
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

        

 

 
 

On October 18, 2008 the Annual General 

Meeting and Election of Officers and Board 
Members was held at the Stone Mountain 
Games.    Officers and Board Members are 

elected for two-year terms and the At-Large 
and Ex-officio members are for one year.     

The Family of Bruce International is 
incorporated in the State of Texas and is a 
non-profit organization.   Due to the tenacity 

and due diligence of John Carlisle, all of the 
final approvals of the 501(c)(3) status were 

finalized in 2008.    John has led FOBI well in 
the past, and the Officers and Board of 
Directors truly thank John for his service to the 

organization.       
 

    
Pictured from left to right:  Richard Bruce – High 

Commissioner; Deb Bruce Gottlieb – Operations Officer; 

Polly Bruce Tilford – Secretary; William Bruce – President; 

Steve Bruce – Treasurer; Don Bruce – Vice President; 

Thomas Allen Bruce – Lt. to the Chief and At-Large-

Board Member.  Not pictured is John Carlisle – Past 

President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new Officers and Board of Directors are 

as follows:    

� William P. Bruce – President 
� Donald Bruce – Vice President 

� Polly Bruce Tilford – Secretary 
� Steven E. Bruce – Treasurer 

� Deborah Bruce Gottlieb – Operations 
Officer 

� John W. Carlisle – Past President  

� Thomas Allen Bruce – Lt to the Chief (ex-
officio) and At Large Board Member 

� Richard Bruce – High Commissioner (ex-
officio)  

  

 

    
Family of Bruce President Inauguration Ceremony 

Steve Bruce holds a replica of the great sword of King 

Robert the Bruce.  Others in the picture are Richard 

Bruce, Rex Bruce, William Bruce, Thomas Allen Bruce, 

and Don Bruce holding the armorial banner of  

Thomas Allen Bruce  
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Dear Family Dear Family Dear Family Dear Family ————    
     I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you 

for the confidence and trust you have placed in me by 

electing me as your new president.  I have the benefit 

of Rex, Allen, Richard and John, all being just a phone 

call away, to advise and assist me should I need them, 

and I know that I can count on all of the rest of you for 

support as well.   

     We got home from Georgia (the Monday afternoon 

after the Stone Mountain event) on a thankfully 

uneventful flight on a Delta airplane which badly 

needed new foam in the seat cushions.  Despite certain 

numb portions of our anatomy, we agreed that the 

SMHG weekend goes all too fast and that spending 

time with the members of our Bruce family was certainly 

the best part of it all.  We are already planning for next 

year – and thinking seriously about spending an extra 

couple of days to experience more of Georgia and the 

Bruce’s who live there.  I am absolutely convinced that 

we have the very best people in our organization and in 

our leadership that any family could possibly have.  I 

am grateful to all of you for your kinship and friendship, 
and I sincerely hope that we will all continue to live in 

the respect and trust we have for one another.   

     There are several things that I want you know, and 

do not want taken for granted, so I have decided to 

make them clear through the means of written 

communication. 

1. I am absolutely loyal to the Name & Family of 

Bruce, and am totally in accord with the words Lord 

Elgin has given us in the way of a vision statement for 

FOBII.   

2. I am convinced that we have as chief, a man 

whose integrity, wisdom, vision and passion for the 

family is beyond question, and that he personifies for us 

what a true Bruce should be.  As an American, I have 

had little experience with traditional “nobility” in the 

sense in which it is understood in the UK.  However, I 

have no reservation in referring to Lord Elgin as true 

nobility in every way I do understand.  In a very real 

sense, he is “father/patriarch” to our larger Bruce family, 

a true gentleman in whom we may take pride and from 

whom we may take wise instruction.  In 2006, many of us 

experienced first hand his generosity (and that of his 
immediate family) as we participated in the events of 

the celebration of the 700th anniversary of the 

coronation of King Robert.  As a professional educator, I 

recognized immediately the consideration and care 

he/they gave to make it one of the most wholly 

palatable educational experiences which could 

possibly have been designed.  It was a success beyond 

what any of us could have imagined.  Few 

families/clans can claim to be as fortunate as we are in 

the person of our chief. 

I am committed to our family organization and pledge 

that I will do all in my power to promote and strengthen  

 

 

that organization during my tenure in office.  To that 

end I intend to communicate with you all on a frequent 

basis, and be open and accessible to you and respond 

as best I am able to your questions, suggestions and 

comments.  I want you all to understand that I have no 

hidden agenda and that I intend to be absolutely 

transparent as I work with you to achieve the goals and 

promise of FOBII.  (william@familyofbruce.org)  

4. I know from personal experience that the officers 

and board members of FOBII are all persons of 
unimpeachable character and integrity and that they 

are all absolutely loyal to the family and are at least as 

committed to its goals and future as I am.  One of many 

positive characteristics that they share is that they are 

all absolutely trustworthy.  For an organization such as 

ours, that is an essential characteristic and is instructive 

for me as I begin my tenure in office.   

     We are not merely another not for profit corporation 

with tax exempt status, however important it may be to 

be that.  We are family.  That, potentially, can be our 

greatest strength – but only if we both guard and 

nurture it.  I grew up in a family setting where everyone 

spoke the truth to one another, whether pleasant or 

disturbing, and did so clearly and without regard to 

what some call “feelings”.  This was possible, and it 

worked very well, because all of what was said and 

done was in the context of love and caring and all 

knew that to be the case.  As a child, my feelings never 

“got hurt” when I was scolded by an adult family 

member.  That was both because I was only scolded 

when I deserved it (all too often I am afraid), and also 

because I knew from my earliest moments that it was 
done because they loved me and had my best 

interests at heart.  This may not work in all families, but it 

certainly did in mine.  As we work together to further the 

“best interest” of our larger Family of Bruce, let us all 

remember to do so with both honesty and respect, with 

words which are both clear and free of hidden 

agenda.  Let us keep reminding ourselves that in our 

FOBII organization we can care for one another within 

its context and really be a family in every good and 

healthy way.   
 

 Yours aye, 

  William              

 
Phyllis and William P. Bruce
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Canmore Highland Games –  
Calgary, Canada  August 31 

The Honourable Alexander Bruce, son of Lord and 

Lady Elgin, was the honored guest at the 

Canmore Highland Games in Calgary, Canada.   

Alexander Bruce also hosted a Scotch tasting 

event of Adelphi’s Distillery limited edition scotch.   

The fundraising event benefited the Canadian 

Friends of Scotland Foundation and the Three 

Sisters Scottish Festival Society.  The event was 

held on board a Canadian Pacific Railway steam 

train, The Empress.    

 

Longs Peak Scottish Games – 
 Estes Park Colorado September 4-7 
High Commissioner and Games Host – 

Richard Bruce 
The Estes Park Colorado games were a great 

success and many Bruces visited the tent and a 

number of new members joined!!! 

 

Indiana Highland Games – Columbus, 
Indiana September 13-14 

Games Host – Polly Tilford 
The Indiana Highland Games and Scottish Festival  

was held on June 14th at Fort Wayne, Indiana.  It 

was enjoyed by four Family of Bruce International 

members - Harold Ingalsbe, Polly Tilford, Robert 

Crowe, and Robert Beecher. 
 

Northeast South Dakota Celtic Faire – 
Aberdeen, SD  September 20 

Midwest Commissioner and Games Host – 

William Bruce 
Early in the summer of 2008, news was received of 

a new event to be held in the city of Aberdeen, 

South Dakota.  As it is my policy to encourage 

other Scots in the efforts to promote Scottish 

culture, we decided to attend and bring our full 

BRUCE hospitality/interpretive display to the event.  

Although the event was on a much smaller scale 

than any of the other events we attend, it was 

very well run and we were warmly received.  I 

believe I met almost as many people and 

answered almost as many questions as at other 

events.  We will be back to South Dakota in 2009. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Charleston, SC – Boone Hall Plantation 
September 20 Games Host – Boone McKoy 

 
From right to left:   Boone McKoy with grandsons 

Micah Stachelek and Whitt Russell 

 

Tulsa Oklahoma Games  
September 20 

Oklahoma Commissioner and Games 

Host – MarLo Alexander 

              
MarLo Alexander (on right) leads the way with her 

 Mother, Libby Underwood, and her daughter, Sadie, in the 

tartan parade 

 

Loch Lomond Highland Games  
October 4 

California Commissioner and Games Host – 

Roger Kelly 
Roger Kelly and his family participated in the Loch 

Lomond Games and greeted many new Bruces 

and also had a very nice meeting with the 

Cumming Clan.    
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Stone Mountain Highland Games  

October 20 

Southeast Commissioner and Games Host 

– Deborah Bruce Gottlieb 

 
The 2008 Stone Mountain Highland Games was 

the setting for another wonderful gathering of the 

Family of Bruce International.     The weather was 

incredible and our Bruce gathering included 

members from across the country.    The day 

started out well with Steve & Bonnie Bruce and 

Ken & Sue Bruce coming out very early to set up.   

A big THANK YOU!!!  At 1pm we had our Annual 

General Meeting which was well attended.    

� William Bruce called the meeting to order.    
� Allen Bruce sent greetings from Lord Elgin.    
� A greeting from John Carlisle who was not 

able to attend the meeting was read.    
� Polly Bruce Tilford read the meeting minutes of 

the 2007 AGM and they were approved.   
� Steve Bruce made a Treasurer’s Report.     

� Deb Gottlieb presented an overview of the 

proposed By-Law changes and its effects on 

the election to be held at the meeting.  The 

ByLaw changes were voted on and 

approved.   The key change was that the 

President and Vice President elections would 

occur on even years and the Secretary, 

Treasurer, and Operations Officer elections 

would be held on odd years.    

� William Bruce presented the nominations for 

the election of the Secretary (Polly Bruce 

Tilford), Treasurer (Steven E. Bruce), and 

Operations Officer (Deborah Bruce Gottlieb).     

To enforce the By Law changes, these officer 

positions are for 1 year  and will come up for 

election again in 2009 to put it on the ongoing 

2 year election schedule.   

� William Bruce presented the nomination for 

the 1 year term for the At-Large Board 

Member (Thomas Allen Bruce).    

� Richard Bruce presented the nominations for 

the 2 year term for President (William P. Bruce) 

and Vice President (Donald Bruce).    

� William and Don Bruce named Rex Bruce an 

honorary Minnesota Scot and presented him 

with a Minnesota Scots Badge.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

� A discussion was held with a representative 

from the  Glasgow Kentucky Highland Games.   

The Family of Bruce will be the Honored Clan 

at the 2009 event on May 28-31.     
 

 
Family of Bruce International Group Picture at the  

2008 Stone Mountain Highland Games 

 

 
Allen Bruce extending wishes from Lord Elgin at the AGM 

 

 
Richard, Rex, William, and Allen after the 

swearing in ceremony 
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Bonnie, Steve, Phyllis, and William Bruce at Stone Mountain 

Games 

 

The Annual Family of Bruce Dinner was held in a 

private room on Saturday evening at Aldo’s Italian 

Restaurant.    About 35 attended the dinner and 

we truly had a great time! 

 
The Bruce Family relaxes at the Annual Dinner 

 

Richmond Highland Games and  

Celtic Festival – Richmond, Virginia  
October 25-26 

Games Host – Jay Cousins 

 
The Richmond Games Family of Bruce 

International tent was hosted by Jay Cousins and 

his mother and father Debbie and Gerald Cousins.   

The tent and hosts were awarded the 2008 Chris 

Garrett Memorial Celtic Spirit Award.     Jay 

Cousins also presented the 2008 National Scottish 

Fiddle award which the Family of Bruce 

International sponsored.  (see page 13 under 

Charitable Contributions for more information on 

this award).   

 

 

 

 

 
Judith Wallace Garrett (left) presents the Chris Garrett Clan 

Memorial Celtic Spirit Award to Debbie Cousins 

 

Charles F. Bruce, III –  

Northeast Commissioner 

 
 

Saint Andrews Burns Night Dinner  

 
Representing the Bruces at the Minnesota Saint Andrews Burns 

Night Dinner are:   Front row left to right:  Stephanie, Shelby, 

Kathy, Dorothy, Phyllis.  Back row left to right:  Andy, Charlie, 

Don, William.
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Family of Bruce International, Inc.  

Who and What We Are 
 

The Family of Bruce is one of the approximately 

one hundred and twenty clans/families/houses 

recognized by the Lyon Court, which is the 

Scottish authority for ceremonial and protocol.  

These represent the most historically and culturally 

significant relationship groups in that ancient land.  

Family of Bruce International, as the Clan Society 

representing the Family of Bruce in the United 

States, Canada and Australia, is committed to 

protecting and preserving the history and culture 

of Scotland, specifically as it relates to the Name 

and Family of Bruce.  We are legally incorporated 

in the State of Texas, and have been granted 

501c3 “not for profit” status by the Internal 

Revenue Service.  We recognize Sir Andrew Bruce, 

the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, as our Chief, the 

37th in an unbroken line of Chiefs of the Name and 

Family of Bruce.  Lord Elgin is a Knight of the Most 

Ancient and Most Noble Order of the Thistle, the 

senior Order of Chivalry in Scotland.  Our various 

activities include representing the family at 

Scottish Highland Games and other Scottish 

events.  We provide scholarships related to 

Scottish studies, and awards to those who show 

proficiency in various, Scottish related, music, 

dance, and other competitions.  A high quality 
sixteen page newsletter, “TheTheTheThe Blue LionBlue LionBlue LionBlue Lion”, is 

published at least three times per year containing 

news about our membership and articles which 

are instructive in the history of our family and 

Scottish history and culture generally.  We have an 

extensive web site www.familyofbruce.org  which 

provides both our membership and the general 

public a treasury of information about our family.  

We are indeed a family.  Virtually all of us who 

carry the surname of Bruce are, in fact, blood kin, 

although in most cases distantly so.  In addition, 

there are five “septs” (related families) of Bruce, 

linked to us in ancient times by marriage.  They are 

Carlisle, Carruthers, Crosbie, Randolph and 

Stenhouse.  We currently have approximately four 

hundred memberships (both life and regular), all 

of which can be “family” memberships (prime 

member, spouse and children under eighteen 

years of age).  We estimate our total membership 

at roughly one thousand persons.  We are  

 

 

 

 

governed by carefully written and executed by-

laws which are readily available to both our 

membership and the general public.  Our 

governing board consists of eight persons who 

conduct both the essential day to day and long 

term business of the organization and make up 

the organization’s core leadership.  Monthly 

board meetings are held via conference call.  Our 

annual general business meeting is held in 

October at the Stone Mountain Highland Games 

in Georgia.   

 

Family of Bruce International –  

Planning For An Exciting 2009 
 
Looking back over the events of 2008, we 

certainly have a lot to celebrate.  Thank you to all 

of our members who have made 2008 a great 

year!!   

Many of our past successful events have been 

mentioned previously in this newsletter and will be 

used to plan for a great 2009.      

Attending highland games is always on the top of 

our list for activities.  For those that host the 

Games, meeting other family members and 

sharing our kinship is paramount, in addition to 

developing interest in our heritage and family.     

We also look to our members to share information 

to use in the newsletter or at the tents.     Each 

year we add to our collateral and we are 

acquiring quite a collection of biographies.   If you 

have some family historical stories to tell, please 

share!!! 

Lastly, it takes all of us to keep a successful 

society, so please consider volunteering or 

coming out to the Games especially with the 

children.   If a family member is involved in a 

Scottish activity, please share that information.    It 

is so much fun seeing the pictures of Heather 

Bruce in Denver dancing her heart out!!!    I’m sure 

we must have some pipers, fiddlers, dancers, or 

athletes out there!!!    Let’s celebrate their 

achievements too!!! 

 

Thank you to all and Happy New Year - 2009 
 

We Have Been.  We Are.  We Shall BeWe Have Been.  We Are.  We Shall BeWe Have Been.  We Are.  We Shall BeWe Have Been.  We Are.  We Shall Be 

 

 

Family of Bruce Family of Bruce Family of Bruce Family of Bruce InternationalInternationalInternationalInternational 
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CALIFORNIA – Roger Kelly  

April (date TBA) tentative – Sacramento Valley Scottish 

Highland Games & Festival – Yolo County Fair Grounds, 
Woodland www.yolocountyfair.com/scottish-games.html  

June (date TBA) – Highland Games & Celtic Gathering, 

Campbell –  www.campbellgames.com 

October (date TBA) – Loch Lomond Highland Games and 
Celtic Gathering – Felton 

www.lochlomondceltic.org/games.htm  

 

COLORADO – Richard Bruce 

August (date TBA) – Colorado Scottish Festival and Rocky 

Mountain Highland Games – Highlands Ranch 

www.scottishgames.org  
September 10-13 – Longs Peak Scottish/Irish Highland Festival – 

Estes Park www.scotfest.com 

 

GEORGIA – Deb Bruce Gottlieb 

June 13-14 – Blairsville Scottish Festival & Highland Games – 

Blairsville - www.blairsvillescottishfestival.org  
October 17-18 – Stone Mountain Highland Games 

www.smhg.org – Annual Meeting – 1pm and 

Annual Dinner at 6pm on Saturday!!   
 

INDIANA – Polly Tilford 

June 13 – Indiana Highland Games, Fort Wayne 

www.scottishsocietyftw.org/index.html 

September 12-13 – Columbus Highland Games, Columbus 

www.scottishfestival.org  
 

KENTUCKY – Polly Tilford  

May 28-31 Glasgow Highland Games, Glasgow 

www.glasgowhighlandgames.com   

FAMILY OF BRUCE INTERNATIONAL – HONORED CLAN 

 

MAINE – Charles F. Bruce III   

August 15 Maine Highland Games, Brunswick 

 www.mainehighlandgames.org  

 

MINNESOTA – William Bruce 

May 9 – Minnesota Scottish Fair & Highland Games, Eagan 
www.mnscottishfair.org 

 

NEW HAMPSHIRE – Charles F. Bruce III 

September 18-20 – New Hampshire Highland Games, Loon 

Mountain, Lincoln www.nhscot.org/  

 

NEW YORK –Nick Carrado and Ann E. Eldred  

August 8 – Central New York Scottish Games 
http://www.cnyscots.com/games.html  

 

NORTH CAROLINA – Deb Bruce Gottlieb 

July 9-12 – Grandfather Mountain Highland Games, Linville 

www.gmhg.org 
 

OKLAHOMA – MarLo Alexander 

September  19-20 – Oklahoma Scottish Games & Gathering, 

Tulsa www.tulsascottishgames.org 

 

OHIO – Kenneth Swank 

June 27 – Ohio Scottish Games www.ohioscottishgames.com  

 

 

 

 

SOUTH CAROLINA – Deb Bruce Gottlieb 

March 20-22 – Scottish Country Fair, Sumter, Boone McKoy 

www.freewebs.com/sumterscottishfair/  

June 5-6 – Greenville Scottish Festival, Furman University 
www.greenvillegames.org  

September  19 date to be confirmed – Charleston Scottish 

Games & Highland Gathering, Charleston, Boone McKoy 

www.charlestonscots.org 
 

SOUTH DAKOTA – William Bruce  

September 19 – North East South Dakota Celtic Faire &  

       Games, Aberdeen, South Dakota 

       www.nesdcelticfaire.com/  
 

TEXAS – John Carlisle 

May 16-17 – Houston Highland Games & Scottish Festival, 

Houston www.houstonhighlandgames.com 

June 5-7 – Texas Scottish Festival & Highland Games, Arlington 

www.texasscottishfestival.com 
 

VIRGINIA – Deb Bruce Gottlieb 

September (date TBA) tentative –  Virginia Scottish Games –  

Great Meadow, Plains –  Games Host Needed  

www.vascottishgames.org 
October 24-25 date to be confirmed – Richmond Highland 

Games and Celtic Festival – www.richmondceltic.com   

Jay Cousins 

 

WASHINGTON –  

July 25-26 – 63RD Annual Pacific Northwest Scottish Highland 
Games & Clan Gathering, Enumclaw Tentative – Bruce tent 

Host Needed  www.sshga.org/  

 

WISCONSIN –  William Bruce 

September 5-7 – Wisconsin Scottish Fair, (Waukesha Expo 
Center – Waukesha, Wisconsin)  FOBII will have a 

hospitality/interpretive tent. 
 

OTHER EVENTS in 2009:   
February 14-15:  Minnesota Scottish Ramble (Landmark Center 

– Saint Paul)  William Bruce will be a program 

presenter. 

April 25:  FOBII Upper Mid-west Members Regional Gathering at 
the home of Don and Kathy Bruce in Stillwater, MN 

Tartan Day: 

April 4 – Minnesota Tartan Day Cooperative – events to be 

announced.    
For those with internet access, please check website  

www.tartanday.org for a celebration location near 

you.    
Minnesota Coalition of Scottish Clans – Four meetings plus 

events each year    

 

    
Celebrate the 250Celebrate the 250Celebrate the 250Celebrate the 250thththth    

Anniversary of the birth Anniversary of the birth Anniversary of the birth Anniversary of the birth 
of Robert Burnsof Robert Burnsof Robert Burnsof Robert Burns    
January 25January 25January 25January 25, 2009, 2009, 2009, 2009    
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John Bruce, General Federal Judge 

Airth, Scotland 

Keokuk, Iowa 

Montgomery, Alabama 
By Maggie Tinsman 

 

John Bruce, my great grandfather, was 
the fifth child of James Bruce and Margaret 
Liddlell and was born on February 16, 1832.  

Eight years old when he came from Scotland 
with his family to Ohio, John grew to be a man 
with great leadership skills and purposeful 

ambition.  After graduating from college, he 
became a lawyer in Keokuk, Iowa.  When the 
Civil War broke out, he responded to the call of 
President Lincoln and organized the 19th Infantry 

Regiment from Keokuk and immediately was 
made Captain.  He served under General 
Grant and was involved in Mississippi and with 

the taking of Mobile.  During the war he was 
promoted to Major, Colonel and finally 
Brigadier General at the close of the war.  His 
heart and soul were in the Union cause.  At the 

end of the war, he mustered out his men in 
Davenport, Iowa at Ft. McClellan.  On July 3, 
1865, he addressed his soldiers saying the 

following (edited version): 

“Fellow Soldiers, officers, and men of the 19th 

Iowa Volunteer Infantry:   On the eve of 
separation, it is perhaps no more than proper 

that I should address to you a few parting 
words.  We have been together for three long 
eventful years – years of surpassing interest in 
the history of our country and of the world.  

Inspired by a common patriotic impulse, we 
joined hands on the altar of our country; and 
common sufferings, sacrifices, and dangers 

have united us in the affectionate memory of 
the heart.  You have borne yourselves well in 
the great struggle. 
You return from the victorious fields of the 

Republic, conscious of having done your part in 
bearing aloft the banner of your country's 
nationality, and planting it upon every hill and 

valley throughout the land.  You will receive the 
congratulations of your friends, and a grateful 
country will not forget your services.   

 

 

 

 

Go, then, my comrades, put off the 
panoply of war, and enter the pursuits of 
peaceful industry; prove yourselves good 

citizens, as you have good soldiers. 

Forget not the principles for which you 
have victoriously contended; and for preserved 

life, health, and good government, forget not 
the debt of gratitude due to Almighty God 

God bless you and grant you long life 
and health.  May home soon gladden your 

eyes and cheer your hearts, and may domestic 
happiness meet you smiling at your gates.” 

In April 1870, he married Anna J. Hamill in 

Keokuk, Iowa, daughter of a prominent family in 
Keokuk.  Soon after the war, General John 
Bruce went south to Wilcox County, in 
Alabama, as he was attracted by the climate 

and natural resources of the state.  He was 
elected to the state legislature in 1872-74, was 
Chairman of the Ways and Means Committee, 
and was re-elected.  But on February 27, 1875, 

he was appointed Judge of the United States 
District Court of Alabama by President Grant.  
Living among people whom he had helped 

defeat a few years ago was, in deed, difficult, 
for he had a great deal of prejudice and ill-
feelings to overcome. 

 “Judge Bruce went on to dispense 

justice in his court with so much tact, wisdom, 
and impartiality tempered with mercy, that he 
gradually won the confidence and the esteem 

of the people,” according to James Wallace.  
He and his wife had four children, three who 
survived, one being my grandmother Margaret 
Isabel Bruce, my namesake. 

Judge Bruce had a great reverence for 
the Constitution of the United States and for the 
people of this country, which he reiterated in a 

speech at the 25th Reunion of the 19th Infantry 
at Keokuk, Iowa in 1890.  In part of his speech, 
he said, “It is a matter of congratulation that we 
have lived to see the day when victors and 

vanquished are beginning to see eye to eye, 
and agree as to the matters of government 
which so long imperiled the safety of the 

Union.” 
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Heather Bruce Continues to Win  

Trophies at Scottish Dancing 

      
Heather accepts her               Heather in the Highland Fling 

1st place trophy                                       competition 

 

Heather Bruce won her first dance trophy at the 

McPherson Festival in McPherson, Kansas on 

September 27, 2008.  She placed 1st in Sword, 1st 

in Seann Truibhas, 1st in Lilt, and 4th in Fling.  That 

earned her the 1st place trophy for 9-and-under 

Beginners.  There was a class of nine dancers.  It 

was worth the long drive to central Kansas from 

Denver!  Thanks for all the good wishes from the 

Family of Bruce -- Heather worked extra hard all 

through the competition season, and it finally paid 

off. 

 

Southern Indiana Pipes and Drums 
FOBI Members Polly Bruce Tilford and John Tilford 

participate in the Southern Indiana Pipes and 

Drums.   Also in the picture is FOBI Member Mr. 

Edward Hutton.    

 
Left to right:  Ully Morrison, Polly Bruce Tilford, Ed Hutton, Clancy 

Clements, Nathan Whitney,  and  John Tilford 

 

 

 

Norma Bruce Celebrates 80th Birthday!! 
The following Family of Bruce International 

members, along with several friends and 

family, helped Norma Bruce celebrate her 80th 

birthday January 14th. 

 
From left to right:  John Tilford, Ben Bruce, Polly Tilford, Norma 

Bruce, Rex Bruce, Aaron Tilford, and Carole Lettelleir 

  

Welcome to Aurora Mary Bennett Bruce 
Chris and Michaela Bruce of Australia would like 

to introduce their new little girl to our Family 

members all over the world  

 
Aurora Mary Bennett Bruce 

Born 23 September 2008 

 

Flowers of the Forest 

Mrs. Thelma M. Bruce Richeson of Florida  recently 

passed away.  She was a long time life member of 

Bruce International.    
 

Audrey Margaret Bennett Bruce of Australia 
Born 23 September 2008/Died 21 November 2008 

 
"While her time was short 

she was deeply loved and always will be missed" 
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Bruce OriginsBruce OriginsBruce OriginsBruce Origins        
 

Claims of Direct Descent  

From King Robert I 
 

Thomas Allen Bruce, CStJ, FSA Scot 
Lieutenant to the Chief of the  

Name & Family of Bruce 
 

     All of us who man the tents at Scottish 
Games have heard, “I’m a direct 

descendant of King Robert the Bruce” many 
times, usually several times from spectators at 

each event we attend. 

     If questioned, the person saying this will 
often reveal that someone in their family told 

them that they descended from the famous 
Hero King, and they usually are aware of no 

further/better proof than that. 

     King Robert I lived from 1274 to 1329, and 
married twice.  His daughter from his first 

marriage, Marjorie, became the mother of 
the Stewart line of Kings when she married 

Walter Stewart.  From King Robert’s second 
marriage were born two boys and two girls.  
One of the boys died young, and the other 

succeeded his father as King David II.  David 
II had no children of his own.   From that, it is 
obvious that there are no male line 

descendants of King Robert I; the succession 
to the Scottish Crown passed to the grandson 

of King Robert, through his daughter Marjory. 

     Robert the Bruce had several illegitimate 
children, but there are no descendants of 

these persons living today.  Therefore, in order 
to actually be a descendant of King Robert 

the Bruce, one must descend from one of his 
daughters.   

     That is not to say that there are no Bruces 

who are descendants of Robert I.  For 
example, several branches of the Bruce 

family, in later years, married distant cousins 
who were descended from the Royal Stewart 
line.   

     Of course, the only way to be certain that 
one is a descendant of a figure from the past 
is to have a pedigree starting with yourself  

 

 

 

 

and going all the way back to that person.  It 

is very difficult to prove a line of descent 
back to a person who lived in the 14th 
Century; in many cases, there are no records 

of anyone who was not a land owner. 

     Over the years I have often received long 

pedigrees in the mail purporting to prove 
descent from Robert I.  Most of these make 
the elementary mistake of assuming that 

Robert II is the son of Robert I because of the 
subsequent numerals.  In fact, Robert II was 
the grandson of Robert I through his daughter 

Marjorie. 

     King David II, in the words of the original 

charter, gave his “close blood cousin” the 
ancient Royal lands of Clackmannan, and 
this line has represented the Chiefship of the 

Family of Bruce ever since.  We do not know 
exactly what the relationship between this 

cousin and the King was, but it is certain that 
the King and his advisors knew who was the 
senior Bruce after the King himself.  All of the 

extant Bruce families today are offshoots of 
the Clackmannan line, and therefore, though 

there are some likely guesses, no Bruce can 
prove descent any further back in the male 
line than the first Baron of Clackmannan.  

     The popularity of genealogy in recent 
years has caused many spurious genealogies 
to be published; besides the old pedigrees 

going back to the Adam of Genesis fame, I 
have also seen lines purporting to 

demonstrate descent from Ramses II and 
Lady Godiva, to name two of many.  

     An honest pedigree that goes back to a 

genuine seventeenth or eighteenth century 
ancestor is much more interesting, and likely 

much more authentic, than any account 
claiming to demonstrate connections to an 
earlier ancestor, with no documented proofs. 
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TravelTravelTravelTravel    
 

2009 Bruce Events in Scotland 
 

The Gathering 2009 is a Scottish Clan 

heritage event in Edinburgh.  The event will be 

held at Holyrood Park, Edinburgh, Saturday 25th & 

Sunday 26th July 2009.  More information on The 

Gathering can be accessed through 

www.thegathering2009.com or by mail to:   The 

Gathering 2009 Ltd, 27 Queen Charlotte Street, 

Edinburgh, EH6 6AX, Great Britain.      

There will be a Bruce tent at The Gathering 

that will be shared with Family of Bruce, the 

Dunfermline Trust, and the Strathleven Artisans.   

Lord Elgin is a Patron of all three organizations.  

The Strathleven Artisans is an interesting group of 

local citizens who are deeply entranced with the 

history and the life and times of King Robert I.    

In addition, Lord Elgin has provisionally 

booked buses for a one to two day tour after The 

Gathering event.   The tour would potentially 

include visits to Annandale, Galloway, and the 

Vale of Leven, and Dumbarton where King Robert 

I spent the last years of his life.     Some of the more 

well known sites of battles will be included.      

At this time, exact dates of the tour are not 

finalized, but they would most likely be a few days 

after the Gathering Event.   If you find the Bruce 

Tour of interest, please let Deb Gottlieb know at 

deb@familyofbruce.org or at 1495 Jones Road, 

Roswell, Georgia 30075 so she can keep you 

updated.     
 

Finding a Bruce in Aruba 
by Don Bruce 

 

 My wife Kathy, my son Charley, his 

girlfriend Shelby, and a number of my wife’s 

relatives went on a Caribbean cruise over 

Thanksgiving, 2008.  One of our stops was Aruba, 

an island located just 19 miles off the coast of 

Venezuela.  We had planned to go snorkeling 

there, but the bad weather and rough seas 

changed those plans.  Instead, we decided to 

take a tour of the island.  We had nothing 

arranged so went out on the pier to see what we 

could find.  I talked to a very nice gentleman 

named Bryson and he directed us to his minivan.  

Kathy, Charley, Shelby and I were joined there by 

Bryson and a lovely woman named Nina.  Nina 

was to be our tour guide.  I did not recognize her 

accent, but since Aruba is a Dutch island, I was  

 

 

guessing it was Dutch.  I asked her where she was 

from and she said, “I’m from Scotland.”  I told her 

about our involvement in things Scottish and told 

her our last name was Bruce.  She exclaimed, “So 

was mine!”  It turns out her full maiden name was 

Nina Anne Bruce.  She had lived on Aruba with 

her husband for the past 10 years.  She was born 

in Torphins in Aberdeenshire and was raised at 

Crathes Castle, one of our stops on the tour with 

Lord Elgin in 2006.  Her father had been in charge 

of the castle for the National Trust and they lived 

right on the grounds of the castle.  Nina’s accent 

is somewhat hidden now as she speaks about 5 

different languages. 

 I told her that I wanted to get her picture 

with us for The Blue Lion, which she was happy to 

do.  We told Nina that, despite the weather, we 

really like Aruba and wanted to return and spend 

more time there.  She promised that on our return 

she would give us a tour of the rest of the island, 

including the pink sand beaches on the other 

side.  I have been emailing with her since we 

returned and promised I would get her a copy of 

The Blue Lion.  I also directed her to our website 

and I am hoping she will become a member of 

Family of Bruce International.  I am sure she would 

be glad to meet and show Aruba to any other 

Bruces who travel there.  Her name now is Nina 

Bryson and her business is called Sunflower Tours.  

What a wonderful surprise on our trip! 

 

 
In the photo from left to right:  Charley Bruce, Don 

Bruce, Kathy Bruce, Nina (Bruce) Bryson on the 

coast of Aruba 
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Charitable Operations Committee 2008 

By Don Bruce 
 

  2008 was a very important year for the 

committee, not so much for what we 

accomplished this year, but for what the year 

provided us for the future.  Getting our 501(c)(3) 

status in 2008 was a big step toward increasing 

our ability to raise more substantial money for 

charitable and philanthropic purposes. 

 In 2008, the committee made an award 

that we believe helped advertise and enhance 

the name of Bruce.  That award was for $300 to 

be used for the championship trophy at the 

National Scottish Fiddle Championships in 

Richmond Virginia.  We also approved an award 

of $50, again to get the Bruce name recognized, 

for a dance trophy to be given to the Premier 

level champion at the Minnesota Scottish Fair and 

Highland Games Highland dance competition 

(see September 2008 newsletter).  We also 

donated £100 to the Annan Bruce Statue Heritage 

Project to help pay for a statute of King Robert to 

be placed on the front of the Annan, Scotland, 

Town Hall. 

 We hope to be able to do more of these 

types of awards and donations in 2009, to expand 

our recognition and to become even better 

known as a Family that believes in sharing and 

helping.  The way for us to do that is for our Family 

members, and others who our members can 

appeal to, to donate to our charitable fund.  You 

can also remember FOBII in your will.  We ask that 

all members consider making a donation to FOBII 

in 2009, over and above your dues, to be used for 

charitable purposes.  Of course, because we are 

now a 501(c)(3) corporation, any charitable 

donation is tax deductible.  Please send your 

donations to Steve Bruce, our treasurer, and note 

that it is to be used for charitable purposes. 

 We also continue to look for members who 

are willing to serve on the Charitable Operations 

Committee.  If you are interested, please contact 

me by phone, 651-439-0495, or email at 

bruce1051@comcast.net. 
 
 

2008 National Scottish Fiddle Award 
On October 25, 2008 the 2008 U.S. National 

Scottish Fiddling Championship was held at the  

 

 

 

Richmond Highland Games.   The Family of Bruce 

International was the sponsor for the 1st Place  

Cash Award Trophy for the Open Competition 

also known as the Founders Award.     The winner 

of the award is Lydia Byard of Sherman, New York.   

 

 
Jay Cousins, FOBI Member and Bruce Tent Host 

 presents the 1st Place Award to Lydia Byard 

 

Annan Bruce Statue Heritage Project 
A statue of King Robert the Bruce will be erected 

at the Annan, Scotland City Hall in 2009.   The 

Annan area has strong ties with the Bruce Family 

and Lord Elgin is the Patron of the project.   A local 

artist will be commissioned to cast a statue in 

bronze.   More information to be published in 

future newsletters as the project develops.   The 

Family of Bruce International has recently made a 

donation of £100 to the project.  For more 

information please access  

www.brucestatueproject.org/  

 

  

    Annan City Hall                      Example of a statue to  

                                                       illustrate the location

Charitable ContributionsCharitable ContributionsCharitable ContributionsCharitable Contributions 
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 Committee UpdatesCommittee UpdatesCommittee UpdatesCommittee Updates        
    
Membership Committee –  

By Polly Tilford 
The Family of Bruce International warmly 

welcomes new members who have recently 

joined!!!    

 
“Ceud Mile Faile”“Ceud Mile Faile”“Ceud Mile Faile”“Ceud Mile Faile”    

(One hundred Thousand Welcomes)(One hundred Thousand Welcomes)(One hundred Thousand Welcomes)(One hundred Thousand Welcomes)    

 

NEW MEMBERS: 
 

CALIFORNIA:   William H. Bruce, Jr., Julie 

Goldsworth 

COLORADO:   Michael Bruce, Jr., John Bruce, 

Jim Bruce, Rodger Bruce, Joe 

Sharmer, Carol E. Lazell, Sharon Sheets 

OHIO:  Dr. Nadine Bruce 

MINNESOTA:   Andrew Robert Bruce, Charles 

Edward Bruce 

NEW YORK:  Adam J. Bruce, Aaran Tilford 

TENNESSEE:  Rebecca Carlisle Bumgardner 

UTAH:  Michael Bruce Dougherty 

VIRGINIA:   Kim Dean 

 

NEW LIFE MEMBERS: 
       CALIFORNIA:  Christina Walley 

       GEORGIA:  Benjamin H. Bruce 

       NEW YORK:  Grace Miller (celebrated 100th 

birthday in September 2008 – thank you 

Grace)!! 

 

As of December 30, the total number of Family of 

Bruce Members are 384.  Of that 160 are Life 

Members and 224 are Annual Members.   Thank 

you Members for your support!!!! 
 

Genealogy – Thomas B. Bruce 
To learn more go to www.brucefamily.com.   

 

Website – Thomas B. Bruce 

Please provide any feedback or suggestions on 

website content to Thomas@familyofbruce.org.    

 
 

 

 

 
Note from the Editor of     The The The The Blue LionBlue LionBlue LionBlue Lion –  

Deb Gottlieb 
Thanks to those who have provided input and 

feedback about the newsletter!  Because this is a 

family newsletter, your input is extremely valuable.    

If you wish to receive the newsletter in color via 

email rather than by black/white paper, please 

contact Deb Gottlieb.    

 
THE DEADLINE FOR INPUT TO THE  

MAY 2009 ISSUE IS APRIL 15, 2009!! 

 

ANNUAL MEMBER REMINDER 
 

January 1, 2009 is when the 2009 dues are 

payable to  Family of Bruce International, Inc.   

Dues checks for $25 should be sent to:   

  

Polly Bruce Tilford, FOBI Secretary 

5561 East Earl Young Road  

Bloomington, IN   47408 
     

CHANCE OF A LIFE TIME OPPORTUNITIES!!! 
 

Calling on all Family of Bruce 

International Members!!!! 
 

� Come celebrate your Scottish heritage by 

participating in your local games.  See list on 

page 7.    

� Come to a Family of Bruce Tent or event in 

your area.    You can contact an Officer and 

or Commissioner in your area to find out 

about more local events and happenings.  

Come on by and sit, help, and march with 

us!! 

� Inform us of Scottish events or games you 

think would be of interest.   

� Let us know what other ideas you have for 

Family of Bruce events. 

Please send all comments or input to Deborah 

Bruce Gottlieb, 1495 Jones Road, Roswell, 

Georgia 30075.    Or email to  

  deb@familyofbruce.org.    
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MerchandiseMerchandiseMerchandiseMerchandise 

 

Merchandise for Sale 
Family of Bruce International offers several 

products for sale.   The proceeds are used to fund 

activities of the Family of Bruce International.  Most 

of these products are described on the FOBI 

website:  

http://www.familyofbruce.org/merch.htm.  

Merchandise can be ordered by sending a 

request and a check payable to Family of Bruce 

International, Inc. to: 

Mrs. Polly Bruce Tilford 

5561 Earl Young Road 

Bloomington, IN  47408  

 
DVD –  

The 700th Anniversary of The Enthronement of 

Robert Bruce.  The DVD contains footage of the 

events on Sunday, March 26, 2006.   You will hear 

the incredible music and an upfront view of the 

church service at St. John’s Kirk, and the 

Ceremony of Acclaim and events at Scone 

Palace.    The DVD is approx. two hours long. 

$21.00 ($20.00 + $1.00 shipping) 

Bruce Family History – DVD version. Family of Bruce 

Video was produced in 1974 by our Chief, the Earl 

of Elgin and Kincardine to mark the 700th 

anniversary of the birth of King Robert I.   This is a 

very fine exposition of the history of our Family, 

and should be in the collection of every Bruce.    

Also available as a VHS video   $21.00 ($20 + $1 

shipping) 

 

BOOKS –  

Duncan Bruce is a well-known author on Scottish 

events and people. Mr. Bruce is Lord Elgin’s 

Personal Representative in the United States.  

Books by Duncan A. Bruce include: 

 

The Scottish 100 – Portraits of History’s Most 

Influential Scots.   Signed copy -  $19.00 ($17 + $2 

shipping) 

 

The Great Scot – a novel of Robert the Bruce, 

Scotland’s Legendary Warrior King.  Signed copy - 

$27.00 ($25 + $2 shipping)  
 

The Elgins – 1766-1917 –  by Sydney Checkland.  

Period history of the Earls of Elgin, their families, 

and Broomhall.    $32.00 ($30 + $2 shipping) 

 

 

 

 

 

Rebel King Series – Book One – Hammer of the 

Scots, Book Two – The Har’ships, and Book Three – 

Bannock Burn –  by Charles Randolph Bruce & 

Carolyn Hale Bruce.    

www.rebelking.com 

Hardback - $31 ($29 + $2 shipping) 

Paperback - $22 ($20 + $2 shipping) 

     

 

SHIRTS –  

Green Bruce T-shirt with quote from the 

Declaration of Arbroath on the back.  Sizes Small 

to 3XL – $18.00 ($15 + $3 shipping) 

Black 700th Anniversary T-shirt with the 

Bannockburn King Robert statue.  Sizes Medium to 

2XL – $18.00 ($15 + $3 shipping) 

 

 

Polo Shirts with the Bruce name and the American 

and St. Andrews Flag.   Colors White, Dark Gray,   

Sizes – Small – XX-Large.   $28.00 ($25 + $3 

shipping) 

 
MISCELLANEOUS –  

Family of Bruce – 3”  Tartan Badge 

We have Been – We are – We Shall Be 

 

Included with a new membership/ $3.00 each for 

non-members/$2.00 for existing members 

 

Family of Bruce Note Cards & Bookmark – with 

Bruce Modern Tartan 
 

              
 

Cards $2.75 each with matching envelopes – 

 Heather (shown), Thistle, Scottie Dog  

 Christmas Cards – Piper (shown), Angel, & 

             Bell 

 

Bookmarks - $3.50 each 

 

NEW 

NEW 
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CommissionersCommissionersCommissionersCommissioners    
 

ChiefChiefChiefChief    
    

The Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, KT, LLD, DLitt, DL, JP 

Broomhall, Dunfermline, Scotland 
 

Crest*:  A lion statant with tail extended azure, armed and langued gules. 

Arms*:  Or, a saltire and chief gules, on a canton argent a lion rampant azure. 

Motto:  Fuimus – We have been. 
* The Crest and Arms belong to the Chief and can only be used by him.  Use of the Crest surrounded by a buckled belt is acceptable. 

Family of Bruce International OfficersFamily of Bruce International OfficersFamily of Bruce International OfficersFamily of Bruce International Officers, Board of Directors &, Board of Directors &, Board of Directors &, Board of Directors & Commissioners Commissioners Commissioners Commissioners 

OfficersOfficersOfficersOfficers & Board of Directors & Board of Directors & Board of Directors & Board of Directors 
President 

William P. Bruce, FSA Scot 
5556 27th Ave., So. 

Minneapolis, MN   55417-1934 

william@familyofbruce.org 

 

Vice President 

Don Bruce 
1051 Eagle Ridge Trail 

Stillwater, MN   55082 
don@familyofbruce.org  

Secretary 

Polly Bruce Tilford 
5561 Earl Young Rd., 

Bloomington, IN  47408 

polly@familyofbruce.org  

Treasurer 

Steven E. Bruce, FSA Scot 
5096 Whites Mill Dr. 

Gainesville, GA  30504 

Steve@familyofbruce.org 

 
Operations Officer 

Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA 

Scot 

1495 Jones Rd 

Roswell, GA   30075 
deb@familyofbruce.org 

Past President Board 

Member 

John Carlisle, FSA Scot 

3833 Stockport Drive 

Plano, TX  75025 
john@familyofbruce.org 

At-Large Board Member 

Thomas Allen Bruce, CStJ, FSA 

Scot 

P.O. Box 3993 

LaGrange, GA 30241 
tabruce@familyofbruce.org  

High Commissioner Board 

Member 

Richard Bruce, FSA Scot 

1870 Manning Way 

Colorado Springs, CO  80919 
Richard@familyofbruce.org  

 CommissionersCommissionersCommissionersCommissioners 
Lieutenant to the Chief 

Thomas Allen Bruce, CStJ, FSA Scot 
LaGrange, GA   

 

California 

Roger Kelly 
985 Portola Dr. 

San Francisco, CA  94127 

 

Southeast 

Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot  

Roswell, GA 
 

 

 

 

 

High Commissioner 

Richard Bruce, FSA Scot 
Colorado Springs, CO  80919 

 

Northeast 

Charles F. Bruce, III 
P.O. Box 805              

Gorham, Me 04038 

 

Texas 

John Carlisle, FSA Scot 

Plano, TX 

 

Australia Representative 

Christopher R. Bruce 

29 George St. 

Greenwich, Sidney, NSW 

Australia     2065 
debruis@tpg.com.au  

At-Large 

Rex A. Bruce 
880 Western Dr. 

Bloomington, IN  47403 

 

Oklahoma 

MarLo Alexander 

4781 Dartmouth Dr. S.E. 

Bartlesville, OK  74006 

 

Upper Mid-West 

William P. Bruce, FSA Scot 

Minneapolis, MN    
 

Don Bruce, Deputy Commissioner 

1051 Eagle Ridge Trail 

Stillwater, MN   55082 
 
 

 
 

The role of Commissioner is not directly affiliated with Family of Bruce International.  It is a designation as a 

 representative of the Name of Bruce as authorized by the Chief or under his delegated authority. 

 

Family of Bruce International is a non-profit organization established to create and promote kinship amongst its family 

members and to encourage interest in the Family of Bruce and its history.   Membership is open to persons interested in 

their Scottish heritage and especially those who qualify by surname, by descent, or by recognized septs:   Carlisle, 

Carruthers, Crosby,, Randolph, and Stenhouse.  It is the only such organization recognized by the hereditary chief of the 

Name of Bruce, The Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine.   

 

Chief’s Personal Representative and Honorary Member - Duncan A. Bruce, FSA Scot 

Editor 
TheTheTheThe

    Blue LionBlue LionBlue LionBlue Lion – Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot 

Webmaster – Thomas B. Bruce 
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Order of the Thistle Banners Displayed at 

Saint Giles Cathedral in Edinburgh 
 

The Most Ancient and Most Noble Order of the 

Thistle is an order of chivalry associated with 

Scotland.    The Order consists of Queen 

Elizabeth II, as the sovereign, and sixteen 

Knights and Ladies who are granted 

membership by the sovereign.    The Chapel of 

the Order is the Thistle Chapel which is part of 

St. Giles Cathedral on the Royal Mile in 

Edinburgh.    The armorial banners of the 

members of the Order are hung in the main 

cathedral.     

 
Lord Elgin is second to the Queen in seniority 

among the regular Thistle Knights.   Lord Elgin’s 

Armorial Banner is proudly displayed at the top 

left of the picture.    Other recognizable 

banners are those hung just below Lord Elgin’s.   
The red banner with the blue and white 

checkerboard pattern is of the Earl of 

Crawford and Balcarres (Chief of the 
Lindsays).    The blue banner behind it with the 

bear’s heads is that of the Robert Forbes-Leith.     

 


