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Inchcolm Abbey was established on Inchcolm Island originally as a priory by David I in 1235. It is 
the best-preserved group of monastic buildings in Scotland. 

It was the dream of Alexander I to establish a monastery on the island after he sheltered on it 
during a storm. But following his death, it was his brother David I who invited Augustinian canons to 
establish a priory, which was later given full abbey status. 

The abbey has a dramatic location which you can see from the boat before you arrive on the 
island. The medieval stone screens inside the belltower are rare survivals of medieval church fixtures 
and the 13th century well-painting is a rare medieval fresco.   (http://www.visitscotland.com/en-
us/info/see-do/inchcolm-abbey-p247601)  

Members of the Family of Bruce were treated to an excursion to Inchcolm Island by Lord Elgin 
in 2014.    The group traveled to the island via a ferry called the Maid of the Forth.    (see more 
information on pages 7 – 10 and 16) 

Inchcolm Abbey
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President’s Message 
   

Dear Family — 
When you read this letter it will have been nearly 

a year since many of us were in Scotland for the 
700th Anniversary of the Battle of Bannockburn and 
the many memorable activities planned for us by 
Lord Elgin and his family.  I have decided to take this 
opportunity to tell you of one event, which of all of 
those present, I had a unique experience.  Let me 
explain.  Before ever leaving for Scotland, I had 
been asked to participate in the service of 
commemoration, victory and magnanimity which 
was to be held at Dunfermline Abbey Church.  Let us 
all remember that although King Robert’s military 
prowess was the deciding factor on the battlefield at 
Bannockburn, it was his diplomatic skills, personal 
compassion and political insight that won the 
peace.  His magnanimous treatment of English 
prisoners of war demonstrated his wisdom.  My 
participation in the commemoration was to march in 
the processional from The Dunfermline City 
Chambers a couple of city blocks from the Abbey, 
and then read the Gospel lesson during the service 
itself.  I was highly honored to do both things. 

     Needless to say, I wished to be as well 
prepared as I could be.  In the days preceding the 
service, Lord Elgin showed me the Bible from which I 
would read the lesson, a Bible (1651) owned by a 
Robert Bruce who had served a couple of hundred 
years ago as a moderator of the Church of Scotland.  
It is a treasure in and of itself and is in the keeping of 
Lord Elgin.  I also realized, once I got to Scotland, 
that I would need a new kilt jacket, and was able to 
purchase and be fitted for one from the Walker 
Slater Tweed Shop on Victoria Street in Edinburgh.  
They made sure the correct alterations were made 
quickly and sent it to me at my hotel in Dunfermline 
by messenger.  I also picked up a pair of the correct 
kilt hose to go with it all.  Fortunately, I had brought 
my Bruce Ancient kilt with me from home. 

     Well before the scheduled time of the service 
(5PM Friday, June 27th, 2014), I was to meet with the 
others who would process at the Dunfermline City 
Chambers, where I was shown to a large meeting 
room on the second floor where the final 
preparations were to be made.  Adam Bruce, who, 
as the Marchmont Herald of Arms, was in charge of 
insuring that all was in order and that all participants 
were properly prepared and attired.  I was positively 
impressed by all of the tradition, history and protocol 
the Scots attribute to this type of event.  The 
elaborate costumes worn by both of the Heralds of 
Arms and the Lord Lyon were beyond impressive – 
and obviously more than any person could put on  

 
 

without assistance.  I had previously met the other 
participants, with the exception of Dr. Morrow, the 
Lord Lyon, and the Earl of Dundee.  I was introduced 
to both of them during this preparation time and 
found both to be highly admirable gentlemen.  

     With the preparations complete, it was down 
the stairs and out on to the street where the Pipes 
and Drums of the Scots Guards Association was to 
lead the processional through the streets to the 
Abbey.  The order of march was as follows: 

Pipes and Drums of the Scots Guards 
Association (to, but not into, the church) 

Adam Bruce, Marchmont Herald of Arms, and a 
son of Lord Elgin. 

Mrs. Roads, Snawdon Herald of Arms, and a 
Bruce by birth. 

Dr. Joseph Morrow, the Lord Lyon. 
MWO MacIssac & RSM Brouwer, of the 31st 

Combat Engineers (Elgin Regiment). 
William Bruce (myself), as President of Family of 

Bruce International. 
Lord Charles Bruce, eldest son of Lord Elgin, 

bearing the great sword of King Robert I, 
accompanied by his son Benedict.  

Alexander Bruce, son of Lord Elgin, bearing the 
personal heraldic banner of the Earl of Elgin, Chief of 
the Name and Arms of Bruce. 

The Earl of Dundee, hereditary standard bearer 
with the Royal Banner of Scotland, the Lion 
Rampant. 

And finally, 
Lt. Col. Bertoia & Lt. Col. Smith of the Elgin 

Regiment. 
     By this time, the church was completely filled 

with all of the “by invitation only” guests of Lord and 
Lady Elgin, including many notables and not a few 
clan and family chiefs.  The clergy and musicians 
were all in place as the processional approached 
the huge wooden doors of the medieval portion of 
the church which was adorned for the event with 
dozens of heraldic banners and other devices.  
Once inside we continued forward to the inner doors 
leading to the sanctuary of the newer portion of the 
church, where we paused as the congregation sang 
the first two verses of “The Old Hundredth”.  As many 
of you might know, the third verse of this hymn 
begins with the phrase “Oh, enter then His gates with 
praise, approach with joy His courts unto:” which was 
our cue to enter the nave and proceed down the 
main aisle toward the chancel from which we were 
to take our assigned places.  I was seated in the first  
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President’s Message (continued) 

    
row of the nave, directly in front of the chancel and 
across the aisle from Lord and Lady Elgin.  From there 
it would be easy for me to get to the raised lectern 
from which I would read the gospel lesson.  

 (NOTE:  A reproduction of the service booklet 
was printed in the August, 2014, issue of the Blue Lion.  
I recommend you review that at this point.) 

     The Dunfermline Abbey Church was a 
magnificent setting for this service.  Imagine, if you 
will, every pew filled to capacity, a brilliantly trained 
choir, a powerful pipe organ, a chancel filled with 
Scottish Episcopal, Church of Scotland and Roman 
Catholic clergy, and the high pulpit from which Dr. 
McLellan delivered his most apropos sermon rising 
above the tomb of King Robert I.  I cannot begin to 
do justice in this description to the sense of awe, 
wonder and grace we all experienced in that place 
at that time.  When it was time for me to read the 
lesson, the portion of holy scripture we usually refer to 
as “The Beatitudes” (Matthew 5:1-12), I carefully 
ascended the lectern steps and looked out over the 
gathered congregation.  I can assure you that even 
though I had many times before looked out over 
congregations as a participant, I was very much in 
awe of what I saw before me.  Although it seemed 
like a very long time, I am certain only a couple of 
seconds passed before I knew I had to look down at 
what I was to read and concentrate on that.  I know 
how to project my voice, and was told later that all 
heard without difficulty.  The excellent PA system 
didn’t hurt either. 

     All of this was an experience I shall always 
remember, and do so with both pride and humility.  
This American was humbled by the gracious and 
thoughtful way in which our Chief and his family 
choreographed this entire event, and to be part of it 
was an honor which will bless my memory of it for the 
remainder of my lifetime.  Thank you Lord and Lady 
Elgin for being the gracious people that you are, and 
thanks also to your entire immediate family.  Your 
larger Family of Bruce is proud that you are our Chief. 

     Now for a change in subject.  The children 
who are such a significant part of many of our 
memberships are, in so many ways, our future as an 
organization.  Have you thought about the ways in 
which you might involve the children in your 
particular branch of our family in things Scottish in 
general and in things FOBII in particular?  Our games 
season is now upon us.  Bring these kids with you and 
come to one of the events listed in this issue of the 
Blue Lion, even if you have to travel a ways to make 
it happen.  Virtually all of these events have activities  

 

 
 

 
specifically designed for kids or to be of particular 
interest to them.  Do you have a Bruce Badge, some 
Bruce Tartan or other identifier for them to wear?  We 
can help you with that.  For those with teenagers, be 
thinking about providing them with their own 
memberships when they hit the age eighteen mark.  
Best of all, plan a family trip to Stone Mountain in 
October.  Join us at our tent display area, engage us 
in conversation, march with us in the parade of 
clans, participate in our annual meeting, join us at 
the annual Bruce dinner, enjoy the music, dancing 
and food, absorb the pageantry and spectacle of 
the massed bands – and ever so much more.  It is 
great fun.  Give those of us in leadership positions the 
opportunity to get to know you and your families, 
including your children, on a first name basis as well 
that of our Bruce surname.  We are looking forward 
to seeing you in person at Stone Mountain or one of 
the other “games” events.  I can assure you of a 
warm welcome. 

     Here is another question for you.  Do you 
have a person in your household who is learning to 
play the pipes or learning highland dancing?  Is 
there one of our younger members who is thinking 
about spending a college term in Scotland or 
studying some aspect of Scottish history and culture 
at a college or university or other setting here in the 
USA or Canada?  FOBII has certain funds set aside to 
help members with this type of thing.  If you think you 
might qualify for assistance, write a proposal and 
send it along to us.  We will carefully consider each 
proposal. 

 
 

Yours aye,   William 
 

 
William and Phyllis 
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2015 Events 
  

Here’s the list of upcoming Highland 
Games and Festivals in 2015 for a Bruce 

presence.   Please let us know of any 
games in your area you suggest for 

consideration. 
 
CALIFORNIA –  
May 23-24 – Scottish Fest – Orange 

County Fair and Event Center – 
Orange County –   
http://www.scottishfest.com/#!  

August 1-2 – Monterey Scottish Games 
and Celtic Festival – Joel Bruce Crow 
http://www.montereyscotgames.com/    

 

September 5-6 – 150th Scottish Highland 
Gathering and Games in Pleasanton – 
Joel Bruce Crow 
http://thescottishgames.com/    

 

October 9-11 – Seaside Highland Games– 
Ventura County – Julie Goldsworth 
www.seaside-games.com/   

 

CANADA ––  
May 16-18 – 152nd Victoria  
Highland Games, Topaz Park, - 

http://victoriahighlandgames.com/  
June 27 – Red Deer Highland Games – 

tentative – Reid Fisher 
http://www.reddeerhighlandgames.ca  

Sept 5 – Calgary Highland Games – 
Springbank Park, Calgary - Reid Fisher 
http://calgaryhighlandgames.org/about  

Sept 5-6  – Canmore Highland Games, 
Centennial Park, Canmore, AB – Reid 
Fisher 
http://www.canmorehighlandgames.ca/  

 
COLORADO – Robert Bruce 
July 18-19 – Elizabeth Celtic Festival – 

Casey Jones Park – Elizabeth, CO. 
     http://elizabethcelticfestival.com/  
 

 
 
August 1 - 2  – Colorado Scottish Festival –  
     Snowmass, CO  tentative 

www.scottishgames.org/  
 

September 10-13  – Longs Peak 
Scottish/Irish Highland Festival – Estes 
Park www.scotfest.com  

 
GEORGIA – Deb Bruce Gottlieb &                             

Steve Bruce 
October 16-18 – Stone Mountain Highland 

Games www.smhg.org – Annual 
Meeting – 1pm and Annual Dinner at 
6pm on Saturday!!   

 
INDIANA – Polly Bruce Tilford 
September 12-13  – Columbus Highland 

Games, Columbus 
www.scottishfestival.org  

 
KENTUCKY – Joseph Ryan Bruce  
May 29-31 –  Glasgow Highland Games, 

Glasgow 
www.glasgowhighlandgames.com   

 
MAINE – Charles F. Bruce III   
August 15 –  Maine Highland Games, 

Topsham Fairgrounds  
www.mainehighlandgames.org  

 
MINNESOTA – William Bruce & Don Bruce 
July 18 – Minnesota Scottish Fair & 

Highland Games, Faithful Childhood 
Catholic School, Eagan 
www.mnscottishfair.org 

 
 NEW YORK –Nick Carrado  
August 8 – Central New York Scottish 

Games, Long Branch Park, Onondaga 
County   
www.cnyscottishgames.org/CNY_Scotti
sh_Games/Welcome.html

Sorry – no Bruce 
Tent in 2015 

NEW 

MOVED 

Sorry - No Bruce 
tent in 2015 

 

Honored Clan 
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2015 – proposed Scottish events 
  

 

OKLAHOMA – MarLo Alexander 
September 18-20 – Oklahoma Scottish 

Games & Gathering, Tulsa 
www.tulsascottishgames.org 

 

OHIO –  
June 26-27 – Ohio Scottish Games –  

Kenneth Swank   Lorain County 
Fairgrounds, Wellington, OH   
http://www.ohioscottishgames.com/   

 

VIRGINIA – Gerald Cousins   
October 24-25 –  Central Virginia Highland 

Games and Celtic Festival – Richmond 
Raceway Complex, VA - 
http://vacelticfestival.com/  

 

WASHINGTON – Susan White 
August 29-30 -  Hood Canal Highland 

Celtic Festival –  Belfair State Park, 
Belfair Washington –
http://www.hoodcanalscots.org/  

 
 

WISCONSIN – William Bruce & Don Bruce 
Sept 4 – 6 Wisconsin Scottish Fair 
Waukesha Expo Ctr – Waukesha, WI 

www.wisonsinscottish.org/  
 
 

 
Future Scottish Games & Events  

 
Please let Deb Bruce Gottlieb know if you have any 
particular Scottish games or events you suggest a Family of 
Bruce International attendance or feedback regarding 
social media and/or the Blue Lion!!! 
 

Contact:   deb@familyofbruce.org 
or mail at: 

Deb Bruce Gottlieb 
1495 Jones Road 

Roswell, GA   30075 
 

 

NEW 

As you can see from the 
previous list, the Family of Bruce 
International is developing quite an 
inventory of events!     

 
We even have a couple of 

potential planned events in Florida 
for 2016!!! 

 
Thank you to all of our games 

hosts, helpers, and members who 
are interested in representing our 
family.    
 

At this point, we are looking at 
expanding our exposure to areas 
such as Facebook and other social 
media…. But we need your input to 
ensure our efforts are employed 
where we want them to be!!! 

 
Also, do you have any ideas for 

future Blue Lion articles??? 
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2015 Scottish Games Held 
 

 
 
 

Colorado Tartan Day Festival 
April 11-12 

Robert Bruce – Colorado 
Commissioner 

Heather Bruce and Robert Bruce began 
hosting the Colorado Bruce tent this season 
with a 2-day event for Colorado Tartan Day in 
Longmont, Colorado.  Here, Heather is 
showing off her targe (shield), helmet and 
axe with grandmother Mary Bruce while 
setting up the tent.  The helmet was a big 
favorite with the young kids! 
 

 
Heather and Mary Bruce 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

139th Anniversary 
Sacramento Valley Scottish Games 

Woodland CA – April 25-26 
Gayle Bruce 

The games started out with rain (Scottish 
mist) on Friday night and early Saturday 
morning, but we did have visitors.  Sunday 
was busy all day with lots of people wanting 
to share and explore their family ties with the 
Bruces.  We gave out at least a dozen 
applications to folks who qualify to join the 
Family of Bruce International.    This year the 
tent was in front of the clan’s area, which put 
us in a very well-traveled spot!   The biggest 
eye catcher is the weapons table which has 
a replica of Robert Bruce's sword, and 
alongside is a photo of Lord Bruce holding the 
real sword – no matter who is visiting the tent 
the combo is always impressive.   

 We found out that we were one of the 
top rated clans (second in fact, and while we 
are pleased at our efforts being recognized 
by our peers, although this is not our focus.   
The highlight of every game continues to be 
the moment we can recognize and welcome 
other members to the Family of Bruce 
International. 
 

 
Kyle Crow and Gayle Bruce
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Lord Elgin Relates 

 

By John W. Tilford 
Gentleman that he is, Lord Elgin speaks 

softly.  Perhaps he raised his voice a few times 
when his children were young, but that is 
difficult for us to imagine and too sensitive a 
question to ask Lady Elgin or Lord Bruce.  We 
have heard Lord Elgin project his voice 
strongly in song, such as in the huge white 
tent during the 700th anniversary of King 
Robert’s coronation celebration in 2006, but 
those times are all too rare for us from the 
States.  So, on those precious occasions when 
he shares a story, well, you had better listen 
carefully.  Here are a few of those times: 

In 1991, during our first visit to Broomhall, 
Andrew Douglas Alexander Thomas Bruce, 
the 11th Lord Elgin and 15th Earl of Kincardine, 
described the difficulty of reading while 
traveling during back to Scotland from his 
duties in London.  He studied aboard a train 
“blacked-out” against the hazard of German 
aircraft during the blitz.  Pertaining to a much 
colder war, he also showed us a painting 
presented to him by the Bruces isolated in 
Russia until the then-recent fall of the Iron 
Curtain.  Those long separated Bruces had 
been recruited as military advisors to the Czar 
but had not forgotten their family ties.  Over 
the decades it has become quite evident 
that Lord Elgin does not want us to forget 
ours.  In 1984 he sanctioned the predecessor 
organization which evolved into the Family of 
Bruce International, with the mission “to 
create and promote kinship amongst its 
family members and to encourage interest in 
the Family of Bruce and its history.” 

During our 2006 coach ride back to 
Broomhall after visiting Drum and Crathes 
castles, Lord Elgin briefly reminisced regarding 
his hospitalization and treatment for his war 
wounds.  We were utterly quiet, of course, 
none of us ever having been gutsy enough to 
ask of such things.  Perhaps to cheer us, he 
described being borne on a gurney pushed  

 

 

by Boy Scouts. They thrust the gurney against 
a door they believed to be unlocked.  It 
wasn’t.  Lord Elgin was dumped onto the 
floor.  “Those British boys learned some new 
Scottish words that day!”   (For a full 
description please see The Blue Lion, Volume 
20, Issue 2 for May 2014, page 6: Confused 
Soldiering, by Lieutenant Lord Bruce, 3rd Tank 
Battalion, Scots Guards.  Excerpt: “It was only 
then that I saw why my right leg had been of 
no help.  From the knee down . . ”) 

In 2014, Lord Elgin gathered us into the 
circular Chapter House of Inchcolm Abbey 
and began to speak.  It was there, he said, in 
that Abbey, that the first comprehensive 
history of Scotland was written.   

 
Abbot Walter Bower helped collect the 

ransom for King James I of Scotland from 
England in 1424 and participated in the 1432 
Council of Perth in the defense of Scottish 
rights.  Urged on by his own Scottish patriotism 
and by neighbor Sir David Stewart, the eldest 
son of the second marriage of King Robert II 
of Scotland, Abbot Bower spent his later years 
expanding and completing the 
Scotichronicon.  The unabridged work 
consists of sixteen volumes and ends with the 
death of James I.  To paraphrase Walter 
Cronkite, “We were there” – transported over 
the centuries by Lord Elgin’s words and to  

 



 
The Blue Lion – May 2015 

Page 8 of 16 

 Lord Elgin Relates (continued) 

 
Inchcolm Abbey by his chartered vessel, the 
Maid of the Forth. 

While returning from Inchcolm Island, Lord 
Elgin took the ship’s microphone and 
described several things not so commonly 
considered by American, Australian, and 
Canadian Bruces, including the methods and 
related expenses required to stabilize the 
Forth shore along Charleston and Limekiln.   

 
He described family fortunes earned and 

lost and earned again in coal and lime and 
commerce.  He then pointed out the burial 
site of his grandfather, Victor Alexander 
Bruce, 9th Earl of Elgin and 13th of Kincardine.  
The grave is in the Rosyth Old Parish 
Churchyard on the Fife shore of the Firth of 
Forth, just to the west of the naval base and 
accessible through Limekilns. We could see 
the ruined walls of the small church.  Our 
Chief has the gate key.   

 

Rosyth Old Parish Churchyard 

In 2003, Lord Elgin described the 9th Earl’s 
decision, as Governor General of India, 
regarding funds distribution: [crudely 
paraphrased by the author] “No, we shall not 

 
 

just pass out the funds. The heads of the 
families will work on improving infrastructure. 
They shall be paid for their work, and they 
shall support their families’ needs.  This will 
provide for all the people, reinforce the 
families and society, and produce 
transportation, power distribution, and the 
other infrastructure needs of national 
progress.”  Not mentioned at any time within 
my hearing by Lord Elgin about his 
grandfather, but nevertheless significant: the 
ambitious young Winston Churchill was 
posted in the Colonial Office, House of 
Commons under the 9th Earl’s oversight from 
his Colonial Secretary position in the House of 
Lords.  The thinking of the Liberal Party’s 
leadership was that “Lord Elgin can manage 
Winston!”   On one occasion, Churchill sent a 
lengthy report including analysis and 
recommendations to the 9th Earl.  Several 
pages had Winston’s effusive personal notes 
on the margin, including a closing “These are 
my views.”  The 9th Earl’s response was, “But 
not mine.”   

As we returned from the Ceres games in 
2014, most of us so fatigued that we were 
asleep in the coach, Polly looked toward 
Broomhall and called out, “Forget getting in 
your cars!  Here he comes!”  The Chief had 
seen the coach arriving and was walking out 
to greet us.  He seized the moment and 
spoke on a wide range of topics for about a 
half-hour outside as we gathered around him, 
from the Bruces’ buying out the former main 
road between Broomhall and the Forth three 
hundred years ago to Bronze Age artifacts 
found on the grounds to an unknowing 
photographer referring to the King as a “wee 
man with a beard”, and then led us into the 
library.  Lord Elgin described the Scottish 
winter use of a library: cold rain outside, time 
to read inside.   

Lord Elgin related the “most extraordinary 
stories” of James Bruce’s African expeditions 
and his search for the source of the Nile. 
James did find the source for the Blue Nile 
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Lord Elgin Relates (continued) 

 

and celebrated by drinking the water from a 
cup fashioned from a rhinoceros horn.  James 
had shot the rhinoceros earlier in the 
expedition.  While on the topic of overseas 
travel, Lord Elgin shared his mother’s pre-
departure medical reminder: “Do you have 
your starters and stoppers?” 

Lord Elgin described visiting Santiago, 
Chile some years ago and being given a 
vase (displayed in the library) made by the 
original inhabitants, and then having lunch in 
the Navy Club.  Near the Club after lunch, 
Lord Elgin noticed a sculpture; “Why do you 
have a statue of my great-great-
grandfather?”  Amazed response, “Are you a 
descendent of Admiral Cochrane?”  
Santiago headlines the next day: 
“Descendent of Admiral Cochrane visits!”  
(Cochrane, after distinguished service in the 
British Navy, had organized and lead the 
rebel navies of Chile and Brazil, and indirectly 
supported Peru, during those nations’ wars of 
independence.)  Lord Elgin’s sudden 
notoriety was not because of Robert the 
Bruce or the House of Lords or the Elgin 
Marbles or his WWII combat or lifetime 
friendship with Her Majesty the Queen, but 
because of his family relationship with the 
inspiration for C. S. Forester’s Horatio 
Hornblower.   We from the United States also 
know of Admiral Cochrane’s connection to 
the Star Spangled Banner: he provided the 
paper to Francis Scott Key on which the 
words which became the lyrics of our 
national anthem were composed.  Key was 
being held on Cochrane’s HMS Tonnant 
during the Battle of Baltimore.  We saw the 
bronze bust of Thomas Cochrane on our tour 
of Culross.   

One of the Broomhall library portraits is of 
Colonel Erskine who was related to the Bruces 
on his mother’s side.  Colonel Erskine lost a leg 
in service, returned to duty, and was killed in 
combat in Africa in 1802.  His body was  

 

 
 
 

buried in the sand.  Colonel Erskine’s skeleton 
was rediscovered in 1894 by some workmen 
digging a foundation, identified by having 
one leg and by a locket found lying on the 
breastbone.   His remains were reburied with 
full honors.   

Lord Elgin described Edward Bruce’s 
attempt to bring freedom to Ireland, the 
current condition of his grave site, and the 
need for a greater monument to the lifetime 
of steadfast support and sacrifice of Robert’s 
brother.   

Lord Elgin does not waste words.  
Everything he says adds to our understanding 
and appreciation of Bruce heritage.  
Reflecting back on those sessions, we always 
felt – and to this day feel – more accepted, 
more included as family members by our 
Chief.  There are other Scottish family and 
clan chiefs who, for whatever reason, seem 
to consider it beneath their dignity to 
associate with kin from outside Scotland, 
certainly to share stories which might – perish 
the thought – cause laughter.  Such exclusive 
‘dignity’ is the refuge of the pompous and 
the insecure.  No one could ever consider our 
Lord Elgin of being either.   

As we were leaving Broomhall, no doubt 
some of us for the last time, the ever-
considerate Lord and Lady Elgin shook hands 
and spoke personally with each person and 
video recorded a message for Rex and 
Norma Bruce who were not able to travel to 
Scotland. 

 

 
  John W. Tilford 
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  Ceiling in the Chapter House in Inchcolm Abbey 
 

 
Plaque describing the use of the Chapter 

House 
 

 
The seats of the Abbot, Prior, and Sub-prior in the 
Chapter House.   Others sat on benches around 

the walls 

 
 
 

 
Door way in/out of Chapter House 

 

 
Interior hallway in Inchcolm Abbey 

 
 

Inchcolm pictures 
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Tributes & Recognition 
   

Ashton Burruss Cousins 
Ashton Burruss Cousins was born on February 
3, 2015 to the proud Family of Bruce 
International members Jay and Karen Burruss-
Cousins.   Ashton  weighed 8lbs & 7 oz. at 
birth.    His grandparents are Gerald (Virginia 
Commissioner) and Debbie Cousins and they 
couldn’t be prouder of their wee bairn! 

 

 
Ashton Burruss Cousins at 2 months old 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Theodore Edward Bruce 

Theodore Edward Bruce was born on 
September 9, 2014 to Samuel and Faith 
Bruce.  The proud grandfather is Charles 
(Chuck) F. Bruce, III, NE Commissioner.   The 
dad, Sam, is in the Army stationed in Kuwait 
as a helicopter mechanic.  
 
 

 
Theodore Edward Bruce

 

Flowers of the Forest 
 

Jeanne Thomas of Michigan – August 2014 
Marian Bruce of Virginia – October 2014 
Myron Bruce of Maryland – January 2004 

Mrs. Maurice F. Schulten (Sue Ann) 
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Membership Committee – 
Polly Bruce Tilford 

 
       The Family of Bruce International warmly 
welcomes new members who have recently 
joined!!!    
 

“Ceud Mile Failte” 
(One hundred Thousand Welcomes in Scots Gaelic) 

 

NEW MEMBERS: 
Arizona – Jimmie Dean 

Florida – Robert Bruce Walden II 

Michigan – Robert ‘Don’ Bruce 

Virginia – Richard Bruce Kempf 
 
NEW LIFE MEMBER: 

Australia – Simon D. G. Bruce 

California – Gayle Bruce 

Massachusetts – Philip Juels 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Request for Nominations for Officer 
Election at 2015 AGM!! 

 
The election for the Secretary, Treasurer,  

Operations Officer, and the At Large member of the 
Board of Directors of the Family of Bruce 
International will be held on Saturday, October 17, at 
the Annual General Meeting to be held at Stone 
Mountain Highland Games at 1pm.    

Per the Family of Bruce International By-laws, the 
Officer elections for the Secretary, Treasurer, and 
Operations Officer are held every two years on odd 
numbered calendar year; and the At Large member 
is held annually.      These officers shall be any 
Regular Member, male or female, born with the 
surname of Bruce or of one of its recognized septs.    

 
 

 
The by-laws define that all nominations are to 

be submitted to the Secretary by August 15. The 
Board of Directors will most likely make some 
nominations, however, all members are encouraged 
to participate in this process.   

Secretary –   The Secretary shall be a member, either 
Regular or Associate, male or female, in good 
standing. The Secretary shall keep and maintain 
the minutes of all meetings of the Board of 
Directors and general meetings. The Secretary 
shall maintain all records of the corporation 
including the bylaws of the corporation, 
membership rolls, attendance at the annual 
meeting and other functions as deemed 
appropriate by the Board of Directors, in the 
form and manner prescribed by the Board of 
Directors and shall conduct such other 
correspondence as may be required by the 
President and Board of Directors. The Secretary 
shall perform such duties as are ordinarily 
incumbent upon a Secretary.  

Treasurer –  The Treasurer shall be a member, either 
Regular or Associate, male or female, in good 
standing. The Treasurer shall keep records of all 
fees, dues and monies collected, invested and 
disbursed, of the corporation. The Treasurer shall 
prepare an annual financial statement for 
presentation at the annual meeting of the 
organization and generally perform such duties 
as are ordinarily incumbent upon a Treasurer.  

Operations Officer – The Operations Officer shall be a 
member, either Regular or Associate, male or 
female, in good standing. The Operations 
Officer shall oversee the attendance of the 
Family of Bruce International, Inc. at Scottish 
games and other such functions and shall serve 
as a liaison between the corporation and 
Commissioners of the Family of Bruce. 

At-Large member – election of the At-Large Member 
of the Board of Directors shall be conducted 
annually.   

 
 
 
Please submit nominations for the Secretary, 
Treasurer, Operations Officer, and At Large Board 
member  in writing to the Secretary no later than 
August 15, 2015.   Polly Bruce Tilford – Secretary,  5561 
Earl Young Rd.,  Bloomington, IN  47408 or 
polly@familyofbruce.org.    

Committee Updates 

FOBI Board appreciates all who have paid 
their 2015 annual dues!!  Thank you! 

 
2015 Annual Dues - $25 payable to FOBI by 

January 1, 2015.   Please mail to:   
 Polly Bruce Tilford,  

5561 Earl Young Rd., 
Bloomington, IN  47408 

 

IMPORTANT 
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Gifts and Merchandise 
  

Are you starting to think about gifts for your 
beloved Scottish family member or friend??   

Please see our inventory below!!! 
Also remember that memberships make 

great gifts!  
http://www.familyofbruce.org/merch.htm. 
You can order these items using the order 

form on the other side of page!!! 
 

BOOKS –  
Duncan A. Bruce is a well-known author on Scottish events 
and people.  
 

The Scottish 100 – Portraits of History’s Most Influential 
Scots.   Signed copy -  $19.00 ($17 + $2 shipping) 
The Great Scot – a novel of Robert the Bruce, 
Scotland’s Legendary Warrior King.  Signed copy - 
$27.00 ($25 + $2 shipping)  

 

The Elgins – 1766-1917 –  by Sydney Checkland.  Period 
history of the Earls of Elgin, their families, and Broomhall.    
$32.00 ($30 + $2 shipping) 
 

     
Epic Order of the Seven – by Jenny Cote 
Series of books for children through adult about Max, the 
Scottish Terrier and a French cat named Liz.  Order using 
the following website at  
 http://www.epicorderoftheseven.com/ In the Cart, type 
BRUCE in the Group Code.  25% at will be donated to the 
Family of Bruce International – payment processed through 
PayPal.   Due to new ordering process, please email 
ann@epicorderoftheseven.com to indicate you have 
placed an order for the Bruce Code…. Thanks! 

 
     $14.99  $14.99  $15.99 
 
 
 
 
 
DVD –  
The 700th Anniversary of The Enthronement of Robert 
Bruce.  The DVD contains footage of the events on 
Sunday, March 26, 2006.   You will hear the incredible music 
and an upfront view of the church service at St. John’s Kirk, 
and the Ceremony of Acclaim and events at Scone 
Palace.    The DVD is approx. two hours long. $21.00 ($20.00 
+ $1.00 shipping) 

 
 
Bruce Family History – DVD version. Family of Bruce Video 
was produced in 1974 by our Chief, the Earl of Elgin and 
Kincardine to mark the 700th anniversary of the birth of King 
Robert I.   This is a very fine exposition of the history of our 
Family, and should be in the collection of every Bruce.    
$21.00 ($20 + $1 shipping)  
Also available as a VHS video for $10.00    
SHIRTS –  
Green Bruce T-shirt with quote from the Declaration of 
Arbroath on the back.  Sizes Small to 3XL – $18.00 ($15 + 
$3 shipping) 

   
                    Front                                Back 
   
Bannockburn 700th T-shirt  

 
                                             Back of Shirt 

 
OTHER ITEMS –  
         Tote Bag –  $21 ($18 +$3 shipping) Cap - $18 ($15+$3 shipping) 

       
        Forest Green                    Black or Forest Green 

                      Bruce Only        Bruce or Scotland 
               Deep side & inside pocket          

Embroidered American and St. Andrews Flags 
 

Bruce Badges/Pin –  
 

Original Round Badge - $3.00 
 

 
$5.00 

 

 

Great for all aged Kids 

T-Shirts with the new 
Bruce Badge screen 
printed on the front and 
the new Bannockburn 
design on the back) 
Black 
Sizes – Small – XX-Large.   

$23.00 ($20 + $3 shipping) 

New 

New  
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Merchandise order form 
 
 

 
 

 Family of Bruce International USA – Merchandise Order Form 
 
Name:    
Address: 

ITEM QTY SIZE (if 
applicable) 

COLOR  
(if applicable) 

PRICE EACH SHIPPING 
EACH 

TOTAL EACH 
ITEM 

 
Green Arbroath T Shirt 
Sizes available    S – M – L – 
XL – XXL - XXXL 

Please separately list  
quantity and sizes 

   
Green 

 
$15.00 

 
$3.00 

 

700th Bannockburn T-Shirt 
Sizes available    S – M – L – 
XL – XXL 

   
Black 

 
$20.00 

 
$3.00 

 

Tote Bag in Green with 
embroidered American & St. 
Andrews Flags and BRUCE 

  
n/a 

 
Green 

 
$15.00 

 
$3.00 

 

Knitted Cap with 
embroidered American & St. 
Andrews Flags and a choice of 
BRUCE or SCOTLAND 

  
Chose 

BRUCE or 
SCOTLAND 

 
Black or Forest 

Green 

 
$15.00 

 
$3.00 

 

Books 
‐ The Scottish 100 
 

  
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
$17.00 

 
$2.00 

 

 
‐ The Great Scot 
 

  
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
$25.00 

 
$2.00 

 

 
‐ The Elgins   1766-1917 

 

  
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
$30.00 

 
$2.00 

 

 
‐ Epic Order of the Seven 

Series 
Great gift for children of 

all ages!!! 
 

      

 
DVD 
‐ Bruce Family History 

 

  
 

n/a 

 
 

n/a 

 
 
$20.00 DVD 
$10.00 VHS 

 
 
$1.00 

 

 
‐ 700th Anniversary of the 

Enthronement of Robert 
Bruce 

  
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
$20.00 

 
$1.00 

 

 
Bruce Badge/Pin 

Round 
New Rectangle 

    
 
$ 3.00 
$ 5.00 

 -  

 
 

      

        
TOTAL $ AMOUNT INCLUDING SHIPPING $           .00 
 

 
Merchandise can be ordered by sending this order form and a check payable to 

Family of Bruce International, Inc. to: 
 

Mrs. Polly Bruce Tilford 
5561 Earl Young Road 
Bloomington, IN  47408  

 

http://www.epicorderoftheseven.com/ In the Cart, type BRUCE in the Group Code.  25% at 
will be donated to the Family of Bruce International – payment processed through PayPal.   
Due to new ordering process, please email ann@epicorderoftheseven.com to indicate you 
have placed an order for the Bruce Code…. Thanks! 
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Commissioners 
 

Chief
 

The Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, KT, LLD, DLitt, DL, JP 
Broomhall, Dunfermline, Scotland 

Crest*:  A lion statant with tail extended Azure, armed and langued Gules. 
Arms*:  Or, a saltire and chief Gules, on a canton Argent a lion rampant Azure. 
Motto:  Fuimus – We have been. 

* The Crest and Arms belong to the Chief and can only be used by him.  Use of the Crest surrounded by a buckled belt is acceptable. 

Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors and Commissioners

 Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors 
President 

William P. Bruce, FSA Scot 
5556 27th Ave., So. 

Minneapolis, MN   55417-1934 
william@familyofbruce.org 

 

Vice President 
Don Bruce, FSA Scot 

1051 Eagle Ridge Trail 
Stillwater, MN   55082 

don@familyofbruce.org 

Secretary 
Polly Bruce Tilford 

5561 Earl Young Rd., 
Bloomington, IN  47408 

polly@familyofbruce.org  

Treasurer 
Robert James Bruce 

551 First Avenue 
Linthicum Heights, MD  21090-2754 
robertjamesbruce78@gmail.com 

Operations Officer 
Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot 

1495 Jones Rd 
Roswell, GA   30075 

deb@familyofbruce.org 

Past President Board Member 
John Carlisle, FSA Scot 
3833 Stockport Drive 

Plano, TX  75025 
johnwcarlisle@verizon.net 

At-Large Board Member 
 Steven E. Bruce 

5096 Whites Mill Dr. 
Gainesville, GA  30504 

topbruce@bellsouth.net 
 

High Commissioner Board Member 
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot 

83 Maxwehunt Rd  
Dahlonega, GA  30533 

brucefsascot@yahoo.com  

 

Family of Bruce Commissioners 

Lieutenant to the Chief 
Thomas Allen Bruce 
PO Box 924 
Holly Springs, GA  30142 
tabruce@windstream.net  
 

California 
Joel Bruce Crow 
13575 Santa Lucia Rd. 
Atascadero, CA   93422 
joel102506@yahoo.com  
 

Colorado  
Robert J. Bruce 
1652 Glencoe 
Denver, CO   80220 
92900hab@comcast.net  
 

Southeast 
Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot  
Roswell, GA 
deb@familyofbruce.org  
 

High Commissioner 
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot 
Dahlonega, GA    
 

Northeast 
Charles F. Bruce, III 
15 Clinton St 
Portland, Me 04104 
haleyboy1@gmail.com  
 

Texas 
John Carlisle, FSA Scot 
Plano, TX 
 

Australia Representative 
Christopher R. Bruce 
29 George St. 
Greenwich, Sidney, NSW 
Australia     2065 
debruis@bigpond.com  

At-Large 
Thomas Allen Bruce 
Holly Springs, GA 
 

Oklahoma 
MarLo Alexander 
113 N. W. Ramblewood Rd.. 
Bartlesville, OK  74003 
mcua1971@gmail.com  
 

Upper Mid-West 
William P. Bruce, FSA Scot 
Minneapolis, MN    
 

       Deputy Commissioner  
Don Bruce, FSA Scot 
Stillwater, MN   55082 
 

Virginia 
Gerald Cousins, Sr. 
144 Hazelwood Dr. 
Aylet, VA   23009 
4uskins57@gmail.com 
  
 

The role of Commissioner is not directly affiliated with Family of Bruce International.  It is a designation as a 
 representative of the Name of Bruce as authorized by the Chief or under his delegated authority. 

Family of Bruce International is a non-profit organization established to create and promote kinship amongst its family members and to encourage 
interest in the Family of Bruce and its history.   Membership is open to persons interested in their Scottish heritage and especially those who qualify 
by surname, by descent, or by recognized septs:   Carlisle, Carruthers, Crosby, Randolph, and Stenhouse.  It is the only such organization 
recognized by the hereditary chief of the Name of Bruce, The Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine.   
 
Mission Statement:    “To promote, honor, and preserve our Scottish and Bruce heritage by sponsoring activities, events, scholarships, and continual 
communication through the E-Magazine and website.  We will therefore, provide educational information, tributes to our history and ancestors, and 
thereby attract Bruces and Septs into the enjoyment and celebration of our familial relationships. 

Chief’s Personal Representative and Honorary Member - Duncan A. Bruce, FSA Scot 

Editor The
 Blue Lion – Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot 

Webmaster – Thomas B. Bruce 
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Memories of the Inchcolm Island trip on the Maid of the Forth Ferry….. 
 

                

           

 
Enjoying a family moment  Good Bye to Inchcolm      Relaxing on Deck 

Pictures to the left are of 
the entrance and interior 
of tunnels used in WWI and 
WWII when Inchcolm 
Island was used as a 
defensive site in the Firth of 
Forth to protect Scotland 

Left:   
Maid of the 
Forth 

 
Middle:   

Looking from 
the inside out 

 
Right:   

Abbey 
Hallway 


