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Old Church/Nave 
11th century 

New Church – 
Opened 1821 

Charles, Lord Bruce 
To be Honored by the American-Scottish Foundation 

with the Wallace Award 
 

The Wallace Award was introduced in 1970 by the American-Scottish 
Foundation to recognize the extraordinary diversity of contributions Scots have 
made to the world. 

On September 30, 2022, at the University Club in New York City, Charles, Lord 
Bruce will be honored  for  his contribution to Scots Heritage, Arts, Culture, and 
Education. 

See page 8 for more information on the event and how you can attend! 
 

�  
 

2024 Family of Bruce International Gathering in Scotland 
 

Planning is underway for the 2024 gathering of Bruces in Scotland!!! 
 

Your specific interests on what you would like to see and do are vitally important to 
the planning process! 

 
If you, as a member, are planning on going, please send your information to 

familyofbruceinternational@gmail.com! 
 

More to come as the planning process progresses! 
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President’s Message 

   

Dear Family — 
I hope this May 2022 issue of The Blue Lion 

finds you enjoying the advent of spring. Spring is 
making a very slow entrance here in Minnesota. 
April was more like an extension of March, and 
sometimes February. I should not complain too 
much as we had almost no snow, unlike North 
Dakota and northern Minnesota, which continued 
to get dumped on with more snow throughout 
April. 

 As spring slowly approaches, we are 
starting to see more games activities throughout 
the country. We have had several successful 
games in Florida, hosted by some people new to 
hosting games. Many thanks to Jacqueline Bruce 
and Eric Harp for their work on setting up at these 
games, and to Debra Gunn for her work over the 
years in hosting games tents in that state. After 2 
years of very little activity, it is so good to see 
games starting to make a comeback. Some are 
still being cancelled, but many more are actually 
scheduled and planned. It does appear that, for 
the first time in many years, FOBI will have a 
presence at the Grandfather Mountain games in 
July. Thank you to Ginger Garner and her helpers 
for taking on that huge task.  

 This resurrection of games reminds me of 
the last time we were actually able to set up at a 
games, thus this month’s photo. We were in 
Kincardine, Ontario, Canada in July 2019, having 
gone there because Charles, Lord Bruce, was the 
Honorary Chief of those games.  

 
L to R: Kathy, Don, Lord Bruce,  

William, and Phyllis Bruce 
What a great honor and treat that was to be 

his escort throughout those 3 days. Great  

 
 

memories! I hope all of us will all be able to start 
making more great memories at games and fairs 
again soon. 

 Speaking of making memories, we on the 
Board continue to work on preliminary planning for 
our gathering in Scotland in 2024. So far, we have 
50 to 60 people indicating an interest in going. If 
you have not sent an email with your interest, and 
likely numbers attending, to our website at 
familyofbruceinternational@gmail.com, please do 
so soon as we need to get an idea of how many 
people we are planning for.  This is not a 
commitment yet, but we do need a preliminary 
number. Also, please offer your ideas on what you 
would like to see the trip include regarding events 
or group excursions. Your help is needed and 
appreciated. 

 Some of the ideas offered so far include a 
day at Broomhall, with tours of the home and 
estate, a catered meal, and our AGM. This would 
also be the day to honor our chief in his centennial 
year. Another day could be a bus trip to 
Clackmannan Tower, with exclusive access inside 
the tower, as well as a stop at Bannockburn and 
Stirling Castle. Other day trips, as well as a possible 
overnight (depending on numbers), to other Bruce 
related sites have also been suggested. Of course, 
again, these are early thoughts, but we would 
love to hear yours. 

 As we start to become more active and 
sociable in what we hope is soon a post-
pandemic world, I encourage you to get back out 
there and attend your local games and 
participate in any local Scottish activities. Of 
course, do what you are comfortable with. Wear a 
mask if you feel safer that way. And take extra 
precautions if you are particularly vulnerable. But 
also keep in mind how important it is for our 
mental wellbeing to be around people again, 
especially people that are our family and kin. That 
is the opportunity attending Scottish events 
provides us with. Take advantage of it, but safely. I 
remember what a great feeling it was to be at 
Stone Mountain again last fall. I hope you can 
share that feeling again soon! Until next time! 
 
Yours aye, 
 
Don Bruce, fsa scot, president 
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38th Annual Southeast Florida 
Scottish Festival & Highland Games 
Scottish American Society of South Florida 

– Games Host Debra Gunn 
PLANTATION HERITAGE PARK, 1100 South Fig                     
Tree Lane, Plantation, FL 33317 

March 5, 2022     www. sassf.org 
 

We had a great turn out for the South Florida 
Games! After a cancelled year, so many were 
eager to come out & enjoy getting back in the 
swing of things. Thankfully, we dodged another 
wind bullet this year! Gusts to 38mph made set up 
a challenge (lost a couple tents) but calmed 
down and became a beautiful day. So nice to 
have some out of town folks drop by! 

It was a special occasion to have the 
Grandson of Rex Bruce, Polly’s nephew Bruce 
Saulter visit with his beautiful growing family. Great 
to meet another FOBI member, all the way from 
PA, athlete Jennifer Taylor.  

“Bruce on my mother’s side” brought some 
good laughs when visitors Bruce Urquhart and Eric 
Bruce North pulled out driver’s licenses to confirm 
the phenomena that all men from a female Bruce 
are named Bruce! 
 

 
Debra Gunn, Donna Faryniarz,  

visitors Bruce Urquhart’s & Eric Bruce North’s families 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
FOBI members Donna and Debra & FOBI Athlete Jennifer Taylor 
 

 
Tent display featuring Robert Burns, Lady Katherine Bruce, and 

Clackmannan Tower 
 

 
Grandson of Rex Bruce, Nephew of Polly’s Family 

Debra Gunn, Jack Rex, Tyla & Bruce Saulter and Jolie 

2022  Games Held  
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2022  Games Held (continued) 

 
54th Annual Dunedin 

Highland Games 
Games Host Jacqueline Bruce 

Saturday, April 2, 2022 –  
Dunedin Community Center - 

 https://dunedinhighlandgames.com/ 
 

We had our first family tent at one of the 
oldest continuously running games in the USA, the 
Dunedin Highland Games in Pinellas County, 
Florida on April 2nd. Dunedin is the ancient Gaelic 
name for Edinburgh and the town has always had 
a long association with Scotland; in fact, there are 
lots of pipe bands and highland dancing 
organizations around town. Thanks very much to 
Deborah for introducing me to my cousin on the 
East Coast, Eric Harp, who very generously lent me 
his tent setup since I had never done a Games 
before. Eric also came over to experience the 
Dunedin Games with my family and we set up the 
tent on Friday, April 1st. We walked with my cousin, 
Kristin Alexander, in the clan parade on Dunedin 
Main Street where there were hundreds of folks 
who cheered when they saw us. Our green 
Declaration of Arbroath t-shirts were a huge hit 
with lots of people snapping pictures of the backs 
of our shirts with the famous phrase. My aunt and 
cousin joined us in the tent on Saturday and we 
gave out loads of Shortbread and information. For 
a small town, the Games are a big deal and there 
are a ton of sporting, piping and dancing events + 
lots of shopping and great food tents. A few 
thousand people attended the Games on 
Saturday and we had quite a few Bruces come to 
the tent. The clan organizer was thrilled that we 
had a presence and hopes that we will come 
back next year. Sadly, we had to wrap it up at 
3pm when the sky opened up and just poured 
heavily with no end in sight. Despite the crazy 
weather, we all had a great time and look forward 
to doing it again!    

 
Dunedin FOBI Tent 

 

 

 
Left-right:   Kristin Alexander, Eric Harp, and Jacqueline 
Bruce 
   

Ormond Beach Celtic Festival – 
Games Host Eric Harp 

 Saturday & Sunday, April 22 and 23 - 
http://www.ormondbeachcelticfestival.com/ 

Rockefeller Gardens, 26 Riverside Dr., 
Ormond Beach, Florida 

 

On April 23 -24 we descended upon the great 
city of Ormond Beach. This was the last Celtic / 
Scottish festival until later in the fall. We had two of 
the best weather days that you could hope for.  
We met got together with old friends and met 
some new ones. It was good sign that we are 
definitely coming out of the pandemic. I would 
have loved to have had some Bruce family 
members to join me but we made the best of it.  
There was fantastic bands, dancing and yes even 
a puppy parade, can’t ask for anything better 
than that. The best news was we came in a runner 
up for the Honored Clan for next year.. I am 
definitely looking forward to next year!! Want to 
join me?? 
Slainte, Eric 

 
Ormond Beach FOBI Tent 
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2022  Games Held (continued) 

 

Dill's Celtic Festival – Games 
Host/PA Commissioner – Steve 

Cobaugh (NEW EVENT) 
Historic Dill's Tavern - Dillsburg, PA  
April 29-30, 2022    https://dillscelticfest.com   

 
The first FOBI event in Pennsylvania was held 

on April 29-30 on the grounds of Historic Dill's 
Tavern in Dillsburg, PA. Seven clans joined the 
Family of Bruce and about 3,000 visitors for Dill's 
Celtic Festival, sponsored by the Northern York 
County Historical & Preservation Society.  

The Irish settler Matthew Dill began a 
settlement here in 1742 which consisted of a 
wooden tavern and a whiskey still as part of a 
grant from William Penn's heirs. The small 
plantation grew to about 650 acres just south of 
Dill's Gap on the northern end of the South 
Mountain range between what is now 
Cumberland and York Counties. Most of the Scots-
Irish who emigrated to the American colonies 
passed through the Port of Philadelphia and 
crossed the Susquehanna River just north of here 
near Harrisburg, on their way south along the 
Appalachian Mountains into Virginia's 
Shenandoah Valley or other parts along the 
Colonial frontier. Dill's Tavern was a popular 
wayside on their journey through the Cumberland 
Valley.  

The wooden tavern was replaced by Dill in 
1794 with the stone building which stands today. 
He also added a stable, two log barns, a granary, 
bakehouse and spring house to improve lodging 
for travelers on the plantation. The tavern 
remained in business until 1835, after which it was 
a private residence and an antiques store. It was 
added to the National Register of Historic Places in 
2004.  

Although the present size of the remaining 
grounds do not permit Highland Games, the event 
does have many Scottish activities typical of such 
festivals like  bagpiping, period craft 
demonstrations, Scottish bands and step dancing. 
The venue also featured local craft beer and ales 
of the variety that Scots-Irish would have 
consumed here over 270 years ago.  

The Bruce tent included two new attractions, 
which premiered at this location. As a photo 
opportunity, visitors can now have their photos  

 
 
 

taken next to a life-size plastic standee replica of 
Robert the Bruce, while holding a broadsword 
similar to that of the Bruce State Sword. The 
standee was custom made by a Carlisle, PA 
tradeshow company based on original artwork by 
FOBI Pennsylvania Commissioner Stephen 
Cobaugh. The face is based on a composite of 
period descriptions and modern forensic 
reconstructions of Bruce's likely face from one of 
the 1819 plaster casts of his skull.   

 
Steve Cobaugh, FOBI Pennsylvania Commissioner with the new  
                        Robert the Bruce standee at the Bruce tent. 
 

 
Many early Scots-Irish settlers stopped at Dill's Tavern 

 

 
A blacksmith demonstrates repairs to wheels used on wagons  
                       carrying settlers at Dill's wheelwright building 
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2022 Proposed fobi Events 
 
 

2022 Family of Bruce International 
Events – organized by date 

Please check the websites  for specific games 
before you attend to ensure the games are 

still on!!! 
 

Finger Lakes Celtic Festival – Games 
Host/NY Commissioner Chip Compton 
 4925 Collett Road Farmington, NY 14548 
 May 21, 2022    https://www.flceltic.org/#/  
(CANCELLED) 
 
Glasgow Highland Games – Games 
Host/N California Commissioner Joseph 
Ryan Bruce  Barren River Lake State Resort Park, 
Lucas, Kentucky June 3 – 5, 2022   
(CANCELLED) 
 
Allegany County Celtic Festival – Games 
Host/NY Commissioner Chip Compton 
 Cuba’s Fireman’s Park (Between Center 
and Woodruff Streets), Cuba NY  14727 
 June 4, 2022   (CANCELLED UNTIL 2023) 
 
Cumberland Valley Scottish Games – 
Games Host/PA Commissioner Steve 
Cobaugh (CANCELLED) 

Veterans Memorial Park, Shippensburg, PA  
June 11, 2022     https://cvscotsgame.org    
 

Cheyenne Celtic Festival – Games 
Host/Colorado Commissioner  Bob Bruce 

Lions Park - Dunbar Softball Field 408 S. lions 
Park Dr, Cheyenne, WY 
June 11, 2022    

https://www.facebook.com/CelticFestival    
 
Genesee Country Village and Museum 
Celtic Faire – Games Host/NY 
Commissioner Chip Compton 
 1410 Flint Hill Rd., Mumford NY  14511 
 June 11 – 12, 2022  
https://www.gcv.org/events/celtic-faire/  
 

 
 
 
Celtic Fling & Highland Games – Games 
Host/PA Commissioner Steve Cobaugh 

Pennsylvania Renaissance Faire Grounds, 
Manheim, PA  
June 25-26, 2022    
http://www.parenfaire.com   
 

Grandfather Mountain Highland Games – 
Games Host Ginger Garner 
 MacRae’s Meadow -  Linville, NC  

July 7 – 10, 2022   https://gmhg.org  
 
Hammond Historical Museum Scottish 
Festival – Games Host/NY Commissioner 
Chip Compton 
1A North Main Street, Hammond, New York  13646    
 July 9, 2022   
https://www.hammondmuseum.com/scottish-
festival.html 
 
Elizabeth Celtic Festival – Games 
Host/Colorado Commissioner Bob Bruce 

Casey Jones Park, Elizabeth, CO 
July 16 – 17, 2022    

https://www.elizabethcelticfest.org/  
 
Monterey Scottish Games and Celtic 
Festival – Games Host/N California 
Commissioner Joel Bruce 
 Monterey County Fairgrounds, 2004 
Fairground Rd., Monterey, CA   93940 
 July 16 – 17, 2022    
https://www.montereycelticfest.com/   
 

Minnesota Scottish Street Faire–  Games 
Host/President Don Bruce & William Bruce 
Prior Avenue at the Celtic Junction Arts    

Center in St. Paul, MN    VENUE AND DATE 
CHANGE 

 August 6, 2022    
http://www.mnscottishfair.org/  
 

Hadi Highland Games – Games Host 
Joseph Ryan Bruce 

Roberts Park – Evansville IN 
August 2022 – Not confirmed - 
https://hadihighlanders.com/  
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2022 Proposed fobi Events 
 
 
Central New York Scottish Games – 
Games Host/NY Commissioner Chip 
Compton 

Longbranch Park, Liverpool, New York  
13088    August 13, 2022  
 https://cnyscottishgames.org/  

 
Jamestown Regional Celtic Festival and 
Gathering of the Clans – Games Host/NY 
Commissioner Chip Compton 
 Mayville Lakeside Park, Mayville, New York 
 August 26 – 27, 2022 
 
Colorado Scottish Festival – Games 
Host/Colorado Commissioner Bob Bruce 

Citizens Park, 5420 W. 24th Ave. Edgewater, 
CO   80214    August (TBD)
 http://scottishgames.org/   

 
Scottish Highland Gathering and Games – 
Pleasanton – Games Host/N. California 
Commissioner Joel Bruce 
 September 3 – 4, 2022    
https://www.carnifest.com/the-scottish-highland-
gathering-games-2022/  
 
Capital District Scottish Games – Games 
Host/NY Commissioner Chip Compton 

Altamont Fairgrounds, 129 Grand Street, 
Altamont, New York 12009 

 September 3, 2022    
 https://scotgames.com/ 
 
Covenanter Scottish Festival & Highland 
Games – Games Host/PA Commissioner 
Steve Cobaugh  

Quarryville, PA  
September 10, 2022 
https://www.convenanterscottishfestival.c
om   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Middle TN Games – Games Host Joseph 
Ryan Bruce 
 Sanders Ferry Park, Henderson, TN 
 September 10 – 11, 2022    
https://www.midtenngames.com/  
 
Columbus Scottish Festival – Games Host 
Polly Bruce Tilford 

Bartholomew County Fairgrounds, 750 W 
200 S, Columbus, IN 47201 

 September 10 – 11, 2022    
 https://scottishfestival.org  
 
Niagara Celtic Festival – Games Host/NY 
Commissioner Chip Compton 

Niagara County Fairgrounds, Lockport, 
New York    September 17 – 18, 2022    
 https://niagaraceltic.com/ 

 
Oklahoma Scottish Festival – Games 
Host/Oklahoma Commissioner MarLo 
Alexander 

Broken Arrow Event Complex, 21101 E 101st 
St, Broken Arrow   September 17-18, 2022    
https://okscotfest.com/ 

 
Celtic Classic Festival – Games Host/PA 
Commissioner Steve Cobaugh 

Downtown historic district, Bethlehem, PA  
September 24-25, 2022   
https://www.celticfest.org   
 

Stone Mountain Highland Games – 
Games Host Marty Bruce 

Stone Mountain Park, Stone Mountain, 
Georgia 
October 14 – 16, 2022    
http://www.smhg.org/  
Annual General Meeting – 1pm Saturday 
October 15 
 

Central Virginia Celtic Festival & Highland 
Games – Games Host/Virginia 
Commissioner Gerald Cousins, Sr. 

vacelticfestival.com October 29th & 30th – 
not confirmed  
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Wallace Award (continued from page 1) 

 
 

The Wallace Award event, honoring Lord 
Bruce, will take place at the University Club in 
New York City at One West 54th Street, New 
York, New York.   In addition to being a 
historical landmark, the club has evolved into 
one of New York’s premier social clubs 
offering unparalleled services to members - 
from gracious dining, luxurious 
accommodations and a variety of social 
events, to extensive athletic facilities and the 
world’s largest and finest club library. 

The program for the evening of Friday, 
September 30, 2022 will begin at 6:30 pm with 
a Reception, Silent Auction & Single Malt 
Whisky Tasting.    Dinner is at 8:00 pm with 
awards and a Live Auction.    Dress is After 
Dark & Highland Attire.   The evening will end 
with Dancing and Music!    

 

 
Charles Edward Bruce, Lord Bruce 

 
Charles, Lord Bruce is the eldest son and 

heir to Andrew Bruce, 11th Earl of Elgin & 15th 
Earl of Kincardine KT, 37th Chief of the Name 
of Bruce. 

He is active in the not-for-profit sector in 
Scotland and overseas. His interests include 
conservation of the built heritage, the fine 
arts, multiculturalism, education and the 
Scottish diaspora.  He is chairman of 
the Kolkata Scottish Heritage Trust  which is 
running an urban regeneration project in 
Kolkata, India; and a trustee of the Scottish 
Lime Centre Trust.  He is president of The  

 
 
 

Democracy Forum, a leading policy forum for 
Asia. 

He is a governor of the Patrons of 
the National Galleries of Scotland. He is also 
patron of the Scottish Centre of Tagore 
Studies, the Japan Society of Scotland and 
the Association of Clans and Scottish Societies 
of Canada. He is on the executive board of 
the Standing Council of Scottish Chiefs. He is 
President, Dunfermline United Burns Club, the 
world’s third oldest Burns club.  He is on the 
advisory board of the RAF Benevolent Fund, 
and also of the International Academic 
Forum (IAFOR).  He was awarded the Paolozzi 
Gold Medal  by The National Galleries of 
Scotland in 2012 for fundraising. 

He was educated at Eton College and 
the universities of St Andrews (MA Hons, 1984) 
and Dundee (MSc , 2013). He has been HM 
Deputy Lieutenant for Fife since 1997, and a 
member of the Royal Company of Archers, 
HM Queen’s Bodyguard for Scotland, Hon. 
Maj. 31 Combat Engineer Regiment (The 
Elgins), Canadian Forces and Hon. 
Keeper, Keepers of the Quaich. 
 
 

Additional information and invitation 
about the American Scottish Foundation and 
the Wallace event can be found by 
copy/pasting the following links into your url.  

https://americanscottishfoundation.com/events/20
22-wallace-event.html    

 
https://americanscottishfoundation.com/events/im

ages/2022_images/Wallace%20Print%20Invite%208x11%2
0BA.pdf  

 

The Cost for Table and Ticket levels range 
from $325 to $3,500 per person.    

The American-Scottish Foundation is a 
non-profit 501 (c)(3) organization.   Payment 
in excess of $210 per guest is tax-deductible.   
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George William Bruce, 88, of Boiling 
Springs, SC passed away Wednesday, February 23, 
2022. 

In 1984, George was a founding member of 
Bruce International and a loyal Bruce attending 
many familial events.   George is survived by his 
three children, Sam Bruce, Joe Bruce (Sylvia) and 
Paula Bruce; a brother, Melvin Bruce (Vickie); and 
a grandson, Ben Bruce. 

A memorial service to celebrate George’s life 
was  held Chapel of Eggers Funeral Home in 
Boiling Springs. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Phyllis Bruce (far right in Bruce sash) 
participating in the Scottish Dancing Grand Ball 

 

 
 

Jacqueline Bruce performed highlights from 
her classical song recital, Heritage: a Celebration 
of Scotland in Song on May 4th at New York City’s 
Interchurch Center. This special recital program is 
a memorial for her mother, Pamela Bruce Holmer 
who passed away on 2/11/14.   May 4th would 
have been Pamela’s 77th birthday & Jacqueline’s 
brother, Philip Juels, was in attendance. 
Jacqueline performs this program internationally 
and will bring it to Tarpon Springs, Florida next May. 

 

Flowers of the Forest
 
Every couple of year the Membership 
Chairperson, Polly Bruce Tilford, does a 
follow-up of all the life members to 
update the records.   Sadly, since the last 
follow-up, the following members have 
passed.    

Alabama:     Henry Moore, Sr 

California:    Rochelle Randall 

Georgia:    James P. Bruce Reese and 
 Marion Louette Vaughn 

Indiana:   Don Reder 

Kansas:    Doris Peterson 

Kentucky:    Betsy Stewart 

New Mexico:    Lenore Stober 

South Carolina:   George William Bruce 

Texas:    Audrey C. P. Young 

Virginia:   Martha Tibbs  

 

Tributes & Recognition  

 

George 
Bruce in the 
center with 
his son Joe 
on the left 
and 
grandson 
Ben on the 
right at the  
2007 Stone 
Mountain 
Games 



         
                                                                The Blue Lion – May 2022 

Page 10 of 16 

 
 
 

 

A SCOTTISH “GRAPHIC NOVEL” 
REVIEW: 

Schulz, Charles M.  “Scotland Bound, 
Charlie Brown”,  Kaboom Publishing, 

California, 2021 
 

I had heard the phrase “graphic novel” 
but really didn’t know what it was till this past 
Christmas season when one of my sons 
presented me with this one.  For those of you, 
who like me, are among the uninitiated in this 
form of literature, allow me to enlighten you.  
A graphic novel is essentially a story 
presented in cartoon form with better paper, 
binding and ink - and aimed at an adult 
audience.  (Assume a very broad definition of 
“adult”.)  Despite my initial skepticism, I found 
it amusing – really a bit of unexpected fun.  
The reason?  Familiar cartoon characters on a 
visit to Scotland. 

 
Charles Schulz is remembered as the 

creative genius behind the resoundingly 
popular “PEANUTS” cartoons beloved by 
children of all ages and all over the world.  I 
am, without doubt, one of those “children”.  
Most of us can identify, at least in part, with 
Charlie Brown, Lucy, Peppermint Patty, 
Snoopy or another of his memorable 
characters.  His themes such as “Psychiatric 
Help - 5 Cents” often touch themes we have 
experienced in our own lives.  So, he sent 
them to Scotland. 

 
The origin of this story is found in a group 

of story boards prepared by Schulz and a 
collaborator by the name of Bill Melendez for 
a television special which was never made.  
Good Old Charlie Brown receives a letter from 
Morag, his Scottish pen pal, who invites him to 
come to Scotland and participate in “a 
festival”.  Charlie succeeds in making that 
happen, and it goes on from there, visiting  

 
 
 

 
 
 
many of Scotland’s famous tourist sites and 
reacting to them as only the Peanuts 
characters could and would.  It is often sweet, 
silly, funny, subtle, and even a bit pathetic – 
but then, that is the Peanuts style. 
 

“Forget puppies.  Happiness is hugging a 
warm Coo!”  Just go with it. 

 
Reviewed by “Good Old William”.  May, 

2022 
 

 

Book Review 
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Whistling In A Scottish Wind #7: 
Musings with William 

By William P. Bruce, FSA Scot 
 

Recently I have been confronted once again 
with a very old and almost routine question 
frequently asked of those of us of the Scottish 
diaspora, particularly here in America, since many 
of us are at least a couple of generations separate 
from our particular immigrant ancestor.  The 
question – What first attracted you to things 
Scottish?  There are, of course, quite a variety of 
common answers.  Were you attracted to the 
colors and textures of the tartans and tweeds, the 
athleticism of the games and dancers, the unique 
forms of dress, the flags and banners, the skirl of 
the pipes, travel opportunities, the Scottish 
landscape, the pageantry and processions, and 
so much more.  All of these things are, indeed, 
attractive, and all provide potential for 
involvement in our Scottish heritage – that is 
certainly to the good – but is there any danger 
there as well?  There is when we become so 
enamored of these things that we forget what is 
behind it all.  That is the history and traditions that 
engendered all of the above.  Frankly, I am afraid 
that all too many Americans who claim 
“Scottishness” never question where our surface 
distinctives come from and get caught up in the 
“kitch” and never consider our most treasured 
origins and how they are expressed in the present.  
So, is there anything we can/should be doing 
about that? 

 

1. Focus on our history.  Each of us can 
become better informed concerning our cultural 
history/identity.  I have often recommended to 
those beginning their study to start with Nigel 
Tranter’s “Story Of Scotland”, an outstanding 
introduction which is very well composed and 
quite attractive/useful to both the scholar and the 
neophyte.  Beyond that is more than you can ever 
imagine. 
 

2. Focus on our own clans and families.  There 
is no better place and no better people to learn 
from than our own, particularly those who form the 
leadership, the movers and shakers, in our own  

 
 

 
 

family and clan organizations.  They are the ones 
who can get you involved in the most effective 
and rewarding ways. 

 

3. Focus on you own personal story.  Learn as 
much as you can concerning your personal link to 
those in your family story who were the Scots who 
made the often wrenching decision to leave their 
homeland and make new lives in America, 
Australia and elsewhere. 

I leave you with a quotation which I have 
often used in encouraging others to consider their 
emotional and biological attachments to things 
Scottish. 

 

The Past, Present & Future: 
 

“-------------------- not only are the past and present 
woven of the same thread, the past is neither dead 

nor distant; it continues to exert a genuine and 
potent force on both present and future, on all that 
is and is to come.   In these last days I have come to 

believe that we are none of us so estranged from 
our ancestral heritage that we no longer feel its age-

old rhythm in the pulse and flow of the blood 
through our veins.  The lives of previous 

generations can be traced in the lines of our hands 
and the meditations of our hearts.  For we are not 
ourselves alone; we are all that has gone before.” 

 
Stephen R. Lawhead 

Quotation from his book “The Black 
Rood”. p. 482. 

 
Lawhead, Stephen R.  The Black Rood, 

Harper Collins: New York, 2000. 
 

 
What is it that your heart, mind and soul are telling 

you?  Listen to it, learn it and live it. 
 

William P. Bruce,  President Emeritus.  May, 2022 

Whistling  in a Scottish wind
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Gifts and Merchandise!!!! 
  

 
Are you starting to think about gifts for your 
beloved Scottish family member or friend??   

Please see our inventory below!!! 
Also remember that  

memberships make great gifts!  
www.familyofbruceinternational.org/merchandise/   
You can order these items using the order 

form on the other side of page!!! 
 

BOOKS –  
 

The Elgins – 1766-1917 –  by Sydney Checkland.  
Period history of the Earls of Elgin, their families, 
and Broomhall.    $24.00 ($20 + $4 shipping) 
 

DVDs –  
The 700th Anniversary of The Enthronement of 
Robert Bruce.  The DVD contains footage of the events 
on Sunday, March 26, 2006.   You will hear the incredible 
music and an upfront view of the church service at St. 
John’s Kirk, and the Ceremony of Acclaim and events 
at Scone Palace. The DVD is approx. two hours long. 
$10.00.    
Bruce Family History – DVD and thumb drive version. 
Family of Bruce Video was produced in 1974 by our 
Chief, the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine to mark the 700th 
anniversary of the birth of King Robert I.   This is a very 
fine exposition of the history of our Family, and should be 
in the collection of every Bruce.    $10.00  
  SHIRTS –  
Green Bruce T-shirt with quote from the Declaration of 
Arbroath on the back.  Sizes Small to 3XL – $19.00 ($15 + 
$4 shipping per shirt) 

   
                    Front                                Back 
 
 Robert the Bruce King of Scots T-shirt 

 
 

 

    
 

 
 
Family of Bruce International Polo – with Crest 
 

    
 

Polo shirt in White, Black, or Gray. 
     Men’s Polo is button down 
     Specify Mens or Womens 

Adult –  Med, Large, XL, 2XL  $30.00  
               ($25 + $5 shipping per shirt) 
 

OTHER ITEMS –  
Face Mask in Bruce Tartan or Bruce Tweed green 
(not shown)    $18.00 including postage for each 

 
 

       
Adjustable Single     
      Strap Style 
Ordered  through the website or paper order form 
www.familyofbruceinternational.org website HOME 
Page and click on ORDER NOW or through the 
Order Form on the next page. 
 

         Tote Bag –  $21.00 ($18 +$3 shipping)  

 
                      Natural Color                                          

Bruce Badges/Pin –  
 

   $8.00  
($5 + $3 shipping per badge) 

T-Shirts with the Robert the Bruce – King of Scots 
screen printed on the front Black 

Sizes – Youth Med and Large  
              $24.00 ($20+$4  
 shipping per shirt) 
 
           Adult Small – XXX-Large   

 $26.00 ($22 + $4                       
 shipping per shirt) 
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S 
 
 

Family of Bruce International USA – Merchandise Order Form 
 
Name:    
Address: 

ITEM QTY SIZE (if applicable) COLOR  
(if applicable) 

PRICE EACH SHIPPING 
EACH 

TOTAL EACH 
ITEM 

 
Green Arbroath T 
Shirt 
 

 Sizes available           
S – M – L – XL – XXL - 
XXXL 
Please separately list  

quantity and sizes 

 
Green 

 
$15.00 

 
$4.00 ea. 

 

Robert the Bruce 
King of Scots  

T-shirt 

 

 Sizes available:  
   Adult Small – 
Medium –        
   Large – XL – XX-
Large –  
   XXX-Large  
   Youth Med and 
Large 

 
Black 

 

 
 
Adult - 
$22.00 
 
Youth – 
$20.00 

 
 
$4.00 ea. 

 

Family of Bruce 
International 
Polo shirt with 
Crest  

 

 Men – button down 
Specify Men or 
Women 
 
Adult – Medium, 
Large, XL, 2XL 

 
White, Black Gray 

 
$25.00 

 
$5.00 ea. 

 

Tote Bag 
 

  
n/a 

 
Natural 

 
$18.00 

 
$3.00 

 

 
Books 

      

 
The Elgins   
1766 – 1917 

 

  
n/a 

 
n/a 

 

 
$20.00 
 

 
$4.00 
 

 

DVDs 
 
Bruce Family 
History 

 

  
        n/a 

 
n/a 

 
$10.00 DVD 
or thumb 
drive 
includes 
shipping 

  

700th Anniversary 
of the 
Enthronement of 
Robert Bruce 

  
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
$10.00 
Includes 
shipping 

  

Bruce Badge/Pin 
New Rectangle 

  
n/a

  
$ 5.00 

  
$3.00 

 

Face Mask   Bruce Modern 
Tartan or Tweed 

$18.00 
includes 
shipping 

-  

TOTAL $ AMOUNT INCLUDING SHIPPING  $           .00 
 

Please send an email to pollytilford@comcast.net to ensure the items desired are still available 
 

Merchandise can be ordered by sending this order form and a check payable to 
Family of Bruce International, Inc. to: 

 

Mrs. Polly Bruce Tilford  OR PayPal – familyofbruceinternational@gmaiil.com 
5561 Earl Young Road 
Bloomington, IN  47408  OR Via the website at www.familyofbruceinternational.org/merchandise/    
Telephone (812) 336-5574 
pollytilford@comcast.net  

 

Order through the  website or paper order form 
www.familyofbruceinternational.org  website 
HOME PAGE and click on ORDER NOW
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Membership Committee  

Polly Bruce Tilford 
 

       The Family of Bruce International warmly 
welcomes new members who have recently 
joined!!!    
 

“Ceud Mile Failte” 
(One hundred Thousand Welcomes in Scots Gaelic) 

 

New Members:  
Australia – Ernest Arnold Davitt 
California – Katherine Johnson 
Colorado – Ada Whitten 
Delaware – Eddie R. Maycen 
Florida – Marilyn Jean North, Jay Reinfeld, Stirling 

FitzRandolph 
Kentucky – Sannie Overly 
Oklahoma – Michael Bruce 
Oregon – Connie A. Waldron 
Sweden – Kent Peter Sundelin 
Tennessee – Michael Carver 
Texas – Bridget Bruce Bradsher and  

Robert P. Fullmer 
West Virginia – Deanna Jean Gobble 
Wyoming – Mary Borgeson 
 

New Life Members: 
Arizona – Robert C. Pepper 
Illinois – Bruce Bunting 
New York – Mike Bruce 
Texas – Cassandra Herrera and Rustin Brewer 
 

Request for Nominations for Officer 
Election at 2022 AGM!! 

 
The election for the President, Vice President, 

and the At Large member of the Board of 
Directors of the Family of Bruce International will 
be held on Saturday, October 15, at the Annual 
General Meeting to be held at Stone Mountain 
Highland Games at 1pm. 

Per the FOBI By-laws the Officer elections for 
the President and Vice President are held every 
two years on even numbered calendar year.      
These officers shall be any Regular Member, male  

 
 
or female, born with the surname of Bruce or of 
one of its recognized septs.    

The by-laws define that all nominations are to 
be submitted to the Secretary by August 15, 2022. 
The Board of Directors will most likely make some 
nominations; however, all members are 
encouraged to participate in this process.   
President.    The President, as a representative of, and 

at the direction of, the hereditary Chief of the Name 
of Bruce, shall be any Regular Member, male or 
female, born with the surname of Bruce or of one of its 
recognized septs. The President shall serve as the 
executive officer of the organization, preside at all 
meetings of the general membership and of the Board 
of Directors, be an ex officio member of all 
committees, exercise general supervision over the 
affairs of the organization, and perform such other 
duties as are ordinarily incumbent upon a President. 
He or she, or his or her duly appointed representative, 
shall represent the organization in all relations with 
other organizations. He or she shall represent the 
organization in all relations with the hereditary Chief of 
the Name of Bruce, the Right Honourable The Earl of 
Elgin and Kincardine. The President shall have authority 
to appoint such other persons to assist him or her in 
whatever subordinate role as he or she sees fit and 
these appointees shall serve at the discretion of the 
President; however, these persons shall not be 
deemed to be officers of the organization. 

Vice President.    The Vice President, as a 
representative of, and at the direction of, the 
hereditary Chief of the Name of Bruce, shall be any 
Regular Member, male or female, born with the 
surname of Bruce or of one of its recognized septs. The 
Vice President shall act in the place and stead of the 
President at any meeting or function in which the 
President is not in attendance. In the event that the 
President is not able to complete his/her term of office, 
for whatever reason, the Vice President shall 
automatically assume that position for the remainder 
of the term of office. The Vice President shall perform 
such duties as are ordinarily incumbent upon Vice 
Presidents and such other duties as may be assigned 
by the President or Board of Directors. 

At-Large member  election of the At-Large Member of 
the Board of Directors shall be conducted annually.   

 
 
 
Please submit nominations for the President, Vice 
President, and At Large Board member  in writing to 
the Secretary no later than August 15, 2022.   Polly 
Bruce Tilford – Secretary,  5561 Earl Young Rd.,  
Bloomington, IN  47408    or pollytilford@comcast.net .    

Committee Updates 

 

IMPORTANT 
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Commissioners 
 

Chief
 

The Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, KT, LLD, DLitt, DL, JP 
Broomhall, Dunfermline, Scotland 

Crest*:  A lion statant with tail extended Azure, armed and langued Gules. 
Arms*:  Or, a saltire and chief Gules, on a canton Argent a lion rampant Azure. 
Motto:  Fuimus – We have been. 

* The Crest and Arms belong to the Chief and can only be used by him.  Use of the Crest surrounded by a buckled belt is acceptable. 

Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors and Commissioners

 Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors 
President 

Donald E. Bruce,  
FSA Scot 

1051 Eagle Ridge Trail 
Stillwater, MN    55082 

bruce1051@comcast.net 

Vice President 
 Robert James Bruce, FSA Scot 

504 Sudbury Rd. 
Linthicum, MD     

21090 
robertjamesbruce78@gmail.com 

Secretary 
Polly Bruce Tilford 

5561 Earl Young Rd., 
Bloomington, IN   

47408 
pollytilford@comcast.net  

Treasurer 
Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, 

FSA Scot 
1495 Jones Road 

Roswell, GA 30075 
debgottlieb@bellsouth.net  

Operations Officer 
Rodney Bruce  

500 Tussey Fork Rd. 
Greenup, KY    

41144 
gkints@juno.com  

President Emeritus 
William P. Bruce, FSA Scot 

5556 27th Ave., So. 
Minneapolis, MN 

55417-1934 
wbruceesq41@gmail.com  

At-Large Board Member 
Robert J. “Bob” Bruce 

1652 Glencoe 
Denver, CO    

80220 
bobbruce@RJBLAWYERLLC.com  

Lieutenant to the Chief 
Thomas Allen Bruce, FSA Scot 

519 Carrington Court 
Canton, GA    

30115 
tabruce@windstream.net 

High Commissioner  
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot 

83 Maxwehunt Rd 
Dahlonega, GA   

30533 
brucefsascot@yahoo.com 

Family of Bruce Commissioners 
 

 
High Commissioner 
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot 
Dahlonega, GA    
 
 

Northern California 
Joel C. Bruce  
70 Summit Rd. 
Watsonville, CA   95076 
joel102506@yahoo.com  
 
 

Southern California 
Julie Goldsworth, FSA Scot 
14791 Athel Ave 
Irvine, CA 92606 
goldjulie@aol.com  
 

 

 
Colorado  
Robert J. Bruce 
1652 Glencoe 
Denver, CO   80220 
bobbruce@rjblawyerllc.com  
 
New York 
Chip Compton 
2323 Tully Farms Road 
LaFayette, NY  13084 
bruceofcny@gmail.com 
 
Northeast 
Vacant 
 

Oklahoma 
MarLo Alexander 
113 N. W. Ramblewood Rd. 
Bartlesville, OK  74003 
mcua1971@gmail.com  
 

 

 
 
Pennsylvania 
Stephen Cobaugh 
231 School Lane 
Elizabethtown, PA   17022 
smcobaugh@comcast.net 
 
Southeast 
Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot  
Roswell, GA 
 

Texas 
Vizi Bruce Lange-Caldwell 
1656 Hamblen Rd. 
Kingwood, TX  77339-4023 
vizilange@gmail.com  
 

 
Upper Mid-West 
William P. Bruce, FSA Scot 
Minneapolis, MN    
       Deputy Commissioner  

Don Bruce, FSA Scot 
Stillwater, MN   55082 
 

Virginia 
Gerald Cousins, Sr. 
144 Hazelwood Dr. 
Aylet, VA   23009 
4uskins57@gmail.com 
 
 
  
 

The role of Commissioner is not directly affiliated with Family of Bruce International.  It is a designation as a 
 Representative of the Name of Bruce as authorized by the Chief or under his delegated authority. 

Family of Bruce International is a non-profit organization established to create and promote kinship amongst its family members and to encourage 
interest in the Family of Bruce and its history.   Membership is open to persons interested in their Scottish heritage and especially those who qualify 
by surname, by descent, or by recognized septs:   Carlisle, Carruthers, Crosby, Randolph, and Stenhouse.  It is the only such organization 
recognized by the hereditary chief of the Name and Family of Bruce, The Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine.   
 
Mission Statement:    To promote, honor, and preserve our Scottish and Bruce heritage by sponsoring activities, events, scholarships, and continual 
communication through the E-Magazine and website.  We will therefore, provide educational information, tributes to our history and ancestors, and 
thereby attract Bruces and Septs into the enjoyment and celebration of our familial relationships. 

 
             Editor The

 Blue Lion – Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot         Webmaster – Robert J. Bruce, FSA Scot 
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Scottish Festival Competitive Activities 
 
In addition to visiting Family and Clan tents, much more is going on the spirit of competition!!!   In the “Auld Days” 
these competitions would be between Clans at local games.   Today these competitions include: 
 

Highland Athletic  
Caber toss: A long log is stood upright and hoisted by the competitor who balances it vertically holding the smaller end in his hands (see photo). 
Then the competitor runs forward attempting to toss it in such a way that it turns end over end with the upper (larger) end striking the ground first. 
The smaller end that was originally held by the athlete then hits the ground in the 12 o'clock position measured relative to the direction of the run. 
If successful, the athlete is said to have turned the caber.  

Stone put or “putting the heavy stone”: This event is similar to the modern-day shot put as seen in the Olympic Games. Instead of a steel shot, a 
large stone of variable weight is often used. There are also some differences from the Olympic shot put in allowable techniques. There are two 
versions of the stone toss events, differing in allowable technique. The "Braemar Stone" uses a 20–26 lb (9–12 kg) stone for men (13–18 lb or 6–8 kg 
for women) and does not allow any run up to the toeboard or "trig" to deliver the stone, i.e., it is a standing put. In the "Open Stone" using a 16–
22 lb (7–10 kg) stone for men (8–12 lb or 3.5–5.5 kg for women), the thrower is allowed to use any throwing style so long as the stone is put with 
one hand with the stone resting cradled in the neck until the moment of release.  

Scottish hammer throw: This event is similar to the hammer throw as seen in modern-day track and field competitions, though with some 
differences. In the Scottish event, a round metal ball weighing 16 or 22 lb (7.25 or 10 kg) for men, or 12 or 16 lb (5.5 or 7.25 kg) for women, is 
attached to the end of a shaft about 4 feet (1.2 metres) in length and made out of wood, bamboo, rattan, or plastic. With the feet in a fixed 
position, the hammer is whirled about one's head and thrown for distance over the shoulder. Hammer throwers sometimes employ specially 
designed footwear with flat blades to dig into the turf to maintain their balance and resist the centrifugal forces of the implement as it is whirled 
about the head.  

Weight throw, also known as the weight for distance event. There are actually two separate events, one using a light (28 lb for men and 14 lb for 
women) and the other a heavy (56 lb for men, 42 lb for masters men, and 28 lb for women) weight. The weights are made of metal and have a 
handle attached either directly or by means of a chain. The implement is thrown using one hand only, but otherwise using any technique. Usually 
a spinning technique is employed. The longest throw wins. 

Weight over the bar, also known as weight for height. The athletes attempt to toss a 56-pound (4-stone) weight with an attached handle over a 
horizontal bar using only one hand. Each athlete is allowed three attempts at each height. Successful clearance of the height allows the athlete 
to advance into the next round at a greater height. The competition is determined by the highest successful toss with fewest misses being used to 
break tie scores. 

Sheaf toss: A bundle of straw (the sheaf) weighing 20 pounds (9.1 kg) for the men and 10 pounds (4.5 kg) for the women and wrapped in a 
burlap bag is tossed vertically with a pitchfork over a raised bar much like that used in pole vaulting. The progression and scoring of this event is 
similar to the Weight Over The Bar. There is significant debate among athletes as to whether the sheaf toss is in fact an authentic Highland event. 
Some argue it is actually a country fair event, but all agree that it is a great crowd pleaser.[citation needed] 

Other competitive events include Highland Dance, Pipe Bands including Solo Piping and Drumming, Scottish Harp, and Scottish Fiddle.   
 
Source information from Wikipedia 


