good show is evidenced on a regular basis.  
The castle itself is unique in that its huge and multi-
faceted entire structure is covered in white harling so 
that it really stands out in its natural context.  The 
grounds are extensive and well manicured, providing 
not only castle access, but parade grounds and 
gardens of great beauty and variety.  It is the 
ostensible home of the Duke of Atholl (though in fact 
he is a South African and comes “home” once a 
year to participate in ceremonies) and of the “Atholl 
Highlanders” – locals who today make up the purely 
ceremonial private army of that name.  They really 
get into the “spirit” of the ceremonies and use them 
as both historical instruction and great tourist draws 
which, of course, brings in a great deal of money to 
use in the castle’s preservation efforts.  Again, just 
google “Atholl Highlanders” and you will find much 
video evidence of their well deserved pride and 
accomplishment.  

Get onto You Tube and find the literally 
hundreds of postings which demonstrate the Scottish 
love of pageantry, parade, costume – and, of course 
the pipes and drums – set it up on the largest screen 
you have and turn the volume up on your speakers.  
Sit back and vicariously enjoy one of the traditional 
actives sure to make a Scotsman’s blood flow with 
ever more  pride and delight.    August, 2022   

Book Review 
 

 

Scotland Illustrated – A Book Review: 
Samuel G. Green, D. D. & Thomas Faulkner, 
SCOTLAND ILLUSTRATED, Hurst & Company, 
New York: 1886.  (Presumed date of original 
publication – American edition somewhat later.)      
     Once again a very old volume has come into my 
possession, a gift from a friend whose late wife had this 
book handed down to her from within her family of 
Scots ancestry.  It is very battered and worn, the pages 
yellowed and stained, and with broken spine, ostensibly 
from hard use over several generations.  Yet it is 
complete and well printed in both text and illustration.  I 
could not find a publication date for this copy printed 
anywhere in this edition, but a little research on Google 
produced an original date of publication as noted 
above.  A reprint of this volume is currently available. 
      The principal author, Dr. Green, was a very well 
known and respected Scottish clergyman in his day, 
and has to his credit several additional scholarly 
volumes of Biblical and theological interest.  His 
background very likely accounts for his 
dramatic/romantic/scholarly language which a person 
of today would find archaic and overly formal to the 
extreme.  Nonetheless, he has produced a narrative to 
accompany the pen and pencil drawings which form 
much of the content of this book, and involve the 
reader in what he was seeing and the impressions on 
him which guided his pen.  A rather cursory search for 
information about the artist was unsuccessful, a further 
search required.   
     Having traveled extensively in Scotland since 1999, I 
found it more than just interesting to see something of 
what the places I have visited looked like a hundred 
and twenty years ago or so – despite some obvious 
embellishments by the artist.  I was surprised to find that 
many are still recognizable and just as appealing as 
they were to Dr. Green all those years ago.  Others find 
themselves in new and often less than pristine contexts – 
but that is the way of things as time passes.   The author 
refers multiple times to the usefulness for the traveler of 
the Scottish railways, yet no images of a railway 
carriage or track grace the pages.  I wonder why.  Of 
course, those carriages and track would seem very 
primitive compared to what serves in these regions 
today.  Having traveled by train myself to many of the 
locations illustrated in this book, I concur with the 
authors conclusion as to the usefulness of the railway 
system. 
     Follow along with Dr. Green as he travels through the 
five regions of his designation and compare his insights 
to those you have from your own travels there.  It will be 
a rewarding experience. 
Reviewed by “Good  Old William”. 
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Membership Committee  
Polly Bruce Tilford 

 

       The Family of Bruce International warmly 
welcomes new members who have recently 
joined!!!    
 

“Ceud Mile Failte” 
(One hundred Thousand Welcomes in Scots Gaelic) 

 

New Members:    
Alabama – Mallie Steele and Robert Champion 
Florida – John R. Park Bruce 
Indiana – Linda Bruce Potter  
New York – Amy Tyo  
North Carolina – Gina Garner, Wyatt Arkins,  

Michelle Parris, Victoria France 
Nova Scotia – Stacy Thomas Randolph Bruce 
Ohio – Shaun Bruce 
South Carolina – Donald Bruce Salley 
Texas – Marcia Biggs 
Washington – Laurie Elizabeth Bruce 
 

2022 Family of Bruce International  
Scholarship Application  

Due date is November 30, 2022 
The FOBI Board is pleased to offer a 2022 

Scholarship opportunity to FOBI members.   Here is 
what you all should know about this scholarship. 

One scholarship will be granted not more 
than once in a calendar year, and in 2022 will be 
in the amount of $1,000. The scholarship will be 
open only to members of the Family of Bruce 
International, which, because all of our 
memberships are family memberships, include 
both the primary member, spouse, and all children 
under the age of 18.    Former family members 
now 18 years of age and older must have their 
own membership in order to make application. 

Applicants are required to submit a proposal 
for use of the funds in writing (not in an email), and 
with all significant details, to the FOBI Board, who, 
acting as a committee of the whole, will make the 
final decision as to who the successful applicant 
will be.  Application in writing must be made by 
November 30, 2022.   Scholarship funds may be  

 
 

used only for tuition and other institutional fees of 
an accredited college, university, or other 
established and trusted academic/cultural 
organization of high standing.   Priority will be 
given to that applicant whose study is focused on, 
or is clearly linked with, Scottish history and culture, 
and particularly with the history and culture of the 
Family of Bruce.  Other academic ventures may 
also be considered.    

Regular reports to the FOBI Board, on the 
progress of their study will be required of successful 
applicants.  
Requirements Summary:   

 Former family members, now 18 years of 
age and older, must have their own membership 
in order to make application. 

 Application/proposal must be made in 
writing (no email) and received no later than 
November 30, 2022.   Any application received 
after November 30 will not be considered. 

 Funds will be used only for tuition and other 
institutional fees of an accredited college, 
university, or other established and trusted 
academic/cultural organization of high standing 
and will be credited directly to that student’s 
account at that institution. 

FOBI Scholarship Background:   In May 2017, 
FOBI was proud to announce to the membership of 
Family of Bruce International, Inc, the establishment 
of a scholarship as part of the charitable operations 
of our organization.  For quite some time, our Board 
has been in discussion concerning the wider 
dissemination of the funds we have at hand which 
are designated for charitable work.  This is, of course, 
in line with our IRS identification as a 501c3 not for 
profit charitable organization.  The 1st scholarship was 
awarded in 2017 to Mackenzie Bruce who 
graduated with a double masters in architecture at 
the University of Michigan.   In 2018, two scholarships 
were awarded, one to MacKenzie Hafer who is an 
Anthropology student at the University of West 
Georgia, and another to Kyle Bruce Crow who is 
studying Veterinarian Medicine and Surgery at the 
University Of Glasgow, Scotland.   In 2019 to Heather 
Bruce who is studying Art at the University of San 
Francisco.  In 2021, Kyle Bruce Crow qualified for the 
scholarship as a student at the University of Glasgow.   

 

Please mail your written proposal to: 
Polly Bruce Tilford – FOBI National Secretary 

5561 Earl Young Rd., 
Bloomington, IN  47408 

Committee Updates 
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Gifts and Merchandise!!!! 
  

 
Are you starting to think about gifts for your 
beloved Scottish family member or friend??   

Please see our inventory below!!! 
Also remember that  

memberships make great gifts!  
www.familyofbruceinternational.org/merchandise/   
You can order these items using the order 

form on the other side of page!!! 
 

BOOKS –  
 

The Elgins – 1766-1917 –  by Sydney Checkland.  
Period history of the Earls of Elgin, their families, 
and Broomhall.    $24.00 ($20 + $4 shipping) 
 

DVDs –  
The 700th Anniversary of The Enthronement of 
Robert Bruce.  The DVD contains footage of the events 
on Sunday, March 26, 2006.   You will hear the incredible 
music and an upfront view of the church service at St. 
John’s Kirk, and the Ceremony of Acclaim and events 
at Scone Palace. The DVD is approx. two hours long. 
$10.00.    
Bruce Family History – DVD and thumb drive version. 
Family of Bruce Video was produced in 1974 by our 
Chief, the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine to mark the 700th 
anniversary of the birth of King Robert I.   This is a very 
fine exposition of the history of our Family, and should be 
in the collection of every Bruce.    $10.00  
  SHIRTS –  
Green Bruce T-shirt with quote from the Declaration of 
Arbroath on the back.  Sizes Small to 3XL – $19.00 ($15 + 
$4 shipping per shirt) 

   
                    Front                                Back 
 
 Robert the Bruce King of Scots T-shirt 

 
 

 

    
 

 
 
Family of Bruce International Polo – with Crest 
 

    
 

Polo shirt in White, Black, or Gray. 
     Men’s Polo is button down 
     Specify Mens or Womens 

Adult –  Med, Large, XL, 2XL  $30.00  
               ($25 + $5 shipping per shirt) 
 

OTHER ITEMS –  
Face Mask in Bruce Tartan or Bruce Tweed green 
(not shown)    $18.00 including postage for each 

 
 

       
Adjustable Single     
      Strap Style 
Ordered  through the website or paper order form 
www.familyofbruceinternational.org website HOME 
Page and click on ORDER NOW or through the 
Order Form on the next page. 
 

         Tote Bag –  $21.00 ($18 +$3 shipping)  

 
                      Natural Color                                          

Bruce Badges/Pin –  
 

   $8.00  
($5 + $3 shipping per badge) 

T-Shirts with the Robert the Bruce – King of Scots 
screen printed on the front Black 

Sizes – Youth Med and Large  
              $24.00 ($20+$4  
 shipping per shirt) 
 
           Adult Small – XXX-Large   

 $26.00 ($22 + $4                       
 shipping per shirt) 
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Family of Bruce International USA – Merchandise Order Form 
 
Name:    
Address: 

ITEM QTY SIZE (if applicable) COLOR  
(if applicable) 

PRICE EACH SHIPPING 
EACH 

TOTAL EACH 
ITEM 

 
Green Arbroath T 
Shirt 
 

 Sizes available           
S – M – L – XL – XXL - 
XXXL 
Please separately list  

quantity and sizes 

 
Green 

 
$15.00 

 
$4.00 ea. 

 

Robert the Bruce 
King of Scots  

T-shirt 

 

 Sizes available:  
   Adult Small – 
Medium –        
   Large – XL – XX-
Large –  
   XXX-Large  
   Youth Med and 
Large 

 
Black 

 

 
 
Adult - 
$22.00 
 
Youth – 
$20.00 

 
 
$4.00 ea. 

 

Family of Bruce 
International 
Polo shirt with 
Crest  

 

 Men – button down 
Specify Men or 
Women 
 
Adult – Medium, 
Large, XL, 2XL 

 
White, Black Gray 

 
$25.00 

 
$5.00 ea. 

 

Tote Bag 
 

  
n/a 

 
Natural 

 
$18.00 

 
$3.00 

 

 
Books 

      

 
The Elgins   
1766 – 1917 

 

  
n/a 

 
n/a 

 

 
$20.00 
 

 
$4.00 
 

 

DVDs 
 
Bruce Family 
History 

 

  
        n/a 

 
n/a 

 
$10.00 DVD 
or thumb 
drive 
includes 
shipping 

  

700th Anniversary 
of the 
Enthronement of 
Robert Bruce 

  
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
$10.00 
Includes 
shipping 

  

Bruce Badge/Pin 
New Rectangle 

  
n/a

  
$ 5.00 

  
$3.00 

 

Face Mask   Bruce Modern 
Tartan or Tweed 

$18.00 
includes 
shipping 

-  

TOTAL $ AMOUNT INCLUDING SHIPPING  $           .00 
 

Please send an email to pollytilford@comcast.net to ensure the items desired are still available 
 

Merchandise can be ordered by sending this order form and a check payable to 
Family of Bruce International, Inc. to: 

 

Mrs. Polly Bruce Tilford  OR PayPal – familyofbruceinternational@gmaiil.com 
5561 Earl Young Road 
Bloomington, IN  47408  OR Via the website at www.familyofbruceinternational.org/merchandise/    
Telephone (812) 336-5574 
pollytilford@comcast.net  

 

Order through the  website or paper order form 
www.familyofbruceinternational.org  website 
HOME PAGE and click on ORDER NOW
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Commissioners 
 

Chief
 

The Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, KT, LLD, DLitt, DL, JP 
Broomhall, Dunfermline, Scotland 

Crest*:  A lion statant with tail extended Azure, armed and langued Gules. 
Arms*:  Or, a saltire and chief Gules, on a canton Argent a lion rampant Azure. 
Motto:  Fuimus – We have been. 

* The Crest and Arms belong to the Chief and can only be used by him.  Use of the Crest surrounded by a buckled belt is acceptable. 

Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors and Commissioners

Family of Bruce International is a non-profit organization established to create and promote kinship amongst its family members and to encourage 
interest in the Family of Bruce and its history.   Membership is open to persons interested in their Scottish heritage and especially those who qualify 
by surname, by descent, or by recognized septs:   Carlisle, Carruthers, Crosby, Randolph, and Stenhouse.  It is the only such organization 
recognized by the hereditary chief of the Name of Bruce, The Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine.   
 
Mission Statement:    To promote, honor, and preserve our Scottish and Bruce heritage by sponsoring activities, events, scholarships, and continual 
communication through the E-Magazine and website.  We will therefore, provide educational information, tributes to our history and ancestors, and 
thereby attract Bruces and Septs into the enjoyment and celebration of our familial relationships. 

Editor The
 Blue Lion – Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot 

Webmaster for familyofbruceinternational.org – Robert James Bruce 

 

 Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors 
President 

Donald E. Bruce,  
FSA Scot 

1051 Eagle Ridge Trail 
Stillwater, MN    55082 

bruce1051@comcast.net 

Vice President 
 Robert James Bruce, FSA Scot 

504 Sudbury Rd. 
Linthicum, MD     

21090 
robertjamesbruce78@gmail.com 

Secretary 
Polly Bruce Tilford 

5561 Earl Young Rd., 
Bloomington, IN   

47408 
pollytilford@comcast.net  

Treasurer 
Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, 

FSA Scot 
1495 Jones Road 

Roswell, GA 30075 
debgottlieb@bellsouth.net  

Operations Officer 
Rodney Bruce  

500 Tussey Fork Rd. 
Greenup, KY    

41144 
gkints@juno.com  

President Emeritus 
William P. Bruce, FSA Scot 

5556 27th Ave., So. 
Minneapolis, MN 

55417-1934 
wbruceesq41@gmail.com  

At-Large Board Member 
Robert J. “Bob” Bruce 

1652 Glencoe 
Denver, CO    

80220 
bobbruce@RJBLAWYERLLC.com  

Lieutenant to the Chief 
Thomas Allen Bruce, FSA Scot 

519 Carrington Court 
Canton, GA    

30115 
tabruce@windstream.net 

High Commissioner  
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot 

83 Maxwehunt Rd 
Dahlonega, GA   

30533 
brucefsascot@yahoo.com 

Family of Bruce Commissioners 
 

 
High Commissioner 
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot 
Dahlonega, GA    
 
 

Northern California 
Joel C. Bruce  
70 Summit Rd. 
Watsonville, CA   95076 
joel102506@yahoo.com  
 
 

Southern California 
Julie Goldsworth, FSA Scot 
14791 Athel Ave 
Irvine, CA 92606 
goldjulie@aol.com  
 

 

 
Colorado  
Robert J. Bruce 
1652 Glencoe 
Denver, CO   80220 
bobbruce@rjblawyerllc.com  
 
New York 
Chip Compton 
2323 Tully Farms Road 
LaFayette, NY  13084 
bruceofcny@gmail.com 
 
Northeast 
Vacant 
 

Oklahoma 
MarLo Alexander 
113 N. W. Ramblewood Rd. 
Bartlesville, OK  74003 
mcua1971@gmail.com  
 

 

 
 
Pennsylvania 
Stephen Cobaugh 
231 School Lane 
Elizabethtown, PA   17022 
smcobaugh@comcast.net 
 
Southeast 
Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot  
Roswell, GA 
 

Texas 
Vizi Bruce Lange-Caldwell 
1656 Hamblen Rd. 
Kingwood, TX  77339-4023 
vizilange@gmail.com  
 

 
Upper Mid-West 
William P. Bruce, FSA Scot 
Minneapolis, MN    
       Deputy Commissioner  

Don Bruce, FSA Scot 
Stillwater, MN   55082 
 

Virginia 
Gerald Cousins, Sr. 
144 Hazelwood Dr. 
Aylet, VA   23009 
4uskins57@gmail.com 
 
 
  
 

The role of Commissioner is not directly affiliated with Family of Bruce International.  It is a designation as a 
 Representative of the Name of Bruce as authorized by the Chief or under his delegated authority. 
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The Royal Edinburgh Tattoo 
 
Since 1950, The Royal Edinburgh Tattoo has been thrilling spectators rain or shine!   The spectacular event is 
held on the Esplanade of Edinburgh Castle with seating of greater than 8,000 a performance.    It is held in 
August each year as part of the Edinburgh Festival.    
 
The origins of a military tattoo is from the 17th century when a military corps of drums would play to indicate 
to tavern owners to shut off their beer taps so the the soldiers could retire at a reasonable hour.    
 
For 44 years the focus of the entertainment was mainly military bands; however, in 1995 it was expanded to 
include civilian acts. 
 

 
In 2017, the Family of Bruce had an honour of participating in the Tattoo.   Many Bruces from around the 

world, including members from the Family of Bruce International attended.   
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