
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 VOL. 20    ISSUE 2                                             An E-MAGAZINE published for and by                            MAY  2014 
THE FAMILY OF BRUCE INTERNATIONAL, INC. USA.         

“Now's the day, and now's the hour” 
From “Scots Wae Hae  “- by Robert Burns as he imagined Robert the Bruce addressing his troops at Bannockburn 

Preparing for Bannockburn 
This episode concludes the articles “Preparing for Bannockburn” (see list below) which documented the political and cultural 

events that led up to the outcomes in Scotland during the reign of Robert I – King of Scots.    
The title of Episode X is “Final Event Plans to Celebrate the 700th Anniversary of Bannockburn”, however, first there will be a recap 

of the other episodes!  
The Bruces originated from Normandy and traveled to England with William the Conqueror in 1066.   In 1124, When Prince David, 

the most powerful baron in England, and youngest son of Queen Margaret, went to Scotland to become King David I, he was 
accompanied by his companion-in-arms Robert de Brus - known as Robert the Cadet. King David conferred the strategic Lordship of 
Annandale upon Robert de Bruis.   In the continuing conflict between English and Scottish rulers, Bruis and his sons were torn between 
rival feudal loyalties and often were forced to choose between their lands in England and those in Scotland.  Increasingly, Scotland 
became the focus of this branch of the Bruce family, and Robert, fourth Lord of Annandale, cemented ties to the royal family by 
marrying Isobel, a niece of King William the Lion.    It was through this marriage that the Bruce family gained its claim to the Scottish 
throne.   Robert the Bruce was the seventh Lord of Annandale, and in addition to a claim to the Scottish throne, Robert the Bruce’s 
mother was the Countess of Carrick with ancestral ties to Celtic nobility.    

The Balliol and Comyn families were King Edward I supporters and fierce competitors for the Throne of the Kingdom of Scotland.    
When John Balliol, King of Scots, was removed from the throne by King Edward there were many devastating attacks on Scotland.    
By 1305 after much overwhelming military might, King Edward begins to define Scotland as his latest ‘territory’ rather than a separate 
kingdom.    Robert Bruce, the future King of Scots, had much authority at this time.    He and John Comyn, who were both in 
contention for the crown, met at Greyfriers Kirk to discuss the current events…. They argued and John Comyn was mortally slain.    
Robert, was then crowned in March 1306 at Scone Palace as King of Scots, Robert the Bruce.    

Between the years of 1306 and 1313, there was much warring and bloodshed.    King Robert, was able to out-wit and out-
maneuver the military might of the now King Edward II, the son of King Edward I.   Much of the details of the events between this time 
can be read in Episodes III – VI listed below.    

The Battle of Bannockburn, the 700th Anniversary which will be celebrated in June 2014, took place on June 23-24, 1314.    King 
Robert’s superior strategic and tactical planning abilities enabled him and his army to succeed and win this significant battle which 
was a disastrous failure for Edward II.    

After Bannockburn, there were still years of warring.   In 1320, a letter to the Pope called the Declaration of Arbroath, signed by 8 
earls and 45 barons asked for the Pope’s dispassionate intervention in the bloody quarrel between the Scots and the English.    In 1323, 
when a 13 year truce was signed, the Pope acknowledged King Robert as King of Scots.   However, real peace did not occur until 
October 1328 when the Treaty of Edinburgh was signed.    

Robert I, King of Scots, died on June 7, 1329 knowing he had finally succeeded in bringing peace between Scotland and 
England.     

The Episodes in past Blue Lion issues “Preparing for Bannockburn” by Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot are as follows. 
I. The Bruces and Scotland  (1120-1295) – February 2012  
II. Events Leading up to the Wars of Scottish Independence 

(1296 – 1306)  
III. Supporters of Scotland and Robert the Bruce (1306) – August 

2012  
IV. The Battles and Events before Bannockburn (1306 – 1313)    –  

November 2012  
V. Edward Bruce Makes an Agreement (1313) – May 2013  

VI. Preparing for Battle (1313 – June 1314)  May 2013 
VII. The Battle (June 1314) – August 2013  
VIII. Finally… Acknowledgement & the Declaration of Arbroath  

(1314 – 1320)  - November 2013  
IX. The “Peace” in a Courageous Era (1320  – 1329) – February 2014 
X. Final Event Plans to Celebrate the 700th Anniversary of 

Bannockburn – May 2014 

Reference Sources: 
Barrow, G. W. S. – Robert Bruce and the Community of the Realm of Scotland, Edinburgh University Press. 

McNamee, Colm – Robert Bruce Our most Valiant Prince, King and Lord, published by Birlinn Limited 2006. 

Bruce, Andrew, Lord Elgin, 11th Earl of Elgin and 15th Earl of Kincardine – The Bruce – Robert King of Scots, a Personal View, published by Masonic Publishing Co. 2006 – Glasgow 

Bruce, William, MA, FSA Scot – Summary in the August 2011 Blue Lion, The Battle of Bannockburn – The Basic 
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President’s Message 
 
Dear Family — 

There is no science which can explain it.  The 
many who have tried to explain it from the point 
of view of the social sciences have been found 
wanting.  I have tried and my efforts have failed.  
So, to what do I refer?  On my very first trip to 
Scotland I was almost overcome with a sense of 
how right it seemed to be there, that here was yet 
another place where I belonged.  Successive trips 
served to further validate that sense.  I had been 
born in the United States (Minnesota), and was 
several generations removed from any physical 
connection to Scotland, and yet somehow I knew 
that Scotland was a part of me and that I truly 
belonged there.  I suspect that many of you have 
had a similar experience.  The most compelling 
insight into this phenomena that I have 
encountered is this one from Stephen Lawhead…  

“--------------------not only are the past and 
present woven of the same thread, the past is 
neither dead nor distant; it continues to exert 
a genuine and potent force on both present 
and future, on all that is and is to come.   In 
these last days I have come to believe that 
we are none of us so estranged from our 
ancestral heritage that we no longer feel its 
age-old rhythm in the pulse and flow of the 
blood through our veins.  The lives of previous 
generations can be traced in the lines of our 
hands and the meditations of our hearts.   For 
we are not ourselves alone; we are all that 
has gone before” 

Stephen R. Lawhead – Quotation from his 
book “The Black Rood” page 482 

Lawhead, Stephen R. The Black Rood, Harper 
Collins:  New York, 2000 

Next month many of us from the United States 
and elsewhere will be traveling to Scotland at the 
invitation of our Chief, Lord Elgin, to join him in the 
celebration of the victory of the Scots over the 
English at Bannockburn, and in the other activities 
he has planned for us.  I am excited.  I am starting 
to think about how I will pack.  I am looking 
forward to again experiencing that wonderful 
sense of being “home again”. 

 Phyllis and I will be traveling to Scotland via 
Iceland Air – Minneapolis to Reykjavik to Glasgow 
– and then on to Dunfermline.  We will be traveling  

 

 
 
 

with FOBII VP Don Bruce and his wife Kathy.  We 
have our hotel reservations made and car rental 
& other arrangements are in process.  I will be 
happy to let Don do the driving.  We will be 
staying in Scotland long enough to spend some 
time with friends, travel across the country, and 
make special visits in Oban and on Skye.  I would 
be very interested in hearing your plans.  Drop me 
an e-mail and let me know what you intend to be 
doing in addition to the group plans. 

We are also looking forward, as we always 
do, to spending time with our FOBII family at Stone 
Mountain in October, where our family annual 
meeting takes place.  Make your plans now to be 
with us and to hear in person about our 
experiences in Scotland this summer and also 
some of the exciting plans in store for the future of 
FOBII.  If you have not previously been to the 
SMHG and our annual meeting, find the SMHG 
web site on the internet and also send me, or any 
other board member, an e-mail for advice about 
how to manage a visit.  Your presence will be 
more than welcome. 

The photo accompanying this letter was 
taken in April at the Minnesota Sheltie Rescue 
Reunion.  I was the only kilted person there, but 
the shelties were the real focus of attention.  A 
great Scottish breed of dogs in a good Scottish 
family - what could be more appropriate.  The 
MNSR will be joining us once again this year at the 
Minnesota Scottish Fair & Highland Games in July, 
just a few days following our return from Scotland. 
 

Blessings on you all,  
William 

 

 

William and 
Phyllis Bruce 
with Ceilidh 
and Robby. 
 
Photo by Jesse’s 
Photography 
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2014 Events 
  

Here’s the list of upcoming Highland 
Games and Festivals in 2014 for a Bruce 

presence.   Please let us know of any 
games in your area you suggest for 

consideration. 
 
CALIFORNIA –  
May 24-25 – Scottish Fest (Formerly Scots Fest) - Orange 

County Fair and Event Center – Julie Goldsworth  
http://www.scottishfest.com/  

 

August 2-3 – Monterey Scottish Games and Celtic 
Festival – Joel Bruce Crow & Gayle Bruce 
http://www.montereyscotgames.com/index.php 
tentative 

August 30-31  – Pleasanton Games – Alameda County 
Fairgrounds – Joel Bruce Crow & Gayle Bruce 
http://www.thescottishgames.com/  

September 27 – Dixon Scottish Games – Joel Bruce 
Crow & Gayle Bruce– http://www.scotsindixon.org/– 
tentative 

October 10-12 – Seaside Highland Games – Julie 
Goldsworth – Ventura County  www.seaside-
games.com/  

 
CANADA – Reid Fisher –  
August 30 – Calgary Highland Games – Springbank 

Park, Calgary  
http://calgaryhighlandgames.org/about  

August 31 – Canmore Highland Games, Centennial 
Park, Canmore, AB  
http://www.canmorehighlandgames.ca/  

 
COLORADO – Richard Bruce & Robert Bruce –  
August 9-10 – Colorado Scottish Festival –   
     Highland Heritage Park in Highlands Ranch 

www.scottishgames.org/  
September 4-7  – Longs Peak Scottish/Irish Highland 

Festival – Estes Park www.scotfest.com  
 
GEORGIA – Deb Bruce Gottlieb & Steve Bruce 
October 17-19 – Stone Mountain Highland Games 

www.smhg.org – Annual Meeting – 1pm and Annual 
Dinner at 6pm on Saturday!!   

 
INDIANA – Polly Bruce Tilford 
September 13-14  – Columbus Highland Games, 

Columbus www.scottishfestival.org  
 
KENTUCKY – Polly Bruce Tilford  
May 30-June 1 –  Glasgow Highland Games, Glasgow 

www.glasgowhighlandgames.com   
 
 
 

 
 
 
MAINE – Charles F. Bruce III   
August 16 –  Maine Highland Games, Topsham 
Fairgrounds  www.mainehighlandgames.org  -  
Family of Bruce is the honored clan!!!! 
 
MINNESOTA – William Bruce and Don Bruce 
July 12 – Minnesota Scottish Fair & Highland Games, 

Faithful Childhood Catholic School, Eagan 
www.mnscottishfair.org 

 
NEW YORK –Nick Carrado (to be confirmed) 
August 9 – Central New York Scottish Games 

www.cnyscottishgames.org/CNY_Scottish_Games/W
elcome.html  

 
OKLAHOMA – MarLo Alexander 
September 19-21 – Oklahoma Scottish Games & 

Gathering, Tulsa www.tulsascottishgames.org 
 
OHIO –  
June 26-28 – Ohio Scottish Games –  Kenneth Swank   

Lorain County Fairgrounds, Wellington, OH   
http://www.ohioscottishgames.com/  (to be 
confirmed) 

 
VIRGINIA – Gerald Cousins   
October 25-26 –  Central Virginia Highland Games and 

Celtic Festival – Richmond Raceway Complex, VA - 
http://vacelticfestival.com/  

 
WASHINGTON – Susan White 
July 12-13 –  Skagit Valley Highland Games – 

http://www.visitskagitvalley.com/upcoming-
events/summer/skagit-valley-highland-games/  

 
WISCONSIN –  William Bruce & Don Bruce 
August 29 -31 – Wisconsin Scottish Fair, (Waukesha Expo 

Center – Waukesha, Wisconsin) 
www.wisconsinscottish.org/  

 

 
2014 Scottish Games & Events  

 
Please let Deb Bruce Gottlieb know if you have 
any particular Scottish games or events you 
suggest a Family of Bruce International 
attendance.    
 

Contact:   deb@familyofbruce.org 
or mail at: 

1495 Jones Road 
Roswell, GA   30075 

 

Honored 
Clan!! 
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   2014 Scottish Games Held 
 

 
 
 

Scottish Games RMS Queen Mary 
Long Beach Feb 15th 2014 

 

 
 

 
Houston Highland Games 

Vizi Bruce Lange-Caldwell 
Houston Farm & Ranch Club 

 Houston Texas 
April 26-27 

 

 
 

Vizi and Sam Caldwell at the Bruce Tent!   Sam is 
wearing his Texas Bluebonnet Tartan Kilt 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 
 
 

 
Vizi presenting a trophy to a St Thomas Episcopal 

School Piper. 
 

 

L to R:  Jane Hutchins, Dave Hutton,  Vizi 
Caldwell and Gizmo the dog lining up for the 

procession of Family & Clans; the Bruces 
leading this year in deference to the 700 

Anniversary of Bannockburn. 

FOBI member 
Betsy Samson-
Andrews 
attended the 
Scottish Games 
on the RMS 
Queen Mary 
shown here with 
dear friend 
Everette Hoard  
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Tartan Day – Bloomington, In 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scotland – June 2014 
 
 

Traveling to Scotland in 2014 
 

For those who have expressed interest in 
traveling to Scotland in June 2014 for the 
700th anniversary events, details of the 
Bruce plans have now been sent to you 
via email and USPS.   If you have 
indicated your interest in attending these 
events but have not yet received 
information on it, please let Deb Bruce 
Gottlieb know as soon as possible at 
fobi@familyofbruce.org.     

 

 
 
Rex Bruce 
Scottish 
Country 
dancing with 
niece Carole 
Lettelleir 

 

Tartan Day – Bloomington, Indiana 
 
On April 5th, Tartan Day was celebrated at Bloomington, Indiana at the local College Mall.  There were 
Scottish Country dancers, Ceilidh dancing, bagpipers and a lot of information being supplied by 
Scottish Society of Greater Bloomington. 
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Honoring WWii  and D-Day  
 

Article Submitted by Sam Caldwell and 
originally printed in Scots Magazine… 

 
Normandy, 70 years ago 

June 6, 1944, dawn: 
The largest military flotilla ever assembled 
began landing Allied forces on Utah, Omaha, 
Juno, Gold, and Sword beaches. It was a 
bloody and costly assault, but the Allies 
managed to move inland, all along the front.  
  

Third Tank Battalion, Scots Guards 
 

July 22, 1944, Juno Beach, daybreak: 
A group of Third Battalion Tank Scots Guard 

officers anxiously watch for the approach of a 
battered, tank-carrying vessel. The bulk of the 3rd 
Battalion had come ashore the day before, but 
one Landing Ship, Tank, had failed to arrive. 

Missing is LST 413.  On 413’s initial weather- 
hampered voyage, eight Churchill tanks, the 
heaviest and best-armored tanks of the Allied 
forces, had snapped their chains and hammered 
the hull as the ship rolled. The task of chaining the 
Churchills back again was extremely dangerous, 
as there was every likelihood of men being 
crushed between the tanks. LST 413 was forced to 
return to GOSPORT. After intense labor, 413 set out 
again for Juno Beach. There was still a heavy sea 
running, but this time only the two rear tanks 
cause trouble.  

When the tankers of the Scots Guards come 
ashore at Juno Beach, they had been onboard 
for over 50 hours. Guardsmen who fought through 
the whole of the campaign maintain that their 
most exciting and dangerous experience was the 
crossing to Normandy. 

Scots Guards tankers will play an important 
role in the breakout of allied forces at Caumont, 
during Operation Bluecoat. Speaking later of the 
Caumont battle, the Commander of the 2nd 
Army, Lieutenant General Dempsey, described it 
as one of the most important engagements of the 
war. He stated that after the Caumont Breakout 
had occurred, a victorious end to the campaign 
was only a matter of time.  

 
 

 
 
July 30, 1944: Operation Bluecoat begins. 

The close-quarter actions of infantry, 
supported by armour in a hedgerow to hedgerow 
campaign, becomes a war of rapid movement.  
Duelling battles involve hundreds of British and 
German tanks. British and Allied victories lead to 
the Caumont Breakout and the near-annihilation 
of the German army at the Falaise Pocket by 
August 20. 

Lord Elgin’s account of his 
personal experience 

Confused Soldiering 
By Lieutenant Lord Bruce, 3rd Tank 

Battalion, Scots Guards 
My tank troop was the Thirteenth. The three 

tanks in the troop, all Churchills, were named after 
Scotland's main rivers: the Forth, the Tay and the 
Clyde. The name of my tank was Forth. Two had 
the 75-mm gun, and one had a six-pounder and 
special anti-tank ammunition. One tank per-
squadron was fitted with a short barrelled 25-
pounder field gun and all had 7.65 mm Besa 
machine guns. We in the Forth had a Bren gun 
with a hundred-round magazine for shooting at 
hostile aircraft. Also in the Forth, I had an old 
.22 single shot rifle in case I saw things like rabbits 
and hares or any other game to add to our diet. I 
shot one rabbit in an orchard, but we never had 
time to eat it, because things suddenly became 
busy.  

August 11, 1944: At dawn, Left Flank 3rd 
Battalion Scots Guards were set to support the 1st 
Welsh Guards in an attack on a feature north of 
the little village of Houssemagne, near Caumont. 
The early morning was misty, and our tanks sat in a 
hollow, waiting until the sun broke through. My 13 
Troop was to follow Lt. Charles Duffin. We had 
typical bocage country to cross, steep hedgerows 
with scraggy trees all concealing enemy posts. 
Our joint fire arrangement worked well and there 
was little holdup.  

Our objective in a field of standing corn was 
reached successfully. It was a commanding spot 
and comparatively screened from view. All 
around were open grass fields full of dead dairy 
cattle. 
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Honoring WWii  and D-Day (continued) 

 

My Squadron Leader, Major Fitzalan Howard, 
felt the Welsh Guards needed closer support and 
ordered my troop over an open field, towards a 
small wood sheltering German infantry. The 
approach was doubly awkward, not only from the 
open nature of the ground but also because no 
one quite knew how far the Welsh Guardsmen 
had advanced, so the usual hosing of hedgerows 
with Besa fire was deemed unwise.  

Speed seemed the best course. All went well 
until a scorching flame seared through the right 
side of the turret. I saw my wireless operator, 
Guardsman William McDougal Brand, had been 
cut down. I was crisped down the front and my 
right hand struck with splinters. The other three 
crew members were intact, although there was 
an anguished cry from my Gunner, Lt. Sergeant 
Jock Shedden. "Get oot, Sir, my arse is on fire!"  

All very well for his arse, I thought, but what 
about my head when I start out? Peering out, of 
enemy there was no sign. I put my right foot on a 
ledge to push myself up and nothing happened. 
No time to wait, so I hauled myself up with my 
arms and flopped over the turret onto the back of 
the tank. It was only then that I saw why my right 
leg had been of no help. From the knee down it 
was all smashed up, bones sticking out of the 
trouser leg.  

Again, no point waiting, so I slung my legs 
over the side, dropped down to the ground and 
wedged my back against the bogie wheels. 
Once the three other survivors had escaped from 
the tank, I held a conference. They agreed to get 
help. My driver, Lt. Sgt. Terry McGuire, leaned over 
and whipped my revolver out of its holster with the 
words, "Sir, where you're going, you won't need 
this," and disappeared. 

I bandaged my hand with a field dressing 
and, as I was wondering what to do about my leg 
from which there was serious bleeding, up came a 
Welsh guardsman. He was most solicitous and we 
talked for a while. I asked him if he had some cord 
so that I could put on a tourniquet.  

"No," he said, "but here is a field dressing." 
Soldiers only have one, so I refused. But he was 
adamant and thrust it at me and then he too 
disappeared. It was quite a long stretch to get at 
the wound. However, I did manage and twisted it 
all tightly round the leg and certainly seemed to  

 

 
 

stop a lot of bleeding. The leg was quite numb, 
without pain.  

The sun got hot and I stretched out watching 
little puff balls of cloud sail by. There were voices. I 
kept low and still. More time went by and I heard 
a tracked vehicle approach. In case it was 
German, I remained absolutely still. Next I heard a 
voice. It was Lt. David Bankes, and his words were 
my first obituary. Clear as a bell I heard, "Oh dear, 
there's poor Andrew. He was such a nice chap." 

It was time to assert one’s self, so I rolled over 
and suggested he take me back to the 
Regimental Aid post. To my horror, I saw a medical 
orderly riding on the tank and sure enough the first 
thing he told me was, "I've a chloroform ampule 
for you before we try to move you." I have always 
from childhood experience loathed chloroform 
and told him straight to put it away as I was in no 
pain. The brute paid no heed and crushed his 
ghastly ampule in my face.  

I came to, rather sick as a result of the 
chloroform, and found myself on a stretcher in the 
Regimental Aid Post with the Padre, Captain 
George Reid, looking at me in dismay.  

“That's a terrible leg you've got, Andrew," he 
said. I agreed because it was respectably true 
and he went on, "You'll like a cup of tea?" Like an 
idiot I said "Yes," and then another of my 
abominations from youth appeared, a little tea 
pot with a long curved spout. This was for one's 
mouth and, when the tea came up, your lips were 
scalded. In a little while, however, an ambulance 
came and my stretcher and I went aboard. The 
next ride was not all that exciting. After a while I 
was taken out and put in a tent. Here, two 
orderlies with scissors started to remove all my 
clothes. They seemed to me to have the same 
look in their eyes as had my tailor when he 
snipped coupons out of my ration book. They 
were skilled and ruthless until, as they neared my 
leg, they stopped.  

"Cor," said one, "Look at this tourniquet!"  
"Right mess," said the other, "I wonder oo put it 
there?"  

Wearily, I said "I did."  
"Did yer," said the first orderly, "Well next time, 

see's you put it nearer the wound!"  Meekly, I 
agreed. 

The next stage lasted all of 72 hours. I was 
later to find that my wounds had been dressed,  
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 Honoring WWii  and D-Day (continued) 

 
and right leg plastered to the hip. A drawing of 
what was underneath was sketched on the 
outside. A squiggly line and some words were 
written upside down to my line of sight, which 
made them difficult to read. I have no doubt that 
the excellence of the medical aid I then received 
saved my leg and life, and I’m only so sorry not be 
able to recall much of the treatment.  

 However, by August 14, I had reached a 
tented main hospital (121st British General 
Hospital). There were wounded from many other 
countries, no doubt including Germans, and a lot 
of Canadians, whose nursing staff were 
exceptionally glamorous. A splendid nurse looking 
after me said, "They know nothing about real 
nursing!"  

She agreed to write a letter home for me 
since my bandaged hand made writing all but 
impossible. When the letter was finished and the 
envelope addressed, she bent down and 
whispered in my ear. "Is Lady Veronica Bruce your 
aunt?" I agreed at once and then to my 
astonishment she went on: "She and I went to the 
last war together."  

I said, without really thinking, "You must be 
over 60?"  

"Yes," she said, "but don't tell anybody or 
they'll send me home."  

It seems that she had put on her Red Cross 
Voluntary Aid Detachment uniform, walked down 
to the pier at Southampton where wounded were 
being disembarked, gone on board and sailed for 
France, no questions! Then she hopped on an 
ambulance going back to a base hospital.  

She did much to help me calm down and 
even got me a mirror to puzzle out the words 
written on my leg. They were not propitious; they 
read:  WILL REQUIRE AMPUTATION LATER. 

The 19th of August dawned for the great 
move back to Britain, and clad in my leg plaster 
(only) and clutching my little cotton bag of 
personal belongings, I was stretchered into an 
ambulance. My other passenger walked in on his 
own. His only uniform was a huge chest plaster 
cast. We must have made a curious pair.  

After some driving the ambulance stopped 
and one could hear voices outside. My friend got 
up, opened the door and walked out-- straight 
into the heart of a market place. Screams 
everywhere arose and a little later, the driver  

 
 

wheedled him back inside and we drove off, this 
time stopping at a beach, the sea side! Sailors, 
with their bell bottoms rolled, came and took my 
stretcher and walked out over the beach, through 
the water and into a converted tank landing 
craft.  

I was placed on a rack with similar stretcher 
casualties above and below. When all was full, off 
we went, this crossing of the Channel far calmer 
than my last when I had been terribly seasick. 
Some time into the journey, very doped and 
comatose, with the smell of diesel and lack of 
fresh air, I remember a sailor coming close and 
asking something. I thought he wanted to know if I 
would like a cup of tea. Actually, I think he asked 
if I was British, and befuddled, I said "No," thinking 
of the awful scorching tea spout.  

Time passed and then we docked. The doors 
opened to fresh air and sunshine -- bliss! Soldiers 
came for the stretchers one by one. My unknown 
colleagues departed but I remained untouched. 
Finally, two bearers came for me and I was jerked 
out and onto dry land. In the lovely sunshine, I saw 
a fleet of glossy ambulances, but they were 
apparently not for me. I was borne elsewhere. I 
squinted past the leading soldier and saw barbed 
wire fencing ahead. The other bearer wore 
Corporal's stripes. I managed to say, "Where are 
you taking me, Corporal?"  

"None of your business," came a surly reply. 
Like hell, I thought, and raising my voice to parade 
level said, "In my regiment, Corporal, when you 
speak to an Officer you say “’Sir!’” Now, where 
are you taking me?"  

The bearers dropped the stretcher as they 
came to proper British Army attention. I suggested 
they find an officer. They went away for a bit and 
brought back a fairly limp specimen.  

"Oh dear," he said, "We've made a balls up. 
We thought you were a German Prisoner of War. 
Now, the Officers' ambulances have gone. Do 
you mind travelling with Warrant Officers?"  

"Not at all." The bearers then took the strain of 
the stretcher and off I went towards the last of the 
shiny ambulances. I was hot, my leg stank and I 
was not over-impressed by life in England. 
However, my stretcher went onto the floor of the 
ambulance and, on looking up, I saw several WOs 
and senior NCOs all in full uniform and, as far as I 
could see, not a scratch between them.  
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Honoring WWii  and D-Day (continued) 

 
An RSM looked down at me and opined, 

"Wot a pong!" Some greeting, I thought, and 
replied, "Sgt. Major, if you were talking to me in my 
Regiment you would have said, “Sir.’" A look of 
horror crossed his eyes and he and the other chap 
fell into a sheepish silence. 

Eventually we reached our destination. Doors 
opened and my stretcher was put on a wheeled 
dolly. Off I went down a dark passage at the end 
of which several soldiers sat.  

"Next of kin?" said the first.  
"The Earl of Elgin and Kincardine," I piped out. 

To my astonishment, I saw him tap his temple with 
his forefinger and then point along a corridor. Off 
they took me, and soon we came to a huge ward 
full of beds. Into the one nearest the passage I 
was put. There was a box cupboard by the bed 
and in this I safely stowed my precious cotton 
bag. A nurse came and brought screens and hot 
water, soap and a sponge for a bed bath; how 
marvelous I felt when all was over. Then she 
plonked the sponge down on my navel and said, 
"Now finish yourself off!"  

I did the best I could with one hand, in spite of 
protruding plaster. Then, bliss, a tray of food 
appeared and I was sat up. Gorgeous, but 
curiously there was nothing to eat with, so I asked 
my nurse for a knife, fork and spoon.  

"Oh," she said, "you shall have them, but Sister 
will not be pleased!" Kindly soul, she soon came 
back with cutlery and, just as she handed them 
over, the Sister, who obviously had eyes like a Drill 
Sergeant, shouted across the ward, "Nurse, what 
are you doing with that knife, fork and spoon?" In 
a trice she was beside the bed, demanding, 
"Where are your knife, fork and spoon?"  

I leaned over and picked up my little cotton 
bag. "This is all I have." 

 "Don't be impertinent," came her riposte, but 
I was left with the eating irons, although 
somewhat bemused.   

Later, waiting for sleep, I pondered on the 
day. In France I had been a casualty regardless of 
rank; later, by mistake I had become a Nazi 
Prisoner of War, then an unknown RSM had told 
me I ponged. Later, an orderly had tapped his 
temple in disbelief at my next of kin. 

And, in the end, a Nursing Sister branded me 
impertinent. Perhaps I would have been better off  

 
 

to have stayed in France in a tent with my Aunt 
Veronica's friend.  

I slept uneasily. After breakfast and still a bit 
woozy, I realized there were two people standing 
at the foot of my bed. One was the Sister. The 
other was a tall lady, not in army uniform. The lady 
said to the Sister, "Who is this enlisted man?"  

Sister replied, "A very confused soldier, Your 
Grace."  

I perked up at this and sure enough, there 
stood one of my mother's oldest friends, Maud, 
Duchess of Wellington.  

I thought, here goes, and piped out "Good 
Morning, Aunt Maudie."   

"Andrew! Why are you here?" she asked.  
"I was in France and was wounded."  
"Yes, but does your mother know?"  
"No, I don't think so."  
Her Grace then turned on the Sister. "This 

confused soldier," she said, "is Lord Bruce, son of 
one of my oldest friends, the Countess of Elgin.” 
She turned to me. “Andrew—why are you not in 
the Officers Hospital?”  

 “Aunt Maudie, I’m afraid it’s a bit too 
complex to explain right now.” 

 

 
Lady Victoria Elgin, grandson Benedict, and Lord 

Andrew Elgin in the Bruce Family tent at The Gathering 
in Edinburgh 2009. 

In the background is a portrait of King Robert the Bruce 
as painted by Sam Caldwell
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Tributes and Recognition 

 

Flowers of the Forest

Benjamin F. Bruce, Jr. – Bloomington, IN 
 

 
 
 

Benjamin F. Bruce, Jr., 
passed away March 16, 
2014 at 93 ½ years old.  He 
was a member of Bruce 
International and the 
current Family of Bruce 
International, professor in 
the School of Health, 
Physical Education and 
Recreation (which included 
golf) at Indiana University, 
WWII veteran in the 
European campaign and 
he loved the Lord.  He is the 
father of Terri Bruce, brother 
of Rex Bruce, uncle of Polly 
Bruce Tilford, Nancy Bruce 
Deckard and Carole Ann 
Lettelleir, all FOBI members. 
 

Mrs. Ruth Parker – Great Bend, Kansas   
 
Ruth E. Beardsley Parker, age 86 years, 
of Great Bend, Kansas and formerly of 
New York, passed away on Sunday 
morning, December 1, 2013.   She 
became interested in genealogy and 
worked on her ancestry for over 35 
years. She traveled and enjoyed going 
to where her ancestors had lived. She 
belonged to many genealogical and 
historical societies, including the Family 
of Bruce International.   Survivors include 
her two sons, Donald T. Parker of 
Cincinnati, Ohio and David H. of Great 
Bend, Kansas.  Mrs. Parker generously 
bequeathed a donation to the Family of 
Bruce International  to be used for 
Charitable Operations .      
 

Colorado Bruces visit  
Indiana Bruces 

 Richard and Andrea Bruce from Colorado Springs gave a surprise visit to Rex and Norma Bruce 
in April.  While in Bloomington, Indiana, Richard and Andrea were introduced to morel 
mushrooms, Amish country and food and Rex’s Bruce room.  

 
 

Left to right:   Polly Bruce Tilford, Andrea Bruce, Rex Bruce, Norma Bruce, and Richard Bruce 
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Heraldry  
   

 
Heraldry at Bannockburn 

  

By Thomas Allen Bruce 
  

While attending the Bannockburn 
celebrations in June watch out for the 
ancient color and pageantry of Scots 
heraldry. Scotland has the best preserved 
armorial system in the world, with heraldry in 
many forms in daily use there. Look out for 
armorial bearings on buildings, atop gates, in 
cap badges, and in flag form. 

In Edinburgh do not miss a visit to St. Giles 
cathedral. In the cathedral proper you will 
see the banners of the members of the Most 
Ancient and Most Noble Order of the Thistle, 
and inside the Thistle Chapel, above each 
Companions seat, is a three dimensional 
version of his or her Crest. You can see the 
blue lion of our Chief, familiar to us all as a 
cap badge, proudly standing above his stall 
in the chapel. There is also a small metal 
version of Lord Elgin’s shield along with the 
Crest on the inside of the stall, along with the 
armorial bearings of former occupants. The 
Thistle Chapel, though small, is full of heraldry 
and fine woodcarving. 

With a prior appointment it is possible to 
arrange a visit to Lyon Court in Edinburgh 
where the massive volumes of the Lyon 
Register are housed, holding records of all 
armorial bearings devised in Scotland since 
1672.  

The armorial bearings of the many of the 
Chiefs of the Scottish Clans and Names have 
been in use for hundreds of years. As 
discussed in a previous article, heraldry was 
very much present at the Battle of 
Bannockburn in 1314, and much of the same 
heraldry is still in use today. Enjoy and 
appreciate the spectacle of heraldry while 
celebrating the long history of Scotland. 

 
 

 

Reaffirmation of Who We Are: 
 

The Family of Bruce International USA 
is a charitable organization incorporated 
in the State of Texas and operating under 
the 501(c)(3) tax code, is the means and 
the forum for all Bruces and related septs 
 

Sir Andrew Bruce – Lord Elgin 
37th hereditary Chief of the Name and 

Family of Bruce 
11th Earl of Elgin and 15th Earl of 

Kincardine, Knight of the Thistle, CD, 
DL, JP  

 
Our Chief’s Vision for us 

 
“To develop interest in the Family and its 
history, to create a spirit of kinship among 
its members, and to record with pride the 
accomplishments of the individual 
members of the Family for the next 1000 
years.”     
 

Our Mission 
Promote our Scottish and Bruce heritage 

through the sponsorship of 
activities, events and persons 
which honor that heritage. 

Acquire and preserve documents, 
photographs, and other materials 
which record our Bruce history. 

Educate our membership and all others 
who we may influence in regard 
to Bruce history. 

Identify and pay tribute (honor) to our 
Bruce ancestors and their 
compatriots. 

Attract and involve all those of our name, 
and those of our septs, in our 
mission. 
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Membership Committee – 
Polly Bruce Tilford 

 
       The Family of Bruce International warmly 
welcomes new members who have recently 
joined!!!    
 

“Ceud Mile Failte” 
(One hundred Thousand Welcomes in Scots Gaelic) 

 

NEW MEMBERS: 
Canada, Nanaimo BC – John Thomas Bruce 

Michigan – Patricia Curl Cuevas 

Texas - Patrick N. Zulka, Charles P. Zulka, & 
 Anne M. Zulka 
 

NEW LIFE MEMBER: 
California – Carol Bruce 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Request for Nominations for Officer 
Election at 2014 AGM!! 

 
The election for the President, Vice President, 

and the At Large member of the Board of Directors 
of the Family of Bruce International will be held on 
Saturday, October 18, at the Annual General 
Meeting to be held at Stone Mountain Highland 
Games at 1pm.    

Per the FOBI By-laws the Officer elections for the 
President and Vice President are held every two 
years on even numbered calendar year.      These 
officers shall be any Regular Member, male or 
female, born with the surname of Bruce or of one of 
its recognized septs.    

The by-laws define that all nominations are to 
be submitted to the Secretary by August 15. The 
Board of Directors will most likely make some 
nominations, however, all members are encouraged 
to participate in this process.   

 
 
 
President.    The President, as a representative of, and at 

the direction of, the hereditary Chief of the Name 
of Bruce, shall be any Regular Member, male or 
female, born with the surname of Bruce or of one 
of its recognized septs. The President shall serve as 
the executive officer of the organization, preside 
at all meetings of the general membership and of  
the Board of Directors, be an ex officio member of 
all committees, exercise general supervision over 
the affairs of the organization, and perform such 
other duties as are ordinarily incumbent upon a 
President. He or she, or his or her duly appointed 
representative, shall represent the organization in 
all relations with other organizations. He or she shall 
represent the organization in all relations with the 
hereditary Chief of the Name of Bruce, the Right 
Honourable The Earl of Elgin and Kincardine. The 
President shall have authority to appoint such 
other persons to assist him or her in whatever 
subordinate role as he or she sees fit and these 
appointees shall serve at the discretion of the 
President; however, these persons shall not be 
deemed to be officers of the organization. 

Vice President.    The Vice President, as a representative 
of, and at the direction of, the hereditary Chief of 
the Name of Bruce, shall be any Regular Member, 
male or female, born with the surname of Bruce or 
of one of its recognized septs. The Vice President 
shall act in the place and stead of the President at 
any meeting or function in which the President is 
not in attendance. In the event that the President 
is not able to complete his/her term of office, for 
whatever reason, the Vice President shall 
automatically assume that position for the 
remainder of the term of office. The Vice President 
shall perform such duties as are ordinarily 
incumbent upon Vice Presidents and such other 
duties as may be assigned by the President or 
Board of Directors. 

At-Large member  election of the At-Large Member of 
the Board of Directors shall be conducted 
annually.   

 
 
 
Please submit nominations for the President, Vice 
President, and At Large Board member  in writing to 
the Secretary no later than August 15, 2013.   Polly 
Bruce Tilford – Secretary,  5561 Earl Young Rd.,  
Bloomington, IN  47408 or polly@familyofbruce.org.    
 

The Deadline for input to the  
NEXT ISSUE IS  
July 15, 2014 

Committee Updates 

FOBI Board appreciates all who have paid 
their 2014 annual dues!!  Thank you! 

 
2014 Annual Dues - $25 payable to FOBI by 

January 1, 2014.   Please mail to:   
 Polly Bruce Tilford,  

5561 Earl Young Rd., 
Bloomington, IN  47408 

 

IMPORTANT 
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Gifts and Merchandise 
  

Are you starting to think about gifts for your 
beloved Scottish family member or friend??   

Please see our inventory below!!! 
Also remember that memberships make 

great gifts!  
http://www.familyofbruce.org/merch.htm. 
You can order these items using the order 

form on the other side of page!!! 
 

BOOKS –  
Duncan A. Bruce is a well-known author on Scottish events 
and people.  
 

The Scottish 100 – Portraits of History’s Most Influential 
Scots.   Signed copy -  $19.00 ($17 + $2 shipping) 
The Great Scot – a novel of Robert the Bruce, 
Scotland’s Legendary Warrior King.  Signed copy - 
$27.00 ($25 + $2 shipping)  

 

The Elgins – 1766-1917 –  by Sydney Checkland.  Period 
history of the Earls of Elgin, their families, and Broomhall.    
$32.00 ($30 + $2 shipping) 
 

     
Epic Order of the Seven – by Jenny Cote 
Series of books for children through adult about Max, the 
Scottish Terrier and a French cat named Liz.  Order using 
the following website at  
 http://www.epicorderoftheseven.com/ In the Cart, type 
BRUCE in the Group Code.  25% at will be donated to the 
Family of Bruce International – payment processed through 
PayPal.   Due to new ordering process, please email 
ann@epicorderoftheseven.com to indicate you have 
placed an order for the Bruce Code…. Thanks! 

 
     $14.99  $14.99  $15.99 
 
 
 
 
 
DVD –  
The 700th Anniversary of The Enthronement of Robert 
Bruce.  The DVD contains footage of the events on 
Sunday, March 26, 2006.   You will hear the incredible music 
and an upfront view of the church service at St. John’s Kirk, 
and the Ceremony of Acclaim and events at Scone 
Palace.    The DVD is approx. two hours long. $21.00 ($20.00 
+ $1.00 shipping) 

 
 
Bruce Family History – DVD version. Family of Bruce Video 
was produced in 1974 by our Chief, the Earl of Elgin and 
Kincardine to mark the 700th anniversary of the birth of King 
Robert I.   This is a very fine exposition of the history of our 
Family, and should be in the collection of every Bruce.    
$21.00 ($20 + $1 shipping)  
Also available as a VHS video for $10.00    
SHIRTS –  
Green Bruce T-shirt with quote from the Declaration of 
Arbroath on the back.  Sizes Small to 3XL – $18.00 ($15 + 
$3 shipping) 

   
                    Front                                Back 
   
Bannockburn 700th T-shirt  

 
                                             Back of Shirt 

 
OTHER ITEMS –  
         Tote Bag –  $21 ($18 +$3 shipping) Cap - $18 ($15+$3 shipping) 

       
        Forest Green                    Black or Forest Green 

                      Bruce Only        Bruce or Scotland 
               Deep side & inside pocket          

Embroidered American and St. Andrews Flags 
 

Bruce Badges/Pin –  
 

Original Round Badge - $3.00 
 

 
$5.00 

 

Great for all aged Kids 

T-Shirts with the new 
Bruce Badge screen 
printed on the front 
and the new 
Bannockburn design 
on the back) Black 

Sizes – Small – XX-
Large.   $23.00 ($20 + 

$3 shipping) 

New 

New  
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Merchandise order form 
 
 

 
 

 Family of Bruce International USA – Merchandise Order Form 
 
Name:    
Address: 

ITEM QTY SIZE (if 
applicable) 

COLOR  
(if applicable) 

PRICE EACH SHIPPING 
EACH 

TOTAL EACH 
ITEM 

 
Green Arbroath T Shirt 
Sizes available    S – M – L – 
XL – XXL - XXXL 

Please separately list  
quantity and sizes 

   
Green 

 
$15.00 

 
$3.00 

 

700th Bannockburn T-Shirt 
Sizes available    S – M – L – 
XL – XXL 

   
Black 

 
$20.00 

 
$3.00 

 

Tote Bag in Green with 
embroidered American & St. 
Andrews Flags and BRUCE 

  
n/a 

 
Green 

 
$15.00 

 
$3.00 

 

Knitted Cap with 
embroidered American & St. 
Andrews Flags and a choice of 
BRUCE or SCOTLAND 

  
Chose 

BRUCE or 
SCOTLAND 

 
Black or Forest 

Green 

 
$15.00 

 
$3.00 

 

Books 
‐ The Scottish 100 
 

  
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
$17.00 

 
$2.00 

 

 
‐ The Great Scot 
 

  
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
$25.00 

 
$2.00 

 

 
‐ The Elgins   1766-1917 

 

  
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
$30.00 

 
$2.00 

 

 
‐ Epic Order of the Seven 

Series 
Great gift for children of 

all ages!!! 
 

      

 
DVD 
‐ Bruce Family History 

 

  
 

n/a 

 
 

n/a 

 
 
$20.00 DVD 
$10.00 VHS 

 
 
$1.00 

 

 
‐ 700th Anniversary of the 

Enthronement of Robert 
Bruce 

  
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
$20.00 

 
$1.00 

 

 
Bruce Badge/Pin 

Round 
New Rectangle 

    
 
$ 3.00 
$ 5.00 

 -  

 
 

      

        
TOTAL $ AMOUNT INCLUDING SHIPPING $           .00 
 

 
Merchandise can be ordered by sending this order form and a check payable to 

Family of Bruce International, Inc. to: 
 

Mrs. Polly Bruce Tilford 
5561 Earl Young Road 
Bloomington, IN  47408  

 

http://www.epicorderoftheseven.com/ In the Cart, type BRUCE in the Group Code.  25% at 
will be donated to the Family of Bruce International – payment processed through PayPal.   
Due to new ordering process, please email ann@epicorderoftheseven.com to indicate you 
have placed an order for the Bruce Code…. Thanks! 
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Commissioners 
 

Chief
 

The Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, KT, LLD, DLitt, DL, JP 
Broomhall, Dunfermline, Scotland 

Crest*:  A lion statant with tail extended Azure, armed and langued Gules. 
Arms*:  Or, a saltire and chief Gules, on a canton Argent a lion rampant Azure. 
Motto:  Fuimus – We have been. 

* The Crest and Arms belong to the Chief and can only be used by him.  Use of the Crest surrounded by a buckled belt is acceptable. 

Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors and Commissioners

 Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors 
President 

William P. Bruce, FSA Scot 
5556 27th Ave., So. 

Minneapolis, MN   55417-1934 
william@familyofbruce.org 

 

Vice President 
Don Bruce, FSA Scot 

1051 Eagle Ridge Trail 
Stillwater, MN   55082 

don@familyofbruce.org 

Secretary 
Polly Bruce Tilford 

5561 Earl Young Rd., 
Bloomington, IN  47408 

polly@familyofbruce.org  

Treasurer 
Robert James Bruce 

551 First Avenue 
Linthicum Heights, MD  21090-2754 
robertjamesbruce78@gmail.com 

Operations Officer 
Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot 

1495 Jones Rd 
Roswell, GA   30075 

deb@familyofbruce.org 

Past President Board Member 
John Carlisle, FSA Scot 
3833 Stockport Drive 

Plano, TX  75025 
johnwcarlisle@verizon.net 

At-Large Board Member 
 Steven E. Bruce 

5096 Whites Mill Dr. 
Gainesville, GA  30504 

topbruce@bellsouth.net 
 

High Commissioner Board Member 
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot 

1870 Manning Way 
Colorado Springs, CO  80919 
brucefsascot@yahoo.com  

 

Family of Bruce Commissioners 

Lieutenant to the Chief 
Thomas Allen Bruce 
PO Box 924 
Holly Springs, GA  30142 
tabruce@windstream.net  
 

California 
Roger Kelly 
985 Portola Dr. 
San Francisco, CA  94127 
 

   Deputy Commissioner 
   Stanley Kelly 
 

Colorado  
Robert J. Bruce 
1652 Glencoe 
Denver, CO   80220 
 

Southeast 
Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot  
Roswell, GA 
deb@familyofbruce.org  
 

High Commissioner 
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot 
Colorado Springs, CO  80919 
 

Northeast 
Charles F. Bruce, III 
15 Clinton St 
Portland, Me 04104 
haleyboy1@gmail.com  
 

Texas 
John Carlisle, FSA Scot 
Plano, TX 
 

Australia Representative 
Christopher R. Bruce 
29 George St. 
Greenwich, Sidney, NSW 
Australia     2065 
debruis@bigpond.com  

At-Large 
Thomas Allen Bruce 
Holly Springs, GA 
 

Oklahoma 
MarLo Alexander 
113 N. W. Ramblewood Rd.. 
Bartlesville, OK  74003 
mcua1971@gmail.com  
 

Upper Mid-West 
William P. Bruce, FSA Scot 
Minneapolis, MN    
 

       Deputy Commissioner  
Don Bruce, FSA Scot 
Stillwater, MN   55082 
 

Virginia 
Gerald Cousins, Sr. 
144 Hazelwood Dr. 
Aylet, VA   23009 
4uskins@hughes.net  
  

The role of Commissioner is not directly affiliated with Family of Bruce International.  It is a designation as a 
 representative of the Name of Bruce as authorized by the Chief or under his delegated authority. 

Family of Bruce International is a non-profit organization established to create and promote kinship amongst its family members and to encourage 
interest in the Family of Bruce and its history.   Membership is open to persons interested in their Scottish heritage and especially those who qualify 
by surname, by descent, or by recognized septs:   Carlisle, Carruthers, Crosby, Randolph, and Stenhouse.  It is the only such organization 
recognized by the hereditary chief of the Name of Bruce, The Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine.   
 
Mission Statement:    “To promote, honor, and preserve our Scottish and Bruce heritage by sponsoring activities, events, scholarships, and continual 
communication through the E-Magazine and website.  We will therefore, provide educational information, tributes to our history and ancestors, and 
thereby attract Bruces and Septs into the enjoyment and celebration of our familial relationships. 

Chief’s Personal Representative and Honorary Member - Duncan A. Bruce, FSA Scot 

Editor The
 Blue Lion – Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot 

Webmaster – Thomas B. Bruce 
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Honoring WWii  and D-Day – see story pages 6-9 

Sam Caldwell painting: Scots 
Guards Infantry being piped 
along during an early morning 
advance. The Scots are headed 
for Caumont, bayonets at the 
ready. Note the shovels, just one 
of the tools that kept many 
soldiers alive and fighting during 
the hedgehog days. 

 

 
Sam Caldwell painting: the crew 
of Forth escapes their burning 
tank.  
 

 


