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Presentation of the 2012 Stone Mountain Best Clan Tent 
Award to the Family of Bruce International 

 
Printed with permission  - courtesty of SMHG 

Lorne Maclaine of Lochbuie, 26th 
Chief of Clan Maclaine of Lochbuie 
presents the 2012 Stone Mountain 
Best Clan Tent award to the Family 
of Bruce International – award 
accepted by Thomas Allen Bruce.   
Each year Clan Maclaine of 
Lochbuie sponsors the Best Clan 
Tent Award at Stone Mountain.   
FOBI is proud to have received this 
award in 2010 and again this year 
2012!    Kudos and appreciation to 
Steve Bruce for his creativity and 
accomplishment in the historical 
displays in the Bruce tent.   Thank 
you to all of the members who 
greeted, conversed, and made all 
our visitors feel welcomed!     

Here’s the official 2012 
Family of Bruce  
International USA group 
picture!   There were quite 
a few new members and 
first timers to the Stone 
Mountain event as well as 
young and “old timers” 
who have been to this 
event many times before.   
It is always such a pleasure 
to experience our familial 
connections and renew 
our common bond. 
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Vice-President’s Message 
 
Dear Family — 

Warmest greetings to all Bruces!  I am writing this 
letter in our president William Bruce’s stead for 
reasons that I will explain as you read further.  William 
and I were just recently re-elected President and 
Vice-President at the annual general Meeting (AGM) 
at Stone Mountain Georgia on October 20.   I know I 
speak for William as well as myself in thanking you for 
your support and pledging that we will do our best to 
bring honor and good stewardship to FOBII, as well 
as the name and family of Bruce. 

My wife Kathy and I have been at every AGM 
at Stone Mountain since 2004.  That year, we 
celebrated the 20th Anniversary of Bruce 
International.  The following year, Bruce International 
and the Family of Bruce Society were dissolved and 
a new organization incorporated:  Family of Bruce 
International.  The 2012 AGM marked our eighth 
annual meeting of that organization.  I am proud to 
have been a part of its founding and I am also proud 
to serve as your vice-president.  But mostly, I am 
proud of our family, our name, and our rich heritage. 

We are truly blessed with a Chief, Lord Elgin, and 
his lovely wife, Lady Elgin, who support us as an 
organization and who have shown us great 
leadership and guidance from across the pond, but 
also give us the latitude to act as an independent 
and active “clan” organization here in the U.S.  Those 
of us who were able to travel to Scotland in 2006 for 
the 700th Anniversary of King Robert’s coronation also 
enjoyed their wonderful hospitality, and greatly look 
forward to visiting with them, and the rest of their 
family, again in 2014 for the Bannockburn 
celebration.  As you know from previous articles in 
The Blue Lion, we are coming up on the 700th 
Anniversary of that great victory.  One of the goals of 
FOBII in the next year and a half is to plan for and 
develop our part in the celebration of that event in 
Scotland in June 2014.  Those plans will continue to 
be detailed in future issues of The Blue Lion. 

Attending the Games at Stone Mountain, and 
our AGM there, is a treat that Kathy and I look 
forward to every year.  If you haven’t joined us at 
those Games, I encourage you to do so if at all 
possible.  The Games themselves are enormous, and 
in an absolutely beautiful pine forest setting.   Steve 
Bruce, national treasurer, and Deb Bruce Gottlieb, 
our national operations officer and Blue Lion editor, 
do a wonderful job every year of hosting us at the 
games, and arranging our annual family dinner that 
Saturday evening.  

 

 
 
This year was no exception.  Steve has done 

some fantastic work in designing their tent 
decorations and in putting together some amazing 
graphics for banners and displays, many of which 
William and I, as well as others, have borrowed for 
our own tent displays.  Steve’s work and designs won 
the best clan tent award in 2012.  This is remarkable 
given that there are nearly 100 other clans vying for 
that award.  But what is truly remarkable, and really 
unprecedented, is that he (and we) won the same 
award in 2010.  Congratulations Steve on a job 
extremely well done!  And thanks to both Steve and 
Deb for making those games so enjoyable for all of 
us who are lucky enough to attend. 

This year’s AGM was pretty standard, except for 
one agenda item.  That was a presentation by 
Hannah Thompson, a delightful young woman who 
was a recipient of one of our charitable grants last 
year to help pay for her trip to   Scotland as a high 
school exchange student for 5 months.  Hannah, 
though bearing the Thompson surname, is also a 
Bruce.  She brought with her a map that showed all 
the places she had visited in Scotland, and many, 
many photos.  She also told us about her audience 
with Lord and Lady Elgin and how gracious they 
were to her too.  It was great for us to hear from one 
of our charitable works recipients.  It also gives me an 
opportunity to segue into a pitch for you to make 
these types of grants and other charitable works 
possible by making a tax-deductible gift to FOBII for 
our charitable operations.  When you see someone 
like Hannah, it is clear that these expenditures go to 
great causes.  And, if you know of any other 
deserving causes like Hannah, please let me or 
another board member know so that we can act on 
your recommendation.  It is highly rewarding for us 
all.   

Finally, why am I writing this letter instead of 
William?  Right after our AGM, William did not feel 
well.  He ended up being taken from the games by 
ambulance to DeKalb Medical Center, where he 
was found to be very dehydrated, and diagnosed 
with diabetes.  Two days later he was stable, and we 
were able to get him back home to Minnesota on 
our scheduled flight.  I am happy to tell you that he is 
on the road to recovery, is feeling better, and with a 
few changes in his lifestyle, will be back in good 
health and able to continue to lead us as we 
prepare for the celebration in 2014.   

Best wishes and Happy Holidays to you all! 
 
Yours aye, 
Don Bruce      
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2012 Games Held 

 
 

Thank you and great appreciation 
to all who hosted and helped out at 

the Family of Bruce tents at the 
following games in 2012!! 

 
California – Julie Goldsworth at the Costa 

Mesa Scottish Games (New), Costa Mesa – 
May 26-27, and at the Seaside Highland 
Games, Ventura County – October 12-14  

Georgia – Deb Bruce Gottlieb and Steve 
Bruce at the Stone Mountain Highland 
Games, Stone Mountain – October 19-21. 
Thanks to Ken & Sue Bruce for helping to set 
up on Fri/Sat! 

Indiana – Polly Bruce Tilford & John Tilford 
at the Columbus Highland Games, Columbus – 
September 8-9 

Kentucky – Polly Bruce Tilford & John 
Tilford at the Glasgow Scottish Games, 
Glasgow – June 2-3 

Maine – Charles (Chuck) Bruce, III at the 
Maine Scottish Games, Topsham – August 18 

Michigan – Polly Bruce Tilford and John 
Tilford at the Kalamazoo Scottish Festival, 
Kalamazoo – August 25 

Minnesota – William & Phyllis Bruce and 
Don & Kathy Bruce at the Minnesota 
Scottish Fair & Highland Games – May 19 

Missouri – William & Phyllis Bruce and Don 
& Kathy Bruce at the St. Louis Scottish 
Games Forest Park (New), St. Louis – 
September 28-29  

New York – Ann E. Eldred and Nick 
Carrado at the Central New York Scottish 
Games, Long Branch Park – August 11 

Oklahoma – MarLo Alexander at the 
Oklahoma Scottish Games & Gathering, Tulsa, 
- September 14-16 

South Carolina – Deb Bruce Gottlieb and 
Steve Bruce at the Gallabrae – Greenville 
Scottish Games at Furman University – May 26 

 
 

 
 
Tennessee – Arline Guyton & Family at the 

Smoky Mountain Highland Games at 
Maryvale College – May 18-20 

Virginia – Gerald Cousins, Sr. & Family at 
the Fort Lee Celtic Festival (New), Fort Lee – 
May 12 and at the Virginia Scottish Festival 
(New), Alexandria – September 1-2, and at 
the Central Virginia Highland Games and 
Celtic Festival, Richmond – October 20-21 

Washington – Susan White and Steve Cline 
at the 64th Annual Pacific Northwest Scottish 
Highland Games & Clan Gathering, 
Enumclaw – July 28-29 

Wisconsin – William & Phyllis Bruce and 
Don & Kathy Bruce at the Wisconsin 
Scottish Fair, Waukesha – August 31-
September 2 

 
All of you made 2012 a very successful 

year for the Family of Bruce International 
USA… Thank you! 

Plans are in process to define the 2013 
FOBI games schedule and the list will be 
included in the February 2013 Blue Lion.   You 
can look forward to games to be added in 
California and other areas.   Are there games 
in your area you would like to see FOBI 
representation?    How about the games at 
Loon Mountain in NH?   Help is needed to 
continue the games at Estes Park Colorado!!!   
Please send me your feedback – Thanks, Deb 

 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
YOUR INPUT WANTED!!!! 

 

We need help at games!!! 
It’s fun… it’s easy and training is provided!!!! 

If you are interested in helping out or  
hosting a Bruce Tent, please contact: 

Deb Bruce Gottlieb 
1495 Jones Road 

Roswell, Georgia  30075  
or to 

         deb@familyofbruce.org 
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2012 Scottish Games  
 
Wisconsin Scottish Fair, (Waukesha Expo 

Center – Waukesha, Wisconsin) 
August 31 – September 2  

William Bruce & Don Bruce 
 
Bruces were back at the Waukesha WI Highland 

Games and Scottish Fair on September 1 and 2. 
 William, Phyllis, Don and Kathy Bruce staffed the tent for 
the 2-day event and were joined there by Andy and 
Kim Mace and their son, Conor, FOBII members from the 
Chicago area.  The weather was beautiful and, as a 
result, attendance was great.  Attendees were very 
interested in the display focused on the Battle of 
Bannockburn and asked many questions.  There were 
also many children attending who enjoyed getting their 
“passport” stamped with the Bruce crest and lion.  This is 
a fun, busy fair and games and Bruces are always well 
received there. 
 

Virginia Scottish Festival  
Alexandria, Virginia   

September 1-2  
Gerald Cousins, Sr. 

 
A good … and HOT time was experienced by all 

and we had a chance to meet lots of people. The 
Bruce tent was busy and a few people took FOBI 
membership forms with them.  The weather on Friday for 
set up was HOT! 97degrees.   On Saturday &  Sunday 
morning there was a light rain and mist and that 
afternoon when the sun came out it was humid and 
hot.   The Virginia Scottish Games was well organized 
and the clan coordinator ( Heather Gange ) was a 
great hostess.   Heather did all she could to help each 
clan attending. They were glad to see that someone for 
the Family of Bruce was attending. I am sure we will try 
to go again next year!! 
 

 
 

Gerald Cousins (Virginia Commissioner) and family 
representing FOBI in Alexandria Virginia 

 
 
 

Columbus Highland Games,  
Columbus, Indiana September 8-9  

Polly Tilford 
 

 
 
Polly Bruce Tilford (center) with FOBI member Jacqueline Lett 
and her husband 

 
Oklahoma Scottish Games & Gathering 

Tulsa, Oklahoma  September 14-16  
MarLo Alexander 

 

 
 

MarLo Alexander and her daughter Sadie! 
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2012 Scottish Games (continued) 
 

 

 
 

MarLo Alexander (on left carrying the crown) participates in 
the reenactment of the Enthronement of King Robert at 

the Tulsa Scottish Games 

 
St. Louis Scottish Games  

Forest Park, St. Louis, Missouri     
September 28-29 – 

William Bruce & Don Bruce 
 
A wonderful time was experienced at the St. Louis 
Scottish Games.   This is the first time a Bruce tent was 
set up and the feedback was very positive.    
 

 
 

LtoR:   William & Phyllis Bruce, Don & Kathy Bruce,  
and Martha “Marti” Crothers 

 
 

Seaside Highland Games  
Ventura County, California    

October 12-14  
Julie Goldsworth 

 
The weather for the Ventura Seaside Games was 

picture perfect.  Dozens of Bruces stopped in and others 
who were interested in the history of Robert the Bruce or 
the upcoming celebration of the 700th Anniversary of 
the Battle of Bannockburn.   There was a lot of tent 
owners who wanted to know what the gatherings in 
2014 would look like and it seems any clan gathering will 
be connected to the Bannockburn 700 celebration.  
We will have a wonderful time however it turns out.  
Joseph Ryan Bruce of Kentucky helped out.  He is in 
Southern California with the United States Marine Corp 
and he really knows the Bruce history in depth!!!   
I also met some people who want to start a Family of 
Bruce tent in Northern California.  I know they will have 
a lot of fun.  My parents and I had a lot of fun talking 
with everyone who came to visit the Bruce tent.  Bruces 
are so nice! 

 
A beautiful day at the Bruce tent at the  

Seaside Highland Games 
 

Stone Mountain Highland Games 
Stone Mountain, Georgia  

October 19-21 – 
Deb Bruce Gottlieb & Steve Bruce 

 
All who attended the 40th Stone Mountain 

Highland Games were warmly greeted by 
members, old and new friends, and strangers who 
quickly became friends.   The weather, as usual, 
was perfect October Georgia weather with blue 
skies and “cool” breezes under the canopy of 
pine trees.    Since this event is also the Annual  
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2012 Scottish Games (continued) 
 

General Meeting for FOBI, there was a good 
crowd and Family of Bruce International 
representation was great.   We had a number of 
members who had not been to the Stone 
Mountain Games before and it appeared that 
their impressions were very favorable.    Members 
new to Stone Mountain included Robert Bruce 
from Maryland, Julie Goldsworth from California, 
John & Joyce Bruce from North Carolina, and 
Ralph Bruce and family were warmly greeted by 
brothers Richard and Rodney.   The Thompsons 
from Indiana were there with Hannah, their 
daughter who was the exchange student in 
Scotland last year (awarded a FOBI Scholarship) 
with Mirja, an exchange student from Germany 
staying at their home in Indiana.   

A $140 donation was made to the Stone 
Mountain Highland Games for two trophies 
sponsored by the Family of Bruce International for 
Athlete of the Day – 3rd place and Amateur Athlete 
of the Day – 3rd place.    This donation was made in 
memory of Melvena Bruce and Genevieve Sophia 
Bjork Bruce who both passed away this year.    

Saturday was spent meeting, greeting, and 
eating!!  All marveled at Steve Bruce’s latest 
additions to the Bruce tent banners and 
information. At this event the FOBI members are 
treated to lunch and snacks and there was much 
buzz (including yellow jackets) around the food 
table.       

The Annual General Meeting was held in the 
Stone Mountain clan tent at 1pm and information 
on the meeting is on page 2.     

Saturday evening was spent with about 40 
members at Aldo’s Italian Restaurant in a private 
room and all had a great time…. Eating again!! 

Sunday was a special day in that we won the 
2012 Stone Mountain Best Clan Tent award!!!    
Thomas Allen Bruce proudly accepted the award 
from the Chief of Clan Maclaine of Lochbuie and 
all of the family of Bruce members marched off 
the field with a bit more tempo in their steps.   
Then, alas, it was time to say adieu until next year 
– of course with fond memories!    

 

 
 

 
Hannah Thompson on left with her friend, Mirja, an exchange 

student from Germany.     
 

 
 

Central Virginia Highland Games and 
Celtic Festival – Richmond, VA  

October 20-21  Gerald Cousins 
 

Family of Bruce Members in Virginia had a 
great time at the Central Virginia Highland Games 
and Celtic Festival which was held back at the site 
in Richmond, VA.    

 

Three Bruce brothers 
enjoy their time 

together.  
 

 l to r:  Ralph, 
Rodney, & 

Richard Bruce 

 

Robert Bruce from 
Maryland holds a 
replica of King 
Robert’s sword and 
then led the Bruces 
in the Tartan 
Parade 
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2012 Annual General Meeting 
  

Family of Bruce International USA Annual 
General Meeting  
October 20, 2012 

Don Bruce, VP of FOBI, called the Annual 
General Meeting to order at 1pm.     

William Bruce, President, welcomed all members 
and recognized members in attendance. 

Polly Bruce Tilford, Secretary, reported there are 
currently 357 members and of that 167 are life 
members.   She passed out the 2011 AGM minutes 
and a motion was made and seconded to accept 
the minutes. 

Steve Bruce, Treasurer, handed out the current 
Treasurer’s report.    Current balances (as of 
10/11/12):  Checking Account - $2,641.28 and 
Money Market Savings - $28,063.98.   The Money 
Market Account includes Life Member one-time  
dues and is used for future ongoing expenses.    

Deb Bruce Gottlieb, Operations Officer, 
reported on games held in 2012 including four new 
games added.   The Blue Lion is the main 
communication vehicle and input and feedback is 
greatly appreciated.   Blue Lion issues sent by email 
save the organization money due printing and 
postage!!    

Don Bruce, Charitable Operations Chairperson, 
reported there were no applications in 2012 to FOBI 
to request scholarship awards and encouraged all to 
think about whom would be deserving of a FOBI 
scholarship in 2013.    

A by-law amendment was ratified to change 
the date to receive Officer and Board Member 
nominations from September 1 to August 15.   This 
change was made to allow the August Blue Lion to 
include the nominations and then to be mailed in 
the month of August.    

Thomas Allen Bruce, Lt to the Chief, sent 
greetings from Lord Elgin and his family.    

Greetings were made by Richard Bruce, High 
Commissioner to Lord Elgin. 

Hannah Thompson gave a talk about her 
experience as an exchange student in Scotland and 
about her visit with Lord and Lady Elgin at Broomhall.     

Richard Bruce, High Commissioner, presided 
over the election of the President, Vice-President, 
and At Large Board Member.    William Bruce was re-
elected as President, Don Bruce was re-elected as 
Vice-President, and Thomas Allen Bruce was re-
elected as the At Large Board Member.    

 

 
 
William presented a surprise recognition gift from 

the Minnesota Bruces to Polly Bruce Tilford and Deb 
Bruce Gottlieb for their dedication and efforts as 
Secretary and Operations Officer.    The recognition 
included a Scottish Saltire Flag and a copy of the 
book The Wee Mad Road by Jack & Barbara 
Maloney which is an entertaining story about living in 
the Scottish West Highlands.   

William closed the meeting and encouraged all 
to gather to have the official 2012 Family of Bruce 
International picture taken.     

    
William addressing the meeting 

   
Board Members l to r:   Richard Bruce, High 

Commissioner, Thomas Allen Bruce, Lt to the Chief and At 
Large; Deb Bruce Gottlieb – Operations Officer; Steve Bruce – 

Treasurer; Polly Bruce Tilford – Secretary; Don Bruce – Vice-
President.  Missing are William Bruce – President and             

John Carlisle – Past President 

 
The Family of Bruce International 

Officers and Board wish all members a 
very Happy Thanksgiving, a Merry 

Christmas, and a Happy New Year!!! 
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Bannockburn 2014 

   
 

Preparing for 2014 
By Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot 

 

The February 2012 issue of the Blue Lion 
contained Part I, the May 2012 issue contained 
Part II, the August issues contained Part III of this 
series.  This issue continues with Part IV.  These 
articles document the events (political and 
cultural) that led up to outcomes in Scotland 
during the King Robert I reign. 

I. The Bruces and Scotland  (1120-1295) 
 – February 2012 – Completed 

II. Events Leading up to the Wars of Scottish 
Independence (1296 – 1306) – Completed 

III. Supporters of Scotland and Robert the 
Bruce (1306) – August 2012 - Completed 

 

IV. The Battles and Events before 
Bannockburn (1306 – 1313) –  November 
2012 

 
In the Part III article regarding the Supporters 

of Scotland, King Robert’s Queen, Elizabeth, was 
inaccurately referred to as Elizabeth, Queen of 
Scots.    As the wife of the reigning King, her 
correct title was Elizabeth, Queen Consort.   Only 
an heir to the title by birth would use the Queen of 
Scots title (as with Mary, Queen of Scots).     

 

Part IV – The Battles and Events 
before Bannockburn (1306 – 1313) 

 
Part III of this series, Supporters of Scotland 

and Robert the Bruce, concluded with King Robert 
I and his small band of loyal supporters taking 
refuge on Rathlin Island off the coast of Northern 
Ireland in late1306.   In early 1307, King Robert 
travelled to Carrick on the west coast of Scotland 
near where he was born, and at that time, the 
lands in Carrick were occupied by English 
supporters.   Two of King Robert’s brothers, Thomas 
and Alexander, were apprehended by the enemy 
and were tragically executed.   King Robert had 
now lost three of his brothers leaving only Robert 
his brother Edward and their sisters the only family 
members still alive.  

Although King Edward I was gravely ill and on 
his death bed, the Scots were greatly 
outnumbered by the English and King Robert 
realized that his training as a knight in chivalric  

 
 

methods of valor, courage, bravery, and courtesy 
was not going to work against the much larger 
English force.    His decision to change from battle 
mode to guerrilla warfare would change the 
course of Scottish history.   Guerilla warfare was 
difficult for knights trained in chivalric combat as it 
was considered to be beneath their status and 
not refined or proper.   In addition to guerilla 
warfare methods, a key strategy was to destroy 
and burn down castles before the English could 
take them over and use them for protection and 
to store their provisions.   The list of castles 
destroyed included his own castle at Turnberry 
where he was born.  From the Spring of 1307 
through 1313 most of the battles were fought by 
the Scots in this unaccustomed and unorthodox 
way.   Notable battles in 1307 included those at 
Glen Trool in April and Loudon Hill in May, both 
concluding in Scottish victories and resulting in a 
great rise in support for King Robert.      

Late in 1307,  King Robert became seriously ill 
for several months.  It is not known exactly what 
struck him down, but speculation is that it was a 
type of scurvy due to the lack of nutritious food 
and difficult living arrangements.   He finally 
recovered and although weak he was still a force 
in leading his men in defeating his enemies.   

In 1308, the Scots won key battles at  
Inverurie, Galloway, and the Battle of Brander 
Pass.    

By 1309, King Robert decided there should be 
an assembly of all the key Scottish Lords and in 
March of that year he held his First Parliament in St. 
Andrews.   This gathering of the higher nobility 
made a clear statement that the new 
government was now fully established and he 
exercised his rightful authority to require the 
attendance of the Lords and Clergy.    Two 
declarations were presented at the Parliament 
(one from the clergy and one from the nobles) 
which included documents going back to 1299 
showing that Robert’s grandfather, Bruce the 
Competitor, was the true heir of King Alexander 
and that King Robert was now the true and 
nearest heir of King Alexander.     Although, many 
nobles and clergy were at the First Parliament 
confirming loyalty to King Robert, a number of key 
Scottish nobles still supported King Edward II and 
England. 

King Robert had achieved much up to this 
point, but he was keenly aware that he could not  
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Bannockburn 2014 (continued) 
  
 
 

 

defeat the English in open battle because he was 
so outnumbered by his enemies.  

The years between 1309 and 1312 were spent 
by King Robert mainly in the center and southern 
portions of Scotland with frequent raids into 
England.  He made numerous attempts to win 
over the allegiance of more Scots to his side; 
however, many of the Scots who lived near the 
English border were loyal to the English out of 
necessity rather than fealty.    

The Scots had been well received in Ireland 
and were able to purchase food, weapons, and 
materials for armor (which were probably made 
by the English and resold to the Scots by the Irish).   

The bold tactics of King Robert and his loyal 
captains (Douglas, Randolph, Boyd, and his 
brother Edward Bruce) in taking castles by surprise 
in the middle of the night was astounding.  In 
January 1313, Bruce and his army took Perth from 
the English and then took Dumfries in February.     

To the west, the Isle of Man was an English 
stronghold making Scotland an easy target from 
the sea.   Bruce had been strategizing for some 
time on how to take the Isle of Man and in May of 
1313 seized the opportunity to invade the island 
and just one month later, Dungal Macdouall (a 
fierce enemy of Bruce) surrendered the Isle to 
Bruce.    

As Bruce led his men into battle and 
demonstrated his willingness to risk his personal 
safety for them, many more Scots along with 
others were inspired to join the mission for Scottish 
freedom from the English.    

From Spring to midsummer 1313, Edward 
Bruce, King Robert’s brother, attempted to take 
control of Stirling Castle which was held by the 
English.   More to come …… 

 
Part V of the Series will continue in the 

February 2013 issue of the Blue Lion …. 
 

 
V. Edward Bruce Makes an Agreement (1313)

   – February 2013 
VI. Preparing for Battle (1313 – June 1314)  – 

May 2013 
VII. The Battle (June 1314)  – August 2013 
VIII. Finally… Acknowledgement & the 

Declaration of Arbroath  (1314 – 1320)
 -    November 2013 

IX. The “Peace” in a Courageous Era (1320- 
1329)  – February 2014 

 
 
 

X. Final Measures to Celebrate the 700th 
Anniversary of Bannockburn    – May 2014 
  

The article above was composed using the 
three books listed below.   There is much more 
history to account for that can be individually 
researched by those who desire additional 
information.   

 
 Barrow, G. W. S. – Robert Bruce and the 

Community of the Realm of Scotland, 
Edinburgh University Press. 

 
 McNamee, Colm – Robert Bruce Our most Valiant 

Prince, King and Lord, published by Birlinn 
Limited 2006.   

 
 Bruce, Andrew, Lord Elgin, 11th Earl of Elgin and 

15th Earl of Kincardine – The Bruce – Robert 
King of Scots, a Personal View, published by 
Masonic Publishing Co. 2006 - Glasgow 
 

 
Plans for Bannockburn 2014 
 

As public plans are evolving for the 2014 700th 
Anniversary celebrations in Scotland, one of the 
major events was the Clan Gathering 2014.   This 
event was scheduled in July 2014 to coincide with 
a Scottish Highland Games event in Stirling.   The 
plans for the Clan Gathering 2014 have been 
cancelled; although, there are discussions 
underway to plan some other clan events the 
week of the Bannockburn Centre opening.    The 
details for a number of official celebration events 
are still evolving and there is no firm details yet to 
share.    

In the August Blue Lion, it was mentioned that 
the specific dates for the Family of Bruce 
International bus tour and other events would be 
more fully defined in mid-2013.    

The actual Bannockburn site is under 
restoration and their dates for the 2014 
celebration are firm and will be the week of Mid-
Summers day (June 24-29, 2014).    

To keep in touch with what is going on to plan 
for the celebration use the following website…   
http://www.battleofbannockburn.com/Home/      
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Bruce Biography 
     

 

Flight Lieutenant Robert Bruce 
Flight Lieutenant Robert Bruce, who has died aged 96, 

formed a formidable night fighter crew with his 
Canadian pilot, Russ Bannock; their successes included 

the destruction of 19 V-1 flying bombs in addition to 
nine enemy aircraft. 

"Reprinted from Daily Telegraph Online 30 August 2012 
for non-commercial use" 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/military-
obituaries/air-force-obituaries/9509833/Flight-Lieutenant-
Robert-Bruce.html 

The pair joined No 418 (RCAF) Squadron in June 
1944 to fly night intruder missions, and claimed their first 
success a week later when they shot down a Luftwaffe 
night fighter over a French airfield. Within days the 
Germans launched the V-1 attacks against London, 
and No 418, with its fast-flying Mosquito aircraft, was 
sent on night patrols to intercept and destroy them.  

Bannock and his navigator Bruce decided that the 
best way to stop the flying bombs (code-named 
“Divers”) was to catch them just after they were 
launched from their sites in the Pas de Calais. On July 3 
they headed for Abbeville and arrived to see a stream 
of Divers being launched. Despite coming under heavy 
fire from anti-aircraft guns, they attacked and 
destroyed three. Three nights later they intercepted and 
destroyed four in one mission; two more fell to their guns 
the following night.  

By mid-August they had accounted for another 10, 
making them one of the most successful Allied crews 
against the flying bombs. Both men were awarded 
DFCs.  

The great grandson of James Bruce, the 8th Earl of 
Elgin and 12th Earl of Kincardine, Robert Richard Fernie 
Bruce was born at Inverkeiler, Scotland, on August 17 
1915 and educated at Rugby, before taking a First in 
Music at Edinburgh University.  

From early childhood, he had been an 
outstanding cellist and accomplished pianist, and, after 
leaving Edinburgh, he travelled to Switzerland to study 
the cello. He then moved to Amsterdam for tuition with 
Rafael Lanes, and under Johannes Roentgen he 
studied composition.  

Bruce started the war as a pacifist, and worked 
with the Friends Ambulance Service during the London 
Blitz. He was then posted to Gloucester Royal Hospital, 
where he met a smart (and forceful) sister whom he 
later married.  

Early in 1942 he altered his stance as a 
conscientious objector and enlisted in the RAF. Training 
as a navigator in Canada, he met Russ Bannock, who 
was an instructor, and they teamed up at the Mosquito 
training unit before travelling to England and joining No 
418 at Middle Wallop in Hampshire. The squadron’s role 
was intruder operations in support of Bomber  

 
 

Command’s night bombing offensive. Single Mosquitos 
flew to enemy-held airfields in north-west Europe to 
intercept and shoot down enemy night fighters as they 
took off and landed. If they failed to intercept aircraft, 
they were tasked to attack rail and road transport.  

In mid-August 1944, after its successful campaign 
against the Divers, No 418 reverted to intruder sorties. 
On August 29, Bruce and Bannock headed for an 
airfield near Copenhagen, where they shot down a 
Junkers 88 and destroyed a Messerschmitt Bf 110.  

Two weeks later they shot down an enemy night 
fighter as it was about to land, and on the night of 
September 27/28 they flew to a training airfield where 
they destroyed two Messerschmitts. As they pulled 
away from the airfield at Parrow, a Bf 109 attacked, 
and the Mosquito’s starboard engine was damaged 
before they made their escape. They returned the 600 
miles over enemy territory on one engine . Bannock was 
promoted to wing commander and posted to 
command No 406 (RCAF) Squadron, Bruce 
accompanying him as the squadron’s navigation 
training officer. They opened their account on 
December 24 by shooting down a Junkers 88 over 
Paderborn airfield. Further successes followed .  

In February 1945 Bruce was awarded a Bar to his 
DFC . He was released from the RAF in 1946 and initially 
worked as a teacher in Brighton. He then became a 
lecturer in Music at Cardiff University.  

Throughout the war, Bruce had found time to play 
music, having added the oboe to his repertoire, and to 
compose. Shortly after returning to civilian life he started 
work on a symphony which he completed a few years 
later. It was performed by the Toronto Symphony 
Orchestra and recorded in studios in Poland.  

After retiring in 1977, Bruce and his wife renovated 
a cottage at Llechryd, South Wales, where they also 
created and tended a beautiful one-acre garden .  

Robert Bruce married, in 1941, Beatrice Tomboline. 
She died in 2010, and he is survived by a son and a 
daughter; an elder son predeceased him.  

Flight Lieutenant Robert Bruce, born August 17 
1915, died August 13 2012  

 
Lt. Robert Bruce on the right and  

Canadian Pilot Russ Bannock on the left 
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Heather Bruce, of Denver Colorado, 
has danced and drummed her way 

through a successful competition season 
this summer! 

  
The goal was to complete her Novice dance 

card so she could focus more on drumming, since 
the Colorado Youth Pipe Band is planning a Summer 
2013 trip to Scotland.  She competed at the Elizabeth 
Celtic Festival, the Omaha Indoor Competition, the 
Colorado Irish Festival, the Colorado Scottish Festival 
at Highlands Ranch, the Wyoming Highlanders' 
Scottish Festival in Jackson Hole, and the "big one" at 
Estes Park: the Long's Peak Scottish-Irish Festival & 
Games.  She competed in highland dancing, solo 
tenor drumming, and pipe band.  (And her parents, 
Bob & Rachel Bruce, spent a lot of money on gas!) 
She won her last Novice stamp with a 3rd place in 
the Fling at Estes Park, where there were 70 dancers 
competing.  It was a significant result, because 
Heather was still recuperating from a broken nose 
and concussion she had suffered at school.  The pipe 
band had a miserable Saturday, as is wont to 
happen, but they bounced back on Sunday with a 
terrific performance.  Their drum corps earned 2nd 
place against all the adult bands.  See them on 
YouTube at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HxeNv7_aXrk. 

Now that Heather is an Intermediate dancer, 
she will compete in this category for 365 days. 
 Regardless of wins and losses, she will then bump up 
to Premier, which has been a 5-year goal.  That's a 
lot of Monday and Wednesday nights at dance 
lessons! 

After the competition season in September, the 
Colorado Youth Pipe Band traditionally attends the 
Celtic Harvest Festival at Edgewater as the featured 
pipe band.  They enjoy hanging out together and 
talking about the competition season; they 
entertained the festival-goers with a 45-minute show. 
Heather even put down her drum and danced while 
her tenor partner and a piper played Glendaruel 
Highlanders.  Heather then danced two more gigs at 
Edgewater with the Rocky Mountain Highland 
Dancers.  We think this is the last time she'll wear her 
Sailor's Hornpipe outfit, because it's comically short. 

If you attend a festival in the Rocky Mountain 
area, come find the blue-and-white striped 
Colorado Youth Pipe Band tent and ask for the 
Bruces. 

 

 

 

 

  
Heather on left dancing while her pipe band members 

play the drum and pipes 

 

Bruce Grave Stone – Pavia, Pennsylvania 
The grave marker below was found by John and 

Joyce Bruce at the Pavia Cemetery.   Can anyone 
shed some information on who this might be??    

 

 
 
 

 

Tributes & Recognition 

Flowers of the Forest
Myra Louise Stringfellow of Moultrie, 

Georgia died August 21 2012 at the 
age of 101.   She was a proud member 
of Family of Bruce International 
descending from Ward Bruce the 
Revolutionary patriot from Georgia.  
For full obituary – 
http://moultrieobserver.com/obituaries
/x946185836/Myra-Louise-Brown-
Stringfellow  

Mrs. Maurice F. Schulten of Kentucky 
Lucy (Lou) Wright Carlisle – November 10, 

2012.   Mother of John Wright Carlisle, 
Past President of Family of Bruce 
International.   
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Membership Committee –  
Polly Bruce Tilford 
 
       The Family of Bruce International warmly 
welcomes new members who have recently 
joined!!!    
 

“Ceud Mile Failte” 
(One hundred Thousand Welcomes in Scots Gaelic) 

 

NEW MEMBERS: 
 

California – Joel Bruce Crow, Betsy Samson-
Andrews, Karri R. Samson, George A. 
Bruce, Gayle Bruce 

Georgia – Susan Sexton, Robert Jones 
Indiana – Deborah Hyde Ball 
Missouri – Derrick Craig Bruce, Thomas Bruce, 

Lynn Henning 
South Carolina – Barbara Jones 
 
LIFE MEMBERS: 
 

Tennessee – Ralph W. Bruce, Ph.D.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The following FOBI members have had 

their Blue Lion issues returned due to address 
changes.   Please contact Polly Bruce Tilford if 
you have any information on the following 
members:    

 
 Robert A. Bruce, Jr. – Columbus, Ohio 
 Mrs. Adele L. Needham – Dallas, Texas 
 Mr. & Mrs. Leo Utz – Lakeland, Florida 

 
 

 
 
 

Charitable Operations Committee 
 

The Charitable Operations arm of Family 
of Bruce International invites members to 
provide ideas and nominations for charitable 
giving for 2013.   

Thank you to all who have supported our 
Charitable Donations efforts.   

All recommendations for Charitable 
Donations should be forwarded to: 

 
Don Bruce 

1051 Eagle Ridge Trail 
Stillwater, MN   55082 

don@familyofbruce.org  
 

Since we are a recognized §501(c)(3) 
corporation for tax purposes, any gift you 
make to Family of Bruce International is fully 
tax deductible.  You can also make a 
donation in memory of a loved one and their 
name will be listed on the Tributes and 
Recognition Page.   

Your checks should be sent to our 
Treasurer, Steven Bruce, at the following 
address:   

FOBI –  c/o Steven Bruce 
5096 Whites Mill Drive 
Gainesville GA 30504 

Please note on your check, payable to 
Family of Bruce International, Inc., and that it 
is for charitable operations. 
 

 
The Deadline for input to the  

NEXT ISSUE IS  
January 15, 2013!! 

 
Please send pictures and/or stories to Deb Gottlieb at 
deb@familyofbruce.org or by mail to 1495 Jones Road, 
Roswell, GA  30075 
 

Committee Updates 

ANNUAL MEMBER DUES 
 

2013 Annual Dues - $25 payable to 
 Family of Bruce International, Inc.  

By January 1, 2013.   Please mail to:   
 Polly Bruce Tilford,  

5561 Earl Young Rd., 
Bloomington, IN  47408 
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Gifts and Merchandise 
  

Are you starting to think about Christmas gifts for 
your beloved Scottish family member or friend??   

Please see our inventory below!!! 
Also remember that memberships make great gifts!  

http://www.familyofbruce.org/merch.htm. 
You can order these items using the order form on the next 

page!!! 
 

BOOKS –  
Duncan A. Bruce is a well-known author on Scottish events 
and people.  
 

The Scottish 100 – Portraits of History’s Most Influential 
Scots.   Signed copy -  $19.00 ($17 + $2 shipping) 
The Great Scot – a novel of Robert the Bruce, 
Scotland’s Legendary Warrior King.  Signed copy - 
$27.00 ($25 + $2 shipping)  

 

The Elgins – 1766-1917 –  by Sydney Checkland.  Period 
history of the Earls of Elgin, their families, and Broomhall.    
$32.00 ($30 + $2 shipping) 
 

Rebel King Series – Book One – Hammer of the Scots, 
Book Two – The Har’ships, and Book Three – Bannock 
Burn –  by Charles Randolph Bruce & Carolyn Hale Bruce.    

www.rebelking.com 
Hardback - $31 ($29 + $2 shipping) 
Paperback - $22 ($20 + $2 shipping) 

     
Epic Order of the Seven – by Jenny Cote 
Series of books for children through adult about Max, the 
Scottish Terrier and a French cat named Liz.  Order using 
the following website at  
 http://www.epicorderoftheseven.com/ In the Cart, type 
BRUCE in the Group Code.  25% at will be donated to the 
Family of Bruce International – payment processed through 
PayPal.   Due to new ordering process, please email 
ann@epicorderoftheseven.com to indicate you have 
placed an order for the Bruce Code…. Thanks! 

 
     $14.99  $14.99  $15.99 
 
 
DVD –  
The 700th Anniversary of The Enthronement of Robert 
Bruce.  The DVD contains footage of the events on 
Sunday, March 26, 2006.   You will hear the incredible music 
and an upfront view of the church service at St. John’s Kirk, 
and the Ceremony of Acclaim and events at Scone 
Palace.    The DVD is approx. two hours long. $21.00 ($20.00 
+ $1.00 shipping) 

 
 
 
Bruce Family History – DVD version. Family of Bruce Video 
was produced in 1974 by our Chief, the Earl of Elgin and 
Kincardine to mark the 700th anniversary of the birth of King 
Robert I.   This is a very fine exposition of the history of our 
Family, and should be in the collection of every Bruce.    
Also available as a VHS video   $21.00 ($20 + $1 shipping) 
 
SHIRTS –  
Green Bruce T-shirt with quote from the Declaration of 
Arbroath on the back.  Sizes Small to 3XL – $18.00 ($15 + 
$3 shipping) 

   
                    Front                                Back 
   

 
NEW ITEMS –  
          Tote Bag –  $21 ($18 +$3 shipping)     Cap - $18 ($15+$3 shipping) 

       
        Forest Green                    Black or Forest Green 

                      Bruce Only        Bruce or Scotland 
               Deep side & inside pocket          

Embroidered American and St. Andrews Flags 
 
MISCELLANEOUS –  
Family of Bruce Note Cards & Bookmark – with Bruce 
Modern Tartan 

              
 
Cards $2.75 each with matching envelopes – 

 Heather (shown), Thistle, Scottie Dog  
 Christmas Cards – Piper (shown), Angel, & 
             Bell 
Bookmarks - $3.50 each 
 

 

Polo Shirts with the Bruce 
name and the American and 
St. Andrews Flag.   Colors 
White, Dark Gray,)  

Sizes – Small – XX-Large.   
$28.00 ($25 + $3 shipping) 

Great Gift for Children 
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Merchandise order form 
 
 

 Family of Bruce International, Inc. Merchandise Order Form 
Name:     Address: 
 

ITEM QTY SIZE (if 
applicable) 

COLOR  
(if applicable) 

PRICE EACH SHIPPING 
EACH 

TOTAL EACH 
ITEM 

Green Arbroath T Shirt 
Sizes available    S – M – L – 
XL – XXL - XXXL 

  Green 
 

 

$15.00 $3.00  

Black 700th Anniversary T 
Shirt  (limited quantities) 
– Sizes available L, XL, XXL 

  Black $15.00 $3.00  

POLOS (limited quantities) 
‐ Bruce White – XXL 

‐ Scotland Grey – S & XL 

‐ Scotland White – XL  

‐ Scotland Green – S 

   $25.00 $3.00  

‐ Tote Bag in Green with 
embroidered American & 
St. Andrews Flags and 
BRUCE 

 n/a Green $15.00 $3.00  

Knitted Cap with embroidered 
American & St. Andrews Flags 
and a choice of BRUCE or 
SCOTLAND 

 Chose 
BRUCE or 

SCOTLAND 

Black or Forest 
Green 

$15.00 $3.00  

Note Cards 
‐ Heather 

‐ Thistle 

‐ Scottie Dog 

‐ Christmas Piper 

‐ Christmas Angel 

Christmas Bell 

 n/a n/a $2.75 No add’l 
postage 

 

‐ Bookmark  n/a n/a $3.50 No add’l 
postage 

 

Books  n/a n/a    
‐ The Scottish 100 
 

   $17.00 $2.00  

‐ The Great Scot 
 

 n/a n/a $25.00 $2.00  

‐ The Elgins   1766-1917 
 

 n/a n/a $30.00 $2.00  

Epic Order of the Seven 
Series 

Great gift for children!!! 
 

      

DVD 
‐ Bruce Family History 
‐  

 n/a n/a $20.00 DVD 
$10.00 VHS 

$1.00  

700th Anniversary of the 
Enthronement of Robert 
Bruce 

 n/a n/a $20.00 $1.00  

 
       TOTAL $ AMOUNT INCLUDING SHIPPING $           .00 

 
Merchandise can be ordered by sending this order form and a check payable to 

Family of Bruce International, Inc. to: 
 

Mrs. Polly Bruce Tilford 
5561 Earl Young Road 
Bloomington, IN  47408  

 

http://www.epicorderoftheseven.com/ In the Cart, type BRUCE in the Group Code.  25% at 
will be donated to the Family of Bruce International – payment processed through PayPal.   
Due to new ordering process, please email ann@epicorderoftheseven.com to indicate you 
have placed an order for the Bruce Code…. Thanks! 
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Commissioners 
 

Chief
 

The Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, KT, LLD, DLitt, DL, JP 
Broomhall, Dunfermline, Scotland 

Crest*:  A lion statant with tail extended Azure, armed and langued Gules. 
Arms*:  Or, a saltire and chief Gules, on a canton Argent a lion rampant Azure. 
Motto:  Fuimus – We have been. 

* The Crest and Arms belong to the Chief and can only be used by him.  Use of the Crest surrounded by a buckled belt is acceptable. 

Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors and Commissioners

 Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors 
President 

William P. Bruce, FSA Scot 
5556 27th Ave., So. 

Minneapolis, MN   55417-1934 
william@familyofbruce.org 

 

Vice President 
Don Bruce, FSA Scot 

1051 Eagle Ridge Trail 
Stillwater, MN   55082 

don@familyofbruce.org 

Secretary 
Polly Bruce Tilford 

5561 Earl Young Rd., 
Bloomington, IN  47408 

polly@familyofbruce.org  

Treasurer 
Steven E. Bruce 

5096 Whites Mill Dr. 
Gainesville, GA  30504 

Steve@familyofbruce.org 
 

Operations Officer 
Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot 

1495 Jones Rd 
Roswell, GA   30075 

deb@familyofbruce.org 

Past President Board Member 
John Carlisle, FSA Scot 
3833 Stockport Drive 

Plano, TX  75025 
johnwcarlisle@tx.rr.com 

At-Large Board Member 
Thomas Allen Bruce 

P.O. Box 924 
Holly Springs, GA 30142 

tabruce@windstream.net  

High Commissioner Board Member 
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot 

1870 Manning Way 
Colorado Springs, CO  80919 
brucefsascot@yahoo.com  

 

Family of Bruce Commissioners 

Lieutenant to the Chief 
Thomas Allen Bruce 
Holly Springs, GA   
 

California 
Roger Kelly 
985 Portola Dr. 
San Francisco, CA  94127 
 

   Deputy Commissioner 
   Stanley Kelly 
 

Colorado  
Vacant 
 
 
 

Southeast 
Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot  
Roswell, GA 
deb@familyofbruce.org  
 

High Commissioner 
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot 
Colorado Springs, CO  80919 
 

Northeast 
Charles F. Bruce, III 
15 Clinton St 
Portland, Me 04104 
 

Texas 
John Carlisle, FSA Scot 
Plano, TX 
 

Australia Representative 
Christopher R. Bruce 
29 George St. 
Greenwich, Sidney, NSW 
Australia     2065 
debruis@bigpond.com  

At-Large 
Thomas Allen Bruce 
Holly Springs, GA 
 

Oklahoma 
MarLo Alexander 
4781 Dartmouth Dr. S.E. 
Bartlesville, OK  74006 
 

Upper Mid-West 
William P. Bruce, FSA Scot 
Minneapolis, MN    
 

       Deputy Commissioner  
Don Bruce, FSA Scot 
Stillwater, MN   55082 
 

Virginia 
Gerald Cousins, Sr. 
144 Hazelwood Dr. 
Aylet, VA   23009 
4uskins@hughes.net  
 

The role of Commissioner is not directly affiliated with Family of Bruce International.  It is a designation as a 
 representative of the Name of Bruce as authorized by the Chief or under his delegated authority. 

 

Family of Bruce International is a non-profit organization established to create and promote kinship amongst its family members and to encourage 
interest in the Family of Bruce and its history.   Membership is open to persons interested in their Scottish heritage and especially those who qualify 
by surname, by descent, or by recognized septs:   Carlisle, Carruthers, Crosby, Randolph, and Stenhouse.  It is the only such organization 
recognized by the hereditary chief of the Name of Bruce, The Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine.   
 
Mission Statement:    “To promote, honor, and preserve our Scottish and Bruce heritage by sponsoring activities, events, scholarships, and continual 
communication through the E-Magazine and website.  We will therefore, provide educational information, tributes to our history and ancestors, and 
thereby attract Bruces and Septs into the enjoyment and celebration of our familial relationships. 

Chief’s Personal Representative and Honorary Member - Duncan A. Bruce, FSA Scot 

Editor The
 Blue Lion – Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot 

Webmaster – Thomas B. Bruce 
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Melrose Abbey 

 
 

Melrose Abbey, founded in 1136 by David I, was the first monastery of the Cistercian order established in Scotland. The 
Cistercians were drawn to this fertile spot beside the River Tweed because of its intimate associations with the holy men St Aidan and St 
Cuthbert, whose monastery lay downriver at Old Melrose. 

The great abbey church of St Mary the Virgin at Melrose loomed large in the lives of many people, on both sides of the border 
with England. Powerful people endowed it richly, and a hallowed few were privileged to be buried there. They included King Alexander II 
(died 1249) and the heart of Robert Bruce (died 1329), whose body was interred at Dunfermline Abbey.  For more information….  
http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/index/places/propertyresultsold/propertyabout.htm?PropID=PL_210&PropName=Melrose%20Abbey  


