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Family of Bruce Intl  
New Public Facebook page 

 
In the August 2020 Blue Lion, a “help wanted” ad was posted for someone 

interested in creating and managing a more public Facebook page.   Julie 
Goldsworth, the Family of Bruce Commissioner for Southern California, stepped 
forward and volunteered to fill the position!!!   She has created a page on 
Facebook named Family of Bruce INTL!    Anyone can view the content of the 
page, but to be able to post to it you are requested to join the page.    

The Family of Bruce International has had a private Facebook Page since 
2014 created by Australian Chris Bruce which will still be available for those 
who are members.     
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President’s Message 

  Dear Family — 

Happy November everyone!  Although 
with ever increasing COVID numbers, and the life 
impacting consequences of them, there does not 
seem to be a whole lot to be happy about.  I 
hope that you and your families are healthy and 
making the best of these difficult times! 
 One of the consequences of COVID was 
that our AGM this year had to be held virtually on 
ZOOM, rather than in person at Stone Mountain.  I 
am pleased to report that the meeting went very 
well, that we had good participation, and that it 
was great to see so many people, even if it was 
only virtually.  I want to thank you all for electing 
me to another term as president.  It is a great 
honor and a great responsibility for me.  The 
minutes of that meeting are published elsewhere 
in this issue, so won’t be repeated here, but suffice 
to say it worked.   
 I am also very happy to announce that 
Family of Bruce International now has a public 
Facebook page.  You can find it on Facebook 
under Family of Bruce Intl.  It represents another 
way for us to attract people and potential new 
members at a time when our ability to do so 
through games hosting is closed off to us.  I want 
to thank Julie Goldworth, Southern California 
Commissioner, for volunteering to manage the 
page, and Anthony Creek, also a member from 
California, for volunteering to assist her.   
 I am very pleased that, according to our 
Secretary, Polly Bruce Tilford, our membership has 
maintained close to what it has been.  We did 
drop from 325 in October 2019, to about 315 in 
October 2020, but we sadly had a number of 
members pass away this year, as you will see in the 
Flowers of the Forest portion of the AGM meeting 
minutes.  One of my goals for 2021 is to increase 
our membership back to previous levels.  So, we 
are counting on you to renew your membership, if 
you are an annual member, when you receive the 
dues notice that Polly will send out.  We have not 
raised our dues for a number of years, and we 
hope that that will allow you to continue your 
memberships to maintain current levels. We hope 
to use our website, Facebook presence, and, 
hopefully, renewed games hosting, to drive an 
increase in membership, but we are counting on 
you to stick with us and we hope we make it 
worthwhile for you to do so.   

  
 
 

In the meantime, we will all have to satisfy 
ourselves with memories of better times, when we 
could travel, attend games, and enjoy our family 
history.  This month’s photo is a great memory for 
me, traveling with my wife, sons, and daughter-in-
law to Scotland in 2014 for the 700th anniversary 
commemoration of King Robert’s victory at the 
Battle of Bannockburn.  We took a day trip to the 
town of St. Andrews to see the castle and 
cathedral ruins, as well as the golf links, and the 
town itself.  We climbed the tiny circular stone 
stairway to see the view from St. Rule’s Tower, 
where the photo was taken.  The day was made 
especially enjoyable because it was a Sunday, 
and every Sunday the golf courses close and 
people can wander the courses like a public park.  
We got to walk on the Swilken Bridge, located on 
the 18th hole, made famous in so many photos 
from the British Open, and we got up close views 
of some of the greens and bunkers.  My game 
would be no match for that course. 

 

 Better times on June 29, 2014 on top of St. Rule’s Tower,  
St. Andrew’s Cathedral grounds 

L to R, my sons, Charley and Andy Bruce, and me 

When life returns to whatever the new 
normal is going to be, and travel becomes a part 
of life again, I highly recommend another trip to 
Scotland, and a visit to St. Andrews.  Let us hope 
that day comes soon for all of us 

 

Yours aye, 
Don Bruce,  President 
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As if 2020 wasn’t crazy enough, FOBI was 
only able to host two games this year due to 
the Corona Virus!    

FOBI will determine in early 2021 which 
activities FOBI will be able to participate in.     
 

Cheyenne Celtic Festival 
408 S Lions Park Dr 

Cheyenne, Wyoming 
Sept 19-20 2020 – 

Host – Robert Bruce, Colorado Commissioner 
 
Bob and Rachel Bruce of Colorado did 

host a Bruce tent in Cheyenne!!!   Bob is 
proudly wearing a Bruce Tartan mask!   Thank 
you Bob and Rachel! 

 

 
 
 
 

2020 Annual General Meeting  
 
The FOBI Annual General Meeting is 

usually held each year at the Stone 
Mountain Scottish Highland Games in 
Stone Mountain Georgia.     This year the 
AGM was held virtually via Zoom.   The 
FOBI Board was not sure how successful 
the ‘event’ would be and was pleasantly 
surprised when it went off without a hitch!  

 
Below are the minutes taken by FOBI 

National Secretary, Polly Bruce Tilford.    
Robert Bruce, Vice-President, called the 16th AGM 

to order at 1:04 EDT. He explained for all to 
use mute except to talk. There will be a slide 
show agenda.  

Don Bruce, President, welcomed all to the virtual 
AGM. He mentioned it will be fun to see those 
we haven’t seen in a while. Don appreciates 
all who are attending today.  

Allen Bruce, Lieutenant to the Chief, reported Lord 
Elgin has been home through the pandemic 
and is getting weary per his wife Victoria, 
Lady Elgin.   Lady Elgin asked Allen to send the 
Chief’s warmest regards to this virtual 
gathering and hopes next year FOBI can 
have a big gathering.  

Richard Bruce, High Commissioner, greeted all are 
on the meeting. Lord Elgin appointed Richard 
High Commissioner in 2005. Richard is 
responsible to appoint other Commissioners.  

Polly Bruce Tilford, Secretary, reported that FOBI 
has 314 members of which 155 are life 
members. A motion was made by Rodney 
Bruce, Operations Officer, seconded by 
William Bruce, Immediate Past President, with 
all saying Aye to accept the 2019 AGM 
minutes. Polly read the Flowers of the Forest 
that had passed in this fiscal year October 
2019 to October 2020: Ben Gottlieb – Georgia 
– Deb Bruce Gottlieb’s husband; Duncan A. 
Bruce – NYC – Personal representative of Lord 
Elgin, wrote three books FOBI sells, very 
instrumental in forming Bruce International at 
Grandfather Mountain games in 1984; H. 
Bruce Montgomery – New Jersey; Mattie 
Mauldin – Texas; Eleanor Emerson – Alabama; 
Mrs. Harry K. Smith – Georgia; Douglas Branch 
– Texas; T.S. Sharber – North Carolina; Bette  

2020 Games and Festivals
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Helwig – Arizona; Lorrayne Donnell – Texas; 
Martha Crosby James – Illinois; and Julia Bruce 
Cousins – Virginia – mother to Gerald Cousins – 
grandmother to Gerald Jr. and Justin Cousins.  

Allen Bruce mentioned that Lord Elgin, until 
retirement, was the Head of the Royal Order of 
Scotland. In 2006, Lord Elgin arranged for 
Duncan to be a member. Lord Elgin used the 
sword of King Robert the Bruce on Duncan. 
When Duncan found out the same sword had 
been used to knight Robert Burns, he was really 
excited. Richard mentioned meeting Duncan 
at a ceremony in Scotland in 2006. Richard 
was pleased how friendly Duncan was to 
himself and Andrea.  

Deb Bruce Gottlieb, Treasurer, explained the 
Treasurer’s report.  

Opening Balance, as of October 19, 2019 was 
$48,095.77. This included $13,972.56 in the 
checking account and $34,123.21 in the 
savings account.  

Income from October 2019 to October 2020 is 
$6,369.59. This includes merchandise sales, 
annual dues, CD interest earned, etc.  

Expenses from October 2019 to October 2020 
are $6,289.03. This included advertising, Blue 
Lion printing, postage and shipping, old 
website, new website, merchandise 
purchased including the masks, scholarships 
and games. Under expenses, there were not 
much spent this year on games.  There were 
some one-time expenses, though.  

Notice opening balance and current balance 
are very close – both around $48,000. Current 
checking balance is $13,441.04 and Savings is 
$34,735.29. Savings account includes Money 
Market Savings and CD 9 month Savings. 
Available to use in the checking account is 
$3,080.48. The following are obligated/set 
aside in checking: Charitable Operations 
$8,833.96, Transfer of life members due to 
passing or resignation $450, Membership dues 
for 2021 & 2022 $84.15, Bruce Estate Tweed 
$992.45.   The rest of the tweed money was 
used to start the new website. Don Bruce 
accepted the Treasurer’s report. He also 
thanked Deb for all her work being a Treasurer. 
It was also mentioned that FOBI is trying to find  

 
a place to put the CD due to time expired 
where it is now. Allen explained that the Family 
of Bruce in Scotland sent over a bolt of Bruce 
Estate Tweed to FOBI a few years ago. It sold 
quickly to members with a total of $2,000. Allen 
said Lord Elgin designed the tweed. The tweed 
consists of red and gold lines which is the 
Bruce livery colors. Our Chief’s coat of arms 
consists of these colors. Allen said if anyone is 
interested in designing their own coat of arms, 
please contact him. Richard Bruce mentioned 
that the Pleasanton Games in California has 
the largest attendance in the US. Joel and 
family have done a great job setting up there.  

Rodney Bruce, Operations Officer, said Covid -19 
put a damper on the games this year. FOBI 
had two games – SE Florida by Debra Gunn 
and Cheyenne, WY Celtic Festival by Bob 
Bruce. Bob will also host the Moab, Utah 
games in November. Talking about Bob, he 
was FOBI’s virtual representative during the 
Grandfather Mountain calling of the Clans this 
year. The new tri-folds brochures are ready. 
Each game host will receive 50. If you need 
more, contact Rodney. Don mentioned that 
one can still use the old tri-folds but change 
the domain name to read Family of Bruce 
International.org.  

Deb Bruce Gottlieb, Blue Lion Editor, has filled some 
of the Blue Lions with articles/pictures from the 
Broomhall blog.com. William told of his articles 
in the Lion “Whistling in a Scottish Wind”. Deb 
will take pictures and articles for publication.  
Also. The November Blue Lion should be out 
after the Moab, Utah games (games were not 
attended). Robert told Deb he appreciates all 
she does with the Blue Lion.  

Robert Bruce, Charitable Operations Officer, 
reported $1,000 Scholarship was awarded to 
Heather Bruce. $500 Financial Awards were 
awarded to Kyle Bruce Crow and MacKenzie 
Hafer. Since FOBI is a 501(c)(3), anyone wishing 
to donate to the Charitable Operations should 
contact Robert Bruce so he can send you a 
tax write-off statement. Heather Bruce was on 
the virtual call so she was asked if she had 
anything to say, “Thank you so much for the 
scholarship and for enjoying my other interests 
in the past – Highland dancing and the  

2020 Annual General Meeting  (continued) 
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bagpipe band”. Robert discussed the new 
masks. You can place an order through Polly 
or website. One mask is modern Bruce tartan 
and the other is Bruce Estate Tweed colors. 
Order as many as you want at $18 each 
which includes postage.  

William Bruce, Immediate Past President,  
led the election of officers. William said he has 
been part of FOBI’s leadership all sixteen 
years.  
President two year term – Donald Edward 
Bruce,  
Vice-President two year term Robert James 
Bruce of Maryland  
At-Large one year term Robert J. (Bob) Bruce 
of Colorado.  
These are all incumbents. Since there were no 
other nominations by the cut-off date of 
August 15th, Deb made a motion to pass a 
unanimous ballet for these three names, 
seconded by Richard with all saying Aye.  

President Don’s remarks (per Polly). He thanked all 
for entrusting him with another two years as 
President. Several of his predecessors are on 
the meeting today - Rex Bruce, Don’s mentor, 
William Bruce, Allen Bruce and Richard Bruce.   
Don thanked all board members for doing 
such a wonderful job keeping FOBI going.  
This has been a tough year for the world and 
Scottish organizations. He reported that FOBI 
has pretty well maintained their membership – 
last fiscal year 325 and currently 314. 
Financially, we are in very good shape and 
will try to maintain this in the future. FOBI was 
fortunate to have the new website up and 
running last year. Only portal we had this year. 
Don hopes the members have viewed this site 
with all its information. Robert, Rachel 
(Robert’s wife) and Don worked very hard on 
this website.  
FOBI has a Public Facebook presence – 
Family of Bruce Intl. Julie Goldsworth, Southern 
California Commissioner, will be in charge of 
this facebook along with Anthony Creek from 
California. Don thanked them. You need to 
register before posting a comment.  
FOBI is a member of COSCA (Council of 
Scottish Clans and Associations) in the US and, 
CASSOC (Canadian Association of Scottish  

 
 

Societies and Clans) in Canada. Charles, Lord 
Bruce, is a patron of this organization.  
Don reported he himself has had significant 
health issues this year in January through April 
and part of the month of August. He is on his 
way to a full recovery. Don appreciates all the 
prayers and concerns along with William and 
Robert filling in during his absence.  
Don is proud of being a Bruce. Bruces in 
Scotland have been great contributors in 
different fields. Scotland has benefited much 
by them. When Don, Phyllis, Kathy and William 
went to Kincardine, Canada last year, they 
were amazed by all the Bruce connections. 
FOBI is very fortunate to have such a good 
family, with Lord Elgin at the head who is a 
great historian. Charles, Lord Bruce, is very 
interested in FOBI and is constantly adding 
help and advice. It was Lord Bruce that 
passed on the idea of masks. Bruce family in 
Scotland, despite their wealth and position, 
are amazingly down to earth people.  
Don is hoping the New Year will bring us 
health and bring us back together again. It 
has been nice to see several on ZOOM 
meeting today. Don thanked all for their 
continued support for FOBI. A Bruce, A Bruce.  

FOBI’s Vice President Robert thanks all by letting 
him take over vice-president for another two 
years. He said the task of website coordinator 
has been a challenge but very happy of the 
end results. If any member has any ideas 
concerning the website, Robert wants you to 
share with him. Wyatt Webb of Wisconsin, 
software person, offers to be a consult for 
Robert on the website. Anything a member 
wants to have on the website, please send to 
Robert by PDF form. Julie Goldsworth wants 
FOBI members to join the facebook group. 
Deb will present the Facebook on front page 
of November’s Blue Lion.  
The board has enjoyed putting faces with 
names during the Virtual AGM today. Julian 
Bell of NYC joined the meeting. He is related 
to Lord Elgin.  

There was a motion to adjourn the meeting by 
Allen, seconded by Bob with all saying Aye.  

Click on the link below to view the  
Virtual AGM via Zoom.   
https://www.familyofbruceinternational.org/videos/  

 

2020 Annual General Meeting  (continued) 

NEW
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Broomhall House 

   

Published from 
www.facebook.com/BroomhallHouse/posts  

As Remembrance Sunday approaches, we 
are keeping in our thoughts the memories of the 
extended Bruce family and the many others who 
have served in the armed forces. 

Edward Bruce, 10th Earl of Elgin, pictured 
wearing his uniform and rank of Major, served with 
Highland (Fifeshire) Heavy Battery, Royal Garrison 
Artillery (RGA) – a Territorial Army unit formed to 
protect the coastline against naval attack at the 
outbreak of the First World War. 

Under his stewardship, Broomhall House acted 
as the staging post for a nearby artillery battery, 
operated by a unit raised entirely from employees 
of the estate and nearby farms, with horses drawn 
from the Broomhall estate used to transport the 
heavy artillery equipment. 

Subsequently, Edward served as Colonel-
Commandant of the newly formed Labour Corps, 
overseeing construction of all-important railway 
lines, relief trenches and field hospitals near the 
frontline through the course of the war – a 
command which extended to over 200,000 
servicemen. He was later mentioned in dispatches 
and decorated with the CMG in recognition of his 
war service. 

 
Edward Bruce, 10th Earl of Elgin and father of our Chief,  

Lord Elgin, 11th Earl of Elgin     

 
 

As the event centre manages through the 
Covid pandemic, Broomhall House is creatively 
hosting events such as the virtual whisky tasting 
event by the world renowned Charlie MacLean 
who provided commentary for a two hour-long 
live streaming whisky tasting session. Broomhall 
provided an impressive backdrop; Charlie seated 
in the dining room, in front of the ornate 16th 
century fireplace which is made from sections of a 
Royal marriage bed.  

 

This innovative event was arranged by our 
good friends MacLean and Bruce, Charlie was 
also joined by Lord Bruce and his brother Alex (all 
complying with social distancing rules). 

Broomhall has been recently connected to 
high speed internet broadband. We are now able 
to support clients who need to use our prestigious 
interior spaces for video broadcast to reach and 
impress their really important audiences. 

Broomhall House was extremely honoured 
that Lord Bruce together with Mark Ryan of Driving 
Scotland and Stuart Gray of Knockhill Racing 
Circuit have been awarded the title of 
‘Fundraising Team of the Year’, as part of this 
year’s RAF Benevolent Fund annual awards, in 
recognition of our special 2019 event marking the 
100th anniversary of the Fund. 

Broomhall House in late October played host 
to a national two-day off-road driving competition 
- MudMaster 2020 - organised by the 527 (HQ) 
Squadron of the 154 Scottish Regiment RLC (Royal 
Logistics Corps).  Civilian and military teams 
competed in extremely challenging conditions of 
both weather and terrain over the weekend, 
taking advantage of the Broomhall estate’s 
expansive grounds as part of an exceptional off-
road driving experience. 
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Saint Andrew’s Day – November 30 
 

 

Celebrated on November 30 each year as 
Scotland’s National Holiday, St. Andrew’s Day is 
celebrated with food, music, dance, art shows 
and many other festivities.     

Saint Andrew is the Patron Saint of Scotland.   
He was a Galilean fisherman and a disciple of 
Jesus.   He was crucified by the Romans on an X-
shaped cross in Greece and years later his remains 
were moved to Constantinople and then in the 
13th century to southern Almalfi, Italy.    The legend 
is that St Rule was ordered in a vision to take a few 
relics of Andrew to the “ends of the earth” for safe 
keeping.    His sea journey found him ashore on the 
coast of Fife at a location now known as St. 
Andrews.    In 832 AD, Andrew is said to have 
appeared in a vision to a Pictish king the night 
before a battle against the Northumbrians at a 
village in East Lothian.    On the day of the battle a 
Saltire, an X-shaped cross, appeared in the sky 
above the battlefield and on that day the Picts 
were victorious in battle.   The Saltire, or Saint 
Andrew’s Cross was subsequently adopted as the 
national emblem and flag of the Scots.    Andrew 
was first recognized as an official patron saint of 
Scotland in 1320 at the signing of the Declaration 
of Arbroath in an appeal to the Pope by Scottish 
noblemen asserting Scotland’s independence 
from England.     The presence of Andrew’s relics in 
Scotland are a tooth, a kneecap, an arm, and 
finger bones.   This meant that the town of St. 
Andrew in Scotland became a popular medieval 
pilgrimage site. Although, the relics were 
destroyed/removed in the 16th century during the 
Scottish Reformation.    In 1879, the Archbishop of 
Amalfi gifted Andrew’s shoulder blade to St. 
Mary’s Cathedral in Edinburgh and Pope Paul VI 
donated further relics in 1969.     Andrew is also the 
patron saint of Greece, Russia, Romania, and 
Barbados.   His patronage extends to fishmongers, 
gout, singers, sore throats, spinsters, maidens, old 
maids, and women wishing to become mothers.    
http://www.scotland.org/features/the-history-of-
saint-andrew-of-scotland   

http://www.scotland.org/video-gallery/st-andrew-
scotlands-patron-saint   

Reprinted from November 2013 Blue Lion 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The National Flag of Scotland also known as the Saltire 

or Saint Andrew’s Cross 
 
 

 
Saint Andrew 

 
 

   
Cathedral of Saint Andrew (left) and St. Rule’s Tower on 

the grounds of the cathedral in Scotland 

 



         
The Blue Lion – November 2020 

Page 8 of 16 

Scottish Christmas Customs 
 

 

 

There are many Scottish people who engage 
themselves in Christmas celebrations on New Year’s 
Day, known as Hogmanay.  

For the rest of the Scots, Christmas celebrations 
start just before Halloween. The festival is known as Yule 
or Yuletide. This season sees children busy writing letters 
to Santa Claus and parents busy purchasing gifts and 
decorating houses. Scots decorate their houses with 
holly wreaths, candles and tinsel and the Christmas tree 
is decorated with baubles. 

Scots believe in lighting the fires in the fireplace to 
prevent the elves from entering houses and causing 
troubles. There are many who also hang sprigs of 
mistletoe on ceilings and in doorways to keep the evil 
spirits away.  

In Burghead, people set a tar barrel on fire and 
carry it on their head before they smash it into pieces. In 
Comrie, parades displaying huge torches are organized 
and these torches are immersed into the river. Plenty of 
superstitions rule Scottish as they believe that if the fire 
goes out on Christmas Eve, the house will suffer bad luck 
in the following year. 

On Christmas Eve, children hang their stockings 
outside hoping that they would be filled with presents 
when they wake up in the morning. They also leave a 
glass of milk or Whisky for Santa, along with mince pie 
and carrots for the rein deer who guide Santa’s sleigh 
through the dark sky.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Dinner is an occasion for social get-
togethers where grannies, grandpas, uncles and aunts 
all sing songs, dance and play games.   

On Christmas day, people wake up delighted and 
enthusiastic, seeing the presents Santa has left for them. 
This is followed by attending the church services and 
singing of carols during the hour long service.  

A conventional Christmas lunch includes Scotch 
broth, smoked salmon, roast turkey, roast potatoes, 
carrots, brussel sprouts, Christmas pudding and brandy 
custard. A Pudding known as Clootie dumpling (similar 
to a plum pudding) is a traditional Christmas dessert in 
Scotland; children eat it with custard sauce while adults 
prefer rum or whisky with it. Bannock cakes, made of 
oatmeal, are also traditionally eaten during Christmas. 
People also make bonfires and dance around them, 
playing their traditional bagpipes all the while.  

In a country where Christmas was banned for 400 
years, Scotland can still boast of a celebration that can 
give any country a run for its money. Scots have 
managed to bring uniqueness in the way they 
celebrate the great day with tremendous simplicity.  

What creative ideas will you have for celebrating in 
2020? 
 

 

Christmas Market in Edinburgh 2019 

 

As the world will be “social distancing” this Christmas and New Year  
here’s some information and ideas for 2020 
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Scottish North Amerian 
Community Conference 

December 4 – 6 2020 
 

Charles, Lord Bruce will be a keynote speaker 
at the Scottish North American Community 
Conference (SNACC) on Saturday, December 5, 
2020 on What the Declaration of Arbroath is to 
Scotland from 9:55 – 10:20 am.    He then will lead 
a panel discussion: The Enduring Resonance of the 
Declaration of Arbroath from 10:30am – 11:30am   

Due to the pandemic, the conference will be 
held virtually via Zoom and tickets are available 
online for purchase for the three days or for 
specific sessions.  Use the following link for tickets 
  https://scottishleadershipconference.com/tickets      

The SNACC was formed by Chicago Scots, 
American Scottish Foundation, Detroit St. Andrews, 
COSCA, CASSOC, and Scottish Studies Guelph.    
The Conference is an opportunity for those of us in 
the Scottish North American community to share 
views, values, experiences and best  practices. 
The conference aims to raise awareness of 
Scotland and  Scottish culture; to develop a better 
understanding of the roles,  objectives and 
operations of the various government, academic, 
 non-profit and private sector organizations that 
operate in the  Scottish-North American 
community and to identify opportunities to 
 enhance communication and collaboration 
within the community. 

The theme of this year's conference is 
'Enduring Bond of Scottish - North American 
Friendship' 

The following link contains the full agenda for 
the three days  

https://scottishleadershipconference.com/ev
ent-program    

 

 

 
 

  Tributes & Recognition     

 

Flowers of  the Forest

Cary Easley Shelton – Virginia  

April 30, 1951 - October 1, 2020  
Cary was a dedicated supporter to the 
Bruce tent at the Richmond Scottish Games.   
He is survived by his loving wife of over 44 
years, Darlene Shelton. 
  

 
Cary and wife Darlene  

 
Julia Bruce Cousins, 92, of  

Charles City County Virginia  
October 11, 1927 – September 29, 2020 
 
Mother to Gerald Cousins, Sr. (FOB Virginia 
Commissioner), grandmother to Gerald Jr. 
and Justin Cousins.    

Remembrance poppies worn 
on Remembrance Day –   
11 November – are mostly 
used in Australia, Canada, 
New Zealand, and the United 
Kingdom, all of which are 
realms of the Commonwealth 
of Nations—to commemorate 
the servicemen and women 
killed in conflict. They are used 
to a lesser extent in the United 
States.  
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Whistling In A Scottish wind 
      

By William P. Bruce, FSA Scot 
Whistling In A Scottish Wind  (#2) 
A series of musings from William 

 
     Many years ago now, while making a typically 
tourist visit to Stirling Castle, a little known and 
remarked feature was pointed out to me.  It was 
the dog cemetery.   I won’t go into the story of 
that here, but it underscored the fact that Scots 
have always loved and cared for their dogs – 
particularly the many breeds of Scottish origin.  I 
have been told that the Celtic church offered 
Christian burial to animals who had  special 
service and bond to their human masters. 
     Despite my early in life aversion to dogs  
caused by having been bitten about the face 
when I was a small child - and still carry the scars, I 
have learned to appreciate and even have love 
for many of them.  In fact Scottish breeds, from the 
huge wolf and deer hounds to the almost toy size 
of the highland terriers, are a fascination for me.  I 
always make it a point to visit the Scottish animal 
exhibits at games events, and pay particular 
attention to the rough collies and Shetland sheep 
dogs – my favorites.  I had a rough collie as a child 
and have been owned by four Shetland sheep 
dogs (Shelties) as an adult.  The connection 
between those of us of Scots heritage with Scottish 
breed dogs is almost impossible to describe, but 
characterized by an ability  to communicate in 
ways science cannot delineate.  It is just plain 
beyond words to fully understand the connection, 
the caring, the insight, between us and our dogs. 
     Permit me to tell you a very personal story 
relating to one of my own Shelties by the name of 
“Jake”.  Jake was very sensitive, and being a 
rescue, came from a very insensitive situation early 
in his life.  However, he was permitted to thrive 
when he came to live with my family.  It came to 
be that my mother, very elderly at the time, fell, 
broke her hip, had a surgical repair, and spent 
time in a surgical rehabilitation facility.  The 
physical wounds were healing well, but the 
psychological ones were not.  She had become 
almost catatonic, her eyes were blank and she 
simply sat still, not communicating.  The doctors 
and well experienced nurses, therapists  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
and care aides could not get through to her, nor 
could family, not even myself.  One day I brought 
Jake with me for a visit..  He took one look at her, 
and with no prompting from me, jumped up into 
her lap and proceeded to lick from finger tips  to 
shoulder, very completely and comprehensively.  
By the time he had finished the light was back in 
her eyes, there was a smile on her face, her limbs 
were moving and she was speaking again.  This 
little dog was able to do what all the “experts” 
could not – what a beautiful canine miracle.  This, 
yet another example of the bond God created 
between Scottish families and their Scottish dogs.  I 
believe it – how about you? 
November, 2020: 
 
 
 

  
 

William with his Sheltie Rescue 
Bruce’s Robby of the Burns 
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Scottish Attire 

   

The Wearing of Highland Dress 
By Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot 

Reprinted from the Blue Lion – May 2011 
 

As interest in attending Scottish events evolves, 
there is much appeal in the wearing of highland 
dress… and with that comes many questions.   In 
thinking about the most common questions and/or 
comments I receive at different Scottish events, this 
seems like a good time to put these points down and 
share them with you.   The wearing of Scottish attire is 
a proud activity, and although we in America are 
not so restricted in our attitude towards tradition, we 
are however celebrating our ancient culture and 
heritage which is governed by many conventions.    

 Please note, I do not claim to be an expert on 
Scottish Attire; although, as questions and comments 
have arisen, I’ve taken the time to research them.   In 
this brief article, here are some of the most common 
themes: 
Tartan – Who can wear the tartan? 

Tartan is a cloth which is twill woven with 
identifying patterns of horizontal and vertical stripes 
of colors woven in reverse against the length of the 
cloth.   Most tartan designs mirror the image when 
turned. The legitimacy for a family or clan tartan lies 
in the approval of a clan chief.  Family names were 
given to tartans during Sir Walter Scott’s time, and 
the idea of wearing the “correct” tartan began.  I’ve 
always heard that one needs to belong to the clan 
to wear the tartan, but in my research, I did not find 
any documented “right” to wear or to not wear any 
tartan.  There are however, some tartans and tweeds 
that are not available to the public and are only 
used by an individual.   For those who receive this 
newsletter via email, page 16 displays some Bruce 
tartans in color.   
Men’s Wear –  

Kilt – The Kilt is the most recognizable symbol of 
Scottish identity and is typically worn by men.  There 
are two types of pleating to choose from.   The most 
common is the design of the sewn pleats at the top 
of the Kilt which recreates the pattern of the tartan.  
The other style is military pleating where the stripe is 
centered on every pleat.   The kilt should sit at the 
waist just below the bottom rib and rest at the top of 
the knee and no longer.   The kilt pin should only be 
through the top apron of the kilt otherwise it spoils the 
hanging of the kilt.  The kilt can be worn with or 
without a jacket for informal wear.  Since the kilt is 
such an expensive investment, some research should 
be done before purchase to ensure a proper fit.   

 

 
 
Hose/Stocking – Originally made of cloth in a 

red and white dicing pattern they would get out of 
shape and were replaced by the current day knitted 
hose.  To look the best, the hose should complement 
the colors in the tartan and be worn a couple of 
inches below where the knee bends.  Hose can be 
knitted in the pattern of the tartan, red & white dice 
pattern, or solid colors that complement the key 
colors of the tartan such as red or green for the Bruce 
tartan.  White hose is strictly reserved for pipe bands; 
however, in the 1960’s many Scottish attire outfitters 
included white or off-white hose with the purchase of 
a kilt – possibly because they were less expensive.   
To many Scottish attire traditionalists and others, 
wearing white hose is not complementary to the 
tartan and kilt for formal or informal wear.    

Sporrans – Used as a utilitarian leather pouch by 
men they are tied around the waist no more than a 
hand’s breadth (about 3-5”) below the navel.  
Sporrans have evolved from very simple leather 
pouches to elaborate decorative ones.   The style of 
dress (formal or informal) should dictate which style 
sporran to wear.    

 

Women’s Wear –  
Kilted Skirt – Women wear kilted skirts rather than 

kilts.  They are tapered to fit a women’s body rather 
than the straight sides of a man’s kilt.   This causes the 
pattern design of the tartan to be varied at the top 
where the pleats are stitched and therefore are 
more like skirts.  They also can be worn at any length.     

Sash – Ladies should wear the sash pinned at the 
right shoulder.   The following ladies can wear the 
sash on the left shoulder: 1) ladies who are chiefs or 
chieftains in their own right, 2) wives of chiefs and 
chieftains, or 3) wives of colonels of Highland 
regiments.    
 

This review on Scottish attire only covers the most 
common questions.   Since it is a very broad and 
interesting subject, it can be further investigated using 
the following sources:    
"Scottish Clan & Family Encyclopedia" by George Way 

of Plean and Romilly Squire (Harper Collins, 1994). 
The Court of the Lord Lyon –  
Scottish Tartans Authority –Scottish Tartans Museum – 

Franklin, NC www.scottishtartans.org  
“So You’re Going to Wear the Kilt” – J. Charles 

Thompson (Heraldic Arts) 
Electric Scotland Website – www.electricscotland.com 

 
 

 



         
The Blue Lion – November 2020 

Page 12 of 16 

    
 

Membership Committee  
Polly Bruce Tilford 

 

       The Family of Bruce International warmly 
welcomes new members who have recently 
joined!!!    
 

“Ceud Mile Failte” 
(One hundred Thousand Welcomes in Scots Gaelic) 

 

New Members:    
Alaska – Izaak Bruce 
California – C. Dirk Rinker 

 
Charitable Operations Committee 

Robert J. Bruce 
 

2020 Family of Bruce International 
Scholarship  

Application Due date is  
November 30, 2020 

 

In May 2017, FOBI was proud to announce 
to the membership of Family of Bruce 
International, Inc, the establishment of a 
scholarship as part of the charitable operations 
of our organization.  For quite some time, our 
Board has been in discussion concerning the 
wider dissemination of the funds we have at 
hand which are designated for charitable work.  
This is, of course, in line with our IRS identification 
as a 501c3 not for profit charitable organization.  
The 1st scholarship was awarded in 2017 to 
Mackenzie Bruce who is a graduate student in 
architecture at the University of Michigan.   In 
2018, two scholarships were awarded, one to 
MacKenzie Hafer who is an Anthropology 
student at the University of West Georgia, and 
another to Kyle Bruce Crow who is studying 
Veterinarian Medicine and Surgery at the 
University of Glasgow, Scotland, and in 2019 to 
Heather Bruce who is studying Art at the 
University of San Francisco.    Here is what you all 
should know about this scholarship.  

One scholarship will be granted not more 
than once in a calendar year, and for the fourth 
year (2020) will be in the amount of $1,000. The  

 

 
scholarship will be open only to members of 
Family of Bruce International, which, because all 
of our memberships are family memberships, 
include both the primary member, spouse, and 
all children under the age of 18.    Former family 
members now 18 years of age and older must 
have their own membership in order to make 
application. 

Applicants are required to submit a 
proposal for use of the funds in writing (not in an 
email), and with all significant details, to the 
FOBI Board, who, acting as a committee of the 
whole, will make the final decision as to who the 
successful applicant will be.  Application in 
writing must be made by November 30, 2020.   
Scholarship funds may be used only for tuition 
and other institutional fees of an accredited 
college, university, or other established and 
trusted academic/cultural organization of high 
standing.   Priority will be given to that applicant 
whose study is focused on, or is clearly linked 
with, Scottish history and culture, and 
particularly with the history and culture of the 
Family of Bruce.  Other academic ventures may 
also be considered.    

Regular reports to the FOBI Board, on the 
progress of their study will be required of 
successful applicants.  
Requirements Summary:   

 Former family members, now 18 years of 
age and older, must have their own 
membership in order to make application. 

 Application/proposal must be made in 
writing (no email) and received no later than 
November 30, 2020.   Any application received 
after November 30 will not be considered. 

 Funds will be used only for tuition and 
other institutional fees of an accredited college, 
university, or other established and trusted 
academic/cultural organization of high 
standing and will be credited directly to that 
student’s account at that institution. 

 

Please mail your written proposal to: 
Polly Bruce Tilford – FOBI National 

Secretary 
5561 Earl Young Rd., 

Bloomington, IN  47408 

Committee Updates 
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 Gifts and Merchandise!!!! 
  

Are you starting to think about gifts for your 
beloved Scottish family member or friend??   

Please see our inventory below!!! 
Also remember that memberships make great 

gifts!  
www.familyofbruceinternational.org/merchandise/   
You can order these items using the order 

form on the other side of page!!! 
 

BOOKS –  
 

The Elgins – 1766-1917 –  by Sydney Checkland.  
Period history of the Earls of Elgin, their families, 
and Broomhall.    $24.00 ($20 + $4 shipping) 
 

DVDs –  
The 700th Anniversary of The Enthronement of 
Robert Bruce.  The DVD contains footage of the events 
on Sunday, March 26, 2006.   You will hear the incredible 
music and an upfront view of the church service at St. 
John’s Kirk, and the Ceremony of Acclaim and events 
at Scone Palace.    The DVD is approx. two hours long. 
$23.00 ($20.00 + $3.00 shipping) 
Bruce Family History – DVD version. Family of Bruce 
Video was produced in 1974 by our Chief, the Earl of 
Elgin and Kincardine to mark the 700th anniversary of the 
birth of King Robert I.   This is a very fine exposition of the 
history of our Family, and should be in the collection of 
every Bruce.    $23.00 ($20 + $3 shipping)  
  SHIRTS –  
Green Bruce T-shirt with quote from the Declaration of 
Arbroath on the back.  Sizes Small to 3XL – $19.00 ($15 + 
$4 shipping per shirt) 

   
                    Front                                Back 
 
 Robert the Bruce King of Scots T-shirt 

 
 

 
    

 
 
 
Family of Bruce International Polo – with Crest 

 

    
 

Polo shirt in White, Black, or Gray. 
     Men’s Polo is button down 
     Specify Mens or Womens 

Adult –  Med, Large, XL, 2XL  $30.00  
               ($25 + $5 shipping per shirt) 
 

OTHER ITEMS –  
Face Mask in Bruce Tartan or plain green (not 
shown)    $18.00 including postage for each 

 
 

       
Adjustable Single     
      Strap Style 
Ordered  through the website or paper order form 
www.familyofbruceinternational.org website HOME 
Page and click on ORDER NOW or through the 
Order Form on the next page. 
 
         Tote Bag –  $21.00 ($18 +$3 shipping)  

 
                      Natural Color                                          

Bruce Badges/Pin –  
 

   $8.00  
($5 + $3 shipping per badge) 

T-Shirts with the Robert the Bruce – King of Scots 
screen printed on the front Black 

Sizes – Youth Med and Large  
              $24.00 ($20+$4  
 shipping per shirt) 
 
           Adult Small – XXX-Large   

 $26.00 ($22 + $4                       
 shipping per shirt) 

 

NEW 
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Family of Bruce International USA – Merchandise Order Form 
 
Name:    
Address: 

ITEM QTY SIZE (if applicable) COLOR  
(if applicable) 

PRICE EACH SHIPPING 
EACH 

TOTAL EACH 
ITEM 

 
Green Arbroath T 
Shirt 

 

 Sizes available           
S – M – L – XL – XXL - 
XXXL 
Please separately list  

quantity and sizes 

 
Green 

 
$15.00 

 
$4.00 ea. 

 

Robert the Bruce 
King of Scots T-
shirt 

 

 Sizes available:  
   Adult Small – 
Medium –        
   Large – XL – XX-
Large –  
   XXX-Large  
   Youth Med and 
Large 

 
Black 

 

 
 
Adult - 
$22.00 
 
Youth – 
$20.00 

 
 
$4.00 ea. 

 

Family of Bruce 
International 
Polo shirt with 
Crest  

 

 Men – button down 
Specify Men or 
Women 
 
Adult – Medium, 
Large, XL, 2XL 

 
White, Black Gray 

 
$25.00 

 
$5.00 ea. 

 

Tote Bag 
 

  
n/a 

 
Natural 

 
$18.00 

 
$3.00 

 

 
Books 

      

 
The Elgins   
    1766 – 1917 

 

  
n/a 

 
n/a 

 

 
$20.00 
 

 
$4.00 
 

 

DVDs 
 
Bruce Family 
History 

 

  
        n/a 

 
n/a 

 
$20.00 DVD 
 

 
$3.00 

 

700th Anniversary 
of the 
Enthronement of 
Robert Bruce 

  
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
$20.00 

 
$3.00 

 

Bruce Badge/Pin 
New Rectangle 

  
n/a 

  
$ 5.00 

  
$3.00 

 

Face Mask   Bruce Modern 
Tartan or Green 

$18.00 
includes 
shipping 

-  

TOTAL $ AMOUNT INCLUDING SHIPPING $           .00 
 

Please send an email to pollytilford@comcast.net to ensure the items desired are still available 
 

Merchandise can be ordered by sending this order form and a check payable to 
Family of Bruce International, Inc. to: 

 

Mrs. Polly Bruce Tilford 
5561 Earl Young Road 
Bloomington, IN  47408  

OR 
PayPal (familyofbruceinternational@gmail.com) 

OR 
Via the website at www.familyofbruceinternational.org/merchandise/    

Telephone (812) 336-5574 
pollytilford@comcast.net  
 

Order through the  website or paper order form 
www.familyofbruceinternational.org  website 
HOME PAGE and click on ORDER NOW
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Commissioners 
 

Chief
 

The Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, KT, LLD, DLitt, DL, JP 
Broomhall, Dunfermline, Scotland 

Crest*:  A lion statant with tail extended Azure, armed and langued Gules. 
Arms*:  Or, a saltire and chief Gules, on a canton Argent a lion rampant Azure. 
Motto:  Fuimus – We have been. 

* The Crest and Arms belong to the Chief and can only be used by him.  Use of the Crest surrounded by a buckled belt is acceptable. 

Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors and Commissioners

 Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors 
President 

Donald E. Bruce,  
FSA Scot 

1051 Eagle Ridge Trail 
Stillwater, MN    55082 

bruce1051@comcast.net 

Vice President 
 Robert James Bruce,  

FSA Scot 
504 Sudbury Rd. 

Linthicum, MD  21090 
robertjamesbruce78@gmail.com 

Secretary 
Polly Bruce Tilford 

5561 Earl Young Rd., 
Bloomington, IN   

47408 
pollytilford@comcast.net   

Treasurer 
Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, 

FSA Scot 
1495 Jones Road 

Roswell, GA 30075 
debgottlieb@bellsouth.net 

 

Operations Officer 
Rodney Bruce  

500 Tussey Fork Rd. 
Greenup, KY    

41144 
gkints@juno.com  

Immediate Past President  
William P. Bruce, FSA Scot 

5556 27th Ave., So. 
Minneapolis, MN 

55417-1934 
 

At-Large Board Member 
Robert J. Bruce 
1652 Glencoe 
Denver, CO  

80220 
bobbruce@RJBLAWYERLLC.COM  

Lieutenant to the Chief 
Thomas Allen Bruce, FSA Scot 

PO Box 924 
Holly Springs, GA  

30142 
tabruce@windstream.net 

High Commissioner  
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot 

83 Maxwehunt Rd 
Dahlonega, GA   

30533 
brucefsascot@yahoo.com 

Family of Bruce Commissioners 
 

High Commissioner 
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot 
Dahlonega, GA    
 
 

Northern California 
Joel C. Bruce  
70 Summit Rd. 
Watsonville, CA   95076 
joel102506@yahoo.com  
 
 

Southern California 
Julie Goldsworth, FSA Scot 
14791 Athel Ave 
Irvine, CA 92606 
goldjulie@aol.com  
 
 

 

 

Colorado  
Robert J. Bruce 
1652 Glencoe 
Denver, CO   80220 
92900hab@comcast.net  
 
Upper Mid-West 
William P. Bruce, FSA Scot 
Minneapolis, MN    
       Deputy Commissioner  

Don Bruce, FSA Scot 
Stillwater, MN   55082 
 

 

New York 
Chip Compton 
2323 Tully Farms Rd. 
LaFayette, NY 13084 
bruceofcny@gmail.com  
 
 

 

 

Northeast 
Vacant 
 
Oklahoma 
MarLo Alexander 
113 N. W. Ramblewood Rd. 
Bartlesville, OK  74003 
mcua1971@gmail.com  
 
 

 Pennsylvania 
Steven Cobaugh 
231 School Lane 
Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
smcobaugh@comcast.net  
 

 
Southeast 
Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, 
FSA Scot  
Roswell, GA 
 
 

 

Texas 
Vizi Bruce Lange-Caldwell 
1656 Hamblen Rd. 
Kingwood, TX  77339-4023 
vizilange@gmail.com  

 
 
 

Virginia 
Gerald Cousins, Sr. 
7329 Sedgemoor Circle 
Mechanicsville, VA 23116 
4uskins57@gmail.com 
 
At-Large 
Rex A. Bruce 
Bloomington, IN 
 

    

Family of Bruce International is a non-profit organization established to create and promote kinship amongst its family members and to encourage 
interest in the Family of Bruce and its history.   Membership is open to persons interested in their Scottish heritage and especially those who qualify 
by surname, by descent, or by recognized septs:   Carlisle, Carruthers, Crosby, Randolph, and Stenhouse.  It is the only such organization 
recognized by the hereditary chief of the Name of Bruce, The Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine.   
 
Mission Statement:    To promote, honor, and preserve our Scottish and Bruce heritage by sponsoring activities, events, scholarships, and continual 
communication through the E-Magazine and website.  We will therefore, provide educational information, tributes to our history and ancestors, and 
thereby attract Bruces and Septs into the enjoyment and celebration of our familial relationships. 

Editor The
 Blue Lion – Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot 

Webmaster for familyofbruceinternational.org – Robert James Bruce 
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EXAMPLES OF BRUCE TARTANS    

    
BRUCE MODERN   BRUCE ANCIENT 

 

    
BRUCE OF KINNAIRD MODERN      BRUCE OF KINNAIRD ANCIENT 

According to the Scottish Tartans Authority, there are over 5,000 registered tartans.    The most 
common of the Bruce tartan is the Modern and the Ancient.   The design is the same but the “Modern” 
is brighter due to modern dyes and the “Ancient” more muted.    There is also a Bruce Tartan named 
for James Bruce of Kinnaird who explored parts of Africa and the Mediterranean in the 18th Century.     


