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May 8, 1945
Victory in Europe – VE Day 

Victory in Europe Day is the day celebrating the formal acceptance by the Allies 
of World War II of Nazi Germany’s unconditional surrender of its armed forces on 
Tuesday, 8 May 1945, marking the end of World War II in Europe.  

Some of our FOBI members will remember this historic day and those days 
preceding the victory through their participation or hear stories from those family 
members.   All were heros of that time! 

The Scottish Family of Bruce members are well remembered in the following  
three-part series of articles that was published recently on the Broomhall House 
Blog….  https://www.broomhallhouse.com/blog/   (printed with permission) 

 
VE Day 75th anniversary: The Bruce family and world war (Part 1) 

 
Although aged only fifteen when Britain declared war, 96 year old Andrew Bruce 

(11th Earl of Elgin) is one of the few surviving witnesses to the first air battle fought over 
the British mainland – the  Battle of the Forth –  which occurred on 16th October 1939. 
Intercepting three waves of enemy bombers, the RAF deployed both 602 and 603 
Squadrons (Cities of Edinburgh and Glasgow) whose Reservist pilots shot down two 
Heinkel He 111s  and a Junkers Ju 88. 

Together with his father, (10th Earl of Elgin, Lord Lieutenant of Fife), Bruce stood on 
the south lawn at his home, Broomhall House watching the Luftwaffe planes flying 
across the river from West Lothian searching for the battleship HMS Hood. He recalls: 
“My father told me to run back to the house to fetch his rifle. He emptied a magazine 
at the leading Heinkel which later crashed at Crail!” 

On leaving Eton College in 1941 where he had trained with the officer training 
corps, Bruce joined the Home Guard with the rank of sergeant. Both his older sisters 
had also joined up. Lady Martha chose the WAAC where she rose to the rank of 
Major; while Lady Jean joined the WAAF, serving in the Operations Room at Biggin 
Hill.       (continued on Page 6) 
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President’s Message 

   

Dear Family — 
Greetings everyone!  As you may have heard, 

I have had some major health issues this year that 
prohibited me from performing my duties as 
President.  Our Vice President, Robert Bruce ably 
filled in for me during the first third of the year and 
wrote the President’s Page in the February Blue 
Lion.  I am still not fully recovered, but am finally 
back home after 4 months and 3 days in the 
hospital and transitional care.  My illness had 
nothing to do with the coronavirus plaguing all of 
us.  

I have been very fortunate in my life to have 
had generally very good health for my first 65 
years.  That all changed on January 13.  I had just 
recovered from my first kidney stone in 35 years, 
when I had some severe abdominal pain.  For the 
second time in 4 days, Kathy took me to the ER.  
There we discovered that I had a ruptured colon 
due to diverticulitis.  I underwent emergency 
surgery to remove part of my colon.  Because of 
the nature of the surgery I then developed sepsis.  
I am frankly lucky to be alive.  As a result of the 
sepsis, my kidneys shut down and I was placed on 
kidney dialysis 3 times per week.  As I began to 
slowly recover, there was concern that my kidneys 
would not function again.  About March 23 I was 
awakened to be told that my kidneys had started 
working again and I would no longer need dialysis.  
This was, of course, the best news I had had in a 
long time, since being on permanent dialysis 
would have been a complete life changer. 

If you have ever had the misfortune of being 
hospitalized for a long period, you know what it 
does to your strength and stamina.  I have been in 
physical and occupational therapy for months to 
try to gain that back.  I still have a long way to go, 
but I am gradually getting there. 

Of course, while all my health issues were 
going on, the world was dealing with the 
coronavirus epidemic, and I was essentially 
quarantined with no visitors, since getting Covid-19 
was the last thing I needed.  I have avoided it thus 
far.  I hope that all of you have been able to get 
through this extremely difficult time without 
suffering the ill effects of the disease.  If not, I wish 
you a speedy recovery.    

 
 

 
 
 

Happier times at a Fish Boil in Door Cty WI – Sept. 2019 
The pandemic has been the subject of much 

discussion at our monthly board meetings, which I 
was able to start attending again in April.  As you 
know, most all games starting in March and 
continuing through late summer have been 
cancelled, or with rare exceptions, postponed.  
We have advised members who set up tents at 
games to not do so, even if the games are still on.  
Our family members’ health is far more important 
than any games.  We await word on whether 
games into the fall, including Stone Mountain, will 
be held.  This has prompted discussion concerning 
how we would conduct our AGM if Stone 
Mountain is cancelled or if we decide to not have 
a tent there this year. 

In the event that Stone Mountain is out this 
year, we will likely hold a virtual AGM over some 
service such as Zoom or the like.  We will keep our 
membership informed by email and through the 
Blue Lion as to the plans.  This decision will be 
made soon.  Elections this year include my job as 
President and I do intend to run for another term.  
More in the August Lion.  

Due to my health issues, Kathy and I have 
already decided that we will not be at Stone 
Mountain if the games are on.  This will be the first 
time since 2004 that I will not be there and I will 
greatly miss seeing so many family members that I 
love to see every year.  But I cannot risk my health 
at a big event like that.  Best wishes to all of you! 

 

Yours aye, 
Don Bruce,  President 
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Due to an abundance of caution and 

concern for the health of all hosts and 
attendees, many of the events that were 
listed in the May 2020 Blue Lion have been 
cancelled.   In addition, the FOBI Operations 
Officer, President, and VP have advised all 
hosts that it may not be conducive to hold 
any games through August 2020.      

All the games that were identified 
previously are listed below.   Those marked 
‘CANCELLED’ are officially not going to be 
held in 2020; however there are some that 
may not have changed on their website.   If 
you choose to attend any that are not 
marked cancelled you may want to double 
check on the current status before going. 
 
Finger Lakes Celtic Festival 
4925 Collett Road, Farmington, NY 
May, 16 
Host:  Chip Compton 
New York Commissioner 
http://www.flceltic.org/    CANCELLED 
 
Glasgow Highland Games  
Barren River Lake State Resort Park  
1149 State Park Road, Lucas KY 42156 
May 29, 30, and 31 
Host:   Joseph Ryan Bruce 
https://www.glasgowhighlandgames.com/     
CANCELLED 
 
Allegany County Celtic Festival 
Fireman’s Park – Cuba, NY 
June 6 
Host:   Chip Compton 
New York Commissioner 
http://www.alleganycountyceltic.com/     
CANCELLED 
 
Genesee Country Village &  
Museum Celtic Faire 
1410 Flint Hill Road, Mumford, NY 
June 13  
 
 

 
 
 
Host:  Chip Compton 
New York Commissioner 
https://www.gcv.org/events/celtic-faire/  
 
Cumberland Valley Scottish Games 
Shippensburg, PA 
June 13 – first year being held 
Host:   Stephen M. Cobaugh 
Pennsylvania Commissioner 
https://cvscotsgame.org/    CANCELLED 
 
Ohio Scottish Games and Celtic Festival 
Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds  
19201 E Bagley Rd Middleburg Hts.  Ohio 
June 26 – 27 
Host – Kenneth Swank 
https://www.ohioscottishgames.com/  

CANCELLED 
 
Celtic Fling & Highland Games 
PA Renaissance Faire Grounds 
Manheim, PA 
June 27 – 28  
Host:   Stephen M. Cobaugh 
http://www.parenfaire.com/celtic.html  
 
Elizabeth Celtic Festival 
Casey Jones Park,  
Elizabeth Colorado 
July 18 – 19 
Host – Robert Bruce 
Colorado Commissioner 
https://www.elizabethcelticfest.org/  
CANCELLED 
 
Colorado Scottish Festival 
Citizens Park 
5420 W. 24th Ave 
Edgewater, CO. 
August 1 – 2 
Host – Robert Bruce 
Colorado Commissioner 
https://www.ifea.com/events/2020/colorado-
scottish-festival 

 

2020 Games and Festivals 
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Hadi Highland Games 
Evansville, Indiana 
August – August 17 
Host – Joseph Ryan Bruce    CANCELLED 
 
Monterey Scottish Games 
Monterey Fair Grounds 
Monterey, CA 
August 1 – 2  
Host:   Joel Bruce 
California Commissioner 
http://www.montereyscotgames.com/    

CANCELLED 
 
Central NY Scottish Games 
Longbranch Park – Liverpool, NY 
August 8 
Host:  Chip Compton 
New York Commissioner 
https://cnyscottishgames.org/      CANCELLED 
 
Jamestown Regional Celtic Fest 
Mayville Lakeside Park, Mayville, NY 
August 21 – 22  
Host:  Chip Compton 
New York Commissioner 
http://www.96thhighlanders.com/festival/Festi

val.html    CANCELLED 
 
155th Scottish Highland Games 
Almeida County Fairgrounds 
Pleasanton, CA 
September 5 – 6 
Host:   Joel Bruce 
California Commissioner 
https://thescottishgames.com/   
 
Capital District Scottish Games 
Altamont Fairgrounds 
129 Grand Street, Altamont, NY 
September 5 – 6  
Host:  Chip Compton 
New York Commissioner 
https://scotgames.com/   CANCELLED 
 
 

 
 
 
Covenanter Scottish Festival 
Quarryville, PA 
September 12 
Host:   Stephen M. Cobaugh 
Pennsylvania Commissioner 
https://www.covenanterscottishfestival.com/  
 
Columbus Scottish Festival 
Bartholomew County Fairgrounds 
Columbus, Indiana 
September 12 – 13 
Host:   Polly Bruce Tilford 
http://scottishfestival.org/    CANCELLED 
 
Oklahoma Scot Fest 
Broken Arrow, OK 
September 18 
Host:   MarLo Alexander 
Oklahoma Commissioner 
https://okscotfest.com/  

 
Cheyenne Celtic Festival 
408 S Lions Park Dr,  
Cheyenne, Wyoming 
Sept 19-20 2020 – DATE CHANGED  FROM JUNE   
Host – Robert Bruce  
Colorado Commissioner 
Facebook – Cheyenne Celtic Festival  
 
Ligonier Highland Games – tentative for Bruce 
tent 
Idlewood Park, Ligonier, PA 
September 19 – 20  
Host:  Stephen M. Cobaugh 
Pennsylvania Commissioner 
http://www.ligonierhighlandgames.org/   
 
Niagara Celtic Festival 
Niagara County Fairgrounds, Lockport NY 
September 19 – 20 
Host:  Chip Compton 
New York Commissioner 
http://niagaraceltic.com/ 
 
 
 

 

2020 Games and Festivals (continued) 
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Celtic Classic Highland Games & Festival – 
tentative for Bruce tent - Bethlehem, PA 
September 25 – 27 
Host:   Stephen M. Cobaugh 
Pennsylvania Commissioner 
http://www.celticfest.org/ 
 
Houston Highland Games 
Humble Civic Center & Arena Complex 
8233 Will Clayton Pkwy, Humble, Texas 77338 
September 26 
Host – Vizi Bruce Caldwell 
https://houstonhighlandgames.com/    

CANCELLED 
 

Stone Mountain Highland Games 
Stone Mountain Park, GA October 17 – 18  
Hosts:   Deb Bruce Gottlieb, SE Commissioner  
and Marty Bruce 
http://www.smhg.org/   
 
Central Virginia Celtic & 
Highland Games Richmond, VA Raceway 
Complex  October 24 – 25 
Host – Gerald Cousins 
Virginia Commissioner 
www.vacelticfestival.com        

 
Scots on the Rocks – Moab Celtic Festival 
Moab, Utah  November 6, 7, 8 
Host – Robert Bruce 
Colorado Commissioner 
https://www.scotsontherocksmoab.org/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SE Florida Scottish Festival and 
Highland Games – Plantation Heritage 

Park, Plantation, Florida 
March 7 – Host – Debra Gunn 

https://sassf.org/Festival 
 

A great time was had despite the wind, 
with strong gusts for most of the afternoon.  
Good fortune was with us though that the 
new tents held - new as in they were 
replaced 2 years ago from wind damage! 
The games still drew a good crowd, although 
slightly down from previous years.  

We all had an enjoyable day working 
together, answering people’s questions, 
conversing about history, sharing experiences 
as well as some laughs! 

Everyone jumped in there and operated 
in concert, even tearing down the tent 
together at day’s end - the old saying is true, 
many hands make little work.   

A big thank you & much appreciation to 
the team!!  A special thank you to Eric Harp 
who drove from the west coast arriving early 
to help set up (& stayed for tear down!). 

These games would probably have been 
cancelled if held a week later due to the 
pandemic!!    
 

 
Photo left to right:  Donna Gunn Faryniarz, Eric Harp, Anne 
Waters (new member), Serena Rinker, and Debra Gunn 

 

2020 Games and Festivals (continued)      2020 Fobi Activities  Held (March) 

 

Family of Bruce InternationaI most certainly thanks 
all who host or participate in Bruce events!     

 
Volunteers are always needed!   If you are 

interested in hosting an event or volunteering 
please contact  

 
Rodney Bruce, Operations Officer 

gkints@juno.com  
or at 

500 Tussey Fork Rd. 
Greenup, KY   41144 
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In 1942, Andrew Bruce joined the 3rd 
(Tank) Battalion, Scots Guards, a regiment in 
which successive members of the family had 
served since 1787.  In 1941 each of the Foot 
Guards regiments had been allocated an 
additional armoured battalion jointly forming 
the 6th (Guards) Armoured Brigade. As an 
independent armoured unit the brigade was 
attached to different infantry divisions fighting 
in North West Europe, for the remainder of the 
war. 

 

 
 

Eton College Officer Training Corps, 1941 
Andrew Bruce (centre, rear) is standing behind Viscount 

Althorp (1924-1992). Later the 8th Earl Spencer, he was the 
father of Princess Diana. To the right of Viscount Althorp is 

Officer Cadet Edwin Bramall, who later become Field Marshall 
Bramall KG (1923-2019) 

 

Landing at Juno Beach on 22nd July, the 
3rd Scots Guards were assigned to the 15th 
Scottish Division, 2nd British Army Corps. The 20 
year old Second Lieutenant Lord Bruce was 
posted to the Left Flank where he 
commanded a troop of three Churchill Mk IV 
tanks. Named after the principal Scottish rivers 
– Forth, Clyde and Tay – his troop of Churchills, 
each with a crew of four, were armed with  

 
 

 

either a six pounder or a 75mm anti-tank gun, 
a 7.65mm hull-mounted Besa machine gun 
and also a Bren gun. Within a week of 
landing, the 3rd Scots found themselves 
engaged in one of the most critical battles of 
the Normandy campaign – the Battle of 
Caumont – where they were pitted against 
the formidable 2nd Panzer Division. 

Advancing through 6,000 yards of 
Bocage countryside –  where dense 
hedgerows and sunken lanes could restrict 
visibility to less than 200 feet – the Scots 
Guards quickly outran their supporting infantry 
units –  the 2nd Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders and the 2nd Gordon Highlanders. 
They fought on as an independent armoured 
unit, flushing out and destroying enemy 
strong-points as they moved forward. 
Although they succeeded in routing three 
well-entrenched German regiments – taking a 
large number of prisoners – they paid a heavy 
price, succumbing to an ambush from three 
Jagdpanther 88 tank destroyers under the 
command of the notorious SS-
Haupsturmfuhrer Michael Wittmann: in the 
space of five minutes, the 3rd Scots lost eleven 
Churchill tanks.   Later awarded the action as 
a Battle Honour, the 3rd Scots were singled out 
by General Dempsey, Commander of 2nd 
British Army, who described Caumont as one 
of the most important tank battles fought by 
the British Army in WW2, as it helped to smash 
enemy resistance in Normandy, thus 
contributing to the collapse and headlong 
rout of Army Group B at the Battle of Falaise 
Gap. 

In the week following the break-out at 
Caumont, further skirmishes were fought by 3rd 
Scots with pockets of well-entrenched 
German troops ordered to stand fast by Hitler. 
At Estry, while advancing in support of the 
Highland Light Infantry, Bruce’s troop fought 
off a determined attack by a platoon of SS. 
At Chenedolle on 12th August, while  

 

Bruces – VE Day (continued from Page 1) 
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advancing in support of the Welsh Guards, his 
tank was hit by a Panzerfaust rocket and 
quickly ignited.  Although two of the crew 
escaped, the driver Guardsman Brand was 
killed. Badly burned and severely wounded in 
the right leg, Bruce was eventually recovered 
from the battlefield, and evacuated to the 
coast. His hospital transport crossed the 
Channel on 19th August, almost exactly a 
month after he had embarked for war. 
 

VE Day 75th anniversary: The 
Bruce family and world war (Part 2) 

Flight Lieutenant Robert Bruce DFC and Bar 
(RCAF): hunting the V-1 Flying Bomb 

Born at Inverkeilor in Angus, Robert Bruce 
(1915-2012) was a great-nephew of Victor 
Bruce, 9th Earl of Elgin, (grandfather of 
Constance Babington-Smith). A gifted 
musician, Robert entered the war as a 
conscientious objector working with the 
Friends Ambulance Service during the London 
Blitz. He was eventually persuaded to take a 
non-combatant role. 

 
Robert Bruce (right) with Russ Bannock, 1943 

Robert travelled to Canada in 1942 and 
joined the RCAF where he trained as a 
navigator at Mount Hope, Ontario. From there 
he was posted to Greenwood, Nova Scotia,  

 

 
 

 

where he met Squadron Leader Russell (Russ) 
Bannock, a Polish-Canadian pilot from 
Edmonton, Alberta. 

Robert and Russ were posted to 418 
Squadron RCAF at the Mosquito Operational 
Training Unit at Ford Aerodrome at Arundel in 
Surrey.  In support of Bomber Command night 
bombing, they flew on intruder operations in 
the de Havilland Mosquito Mk VI, successfully 
intercepting German night fighters as they 
returned to base. They shot down 11 enemy 
planes. 

In June 1944, they switched from intruder 
operations and focused instead on the 
menace of the V-1 flying bomb. Over the next 
two months they flew nightly sorties to the Pas 
de Calais, shooting down V-1s as they left 
their launch sites, but before they reached 
their cruising height of 3,000 feet and 
maximum velocity. Despite their speed the 
Mosquitos could only intercept the V-1s  by 
diving from a height of 10,000 feet. Within two 
months they notched up a legendary score 
of 19 hits, both receiving the DFC. 

When Russ transferred to 406 Squadron 
RCAF, Robert followed him. At the end of the 
war, Robert joined 29 Squadron, as navigation 
officer. 

After the war, Robert trained as a music 
teacher. In 1957 he published a Symphony in 
B flat dedicated to Russ Bannock. The work 
was premiered by the Toronto Symphony 
Orchestra and later performed by the 
Czestochowa Philharmonic Orchestra, who 
recorded it in Poland in 1999. 
 

VE Day 75th anniversary: The Bruce 
family and world war (Part 3) 

 
Section Officer Constance Babington-

Smith MBE (WAAF/RAF): discovering the Nazis’ 
weapons of mass destruction 

Bruces – VE Day (continued from Page 6) 
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Constance Babington-Smith (1912-2000), 
a grand-daughter of Victor Bruce 9th Earl of 
Elgin, joined the WAAF in 1939 as an Assistant 
Section Officer. In 1941 she was posted to the 
Photographic Reconnaissance Unit (PRU) at 
RAF Medmenham, where she was later joined 
by her brother Bernard. The unit analysed 
photographs taken by de Havilland Mosquitos 
and Spitfires flying at altitudes of up to 44,000 
feet. Promoted to Section Officer in 1943, 
Constance set up an interpretation section 
which used stereoscopes to study aerial 
photography in 3D. 

 
Constance Babington-Smith (1942) 

 
In June 1943 Constance revealed the 

testing station for the Luftwaffe’s early jet-
engine fighters – the Messerschmitt Me 262 
and Me 163  – at Peenemunde. She was first 
person to identify the scorch marks which the 
engines left on the runway, and briefed Frank 
Whittle on her discovery. Later Whittle  

 
 
 

recalled her perfume, Guerlain’s l’Heure 
Bleue, as “Air Commodore’s Ruin”. 

In November 1943 Constance identified 
the intended launch sites for Germany’s V-1 
flying bombs. Her discovery of a ramp at 
Peenemunde – which had been set up to test 
the V-1 – revealed the devastating potential 
of the Nazi’s long-range missile programme. In 
May 1944, she discovered a V-2 rocket 
preparing to launch. 

In an attempt to destroy all 
manufacturing facilities and launch sites 
associated with rocket propulsion and V 
weapons the Allies launched several 
bombing raids. In August 1943, Operation 
Hydra was unleashed to destroy the site at 
Peenemunde. In December 1943 Operation 
Crossbow was launched to destroy all sites 
associated with the V weapons. The 
operation and associated counter-measures 
continued until 2nd May 1945. Although 2,500 
V weapons were launched successfully at 
targets on the UK mainland killing over 9,000 
people, the loss of life was considerably less 
than Hitler had intended. 

For the final stage of the Pacific war 
Constance transferred to the United States Air 
Force where she continued her aerial 
reconnaissance. She was awarded the US 
Legion of Merit. 

 

 
Andrew Bruce (11th Earl of Elgin) attending the Freedom 
of the City Parade, City of Waterloo, Ontario, Canada, 
as Hon Colonel, 31 Combat Engineer Regiment (The 

Elgins). 12th September 2009

 

Bruces – VE Day (continued from Page 7) 
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Tartan Day Baby Bruce Lassie!!! 
 

Miss Mary Leda Bruce was born to Joseph 
Ryan and Sakara Bruce April 6th, 2020 at 
11:42 AM.   She weighed 7.8 lbs and was 19.5 
in long.   Joseph Ryan Bruce hosts the 
Glasgow KY games as well as several others 
for FOBI.   
 

 
Mary Leda Bruce 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Graduation Congratulations to a 
FOBI Scholarship Recipient! 

 

Mackenzie Ann Bruce, the first 
recipient of the FOBI Scholarship in 2017 has 
received her Masters of Architecture degree 
from the University of Michigan, Taubman 
College in Ann Arbor, Michigan.    In addition, 
she has been invited and has accepted a 
fellowship for a Masters of Science in Digital 
and Material Technology Degree at the 
university which focuses on cutting-edge 
research in advanced fabrication techniques, 
digital design, and material applications!    
The 10 month post-professional degree course 
will start in September. 

    Mackenzie is the daughter of FOBI 
member David Bruce and Mary Bruce of 
Massachusetts, the niece of FOBI members 
Deb Bruce Gottlieb of Georgia and Donald 
Bruce of California, and the granddaughter 
of the late Thomas Bruce, Jr. (co-founder of 
Bruce International) and Melvena Bruce. 

 

 
Congratulations to Mackenzie 

  Tributes & Recognition  

Flowers of  the Forest
 

Mattie Mauldin – October 2001 in Texas 

Eleanor Emerson – March 2018 in 
Alabama 

Mrs. Harry K. Smith – October 2019 in 
Georgia 

Douglas Branch – March 2019 in Texas 

T.S. Sharber, husband of Ruby and father 
of Theron – July 2019 in North Carolina 

Bette Helwig – February 2020 in Arizona 

Lorrayne Donnell – March 2019 in Texas 
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declaration of abroath 700 years 

 
Declaration of Arbroath 

Celebrations 700 to be postponed 
to April  through September 2021 

 

April 6, 2020 marked the 700th anniversary 
of the Declaration of Arbroath, commonly 
named Tartan Day in the United States.    

Celebrations in Scotland, US, and across 
the world were cancelled and/or postponed 
due to the Corona Virus pandemic.   The 
National Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh 
planned to display the document to the 
public for the first time in fifteen years. 

In Scotland, the events in Arbroath and at 
Arbroath Abbey have been postponed until 
April and will run through September 2021.    

In the spirit of celebrating this momentous 
event virtually, here are some of the key 
points of the Declaration of Arbroath! 

  
The Declaration was probably drawn up 

by Bernard, Abbot of Arbroath. It was 
authenticated by seals, as documents at 
that time were not signed. Only 19 seals 
now remain of what might have been 50 
originally, and many are in poor condition. 
     The document in National Records of 
Scotland is the "file copy" of the 
Declaration: the only version to survive in its 
original form. It was kept with the rest of the 
national records in Edinburgh Castle until 
the seventeenth century. When work was 
being done on the castle, the Declaration 
was taken for safekeeping to Tyninghame, 
the home of the official in charge of the 
records. While there it suffered damage 
through damp and it returned to the 
custody of the Deputy Clerk Register (the 
predecessor of the Keeper of the Records 
of Scotland) in 1829. Conservation staff at 
the NRS monitor the Declaration to ensure 
it survives for many centuries to come. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/research/learning/features/the-

declaration-of-arbroath 
 

     The material contained in the National Records of Scotland 
(NRS) web pages is covered by Crown Copyright unless otherwise 
indicated. 

Open Government Licence Information 
© Crown copyright, 2014 

Image purchased from ScotlandsPeople.gov by the Family of Bruce 
International for authorized use.    

 

In May of 2017, FOBI printed a special 
edition of the Declaration of Arbroath in 
preparation for the 700th anniversary in 2020.    

FOBI member Dr. Mark Bruce, PhD, 
professor of English, Latin & Medieval Studies 
at Bethel University in Saint Paul, Minnesota 
translated the Declaration of Arbroath from 
the original Latin found within the special 
edition, along with the textual commentary. 
    The Right Honorable the 11th Earl of Elgin 
and 14th Earl of Kincardine, KT, LLD, DLitt, DL, 
JP, Chief of the Family and Name of Bruce is 
quoted …..“as regards to the story by Dr. 
Mark Bruce - this is quite magnificent - every 
single point which I felt was ignored or 
misunderstood by previous historians has 
been most carefully reappraised and superbly 
presented.” 
 

 

A copy of the Special Edition Blue Lion  can be found on  
the new FOBI website in the Members Only section. 

Apply for your userid and password today through the website to view all 
the past issues of the Blue Lion as well as other membership information! 

https://www.familyofbruceinternational.org/members-only-area/ 
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Heraldry in “The Bruce” 
By Thomas Allen Bruce, CStJ, FSA Scot  

Reprinted from the May 2009 Blue Lion 
 

Flags derived from armorial bearings, known as 
“flying heraldry,” are among the best and most often 
seen armorial usages.  The definitive study of flying 
heraldry is Heraldic Standards and Other Ensigns by 
Robert Gayre of Gayre and Nigg, and it is to Lt. Col. 
Gayre that I am indebted for pointing out that heraldry, 
and specifically flying heraldry, is mentioned in the epic 
poem “The Bruce” by Archdeacon John Barbour. 
Just before the battle at Glen Trool, for example, we 
read: 

When the king heard that news he put on his 
armour without (any) more delay, 
as did all those who were there and then they 
gathered in one body.  I’m sure 
there were nearly three hundred, and when 
they had gathered, the king had his 
banner unfurled and put his men in good order.  
(Barbour: Book 7: 286.) 
 

The banner referred to in that passage was 
undoubtedly the red lion rampant within a double 
tressure banner of the King of Scots, the same flag 
relentlessly abused at American Scottish Games today.   
The armorial banner indicates the personal presence of 
the armiger, and, in the Middle Ages, was displayed by  

a military leader only when troops were drawn up and 
ready to do battle, as a war challenge. (Gayre: 24.)   
 

 
 
The banner, still very much in evidence today, is a 
square or rectangular flag depicting the charges on the 
shield of a coat of Arms, and nothing else, just as if the 
shield has been made in square or rectangular form. 
(Learney: 20) 
 

Before the battle of Bannockburn, King Robert sent 
James Douglas and Robert Keith as scouts to observe 
the approach of the English: 

 

Soon they saw the great army, where shining 
shields had such sheen, and basnets were 
burnished (so) bright that (they) reflected the  
 

 
 
 
 
sun’s gre atlight.  They saw so many 
embroidered banners, standards, pennons, and 
spears, so many knights on horseback, all 
brilliant in their clothing, so many and such 
broad divisions, that took so much space as 
they rode that the large stand boldest host in 
Christendom, and the greatest, would be cast 
down to see their enemies in such numbers and 
so equipped to fight.  (Barbour: Book 11: 428)   
 

 
Commemorating the 700th Anniversary in April of  

2007 of the Battle of Glen Trool between Scotland and England.    
The Lion Rampant banner leads the procession, followed by 
Bruce Heraldry Flags, the Saltire, and the St. George Cross. 

 
 

Standards are long tapering flags containing armorial 
badges and mottos; pennons are smaller flags, originally 
flown from lances.  Both are still used today. 
 

There are many other mentions of heraldry in “The 
Bruce.”  Read or re-read the epic poem and see how 
many you can find! 
 

Bibliography: 
 

Barbour, John.  “The Bruce.” (An Epic Poem.)(Edited 
and translated by A.A.M. Duncan.) Edinburgh: 
Canongate Books Ltd., 1997. 

 
Gayre of Gayre and Nigg, Lt.Col. Robert. Heraldic 

Standards and Other Ensigns. London and 
Edinburgh: Oliver and Boyd, 1959.  

 
 Innes of Learney, Sir Thomas. Scots Heraldry. First Pub: 

London and Edinburgh: Oliver and Boyd, 1934; 
Revised Ed. Pub by: London: Johnston and 
Bacon, 1978. 

 

 

Flying Heraldry 
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Membership Committee  
Polly Bruce Tilford 

 

       The Family of Bruce International warmly 
welcomes new members who have recently 
joined!!!    
 

“Ceud Mile Failte” 
(One hundred Thousand Welcomes in Scots Gaelic) 

 

New Members:    
 Florida – Anne Waters 
 New York – Erik Andrew Baker,                  

Bradley B. Fisk, Christopher R. Fisk 
 Tennessee – Cathey Bruce Roark 
 Virginia – Kathryn Peterson Lambert 
 

      

Request for Nominations for Officer 
Election at 2020 AGM!! 

 
The election for the President, Vice 

President, and the At Large member of the 
Board of Directors of the Family of Bruce 
International will be held on Saturday, 
October 17, at the Annual General Meeting 
to be held at Stone Mountain Highland 
Games at 1pm or in the event that due to the 
Covide 19 pandemic it will be held virtually to 
be announced.    

Per the FOBI By-laws the Officer elections 
for the President and Vice President are held 
every two years on even numbered calendar 
year.      These officers shall be any Regular 
Member, male or female, born with the 
surname of Bruce or of one of its recognized 
septs.    

The by-laws define that all nominations 
are to be submitted to the Secretary by 
August 15. The Board of Directors will most 
likely make some nominations, however, all 
members are encouraged to participate in 
this process.   
President.    The President, as a representative of, 

and at the direction of, the hereditary Chief of 
the Name of Bruce, shall be any Regular  

 
 
 
  Member, male or female, born with the surname 

of Bruce or of one of its recognized septs. The 
President shall serve as the executive officer of 
the organization, preside at all meetings of the 
general membership and of the Board of 
Directors, be an ex officio member of all 
committees, exercise general supervision over 
the affairs of the organization, and perform such 
other duties as are ordinarily incumbent upon a 
President. He or she, or his or her duly appointed 
representative, shall represent the organization in 
all relations with other organizations. He or she 
shall represent the organization in all relations 
with the hereditary Chief of the Name of Bruce, 
the Right Honourable The Earl of Elgin and 
Kincardine. The President shall have authority to 
appoint such other persons to assist him or her in 
whatever subordinate role as he or she sees fit 
and these appointees shall serve at the 
discretion of the President; however, these 
persons shall not be deemed to be officers of the 
organization. 

Vice President.    The Vice President, as a 
representative of, and at the direction of, the 
hereditary Chief of the Name of Bruce, shall be 
any Regular Member, male or female, born with 
the surname of Bruce or of one of its recognized 
septs. The Vice President shall act in the place 
and stead of the President at any meeting or 
function in which the President is not in 
attendance. In the event that the President is not 
able to complete his/her term of office, for 
whatever reason, the Vice President shall 
automatically assume that position for the 
remainder of the term of office. The Vice 
President shall perform such duties as are 
ordinarily incumbent upon Vice Presidents and 
such other duties as may be assigned by the 
President or Board of Directors. 

At-Large member  election of the At-Large 
Member of the Board of Directors shall be 
conducted annually.   

 
 
 
Please submit nominations for the President, Vice 
President, and At Large Board member  in writing to 
the Secretary no later than August 15, 2020.   Polly 
Bruce Tilford – Secretary,  5561 Earl Young Rd.,  
Bloomington, IN  47408    or polly@familyofbruce.org.   

Committee Updates 

IMPORTANT 

 



         
The Blue Lion –may 2020 

Page 13 of 16 

 Gifts and Merchandise!!!! 
  

Are you starting to think about gifts for your 
beloved Scottish family member or friend??   

Please see our inventory below!!! 
Also remember that memberships make great 

gifts!  
www.familyofbruceinternational.org/merchandise/   
You can order these items using the order 

form on the other side of page!!! 
 

 
BOOKS –  

 

The Elgins – 1766-1917 –  by Sydney Checkland.  
Period history of the Earls of Elgin, their families, 
and Broomhall.    $24.00 ($20 + $4 shipping) 
 

     
DVDs –  
The 700th Anniversary of The Enthronement of 
Robert Bruce.  The DVD contains footage of the 
events on Sunday, March 26, 2006.   You will hear 
the incredible music and an upfront view of the 
church service at St. John’s Kirk, and the 
Ceremony of Acclaim and events at Scone 
Palace.    The DVD is approx. two hours long. 
$23.00 ($20.00 + $3.00 shipping) 
 
Bruce Family History – DVD version. Family of Bruce 
Video was produced in 1974 by our Chief, the Earl 
of Elgin and Kincardine to mark the 700th 
anniversary of the birth of King Robert I.   This is a 
very fine exposition of the history of our Family, and 
should be in the collection of every Bruce.    $23.00 
($20 + $3 shipping)  
   

SHIRTS –  
Green Bruce T-shirt with quote from the 
Declaration of Arbroath on the back.  Sizes Small 
to 3XL – $19.00 ($15 + $4 shipping per shirt) 
 

   
                    Front                                Back 
 

 
 
  
 Robert the Bruce King of Scots T-shirt 

 
 

 

    
 

Family of Bruce International Polo – with Crest 
 

    
 

Polo shirt in White, Black, or Gray. 
     Men’s Polo is button down 
     Specify Mens or Womens 

Adult –  Med, Large, XL, 2XL  $30.00  
               ($25 + $5 shipping per shirt) 

 

OTHER ITEMS –  
 
         Tote Bag –  $21.00 ($18 +$3 shipping)  

 
                      Natural Color                    

                      
Bruce Badges/Pin –  
 

   $8.00  
($5 + $3 shipping per badge) 

T-Shirts with the Robert the Bruce – King of Scots 
screen printed on the front Black 

Sizes – Youth Med and Large  
              $24.00 ($20+$4  
 shipping per shirt) 
 
           Adult Small – XXX-Large   

 $26.00 ($22 + $4              
 shipping per shirt) 
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S 
 

Family of Bruce International USA – Merchandise Order Form 
 
Name:    
Address: 

ITEM QTY SIZE (if applicable) COLOR  
(if applicable) 

PRICE EACH SHIPPING 
EACH 

TOTAL EACH 
ITEM 

 
Green Arbroath T 
Shirt 

 

 Sizes available    S – 
M – L – XL – XXL - 
XXXL 
Please separately list  

quantity and sizes 

 
Green 

 
$15.00 

 
$4.00 ea. 

 

Robert the Bruce 
King of Scots T-
shirt 

 

  
Sizes available:  
   Adult Small – 
Medium –        
   Large – XL – XX-
Large –  
   XXX-Large  
 
   Youth Med and 
Large 

 
Black 

 

 
 
Adult - 
$22.00 
 
Youth – 
$20.00 

 
 
$4.00 ea. 

 

Family of Bruce 
International 
Polo shirt with 
Crest  

 

  
Men – button down 
Specify Men or 
Women 
 
Adult – Medium, 
Large, XL, 2XL 

 
White, Black Gray 

 
$25.00 

 
$5.00 ea. 

 

Tote Bag 
 

  
n/a 

 
Natural 

 
$18.00 

 
$3.00 

 

 
Books 

      

 
The Elgins   
    1766 – 1917 

 

  
n/a 

 
n/a 

 

 
$20.00 
 

 
$4.00 
 

 

DVDs 
 
Bruce Family 
History 

 

  
        n/a 

 
n/a 

 
$20.00 DVD 
 

 
$3.00 

 

700th Anniversary 
of the 
Enthronement of 
Robert Bruce 

  
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
$20.00 

 
$3.00 

 

Bruce Badge/Pin 
New Rectangle 

  
n/a 

  
$ 5.00 

  
$3.00 

 

TOTAL $ AMOUNT INCLUDING SHIPPING $           .00 
 

Please send an email to pollytilford@comcast.net to ensure the items desired are still available 
 

Merchandise can be ordered by sending this order form and a check payable to 
Family of Bruce International, Inc. to: 

 

Mrs. Polly Bruce Tilford 
5561 Earl Young Road 
Bloomington, IN  47408  

OR 
PayPal (familyofbruceinternational@gmail.com) 

OR 
Via the website at www.familyofbruceinternational.org/merchandise/    
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Commissioners 
 

Chief
 

The Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, KT, LLD, DLitt, DL, JP 
Broomhall, Dunfermline, Scotland 

Crest*:  A lion statant with tail extended Azure, armed and langued Gules. 
Arms*:  Or, a saltire and chief Gules, on a canton Argent a lion rampant Azure. 
Motto:  Fuimus – We have been. 

* The Crest and Arms belong to the Chief and can only be used by him.  Use of the Crest surrounded by a buckled belt is acceptable. 

Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors and Commissioners

 Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors 
President 

Donald E. Bruce,  
FSA Scot 

1051 Eagle Ridge Trail 
Stillwater, MN    55082 

bruce1051@comcast.net 

Vice President 
 Robert James Bruce,  

FSA Scot 
504 Sudbury Rd. 

Linthicum, MD  21090 
robertjamesbruce78@gmail.com 

Secretary 
Polly Bruce Tilford 

5561 Earl Young Rd., 
Bloomington, IN   

47408 
pollytilford@comcast.net   

Treasurer 
Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, 

FSA Scot 
1495 Jones Road 

Roswell, GA 30075 
debgottlieb@bellsouth.net 

 

Operations Officer 
Rodney Bruce  

500 Tussey Fork Rd. 
Greenup, KY    

41144 
gkints@juno.com  

Immediate Past President  
William P. Bruce, FSA Scot 

5556 27th Ave., So. 
Minneapolis, MN 

55417-1934 
 

At-Large Board Member 
Robert J. Bruce 
1652 Glencoe 
Denver, CO  

80220 
bobbruce@RJBLAWYERLLC.COM  

Lieutenant to the Chief 
Thomas Allen Bruce, FSA Scot 

PO Box 924 
Holly Springs, GA  

30142 
tabruce@windstream.net 

High Commissioner  
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot 

83 Maxwehunt Rd 
Dahlonega, GA   

30533 
brucefsascot@yahoo.com 

Family of Bruce Commissioners 
 

High Commissioner 
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot 
Dahlonega, GA    
 
 

Northern California 
Joel C. Bruce  
70 Summit Rd. 
Watsonville, CA   95076 
joel102506@yahoo.com  
 
 

Southern California 
Julie Goldsworth, FSA Scot 
14791 Athel Ave 
Irvine, CA 92606 
goldjulie@aol.com  
 
 

 

 

Colorado  
Robert J. Bruce 
1652 Glencoe 
Denver, CO   80220 
92900hab@comcast.net  
 
Upper Mid-West 
William P. Bruce, FSA Scot 
Minneapolis, MN    
       Deputy Commissioner  

Don Bruce, FSA Scot 
Stillwater, MN   55082 
 

 

New York 
Chip Compton 
2323 Tully Farms Rd. 
LaFayette, NY 13084 
bruceofcny@gmail.com  
 
 

 

 

Northeast 
Vacant 
 
Oklahoma 
MarLo Alexander 
113 N. W. Ramblewood Rd. 
Bartlesville, OK  74003 
mcua1971@gmail.com  
 
 

 Pennsylvania 
Steven Cobaugh 
231 School Lane 
Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
smcobaugh@comcast.net  
 

 
Southeast 
Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, 
FSA Scot  
Roswell, GA 
 
 

 

Texas 
Vizi Bruce Lange-Caldwell 
1656 Hamblen Rd. 
Kingwood, TX  77339-4023 
vizilange@gmail.com  

 
 
 

 Virginia 
Gerald Cousins, Sr. 
144 Hazelwood Dr. 
Aylet, VA   23009 
4uskins57@gmail.com 
 
At-Large 
Rex A. Bruce 
Bloomington, IN 
 

    

Family of Bruce International is a non-profit organization established to create and promote kinship amongst its family members and to encourage 
interest in the Family of Bruce and its history.   Membership is open to persons interested in their Scottish heritage and especially those who qualify 
by surname, by descent, or by recognized septs:   Carlisle, Carruthers, Crosby, Randolph, and Stenhouse.  It is the only such organization 
recognized by the hereditary chief of the Name of Bruce, The Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine.   
 
Mission Statement:    To promote, honor, and preserve our Scottish and Bruce heritage by sponsoring activities, events, scholarships, and continual 
communication through the E-Magazine and website.  We will therefore, provide educational information, tributes to our history and ancestors, and 
thereby attract Bruces and Septs into the enjoyment and celebration of our familial relationships. 

Editor The
 Blue Lion – Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot 

Webmaster for familyofbruceinternational.org – Robert James Bruce 
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Fobi member Sam Caldwell paintings of WWii and D-Day 
(originally published in the Blue Lion issue – MAY 2014) 

�Sam Caldwell painting: Scots 
Guards Infantry being piped 
along during an early morning 
advance. The Scots are headed 
for Caumont, bayonets at the 
ready. Note the shovels, just one 
of the tools that kept many 
soldiers alive and fighting during 
the hedgehog days. 
�  

�
Sam Caldwell painting: the crew 
of Forth escapes their burning 
tank.  
�


