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Aberdeen Welcomes Return of the King
By Charles Bruce

On 9th May, four days after the nationalists had achieved a landslide victory in the
Scottish Parliamentary elections, a striking equestrian statue of King Robert the Bruce was
unveiled in Aberdeen.
At the invitation of the Lord Provost, Rt Hon Peter Stephen, my
youngest son Benedict (7) and I travelled to Aberdeen to take part in the ceremony, taking
with us the ceremonial sword of King Robert. (Continued on page 10)

King Robert the Bruce statue at
Marischal College in
Aberdeen Scotland

Unveiling party at statue of King Robert the Bruce at
Marischal College, Broad Street, Aberdeen
On the 9th May 2011.
L to R: Lord Bruce, The Lord Provost, Councillor Peter
Stephen, Alan Beattie Herriot (Sculptor),
Hon Benedict Bruce, and Depute Provost, Councillor
Kevin Stewart MSP

President’s Message
Dear Family —
As I write this I am beginning to think seriously
about the games season, which will, by the time
you read this, already be upon us. Frankly I am
excited by the prospect. Although, there is a
great deal to do to prepare and improve our
“games kit” so we are ready to set up and present
at the events we attend. What really gets me into
it is the prospect of meeting new Bruce’s who
have not yet been initiated into the family, and to
renew my contacts with so many who already
have been. Interacting with the public is always
an exciting challenge and I love it, despite my
“awkwardly shy” personality. I suppose those who
know me best would question that description of
me however, as at games I am constantly looking
for people to educate to the nuances of the
Scottish Community and attempting to help them
acquire a taste for their history and culture.
Whether successful in this or not, I have a lot of fun
with it.
May 14th will see me at the Minnesota Scottish
Fair & Games. This year we are taking advantage
of an opportunity to use an indoor venue (a large
4H building) to set up our Family of Bruce display.
As a result weather will not be an issue, as it has
been for many of the outdoor events. This is
something I hope will become an option at many
more games events. Once again, for the third
year in a row, I will sponsor the appearance of
Minnesota Sheltie Rescue at the Minnesota
Scottish Fair (right next to the FOBII tent) on behalf
of Family of Bruce. This has been a productive
and mutually beneficial partnership for both
organizations that I trust will continue long into the
future.
Let me encourage each of you to check the
events listing in the Blue Lion and find a games
event near you to attend. We can always use
additional volunteers to help us with the logistics of
set up and take down, and also to help staff the
tent and make it possible for others to get a
chance to take in more of the event themselves.
It seems that I am always missing out on
something I wanted to see/do in order to make
sure that we are “covered” at the tent.
Elsewhere in this issue, Deb Bruce Gottlieb, our
Operations Officer and Blue Lion Editor, shares

The

with you her thoughts about “Scottish Attire”.
Despite the fact that we Bruce’s are usually
considered to be “lowland Norman Scots” (some
might debate the accuracy of that assertion), we
have, as so many others, adopted some of the
accoutrements of traditional highland dress, or at
least what most often passes for that here in the
USA. I was already an older adult before I wore a
kilt for the first time in public at something other
than a “Scottish” event.
One of the many
outstanding classical music ensembles we have
here in Minnesota is the Saint Paul Chamber
Orchestra, and when you attend one of their
concerts the dress is usually semi-formal, always
with some in full formal attire. My first kilt wearing
event for something outside the Scottish
community was one of their concerts.
Now
Minnesota is not known for being home to large
numbers of Scots, although our community is very
active. As a result, most Minnesotans have only
seen someone in a kilt on television, and almost
never in person. You can understand that I was
somewhat apprehensive and more than just a
little self conscious. Fortunately my wife was also
wearing her “formal” tartans, and that made me
more comfortable. I must admit we did get a lot
of stares, that along with a lot of smiles and even
a few compliments. I need not have worried, at
least not at that event & venue.
I must also admit that there have been
instances when some Minnesotans have not been
so welcoming with something which they
considered “foreign and inappropriate”. Several
years ago a young man decided to escort his
date to his high school prom in formal highland
dress. School officials turned them away at the
door, making comment about not allowing a
“clown” costume. This so enraged the Minnesota
Scottish Community that several of us volunteered
to visit these school officials and provide them
with an educational experience. The press got
wind of the story and made quite a “big deal” out
of it, but to the best of my knowledge, the young
man and his date never got an apology and our
offer to educate these “officials”, was never
accepted. The one positive thing that came out
of all of this was a better informed public, at least
in the area of “Scottish Attire”. I am pleased to be
able to tell you that the young man and his prom
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President’s Message (continued)
date were “guests of
Minnesota Scottish Fair.

honor”

at

2011 Games Review
the

next

So, get out your tartans, kilts and other
accoutrements and wear them proudly, even
though we may not be as historically and
culturally accurate as we might be in doing so.
Have some fun with it. Finally, I would like to invite
each of you to send in one gift membership for
someone (or more) in your immediate family. It is
simple to do.
Download a copy of the
membership application from the website, or drop
me a note and I will send you one. Fill it out for the
person being gifted and send it along with a
check for the membership fee to our national
secretary, Polly Bruce Tilford – her address is on the
application and in this Blue Lion. In return the new
member will get their own copy of our extensive
and information filled new member packet and
be placed on the list for receiving the Blue Lion.
What a wonderful way for you to share with others
the gift of being a part of the larger Family of
Bruce.

Lexington Virginia Games
Gerald Cousins, Family of Bruce Virginia
Commissioner, and his family had a wonderful
time at the Lexington Games. It is always great to
get with your family and enjoy good
conversations and catch up on old times and
stories. The local weather person was wrong again
and Saturday turned out to be cloudy with a mist
in the air all day. The high for the day was around
45 and everyone was trying to stay warm. It was a
wee bit like the auld country. This was the first
time a Bruce tent was at these games and we
met lots of friendly people and although the
games were small there were many different
things to do.

Yours aye,
William

The Cousin family huddles under the Bruce tent to stay warm.
From left to right Jay, Karen, Kim, Justin, Gerald Sr., and Debbie

William and Phyllis Bruce with
“The Bruce’s Robby of the Burns” – known as Robby
and “The Bruce’s Ceilidh Dancer” – known as KayLee
Shelties adopted from the Minnesota Sheltie Rescue
Photo courtesy of Bryan Jones of Jessie’s Photography –
Eagan, Minnesota

The

Their tent looked great and represented the Family of Bruce
International very well indeed!
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2011 Games
Scottish Events for the Family of Bruce
International for 2011

NORTH CAROLINA – Deb Bruce Gottlieb & Steve Bruce
July 7-10 – Grandfather Mountain Highland Games,
Linville www.gmhg.org

An “xx” indicates the 2011 date is not announced as of
this time and will be updated in August.

OKLAHOMA – MarLo Alexander
September 16-18 – Oklahoma Scottish Games &
Gathering, Tulsa www.tulsascottishgames.org

CALIFORNIA – Roger Kelly
TO BE DETERMINED – Roger is recuperating well but we
are still looking for help in 2011. Please contact Deb
Bruce Gottlieb if interested!

OHIO – Kenneth Swank
June 23-25 – Ohio Scottish Games
www.ohioscottishgames.com

COLORADO – Richard Bruce & Seth Bruce
August 13-14 – Colorado Scottish Festival and Rocky
Mountain Highland Games – Highlands Ranch
www.scottishgames.org
September 8-11 – Longs Peak Scottish/Irish Highland
Festival – Estes Park www.scotfest.com

SOUTH CAROLINA –
May 27-28 – Greenville Scottish Games, Furman
University, Greenville www.greenvillegames.org
September 17 – Charleston Scottish Games & Highland
Gathering, Charleston, SC www.charlestonscots.org

GEORGIA – Deb Bruce Gottlieb & Steve Bruce
June 11-12 – Blairsville Scottish Festival & Highland
Games – Blairsville - www.blairsvillescottishfestival.org
October 14-16 – Stone Mountain Highland Games
www.smhg.org – Annual Meeting – 1pm and
New location
Annual Dinner at 6pm on Saturday!!
INDIANA – Polly Tilford
September 10-11 – Columbus Highland Games,
Columbus www.scottishfestival.org

Note:

NEW

KENTUCKY – Polly Tilford
June 2-5 Glasgow Highland Games, Glasgow
www.glasgowhighlandgames.com

MICHIGAN – Polly Tilford
August 27 – Kalamazoo Scottish Festival
www.kalamazooscottishfestival.org/

Change – possibly
No Bruce tent in 2011

NEW

NEW HAMPSHIRE – Charles F. Bruce III TENTATIVE –
September 16-18 – New Hampshire Highland Games,
Loon Mountain, Lincoln www.nhscot.org/
NEW YORK –Nick Carrado and Ann E. Eldred
August 13 – Central New York Scottish Games – Long
Branch Park, Liverpool, NY
http://www.cnyscottishgames.org

Houston Scottish Games will not be held in 2011.

VIRGINIA – Gerald Cousins & family
October 1 – Williamsburg Scottish Festival –
http://www.wsfonline.org/
October 29-30 – Meadow Highland Games and Celtic
Festival – Doswell, VA www.meadowceltic.com
Formerly Richmond Highland Games
WASHINGTON – Susan Walker
July 30-31 – 64th Annual Pacific Northwest Scottish
Highland Games & Clan Gathering, Enumclaw –
http://www.sshga.org/home.htm
WISCONSIN – Andy Mace & family
September 2-4 – Wisconsin Scottish Fair, (Waukesha
Expo Center – Waukesha, Wisconsin)
www.wisconsinscottish.org/

MINNESOTA – William Bruce & Don Bruce
May 14 – Minnesota Scottish Fair & Highland Games,
Eagan www.mnscottishfair.org

The

TENNESSEE – Arline Guyton
May 20-22 – Smokey Mountain Highland Games
Maryvale College, Maryvale, TN
www.smokymountaingames.org
TEXAS – Vizi Lange Caldwell
November 11-13 – Salado Scottish Gathering and
Highland Games, Salado, Texas
http://www.ctam-salado.org/Gathering/Gathering.htm

IOWA – William Bruce
September 17 – Scottish Games of the Quad
Cities, Davenport – Centennial Park
www.celtichighlandgames.org/index.htm

MAINE – Charles F. Bruce III
August 20 Maine Highland Games, Topsham
www.mainehighlandgames.org

SOUTH DAKOTA – William Bruce & Don Bruce
September 17-18 – North East South Dakota Celtic Faire
& Games, Aberdeen, South Dakota
www.nesdcelticfaire.com/

NEW

YOUR INPUT WANTED!!!!
Your input is needed to evaluate future games. If
you attend games in your area and think the
Family of Bruce International should be
represented, please send your input to Deb Bruce
Gottlieb, 1495 Jones Road, Roswell, Georgia
30075 or to
deb@familyofbruce.org.
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Scottish Attire
The Wearing of Highland Dress

By Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot
As interest in attending Scottish events evolves,
there is much appeal in the wearing of highland
dress… and with that comes many questions.
In
thinking about the most common questions and/or
comments I receive at different Scottish events, this
seems like a good time to put these points down and
share them with you. The wearing of Scottish attire is
a proud activity, and although we in America are
not so restricted in our attitude towards tradition, we
are however celebrating our ancient culture and
heritage which is governed by many conventions.
Please note, I do not claim to be an expert on
Scottish Attire; although, as questions and comments
have arisen, I’ve taken the time to research them.
In this brief article, here are some of the most
common themes:
Tartan – Who can wear the tartan?
Tartan is a cloth which is twill woven with
identifying patterns of horizontal and vertical stripes
of colors woven in reverse against the length of the
cloth. Most tartan designs mirror the image when
turned. The legitimacy for a family or clan tartan lies
in the approval of a clan chief. Family names were
given to tartans during Sir Walter Scott’s time, and
the idea of wearing the “correct” tartan began. I’ve
always heard that one needs to belong to the clan
to wear the tartan, but in my research, I did not find
any documented “right” to wear or to not wear any
tartan. There are however, some tartans and tweeds
that are not available to the public and are only
used by an individual. For those who receive this
newsletter via email, page 16 displays some Bruce
tartans in color.
Men’s Wear –
Kilt – The Kilt is the most recognizable symbol of
Scottish identity and is typically worn by men. There
are two types of pleating to choose from. The most
common is the design of the sewn pleats at the top
of the Kilt which recreates the pattern of the tartan.
The other style is military pleating where the stripe is
centered on every pleat. The kilt should sit at the
waist just below the bottom rib and rest at the top of
the knee and no longer. The kilt pin should only be
through the top apron of the kilt otherwise it spoils
the hanging of the kilt. The kilt can be worn with or
without a jacket for informal wear. Since the kilt is
such an expensive investment, some research should
be done before purchase to ensure a proper fit.

The

Hose/Stocking – Originally made of cloth in a
red and white dicing pattern they would get out of
shape and were replaced by the current day knitted
hose. To look the best, the hose should complement
the colors in the tartan and be worn a couple of
inches below where the knee bends. Hose can be
knitted in the pattern of the tartan, red & white dice
pattern, or solid colors that complement the key
colors of the tartan such as red or green for the
Bruce tartan. White hose is strictly reserved for pipe
bands; however, in the 1960’s many Scottish attire
outfitters included white or off-white hose with the
purchase of a kilt – possibly because they were less
expensive. To many Scottish attire traditionalists and
others, wearing white hose is not complementary to
the tartan and kilt for formal or informal wear.
Sporrans – Used as a utilitarian leather pouch by
men they are tied around the waist no more than a
hand’s breadth (about 3-5”) below the navel.
Sporrans have evolved from very simple leather
pouches to elaborate decorative ones. The style of
dress (formal or informal) should dictate which style
sporran to wear.
Women’s Wear –
Kilted Skirt – Women wear kilted skirts rather than
kilts. They are tapered to fit a women’s body rather
than the straight sides of a man’s kilt. This causes the
pattern design of the tartan to be varied at the top
where the pleats are stitched and therefore are
more like skirts. They also can be worn at any length.
Sash – Ladies should wear the sash pinned at
the right shoulder. The following ladies can wear the
sash on the left shoulder: 1) ladies who are chiefs or
chieftains in their own right, 2) wives of chiefs and
chieftains, or 3) wives of colonels of Highland
regiments.
This review on Scottish attire only covers the most
common questions.
Since it is a very broad and
interesting subject, it can be further investigated using
the following sources:
"Scottish Clan & Family Encyclopedia" by George Way
of Plean and Romilly Squire (Harper Collins, 1994).
The Court of the Lord Lyon – www.lyon-court.com
Scottish Tartans Authority – www.tartansauthority.com
Scottish Tartans Museum – Franklin, NC
www.scottishtartans.org
“So You’re Going to Wear the Kilt” – J. Charles
Thompson (Heraldic Arts)
Electric Scotland Website – www.electricscotland.com
The Scotsman Online –
http://news.scotsman.com/kilts/So-thats-how-towear.2529377.jp
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Heraldry
Crests and Badges
By Thomas Allen Bruce, CStJ, FSA Scot
A ”crest” is the armorial device that is depicted on
top of the helmet in a complete Achievement of Arms.
The crest usually arises out of a “wreath,” which is a twist
of cloth of the main metal and the main color of the
Arms, but the crest may be depicted inside a coronet
or sitting upon a “Cap of Maintenance,” which is today
the principal armorial distinction of feudal barons. The
main metal and color together are known as the
“liveries” or the “livery colors.”
The description of Lord Elgin’s
Crest is “A lion statant with tail
extended azure, armed and
langued gules”. Translated,
this means that there is a
standing (statant) blue (azure)
lion with an extended tail, and
a red (gules) tongue (langued)
and claws (armed).

An Cireann Ceann Cinnidh

In early times the crest was changed whenever the
armiger pleased. Over time however crests began to
be part of a formal Arms grant and in Scotland were no
longer able to be changed without approval from Lyon
Court. One of the conventions concerning crests is that
a crest must be capable of being represented in three
dimensions. This rule arises from the Medieval practice
of the knight wearing a three dimensional crest on top
of his helmet in a tournament.
Over the centuries it became common for
armigers to use the crest by itself as a badge, without
depicting the rest of the Arms at all. Indeed, in early
Scottish armorial documents the device now known as
a crest is often called a “badge,” and the use of the
crest separately as a badge is a very old practice. In
early times it was prestigious to have a crest, since the
crest was an indication that the armiger bearing it was
of “tournament rank,” and this prestige is likely the
reason that the crest came to be used by itself. It is still
possible today to receive a Scottish Grant of Arms that
includes only a shield, with no crest or further
embellishment at all. However, it is not possible to be
entitled to a crest without also being entitled to a full
Achievement of Arms.

crest is actually a component part of a complete
Achievement of Arms.
In Scotland the law required landowners to have
Armorial Bearings, and, as we discussed in the previous
article about Flying Heraldry, the landowner’s tenants
and neighbors formed militia units with the landowner or
“laird” as the Commanding Officer. It became
common for uniforms to be made up of the laird’s livery
colors, and for the laird’s crest to be used as a badge
as part of the uniform, and for the crest to be used on
uniform buttons. It also may be depicted on certain
armorial flags, most notably the guidon and standard.
As discussed in previous articles both those flags are
related to the following of their owners, and are used as
rallying or headquarters flags.
The familiar modern metal badge worn in a
Balmoral or Glengary bonnet as a part of Highland
dress is a descendant of the early livery badge, and has
become standardized as the crest of the Chief of the
Name or Clan, surrounded by a belt and buckle
device. The buckled belt is intended to serve two
purposes. It provides a place to place the Chief’s
motto, and it indicates that the wearer is not wearing
his or her own crest, but that of his or her Chief. These
badges are often called “Clan Crest Badges,” or “Crest
Badges,” but the term “Clan Crest” is not quite correct,
since, as mentioned, they depict the crest of the Chief,
and the crest, as such, just as with his or her other
Armorial Bearings, remains the personal property of its
owner. The term “Crest Badge” is also a bit redundant,
since crest and badge mean much the same thing.
The buckled cap badge as worn today, though it
has ancient origins, is comparatively modern, and dates
only to the nineteenth century, when King George IV’s
visit to Scotland ignited a fervor for Scottish attire and
culture that still burns.
An armiger has several choices of cap badge. He
or she may wear the standard buckled badge like any
other member of the Family or Clan, or may wear a
specially made badge depicting the armiger’s own
crest, either alone, or on a circlet engraved with the
armiger’s personal motto. The practice of wearing a
badge of one’s own crest has a unique connection to
the three dimensional crests worn in tournaments in the
Middle Ages.

The crest is often used as a seal, and therefore is
the usual device that is engraved on a signet ring.
The crest may also be used separate from the rest
of a full Achievement of Arms as a mark of ownership.
The use of a crest by itself in these ways is probably
the cause of the incorrect use of the term “crest” to
refer to a complete Achievement of Arms, when the
The
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The Chief of the
MacGregors wears a silver
badge of his crest, with no
circlet, as a bonnet
badge.
Photo by Matthew A. C.
Newsome – used with
permission

Heraldry

continued)

(

The Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, Chief of the Name
and Family of Bruce, wears his crest surrounded by a
plain circlet with his motto, and with three small silver
feathers behind it.
Eagle feathers worn behind the cap badge are
also comparatively modern, or at least imparting
meaning to the number of feathers worn is, dating once
again to the nineteenth century enthusiasm for “all
things Scottish.” The system usually outlined today is
that any armiger, that is, anyone with his or her own
personal Coat of Arms, may wear one feather. A
“Chieftain,” that is, the genealogically senior person
representing a part of a Clan, may wear two, and the
Chief of an entire Name or Clan may wear three.
Instead of genuine eagle feathers it is common today
for the feathers to be little silver ones cast as part of the
cap badge.
Many if not most of the people to be seen at
Scottish games today sporting feathers don’t really rate
them. It’s common for one or more to be worn by the
officers of American societies. There is no regulation of
the practice, but good taste dictates that one should
not wear badges of rank to which one has no claim.
Besides that, the genuine feathers are a nuisance to
wear, catching on things, and tending to get
bedraggled over time.
Crests are also traditionally used on armiger’s
letterhead and business cards.
The only entirely proper use of the buckled badge
is as a cap badge in silver or white metal. Depicting it in
color, and printing or embroidering it on any possible
object, is not really the use for which it is intended. With
that said, it must be acknowledged that the badges in
color are used on all sorts of things nowadays, but any
such item is thereby traditionally marked as belonging
to the armiger whose crest is shown.
When the badge of a crest surrounded by a
buckled belt is used on letterhead or in a printed flyer it
must be accompanied by the disclaimer “An Cireann
Ceann Cinnidh” which means “The Crest of the Chief.”
This removes any doubt that the printed representation
of the crest is anything but a representation of the cap
badge.
There exists a quasi-heraldic device today known
as a “badge” distinct from a crest. In English heraldry
any armiger who desires one may be granted a badge
of this type, which is usually based on one of the
charges in the main Arms, or else is based on a device
associated with the armiger’s profession. In Scottish
heraldry, however, the badge, separate and distinct
from the crest, is associated with a particular land
holding, and is much more of a rarity.
The recent arms grant from the College of Arms,
London, to Miss Catherine Middleton’s father, was

The

extensively covered by the news media here in the
United States.
One of the reasons Mr. Middleton sought a grant
was so that his Arms, which Miss Middleton can use as a
courtesy, could be “impaled,” that is, combined with
the Prince’s Arms, after their marriage. A daughter may
use her father’s Arms, depicted on a “lozenge,” which is
a diamond shape, instead of a shield shape.
The combination of his Arms with those of Prince
William will depict her father’s Arms on one side of the
shield, with her husband’s on the other.
Since
Catherine Middleton has a brother, she is not an
heraldic heiress, so the Middleton Arms won’t pass to
her children. Her brother will inherit his father’s Arms with
no difference.
In Scotland, if a lady not an heraldic heiress
desired to pass the Arms of her father on to her children,
she would have to apply to Lyon Court for matriculation
of a suitable difference. After such matriculation, her
heir would inherit the Arms with the difference, as long
as he also bore her maiden name. Arms in Scotland go
with surname.
The convention regarding ladies and crests is that
a lady usually does not use a crest, since a lady did not
participate as a combatant in a tournament. However,
a Scottish heraldic heiress does have a crest, and will
pass that crest on to her heir in turn.
Predictably, the news media here in the States got
much of the story about the Middleton Arms grant
wrong, using the term “family arms” of which, of course,
there is no such thing, and sometimes calling the
Achievement of Arms a “crest.”
The same media routinely call Prince William a
future “King of England,” and he is no such thing. He is
a future King of Great Britain and Northern Ireland; the
crowns of Scotland and England were combined, by
treaty, in 1707. However, as we have seen, England
and Scotland have retained distinct legal systems, and
there are still two separate armorial authorities.
Future articles in this series will discuss the armorial
bearings of branches of the Family of Bruce, as well as
how you can go about acquiring armorial bearings of
your own.
For further reading:
Innes of Learney, Sir Thomas. Scots Heraldry. First
published Edinburgh: Oliver and Boyd, 1934; revised
edition Edinburgh and London: Johnston and Bacon,
1978.
Moncreiffe, Iain, and Don Pottinger. Simple Heraldry
Cheerfully Illustrated. Edinburgh and London: Thomas
Nelson and Sons Ltd., 1953.
Way of Plean, George, and Romilly Squire. Scottish Clan
and Family Encyclopedia. Glasgow: Harper Collins
Publishers, 1994.
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Travel
Polly Ann (Brix) Tilford’s
Excellent Adventure

hall. Everything built of stone. In the town hall I
discovered Polly could ask directions in French!

by John W. Tilford

Last fall I was trying to persuade Polly into
taking a “Space Available” military flight to
Ramstein and driving a rental car to the
Normandie D-day beaches. (She’s Scottish and
hates to spend money.)
During the ensuing
negotiations I first capitulated to a full day at Paris
Disneyland. Then Polly came up with another
requirement: she wanted to visit the pre-1066
home of the Bruce family! Where did that idea
come from?
Lord Elgin had mentioned it,
describing a manor house and ruins of a Bruce
castle as described in an authoritative book
regarding the Bruce family in Normandie. We just
didn’t know the exact name of the town. Google
searches for ‘Bruce’ and ‘France’ and other
possible key words were inconclusive. We thought
it might be ‘Bruis’ – but Bruis is much too far south
in France to have ever been considered within
William’s Normandie.
Finally, Polly ran across
“Brix”! Eureka! And – miracle of miracles – Brix is
but a short drive west of Pointe du Hoc, Utah
Beach, and Sainte-Mère-Église!
(Time out for a spelling comment: Not only did
George Washington and other prominent,
educated writers spell inconsistently in the 1700s,
‘creative’ spelling has been common since the
dawn of Phoenician phoneme-based written
language. The Bruce Stone proudly displayed in
the town hall of Annan, Scotland refers to Robert
Brus, for example. ‘Brix’ is pronounced with an
exaggerated exhale, ‘Breah’ with no X sound.
Don’t be concerned that ‘Brix’ evolved at
different times and places to ‘Brus’, ‘Bruis’, and
‘Bruce’.)

Polly ”speaking French” at the town hall

The “Bruce Castle” was within walking
distance! Madame Fontanet was at home in the
manor house (website:
http://www.brucecastle.com/histoire.php?lg=eng, including a link to
related Bruce genealogy). Madame dropped her
interior painting project, wiped her hands, and
graciously took us on a cross-country tour of the
locations of the original Bruce wooden palisade
fortress (now a flat area of land) and the ruins of
the later stone castle.

A few weeks after Polly agreed to the trip we
rubbed the Disney-webs out of our still tired eyes,
pulled the Ramstein rental VW Polo out of our
Meaux, France motel parking lot, and headed
west. Gladys (our GPS) said we’d arrive at our
Bayeux B&B with several hours to spare – time
enough to try for Brix that afternoon!
Recalculating!
Similar to rural Scotland, the roads grew
narrow. We followed signs and Gladys’ directions
to Brix: a few residences, church with cemetery,
post office, grocery, hair styling salon, and a town

The

Polly and Madame Fontanet touring an area that included the
ruins of the Bruce Castle
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Travel(continued)
Although not conclusively documented, it
appears the first Robert Bruce lived in Normandie
and became Lord of Brix. Robert and his son
Adelm accompanied William the Bastard and
took part in winning the 1066 Battle of Hastings. In
gratitude, William sent Robert to the north of
England. After Norman William defeated Saxon
Harold, the Norman baron system of government
replaced the Saxon earls in England. Robert
became one of the most powerful lords in what
we now call Great Britain.
Adelm, in turn,
became Lord of Brix and Lord of Skelton.
Adelm had two sons, Adam and Robert. This
Robert became the first Lord of Annandale in
southern Scotland. (Six generations later another
Robert proclaimed himself King of Scots, but that’s
another story.) Adam become Lord of Brix and
gave his name to the castle built in the eleventh
century on the lands of High Brix overlooking the
Brix forest and close to the current “Bruce Castle”
manor house/bed and breakfast.

So where did the Normans, including the
Bruces, originate? Scandinavia. The North men
took advantage of the chaos of the Dark Ages to
raid and pillage across Western Europe and the
British isles. When raiding became boring, they
threatened to raid and pillage and demanded
tribute. With tribute came trade, with trade came
familiarity, with familiarity came colonization of the
best locations. York and Dublin were founded by
Scandinavian “North men” in the 8th and 9th
centuries. The Normandie area of France was
firmly in their control in the early 10th century. A
hundred years later the Normans were strong and
wealthy enough – under William and supported
by the major families, such as Bruce – to conquer
England. Great Britain’s architecture, monarchy,
Scottish country dancing terms, and ultimately the
Scottish drive for freedom which spread to
America are but some of the legacies of the
Norman invasion.
Somehow, it’s all Polly’s fault.

By the twelfth century the Bruces had
extensive holdings in Scotland and still retained
control of the Brix area in western Normandie.
King Philippe Auguste of France issued an
ultimatum: decide on which side your interests lie,
with France or across the Channel. The Bruces
chose Scotland. The stone castle near Brix, a
physically imposing manifestation of Bruce power
in the Brix area, was demolished and the stones
later reused in the current town buildings. The
ruins of a spiral staircase, entrance to an
underground gallery, and traces of walls remain.
Treasure hunters dug several fruitless pits on the
grounds. Secondary forest has overgrown the site.
The book recalled by Lord Elgin? Madame
Fontanet showed us her copy of BRIX, Berceau
des Rois d’Ecosse by Claude Pithois. She pointed
out chapter 16 focused on the Bruces in Brix.
Further research through the Library of Congress
found a better, in my opinion, candidate: De
Normandie au trone d’Ecosse: La saga des Bruce,
also by Pithois.
Both volumes are rare but
available through interlibrary loan.
My nonFrench-reading Hoosier eyes assessed the 700+
pages of the latter as the most comprehensive
history of the Bruce family I had ever seen, written
in obvious pride by a French historian.

The

Polly Bruce Tilford, Secretary – FOBI,
and John W. Tilford
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Robert the Bruce Statue – Continued from page 1
Despite the historical significance of Robert I’s
reign, there are surprisingly few statues erected in
his memory. My father was present at the
unveiling of the mounted figure of the king at
Bannockburn in 1963, but since then only one
further statue has been commissioned for a public
site, at Annan in Dumfries and Galloway, which
Benedict and I unveiled last year.
Although King Robert has been depicted
customarily as a warrior in helmet and chainmail, I
feel that attempts to capture his spirit have left
him looking dignified but remote. It seems instead
that the dramatic pose of a freedom fighter has
been reserved for sculpture commemorating the
life of William Wallace.
For the Aberdeen
commission, however, the sculptor Alan Beattie
Herriot broke with this tradition and decided to
show the Bruce in a very expressive manner,
holding aloft a charter which he granted the city
in 1319. There is an energy in the mounted form of
the king which flows through the bodies of horse
and rider very convincingly. Indeed the sculpture
is reminiscent of the equestrian figure of Richard
the Lionheart which stands outside the Palace of
Westminster in London, but there, King Richard
holds aloft his sword. In contrast, the Aberdeen
statue shows a medieval king as a statesman and
law-giver in the act of consolidating his rule
having won his country’s independence in battle.
Among the most precious documents in the
library of the Town House in Aberdeen is the Great
Charter granted by King Robert which transferred
ownership of a royal hunting ground, the Forest of
Stocket, to the city in return for an annual rent of
£213. Vested in common ownership - the
Common Good Fund - the city’s careful
stewardship of the king’s gift over a period of

nearly 700 years has greatly assisted the people of
Aberdeen, alleviating their suffering in the plague
of 1640 and providing funds for the building of
Marischal College, Aberdeen Infirmary and the
city’s Art Gallery. The fund is currently valued at
£32m.
King Robert’s attachment to Aberdeen stems
from the city’s willingness to provide volunteers,
victuals and money in 1307 during a critical period
of the campaign to free Scotland of English
occupying forces. He never forgot the debt he
owed Aberdeen which provided access to
Scandinavia and Europe at a time when the ports
of Dundee, Leith and Berwick were still in enemy
hands. Despite earning the fearsome reputation
of a warrior king, Robert’s preferred path for
Scotland would have led to economic prosperity
based on peaceful co-existence with its
neighbours, following the example set by his
predecessor Alexander III. Yet this aspect of his
reign that earned him the epithet of “Good King
Robert” is overshadowed by the image of a
monarch more comfortable with a sword in his
hand than a pen.
I was told that plans for commissioning
Aberdeen’s first statue of King Robert were initially
proposed by the city council in 2005. The project
was not without rancour though, which explains its
delay but which may surprise family members in
the USA. Controversy was fuelled not only by the
cost but also by accusations of political
opportunism. Yet if you study the history of the
king’s connections with Aberdeen, you may be
forgiven for wondering why it took so long for his
life to be commemorated in this way. In the end,
the entire cost of the statue (£120,000) was met by
a grant from the Common Good Fund, which his
gift of 1319 had originally endowed.

Links to more information regarding statues of Robert I
Bruce statue at Annan http://www.annan.org.uk/societies_groups/brucestatueproject.html
Bruce statue at Edinburgh Castle
http://militaryhistory.about.com/od/artillerysiegeweapons/ig/Edinburgh-Castle/Robert-the-Bruce.htm
Bruce statue at Stirling Castle – http://www.flickr.com/photos/redrichie/4695068031/
Bruce statue at Bannockburn – http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/1538090
William Wallace statue, Aberdeen – http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:William_Wallace_Statue_,_Aberdeen.jpg
Richard I statue, Westminster, London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Richard_I_of_England_-_Palace_of_Westminster_-_24042004.jpg
Alan Herriot, Sculptor – link includes a Gallery of Mr. Herriot’s work including a bust of Lord Elgin
The
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http://www.alanherriot.com/

Celebrating Culture
“Material Culture” at Bannockburn:
William P. Bruce, M.A., FSA Scot

As most of you know, we are, as an organization,
preparing for the 700th Anniversary celebration of the
victory of the Scots army under King Robert 1 at
Bannockburn (1314). Our Chief, Lord Elgin, will no doubt
be informing us of specific events and activities related
to the celebration. I know that each of us will do our
part to support him in this. As for me, I am hopeful that
we will have an opportunity to see and experience this
event with the specific purpose of understanding its
history in the most vivid ways possible, while at the same
time celebrating the Family of Bruce.
I do not know if it is even possible, but I hope that
Lord Elgin and the others involved in planning the event
will be able to gain the cooperation of the National
Trust, the National Museum and other entities to bring to
Bannockburn a few historic artifacts (material culture)
that were definitely, or even possibly, there in 1314. It
was common practice in medieval times, and often
later as well, that when a battle of undoubted historic
and political import was to be fought, objects having
considerable historic and religious importance were
brought to the scene as encouragement and
inspiration for those who would fight the battle. This was
certainly true for the Scots army at Bannockburn. One
object that was certainly there was the Monymusk
Reliquary.
It has been my experience that all of us have an
object or two in our homes that carry a great deal of
value due to their personal meaning, over and above
whatever intrinsic value they may have. For many
Scots, this reliquary is one of those. For me it is a tea
table that once belonged to my grandmother and later
my mother, and which now graces the living room in my
home. It is a fine piece of furniture, but it had seen
damage over the years. For a time it languished in my
basement till I found a skilled restoration person who
brought it back to its original condition. These special
objects are referred to as “material culture” by
anthropologists. For the people of Scotland, and also
for those of us of Scots heritage, such an object is the
Monymusk Reliquary.
During a visit to Edinburgh in the spring of 2000,
one of the things I had determined to do was to spend
a day at the National Museum and view/study as many
items of “material culture” from Scotland’s history as I
might be able. One day was, of course, not nearly
enough time to take in even the things in which I was
most specifically interested. At one point during the visit
my attention was caught by a thick Plexiglas display
case which held an object which, although I had read
about it many times and in many sources, I had thought
likely to be mythic, or if not that, certainly long lost. That

The

object was the Monymusk Reliquary. I spent a very long
time scrutinizing it from every possible viewpoint, excited
to see that it actually existed and looked very much as I
had imagined it might from the written descriptions I
had studied. It may well be the most important piece
of “material culture” in the entire National Museum
collection.
So, just what is the Monymusk Reliquary? It is a
wooden box fixed with metal straps and coverings. It
has some ornamentation, also mostly metal. It is about
the size of what we used to call a workers lunch pail.
You can find some photos from various angles on the
National Museum of Scotland website.
According to legend, it was made by a Pictish
craftsman on order from King Brude of the Picts, as a gift
to Saint Columba, during the time in which Columba
and his followers were engaged in converting the Picts
to Christianity. It seems that King Brude’s daughter was
gravely ill, probably to the point of death, when due to
the ministrations of Columba and his Christian God, the
child was miraculously healed and restored to health.
Brude gifted the box to Columba in appreciation. It is
also held that Columba used this box during his lifetime
to carry the elements of his faith (Eucharistic elements,
etc.) in safety during his extensive and often dangerous
travels. Later, after his death, it was said to contain
relics (body parts) of his saintly person.
Another
scenario suggests that it was made by monks on the
sacred Isle of Iona and brought with Columba and his
followers when they made their way to the mainland
sometime during the 8th century. So what happened to
it after the days of Columba? It appears from time to
time in historic accounts throughout the centuries, once
even as a plaything for Stuart princes, a story I seriously
doubt. From the earliest days its importance to the
nation seems to have been recognized, and its safety
and well being entrusted to a series of responsible
“keepers”. In 1933 that responsibility was turned over to
the National Museum.
It seems an absolute certainty that from time to
time it was used as a sort of talisman for the Scots who
would parade it before their soldiers as they prepared
for battle as an encouragement to “do valiantly”. This
was certainly the case at Bannockburn. Who can say
that it was not entirely effective? Some believe that
another object used for the same purpose at
Bannockburn was the Crosier (pastoral staff) of Saint
Fillan (also in the National Museum collection). It was
through an encounter with two of Saint Fillan’s followers,
that King Robert received encouragement when he
was at his lowest point in the struggle against Edward of
England. Wouldn’t it be something if both objects
could be displayed at Bannockburn upon the occasion
of the 700th Anniversary celebration in 2014?
Copyright – William Bruce, March, 2011:
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Tributes and Recognition
FOBI Members Play Pipes
with the Chieftains
Members of Family of Bruce International, Harold
Ingalsbe and Polly Bruce Tilford, were on stage with their
pipe band, the Southern Indiana Pipes and Drums, with
the Chieftains on March 1, 2011. There were
21 members of the band on stage. These pictures were
taken during the practice they had with the Chieftains
before the performance. The Chieftains were founded
in 1962 and are best known for their traditional Irish and
Celtic music.

A Dedicated Bruce Lassie
Heather Bruce from Denver, Colorado is still
spending lots of her time on the Celtic Arts. Thanks to a
donation from the Family of Bruce International, she has
been outfitted with a new aboyne dress in the Ancient
Bruce of Kinnaird tartan. She continues to dance with
the Rocky Mountain Highland Dancers (seen here at
Tartan Day, April 9, 2011). She also performed--both
drumming and dancing--at more than 10 gigs over St.
Patrick's Day with the Colorado Youth Pipe Band (see
here tenor drumming at the Runnin' of the Green,
March 13, 2011). Heather will be attending Piping Hot
Summer Drummer in Canada this July--a boot camp for
pipe bands. Her parents, Rachel and Robert Bruce, are
chairing the Colorado Youth Pipe Band's travel
committee for the World Championships in Glasgow;
they are setting their sights on Summer 2013. You go
lassie!!!

Heather is dancing
in her new aboyne
dress in the Ancient
Bruce of Kinnaird
tartan with the
Rocky Mountain
Highland Dancers at
the Tartan Day on
April 9.

FOBI members Harold Inglesby (on left) and
Polly Bruce Tilford (3rd from left)

Flowers of the Forest
In Loving Memory

Jack Thacker of Ohio –
May 27, 2009

Heather plays drums
for the Colorado
Youth Pipe Band at
the Runnin’ of the
Green event on
March 13, 2011.

Edmund Blackburn of Florida –
March 17, 2011
Sarah Beth Tilford of Indiana –
March 26, 2011 –
daughter of John and Polly Tilford,
sister of Aaron Tilford, and
granddaughter of Rex and Norma Bruce

The

Good luck on your
quest for the 2013
World Championship
in Glasgow!
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Scottish Oriented Businesses
The following businesses are known to one or more
“Family of Bruce International, USA”, board members as
among those who provide quality merchandise at fair
and reasonable prices, and who have proven to be
trustworthy in their business practices. Several of them
provide discounts and/or other incentives to FOBII
members. Please identify yourself as an FOBII member
when ordering. (NOTE: Shipping from the UK tends to
be quite expensive. It would be wise to bring items
back with you or with a traveling friend.) FOBII does not
guarantee their merchandise or business performance,
nor does this listing constitute an endorsement. We
simply offer this information as a service to our
membership.

The Celtic Croft: Located in a suburb of Minneapolis,
Joseph and Laurie Croft own this business which
provides a wide variety of Scottish (and broadly Celtic)
goods ranging from custom measured fine wool kilts to
all of the accoutrements, fabric, gifts, and other kit
necessaries. They also do kilt and kilt outfit rentals. They
produce a printed catalog and have an extensive
website. You will find them at various Scottish Games
throughout the upper-midwest. Mention the code
phrase “FamilyofBruce” when ordering and receive a
10% discount.
8311 Westwood Road
Brooklyn Park, Minnesota 55444
888-569-4373 (toll free)
www.kilts-n-stuff.com
sales@thecelticcroft.com

The Frugal Corner: Owned and operated by Marine
Corps. veteran Mark Wright, this business specializes in
low price kilts made in acrylic fabric which can be
ordered off the shelf or with just a couple of very basic
custom adaptations. Hose, belts, buckles, tee shirts,
sporrans, etc. are also available via an easy to use
website. You may find them at Scottish Games as far
west as Wisconsin and throughout the Great Lakes
states. Type in the code phrase “brucefamily” when
asked for a discount code and receive a 12% discount
on your order.
Post Office Box 420
Big Run, Pennsylvania 15715
814-427-4441
www.thefrugalcorner.com
sales@thefrugalcorner.com

Scotland Forever: Owned and operated by Roxie D.
Palczer, a member of FOBII, this Texas firm offers a wide
variety of Scottish goods to outfit an American of Scots
heritage with whatever is needed to look and play that
role. Wedding arrangements including kilt outfit rentals,
gifts and accessories are a specialty. They can also
outfit pipers and pipe bands with all necessaries.
Identify yourself as an FOBII member and receive a 10%
discount on your purchases.
1-888-218-8347 or 1-972-562-4422 Phone for specific
address.
www.scotlandforever.net Info@ScotlandForever.net
The

St. Croix Weaving:

This business, owned and
operated by Nola Walter and Layton Traver, is located
in Hudson, Wisconsin. They can skillfully weave virtually
any tartan that has been approved by the Scottish
Tartan Authority (homespun style). They make scarves,
shawls, placemats, table covers, purses, and other items
to order in cotton, tencel or silk. They have done
custom weaves in both Bruce Modern and Bruce
Ancient tartans. A 5% discount is available to groups of
four or more ordering the same material and tartan.
1-715-381-5224
www.stcroixweaving.com
weaver@stcroixweaving.com

Unicorn

Limited:
A fine source for print
material/literature on Scottish and Scottish American
families, books, bagpipe music, history & culture. A
large searchable database makes finding what most
interests you easy to do. E-mail newsletter available.
Identify yourself as a FOBII member and receive a 10%
discount on your purchases.
http://www.Scotpress.com mcleod@scotpress.com
Rainnea: Makers of fine jewelry, wedding rings and
sgian dubhs.
Run by Rab and Tanya Gordon in
Drumnadrochit, Scotland, near Loch Ness. They take
commissions on items they make, and have a limited
stock of items available on line. Their sgian dubhs are
made from a variety of materials and include stainless
or Damascus steel blades. Handles come in carved
oak and other woods. Pommel stones in unique designs
are provided. They will work with you to provide exactly
what you want. Prices are reasonable considering
materials and workmanship. They offer free engraving
of blades with the Bruce motto (fuimus) and
initials/name to FOBII members (a 25 pound value).
Home Page: www.rainnea.com
Wedding Rings: www.highland-wedding-rings.co.uk
Web Shop: www.lochnessorigins.com
What’s New: www.rainnea.wordpress.com
Face Book: www.facebook.com/Rainnea.Ltd
We believe that our members should also know about
the following:

LOCH CARRON of Scotland:

This internationally
known manufacturer and supplier of tartan fabric and
knitwear is a wholesaler to retail outlets here in the USA.
They are, obviously and primarily, a textile firm. There is
a retail store and a visitor center in Scotland (Selkirk).
This is the company which wove the “Bruce Ancient”
tartan worn by our chief and his family. Look for their
products at the retailers on our list.
1-603-356-3369
www.lochcarron.com usa@lochcarron.com
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Committee Updates
Membership Committee
Polly Bruce Tilford

The Family of Bruce International warmly
welcomes new members who have recently
joined!!!

Charitable Operations Committee
Thank you to all who have supported our
Charitable Donations efforts. All recommendations
for Charitable Donations should be forwarded to:
Don Bruce
1051 Eagle Ridge Trail
Stillwater, MN 55082
don@familyofbruce.org

“Ceud Mile Failte”
(One hundred Thousand Welcomes in Scots Gaelic)

NEW MEMBERS:
Colorado – Page Gaines
Kentucky – Shelley Hay

Since we are a recognized §501(c)(3)
corporation for tax purposes, any gift you make to
Family of Bruce is fully tax deductible. Your checks
should be sent to our treasurer, Steven Bruce, at the
following address:
FOBI – c/o Steven Bruce
5096 Whites Mill Drive
Gainesville GA 30504

As of May 1, 2011 there are 388 Members
Thank you to all members for your support!!!!
As mentioned in previous newsletters, any
member who turns 90 does not have to pay
Annual Dues.
The current list of members over 90 years old now
includes Edna Chandler and Delyse Williams!
In the last newsletter, we inadvertently listed that
Life Member William L. White of W. Laurens, NY
was in the over 90 list!!!!
We are pleased to
correct that he is decades younger and plans to
be on the 90 list in about 35 years!!

2011 Annual Member Reminder
$25 dues are payable on January 1, 2011.
Please write your check to Family of Bruce
International, Inc. and mail to:
Polly Bruce Tilford
5561 Earl Young Road
Bloomington, IN 47408

Lord Elgin is featured in five webisodes about
the Elgin family and its contribution to
Canada’s history which can be viewed
through the link below!

http://canadascotland.com/lord‐elgin‐webisodes

The

Please note on your check, payable to Family of
Bruce, that it is for charitable operations.

General Annual Meeting Items
The election of the following officer positions will
be held in the Annual General Meeting (AGM) to be
held at Stone Mountain Games in GA, on Saturday,
October 15, at 1pm: Treasurer, Secretary, Operations
Officer, and at At-Large Board Member.
Nominations for these positions should be sent to
Polly Bruce Tilford, 5561 Earl Young Rd., Bloomington,
IN 47408 by September 1, 2010 to be voted on at
the AGM.
The August 2011 newsletter will be
published on September 2, 2011 to ensure the
inclusion of all nominations.

The Deadline for input to the
NEXT ISSUE IS
July 15, 2011!!
Please send pictures and/or stories to Deb
Gottlieb at deb@familyofbruce.org or by mail to
1495 Jones Road, Roswell, GA 30075
A special thank you to Charles, Lord Bruce,
Thomas Allen Bruce, John W. Tilford, and William P.
Bruce for their outstanding articles in this issue. Also,
thank you to all who have submitted input and
family stories in the past. Your input makes The Blue
Lion so very extraordinary.
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Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors and Commissioners

Chief Commissioners
The Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, KT, LLD, DLitt, DL, JP
Broomhall, Dunfermline, Scotland
Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors
President
William P. Bruce, FSA Scot
5556 27th Ave., So.
Minneapolis, MN 55417-1934
william@familyofbruce.org

Vice President
Don Bruce, FSA Scot
1051 Eagle Ridge Trail
Stillwater, MN 55082
don@familyofbruce.org

Secretary
Polly Bruce Tilford
5561 Earl Young Rd.,
Bloomington, IN 47408
polly@familyofbruce.org

Treasurer
Steven E. Bruce
5096 Whites Mill Dr.
Gainesville, GA 30504
Steve@familyofbruce.org

Operations Officer
Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot
1495 Jones Rd
Roswell, GA 30075
deb@familyofbruce.org

Past President Board Member
John Carlisle, FSA Scot
3833 Stockport Drive
Plano, TX 75025
johnwcarlisle@tx.rr.com

At-Large Board Member
Thomas Allen Bruce, CStJ, FSA Scot
P.O. Box 924
Holly Springs, GA 30142
tabruce@windstream.net

High Commissioner Board Member
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot
1870 Manning Way
Colorado Springs, CO 80919
brucefsascot@yahoo.com

Family of Bruce Commissioners
Lieutenant to the Chief
Thomas Allen Bruce, CStJ, FSA Scot
Holly Springs, GA

High Commissioner
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot
Colorado Springs, CO 80919

At-Large
Thomas Allen Bruce, CStJ, FSA Scot
Holly Springs, GA

California
Roger Kelly
985 Portola Dr.
San Francisco, CA 94127

Northeast
Charles F. Bruce, III
15 Clinton St
Portland, Me 04104

Oklahoma
MarLo Alexander
4781 Dartmouth Dr. S.E.
Bartlesville, OK 74006

Colorado
Seth Bruce
1808 Tyler Ave.
Longmont, CO 80501
zombibrus@msn.com

Texas
John Carlisle, FSA Scot
Plano, TX

Upper Mid-West
William P. Bruce, FSA Scot
Minneapolis, MN

Southeast
Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot
Roswell, GA

Australia Representative
Christopher R. Bruce
29 George St.
Greenwich, Sidney, NSW
Australia 2065
debruis@tpg.com.au

Deputy Commissioner
Don Bruce, FSA Scot
Stillwater, MN 55082
Virginia
Gerald Cousins, Sr.
144 Hazelwood Dr.
Aylet, VA 23009
4uskins@hughes.net

The role of Commissioner is not directly affiliated with Family of Bruce International. It is a designation as a
representative of the Name of Bruce as authorized by the Chief or under his delegated authority.
Chief’s Personal Representative and Honorary Member - Duncan A. Bruce, FSA Scot
The
Editor
Blue Lion – Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot
Webmaster – Thomas B. Bruce
Family of Bruce International is a non-profit organization established to create and promote kinship amongst its family members and to encourage
interest in the Family of Bruce and its history. Membership is open to persons interested in their Scottish heritage and especially those who qualify
by surname, by descent, or by recognized septs:
Carlisle, Carruthers, Crosby, Randolph, and Stenhouse. It is the only such organization
recognized by the hereditary chief of the Name of Bruce, The Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine.
Mission Statement: “To promote, honor, and preserve our Scottish and Bruce heritage by sponsoring activities, events, scholarships, and continual
communication through the newsletter and website. We will therefore, provide educational information, tributes to our history and ancestors, and
thereby attract Bruces and Septs into the enjoyment and celebration of our familial relationships.

Crest*: A lion statant with tail extended azure, armed and langued gules.
Arms*: Or, a saltire and chief gules, on a canton argent a lion rampant azure.
Motto: Fuimus – We have been.
* The Crest and Arms belong to the Chief and can only be used by him.
The

Use of the Crest surrounded by a buckled belt is acceptable.
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According to the Scottish Tartans Authority, there are over 5,000 registered tartans. The most
common of the Bruce tartan is the Modern and the Ancient. The design is the same but the “Modern”
is brighter due to modern dyes and the “Ancient” more muted. There is also a Bruce Tartan named
for James Bruce of Kinnaird who explored parts of Africa and the Mediterranean in the 18th Century.

___

EXAMPLES OF BRUCE TARTANS

Family of Bruce International, Inc.
1495 Jones Road
Roswell, GA 30075

BRUCE MODERN

The

BRUCE ANCIENT
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BRUCE OF KINNAIRD MODERN

BRUCE OF KINNAIRD ANCIENT

