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2014 
Extraordinary Year for 

the Family of Bruce International!! 

 
2014 picture from the Stone Mountain Highland Games 

From left to right- back row:    Allen Bruce, Rodney & Gerda Bruce, Richard & Andrea Bruce, Mr. James P. Bruce Reese, Taylor Ray, Phyllis Bruce,  
Steve & Bonnie Bruce, Rachel Richmond & Robert Bruce, Sue & Ken Bruce, Polly Bruce Tilford 

Front row:   Deb Bruce Gottlieb, William Bruce, Andy Bruce with son Hayden, Hayden’s grandparents - Don & Kathy Bruce, and Megan 
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President’s Message 
 
Dear Family — 

Of all of the experiences I had in Scotland 
over a two plus week period this summer, 
including all of the meaningful things which were 
pre-planned for us by Lord Elgin and his family, 
there is one that stands out above all the others, 
one which held more meaning for me than all of 
the other combined.  That was the service at 
Dunfermline Abbey where the victory, and most 
important, the magnanimity of King Robert I was 
affirmed in every nuance of that event.  It was 
clearly the most carefully planned and 
choreographed church service I have ever had 
the honor of participating in.  The particular 
success of King Robert and the Scots at 
Bannockburn was only the beginning of an 
impressive story, one which taught much which 
contemporary political leaders need to learn.  The 
lessons were made abundantly clear in the 
messages/points the Abbey service Lord Elgin 
planned illustrated.  My own role consisted of 
participation in the processional and then reading 
the Gospel lesson in the service itself.  This was not 
only a singular honor for me personally, but for all 
of FOBII.  The historic Bible, owned by yet another 
Bruce with the name of Robert, provided the 
Matthew 5:1-11 & 14 text.  This is the text 
commonly known as the Beatitudes in which, 
among much more, peacemakers are blessed 
and are described as the children of God.  The 
meaning of verse 14 which refers to the city set on 
a hill (which Dunfermline certainly is) was not lost 
on me and most other attendees. 

     You see, King Robert was not only the 
warrior often referred to as the first knight of 
Christendom, but was one of the most politically 
and morally astute peacemakers of his day.  There 
is no better proof of that assertion than to take a 
careful look at how he treated the huge numbers 
of both English and Scottish prisoners of war taken 
at Bannockburn.  Those who had treated him and 
Scotland with deception and betrayal were 
disposed of as all such must be, but those who 
had fought with honor were in turn honorably 
treated and eventually ransomed and/or 
pardoned.  Although viewed with alarm by some 
of his trusted advisors, this policy proved to be wise 
in terms of the newly won loyalty and, in certain 
notable cases, allegiance, which it generated. 

     
 
 

 
 In the seven hundred years that have passed 

since we became the recipients of King Robert’s 
example, I am forced to wonder just how much 
the politicians and world leaders in our own 
generation have learned from that example.  We 
must be aware of our history if we are to learn 
from it and correctly apply it in our own age.  I 
look with dismay at how many of our 
contemporary leaders seem to be ignorant of our 
history and compound our problems as a result of 
that ignorance.  VICTORY and then 
MAGNANIMITY is an important lesson to be 
learned.  It was well taught in the June 27th 
service, and I most sincerely trust that it was 
learned well by all present.  Wisdom is a hard 
earned characteristic, certainly exemplified by 
King Robert, and one to be earnestly sought by 
our contemporary leadership on both sides of the 
Atlantic. 
 
Kindest of regards to you all,  
William 
 

 
Photo Courtesy of Linda Lovejoy 
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2014 Scottish Games Held 
 

149th Scottish Highland Gathering 
and Games, Almeida, California 

August 30 – 31 
Joel Bruce Crow and Gayle Bruce 

 
 
 

This year’s Pleasanton games marked 
several improvements for our Bruce tent, not 
least of which was the arrival of additional 
FOBI members to help man the tent. A 
special thanks to Betsy Samson-Andrews and 
her husband, and to Don Bruce and his family 
– and your help was much appreciated!  

The big event for the Bruce’s this year at 
Pleasanton, was to celebrate the 700th 
anniversary of the Battle of Bannockburn. To 
help commemorate this momentous battle, I 
gathered a commissioner/representative 
from every Clan who had a prominent Lord or 
Knight supporting Bruce at the battle, and 
asked them to gather at the Bruce tent. The 
Clans responded enthusiastically, and those 
captains who had tents representing them at 
the games can be seen listed in the picture. 
The toast went well and the Clans stated 
there pleasure at coming together to honor 
our ancestors, and in showing a little inter 
Clan activity for once!  

 
Next year is the big 150 for Pleasanton 

CA, and I hope many of you will put it on the 
calendar, until then, cheers all! 
Joel Bruce Crow 
 

 
 

Calgary Highland Games  
August 30 

Canmore Highland Games  
August 31 
Reid Fisher 

In addition to the games, there was a 
rededication of the statue of Robert the 
Bruce in Calgary to commemorate the 700th 
Anniversary of the Battle of Bannockburn.    It 
is a replica of the statue at the Bannockburn 
Centre in Scotland. 
 
Columbia Highland Games, Indiana 

September 13-14    
Polly Bruce Tilford 

 
The Bruce tent was hosted by Polly Bruce 

Tilford, John Tilford, and Linda Bruce Bucklin.   
The cool weather was with us this weekend 
September 13 & 14 at the Columbus, Indiana 
Scottish Festival.  We had a lot of visitors at 
the tent site including members Debbie Ball, 
Rex and Norma Bruce, Carole Lettelleir and 
Allan Thompson. 
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2014 Scottish Games Held (continued) 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Gayle Bruce and Don Bruce at the Dixon Games 

 
Stone Mountain Highland Games 

and Scottish Festival – Georgia 
Steve Bruce & Deb Bruce Gottlieb 

October 17-19  
 

Family of Bruce International USA had 
great time at the 2014 Stone Mountain 
Highland Games.   The weather was very 
cooperative with blue skies and mild 
temperatures.   Since these are the 
games we hold our AGM each year, we 
spent much time greeting and hugging 
Bruces and others as we look forward to 
seeing them each year.   The tent space 
is always between the Douglas’ and the 
Wallace’s, which is in a fine spot to be 
enjoyed each year.     

Since we have so many members 
who do attend, the Board and some 
other members set up a table with 
goodies for a light lunch and munching 
all day!    

This year was special also because 
our Treasurer, Robert Bruce, popped the 
question to Rachel Richmond on top of 
Stone Mountain and she said YES!!   Now, 
how romantic is that!!!    

 

 

Oklahoma Scottish Games & 
Gathering – Tulsa 

MarLo Alexander 
 
Bruce was the honored clan at the 2014 
games in Tulsa.   MarLo was helped by 
several family members and represented the 
Family of Bruce International well.   

From left to right:   MarLo Alexander, her aunt MarLo Bailey, her 
sister Amanda Underwood, and in the center her grandmother, 
Nancy Wright Bailey Reed.    
 
 
 
 
 

Dixon Scottish Games – Dixon CA 
September 27  

Gayle Bruce and Brian Crow 

The weather and tent site was great 
which allowed viewing of the heavy 
games; although, there appeared to be 
more people involved in the games than 
actual spectators!   Don and Tracy came 
from Richmond to help out, and we are 
very glad that they did.   
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2014 Scottish Games Held (continued) 

  

 
Getting ready to march in the Parade of Tartans! 

 

 
Reuniting with friends….  FOBI members Deb Bruce 

Gottlieb and Bonnie Bruce Baker enjoy their time at 
the games 

 

 
Red and gold are the Bruce livery colours.    In Scotland, 

Lord Elgin sported red and gold striped socks!   In the 
spirit of our Chief, the Board shows off their new attire. 
From left to right:   Don, Richard, Polly, William, Allen 

Deb, Steve, and Robert – Officers and Board members  

 
 
 

Central Virginia Highland Games 
and Celtic Festival – Richmond  

 October 25-26 
Gerald Cousins  

 
Thank you to all who helped and 

supported the Bruces over the weekend.     
Some family members who came to visit 
were Carolyn & Charles Randolph Bruce, 
Kim Dean, Cary & Darlene Shelton, Steve 
Bruce, our newest member Ruth Schott 
and the many more of our family and 
friends. The weather was great and our 
tent location was the best we ever had. 
Hope to see everyone next year. 
 

 
Randy Dedrickson,  the U.S. Liaison Officer for The 

Society of William Wallace, presented to the Family of 
Bruce a 700th anniversary coin of Robert the Bruce. 
There are 8 coins total that represents the saints of 

Scotland. 

 



 
The Blue Lion – November 2014 

Page 6 of 16 

2014 fobi accomplishments 

  

2014 has certainly been a very 
productive year for the Family of Bruce 
International!   In addition to the regular 
Scottish games, trophy awards, and 
recognitions, the highpoint of the year was 
the fulfillment of all the planning and 
anticipation around the visit to Scotland and 
participation in the events of the celebration 
of the 700th Anniversary of Bannockburn.    To 
have so many FOBI members together at one 
time and in one place was just incredible, 
and the time spent with Lord and Lady Elgin 
and their family was fantastic.    

The Family of Bruce International was 
represented at 21 Scottish Games this year in 
the USA and Canada.  All of these games 
could not have been accomplished without 
the leadership, support, and dedication of 
the FOBI hosts and their volunteers.   
Specifically, the hosts for Bruce tents were…. 
 Vizi Bruce Lange Caldwell who hosted at 

the Houston Celtic Festival & Highland 
Games 

 Gayle Bruce and Joel Bruce Crow who 
hosted at three games in California 

 Monterey Scottish Games and Celtic 
Festival 

 Pleasanton Highland Games,  
 Dixon Scottish Games 

 Julie Goldsworth who hosted at the 
Scottish Fest at the Orange County Fair 
Center in California 

 Reid Fisher who hosted at three games in 
Calgary, Canada 
 Red Deer Highland Games 
 Calgary Highland Games 
 Canmore Highland Games 

 Richard Bruce and Robert Bruce who 
hosted at two games in Colorado  
 Colorado Scottish Festival 
 Longs Peak Highland Festival 

 Steve Bruce and Deb Bruce Gottlieb who 
hosted at the Stone Mountain Highland 
Games in Georgia 

 
 

 Polly Bruce Tilford who hosted at two 
games in Indiana and Kentucky 
 Columbus Highland Games in Indiana 
 Glasgow Highland Games in Kentucky 

 Charles F. Bruce III (Chuck) who hosted at 
the Maine Highland Games and was 
honored clan! 

 William Bruce and Don Bruce who hosted 
at two games in Minnesota and Wisconsin 
 Minnesota Scottish Fair & Highland Games 
 Wisconsin Scottish Fair  

 MarLo Alexander who hosted at the 
Oklahoma Scottish Games and Bruce was 
honored clan! 

 Nick Carrado who hosted at the Central 
New York Scottish Games 

 Kenneth Swank who hosted at the Ohio 
Scottish Games 

 Gerald Cousins who hosted at the Central 
Virginia Highland Games and Celtic 
Festival 

 Susan White who hosted at the Skagit 
Valley Highland Games in Washington 
State 

 

Donations to FOBI Charitable Fund: 
 Bequest of $8,500 from the will of Ruth 

Parker 
 Blue Lion Memory donation of $140  
 
Awards: 
 Dance trophy at the Houston Celtic 

Festival - $75 
 Trophy at the 2014 US Inter-regional 

Highland Dance Championships - $125 
 Two athletic trophies at Stone Mountain - 

$140 
 
Donation from FOBI: 
Donation of £1000 to Lord Elgin for the 
funding of the buses in Scotland.   Monies 
were raised through member auctions at the 
Stone Mountain Highland Games and 
through donations from Board members.

 

THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH!! 
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2015 Plans! 

 

Planning for 2015! 
By Deb Bruce Gottlieb 

 

It’s time for evaluating 2014 events and 
happenings and to plan for 2015! 

As noted on page six, 2014 was a banner 
year for the Family of Bruce International!!   The 
trip to Scotland peaked the interest of Bruce 
history in many members.   It was very exciting to 
be with so many families which included the 
‘younger’ and ‘older’ generations as well as to be 
with Lord Elgin’s entire family of multiple 
generations.    I did enjoy watching the young 
adults of the group getting to meet each other 
and form new friendships.      

A number of our members have recently 
requested how they can be more involved in 
FOBI!!   This is truly music to the ears of the Board as 
the only way we can improve on the expectations 
of our members is to have more people  involved!    
Speaking of expectations, those on email will 
shortly be receiving a brief survey requesting their 
input on several topics.    

The Blue Lion E-magazine – is published four 
times a year in February, May, August, November.   
It is called an e-magazine because it is available 
electronically via pdf and is sent by email to those 
who wish to receive it that way.   The benefit of 
sending it via pdf is that it is in color, sent sooner 
than the paper version, and there is virtually no 
cost to the organization!   Input from members is 
always welcome.    Do you have any ideas for 
articles, the back page photo that is included in 
the email version, or stories about notable past 
family members with a Bruce or sept connection?    
If so, please send an email to 
fobi@familyofbruce.org with your ideas and 
comments!      

Scottish Games and events – each year at 
this time, the games for the next year are defined, 
reviewed, and the approved games are 
published in the February Blue Lion and reported 
on or revised in each of the successive issues.   
Approval of games is based on having person(s) 
willing to host a games tent, the cost, and the 
potential of visitors interest in becoming a 
member.    

Some games are fairly inexpensive and 
provide great exposure to FOBI and some other  

 
 

games are fairly expensive and do not seem to 
attract our current membership attendance or 
new members.    For example, Stone Mountain 
Highland Games is a fairly expensive game for the 
tent space; however, it is located in a major city 
area that is a hub for airlines, has a wide range of 
hotels with varying prices, and a sizeable Bruce 
membership.   That is one of the reasons why we 
have our AGM at that games.   FOBI has in the 
past had attendance at Grandfather Mountain 
which is an incredible venue for highland games, 
but did not seem to attract enough interest with 
our current members to outweigh the cost to FOBI 
for the tent space and to those who drive the 
distance to host the games there.   The New 
Hampshire Highland Games is another example of 
an incredible event that should have a Bruce tent.   
These are both large 3-4 day events that not only 
need games hosts, but need member volunteers 
to greet visitors and break up the time for the 
hosts.  It would be great if we could have more 
representation at these games.    

The more members attending and staying at 
the tent…. THE EASIER and MORE FUN it is!!!    

Send a note to fobi@familyofbruce.org if you 
think we should have a presence at a specific 
game, or if you have an interest in hosting or 
helping out at any of the games.    

Communication – in addition to the Blue Lion 
e-magazine and the www.familyofbruce.org    
web site, there has been discussion about 
Facebook, and other social media.    There is a 
‘secret’ Family of Bruce International Facebook 
page set up by Christopher Bruce in Australia 
awhile ago with a number of members in it.   It will 
remain ‘secret’ for a while until a person/team is 
assigned to define a process for FOBI participation 
in social media.   If you want to be part of the 
secret facebook page, send an email to 
fobi@familyofbruce.org and you can be added.    

 

 

 

Thanks in advance for considering how you 
think FOBI can serve the Family of Bruce, our 

members, and the greater Scottish Community 
by sending your ideas to  
fobi@familyofbruce.org  

or a note to  
Deb Bruce Gottlieb 

1495 Jones Road 
Roswell, Georgia   30075 
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Scotland 2014 memories 

 
Here are a few pictures of special 

moments in Scotland this past year! 

 
While all were seated in Dunfermline Abbey, the 

procession marches through Dunfermline  
(photo courtesy of Keith Rennie) 

 
Lord and Lady Elgin with Family of Bruce members 

 
The young adult Scottish Bruces and USA members of 
the Family of Bruce share a moment of comraderie!!! 

 

 
 
 

 
Going into Clackmannan Tower! 

 
The Strathleven Artizans and members of the Family of 
Bruce unveil The Throne at Bannockburn Centre and 

cheer ‘A Bruce A Bruce’ 

 
Family of Bruce is marching in the parade at the Ceres 
Highland Games.  Allen Bruce is representing Lord Elgin 

and Allen’s armorial banner is flying high 
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Don Bruce, VP, brought the AGM of the 
Family of Bruce International to order on 
Saturday, October 18, at the Stone Mountain 
Highland Games!   Twenty-four members 
attended the meeting including new 
member Taylor Ray with his grandfather Mr. 
James P. Bruce Reese.     

Thomas Allen Bruce, Lieutenant to the 
Chief, extended greetings from Lord Elgin to 
all.     

Richard Bruce, High Commissioner of the 
Name of Bruce to Lord Elgin stated he 
appreciated all the efforts made by the 
entire Bruce family in Scotland at the 700th 
Anniversary of the Battle of Bannockburn.   
Two commissioners were appointed in 2014 – 
Joel Bruce Crow of California and Robert 
Bruce of Colorado.    

Polly Bruce Tilford - Secretary reported on 
membership, and handed out the 2013 AGM 
minutes for approval. 

Robert Bruce – Treasurer reviewed the 
Treasurer report.     

- 2014 beginning balance - $34,415.18 
- Money Market reserve - $29,600.38 
- 2014 Income - $15,950.99 including a 

bequest of $8,500 from a will. 
- 2014 Expenses - $6,020.33 
- Ending Balance (as of 10/18/14) - 

$44,338.38 
- Motion was made, seconded, and all 

approved. 
Deb Bruce Gottlieb – Operations Officer 

reported on 2014 games with more 
involvement by members this year than in the 
past.   FOBI was honored family/clan at the 
Maine Highland Games and the Tulsa 
Oklahoma Highland games.    All events are 
listed in the Blue Lion which is published four 
times a year and sent to all members. 

Don Bruce – Charitable Operations 
Officer reported that $8,500 was a bequest  

 

 

 
from Ruther Parker, FOBI member, in her will.    
This opens up new avenues for the Charitable 
fund.   Please see page 12 for information on 
specifics of the 2014 Charitable Contributions 
fund accounting.    All donations by members 
are tax  deductible!!! 

Richard Bruce – conducted the election 
of Officers.   The nominations that were 
published in the Blue Lion in August were 
William Bruce for President, Don Bruce for 
Vice-president, and Steve Bruce for At-Large.   
Since all were running unapposed, the vote 
was accepted by acclamation and a motion 
was made and then seconded and all 
approved.    

Members who had travelled to Scotland 
for the 700th Anniversary events commented 
about how wonderful and appreciative all 
were to Lord and Lady Elgin and family for 
their hospitality.    

William Bruce – President gave his report 
and reflected on how honored he was to be 
chosen by Lord Elgin to participate in the 
events of the day on the 27th of June which 
included marching in the procession with the 
Bruce family and many dignitaries, and 
reading scripture in the service held at 
Dunfermline Abbey.   William reflects on the 
events in page two of this issue.    

It was announced that the Annual Bruce 
Dinner would be at Aldo’s at 6pm!! 

A motion was made to adjourn the 
meeting until October 2015! 

 
2014 Annual General Meeting 

 

  
2014 Family of Bruce International – Annual General meeting 
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 Commissioners 
Name of Bruce 

Richard Bruce, High Commissioner to the 
Family and Name of Bruce, through the 
delegated authority of Lord Elgin, the Chief of 
the Name of Bruce,  individually appoints 
Commissioners to represent the Family of 
Bruce within a geographic area.   The Family 
of Bruce International recognizes the 
appointment of these Commissioners.    In 
2014, Richard appointed two Commissioners.   
See page 15 for a list of all Commissioners. 

First of all, great appreciation is extended 
to Roger Kelly who has been the California 
Commissioner since 2007 until 2014.   Roger 
promoted and represented the Family of 
Bruce well for a number of years.    

The two commissioners appointed this 
year are Joel Bruce Crow of California and 
Robert Bruce of Colorado. 
California – Joel Bruce Crow 

Joel Bruce Crow was born and raised in 
California, and spent most of his youth either; 
sailing ships, kayaking, or some form of water 
activity. He graduated from High School with 
Honors, and Junior College with High Honors, 
and finally the California Maritime Academy 
with Honors, a degree in Marine 
Transportation, a minor in Engineering, and 
an Unlimited 3rd Mates License. Although his 
family had always known they were Bruce’s, 
they had never heard about FOBI and had 
little idea what it really meant to be a Bruce. 
Well, all that changed after visiting a couple 
of games and noticed a lack of Bruce tents 
at every game in Northern CA. So Joel 
contacted FOBI, and the rest is history! 

He looks forward to continuing to host 
and support Bruce tents at Scottish Games 
throughout California, and to meet others 
here with an interest in hosting games. As 
California is a big state, with many Scottish 
Games that have yet to see a Family of Bruce 
tent. 
 

 

 

 
Joel Bruce Crow next to the bust of Robert the Bruce at 

Broomhall in June 2014 

Colorado – Robert Bruce   

Robert Bruce of Colorado is an attorney-at-
law in Denver and chairman of the board of 
three non-profits in Colorado: Colorado 
YouthConnect, Comitis Crisis Center, and the 
Colorado Mental Wellness Network.   He also 
has much involvement in Scottish activities.     
He coached and supported the Colorado 
Youth Pipe Band of which his daughter 
Heather was a member, and supported the 
youth Rocky Mountain Highland Dancers.   He 
and Rachel were chaperones with the band 
in Scotland in 2013, where the band and 
Heather did very well in a number of band 
and dance competions.    

 
Bob Bruce on the right with daughter Heather in the middle 

and wife Rachel on the left

 
Family of Bruce Commissioners  
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New Hampshire Highland  
Gathering and Festival 

David L. Bruce 
 

A Scottish Stone Circle is now permanently placed 
at Loon Mountain to commemorate the site of the 
NH Highland Games.   In addition, a bronze 
plaque was unveiled at the this year’s games to 
highlight the clans that were involved in 
supporting the early years of the event which just 
celebrated its 39th year.  The Stone Circle is a 
meaningful and lasting tribute to the clans, 
competitors, performers, volunteers and 
supporters of the NH Highland Games and 
Festival.  You will note that the first clan listed on 
the plaque is the Family of Bruce (albeit Family of 
Bruce Society in America) which had been a part 
of the Games for close to 30 years until the 
passing of Ernestine Firth in 2006 who was the 
founder of the Family of Bruce Society in America.    
In 2006, Bruce International and the Family of 
Bruce Society in America merged to form the 
Family of Bruce International.   

        
 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

Appointment of Colonel Alastair 
Bruce of Crionaich OBE as next 

Regimental Colonel  

 

 
 
 

 

A Bruce Bairn!!! 

  
MarLo Alexander – Oklahoma Commissioner - 
holds her new granddaughter, Winter!   Born on 
Monday September 22, 2014 she is kept warm in 
her Bruce tartan! 
 

Tributes and Recognition    

Flowers of the Forest 
Oley Firth – June 2012  - Life member and 

husband of the late Ernestine Firth 

  

David L. Bruce is a member of the Family of Bruce 
International as well as Secretary of the New 
Hampshire Highland Gathering and Festival   

http://www.nhscot.org/ 

In Loving Memory
 

A donation to the FOBI Charitable Fund for the  
3rd Place Trophies for the 

Athlete of the Day and the 
Amateur Athlete of the Day at the  

2014 Stone Mountain Highland Games and 
Scottish Festival 

was given by the family of  
 

Melvena and Thomas Bruce, Jr. 

The Trustees of 
the London 
Scottish 
Regimental 
Trust warmly 
welcome Her 
Majesty’s 
appointment 
of Colonel 
Alastair Bruce 
of Crionaich 
OBE as the next 
Regimental  

Colonel and Deputy Honorary Colonel of the London 
Regiment.   It was also recently announced that COL 
Bruce has been selected for promotion to Brigadier  
http://www.londonscottishregt.org/index.php?id=221 
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Membership   

Polly Bruce Tilford 
 
       The Family of Bruce International 
warmly welcomes new members who 
have recently joined!!!    
 

“Ceud Mile Failte” 
(One hundred Thousand Welcomes in Scots Gaelic) 

 

NEW MEMBERS: 
California – Ranald Bruce, Ginny 

Winblad, and Robert T. Bruce 
Colorado – Sarah Hart 
Georgia – Taylor Ray and  

Hannah M. Stone 
Indiana – Janice Randolph Fontenot 
South Carolina – Annie Marshall 
Virginia – Ruth Bruce Schott 

 
As of this November printing, there are 

357 total members.    196 are annual 
members and 161 life members!!     
 
144 members receive the Blue Lion via 
email.   Benefits are… it is in color and 
there are no printing or postage costs!!  If 
you can receive the Blue Lion via email, 
please consider!   You can send an email 
to fobi@familyofbruce.org    Thank you! 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Charitable Contributions 
Don Bruce 

Thank you to all who participated in 
Family of Bruce International Charitable 
Contributions in 2014!     Page six defines a list 
of accomplishments in this area. 

There are three segments to Charitable 
Contributions: 
1.  Contributions to the Charitable Fund –

members or others can give to general 
donations, donations for a specific 
purpose, and bequests through a will.    

2.  Scholarships – members can nominate a 
person involved in a Scottish activity for 
money to put towards lessons, attire, or 
school trip expenses. 

3.  Trophies/Awards – members can request 
monies to be used for specific trophy and 
awards at Scottish activities.    

 To donate to the Charitable Contribution 
Fund, send a check made payable to FOBI or 
Family of Bruce International with a notation 
that it is for Charitable Contributions.  The 
check should be mailed to:  Robert Bruce, 
Treasurer, 551 First Avenue, Linthicum Heights, 
MD  21090-2754.   If you want to specifically 
note how the money should be allocated 
(such as for an award, Blue Lion printing, cost 
for highland games, etc.) please note that on 
the check and in a letter.    Donations can be 
made in memory or in honor of a loved one 
and it will be printed in the Blue Lion.    

To nominate someone for a scholarship, 
please write a letter to Don Bruce, 1051 Eagle 
Ridge Trail, Stillwater, MN   55082, and he will 
contact you for more specific information. 

Donations are tax-deductible!!! 
 

The Deadline for input to the next 
issue of The Blue Lion is  

January 15, 2015 
 

It’s time for…. 
2015 Annual Dues - $25 payable 

to FOBI by January 1, 2015. 
    

Please mail your check to:   
 

 Polly Bruce Tilford,  
5561 Earl Young Rd., 

Bloomington, IN  47408 

 
Committee Updates 
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Gifts and Merchandise 
  

Are you starting to think about gifts for your 
beloved Scottish family member or friend??   

Please see our inventory below!!! 
Also remember that memberships make 

great gifts!  
http://www.familyofbruce.org/merch.htm. 
You can order these items using the order 

form on the other side of page!!! 
 

BOOKS –  
Duncan A. Bruce is a well-known author on Scottish events 
and people.  
 

The Scottish 100 – Portraits of History’s Most Influential 
Scots.   Signed copy -  $19.00 ($17 + $2 shipping) 
The Great Scot – a novel of Robert the Bruce, 
Scotland’s Legendary Warrior King.  Signed copy - 
$27.00 ($25 + $2 shipping)  

 

The Elgins – 1766-1917 –  by Sydney Checkland.  Period 
history of the Earls of Elgin, their families, and Broomhall.    
$32.00 ($30 + $2 shipping) 
 

     
Epic Order of the Seven – by Jenny Cote 
Series of books for children through adult about Max, the 
Scottish Terrier and a French cat named Liz.  Order using 
the following website at  
 http://www.epicorderoftheseven.com/ In the Cart, type 
BRUCE in the Group Code.  25% at will be donated to the 
Family of Bruce International – payment processed through 
PayPal.   Due to new ordering process, please email 
ann@epicorderoftheseven.com to indicate you have 
placed an order for the Bruce Code…. Thanks! 

 
     $14.99  $14.99  $15.99 
 
 
 
 
DVD –  
 
Bruce Family History – DVD version. Family of Bruce Video 
was produced in 1974 by our Chief, the Earl of Elgin and 
Kincardine to mark the 700th anniversary of the birth of King 
Robert I.   This is a very fine exposition of the history of our 
Family, and should be in the collection of every Bruce.    
$21.00 ($20 + $1 shipping)  
Also available as a VHS video for $10.00    

 
 
 
SHIRTS –  
Green Bruce T-shirt with quote from the Declaration of 
Arbroath on the back.  Sizes Small to 3XL – $18.00 ($15 + 
$3 shipping) 

   
                    Front                                Back 
   
Bannockburn 700th T-shirt  

 
                                     Back of Shirt 

 
OTHER ITEMS –  
 Tote Bag –  $21 ($18 +$3 shipping)      Cap - $18 ($15+$3 shipping) 

                     
           Black or Forest Green 

                         Bruce or Scotland 
                           Embroidered American  

and St. Andrews Flags 
 

   Bruce Badges/Pin –  
 

Original Round Badge - $3.00 
New rectangle badge - $5.00 
 

 

 

Great for all aged Kids 

T-Shirts with the new 
Bruce Badge screen 
printed on the front 
and the new 
Bannockburn design 
on the back) Black 

Sizes – Small – XX-
Large.   $23.00 ($20 + 

$3 shipping) 

 NEW 
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Merchandise order form 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 Family of Bruce International USA – Merchandise Order Form 
 
Name:    
Address: 

ITEM QTY SIZE (if 
applicable) 

COLOR  
(if applicable) 

PRICE EACH SHIPPING 
EACH 

TOTAL EACH 
ITEM 

 
Green Arbroath T Shirt 
Sizes available    S – M – L – 
XL – XXL - XXXL 

Please separately list  
quantity and sizes 

   
Green 

 
$15.00 

 
$3.00 

 

700th Bannockburn T-Shirt 
Sizes available    S – M – L – 
XL – XXL 

   
Black 

 
$20.00 

 
$3.00 

 

Tote Bag – neutral color in a 
canvass type fabric – Great 
for grocery shopping 

  
n/a 

 
neutral 

 
$18.00 

 
$3.00 

 

Knitted Cap with 
embroidered American & St. 
Andrews Flags and a choice of 
BRUCE or SCOTLAND 

  
Chose 

BRUCE or 
SCOTLAND 

 
Black or Forest 

Green 

 
$15.00 

 
$3.00 

 

Books 
‐ The Scottish 100 
 

  
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
$17.00 

 
$2.00 

 

 
‐ The Great Scot 
 

  
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
$25.00 

 
$2.00 

 

 
‐ The Elgins   1766-1917 

 

  
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
$30.00 

 
$2.00 

 

 
‐ Epic Order of the Seven 

Series 
Great gift for children of 

all ages!!! 
 

      

 
DVD 
‐ Bruce Family History 

 

  
 

n/a 

 
 

n/a 

 
 
$20.00 DVD 
$10.00 VHS 

 
 
$1.00 

 

 
‐ 700th Anniversary of the 

Enthronement of Robert 
Bruce 

  
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
$20.00 

 
$1.00 

 

 
Bruce Badge/Pin 

Round 
New Rectangle 

    
 
$ 3.00 
$ 5.00 

 -  

 
 

      

        
TOTAL $ AMOUNT INCLUDING SHIPPING $           .00 
 

 
Merchandise can be ordered by sending this order form and a check payable to 

Family of Bruce International, Inc. to: 
 

Mrs. Polly Bruce Tilford 
5561 Earl Young Road 
Bloomington, IN  47408  

 

http://www.epicorderoftheseven.com/ In the Cart, type BRUCE in the Group Code.  25% at 
will be donated to the Family of Bruce International – payment processed through PayPal.   
Due to new ordering process, please email ann@epicorderoftheseven.com to indicate you 
have placed an order for the Bruce Code…. Thanks! 
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Commissioners 
 

Chief
 

The Right Honourable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, KT, LLD, DLitt, DL, JP 
Broomhall, Dunfermline, Scotland 

The Chief’s Armorial Bearings: 
Crest:  A lion statant with tail extended Azure, armed and langued Gules. 
Arms:  Or, a saltire and chief Gules, on a canton Argent a lion rampant Azure. 
Motto:  Fuimus – We have been. 

These armorial bearings are personal to the Chief and can only be used by him 

Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors and Commissioners

 Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors 
President 

William P. Bruce, FSA Scot 
5556 27th Ave., So. 

Minneapolis, MN   55417-1934 
william@familyofbruce.org 

 

Vice President 
Don Bruce, FSA Scot 

1051 Eagle Ridge Trail 
Stillwater, MN   55082 

don@familyofbruce.org 

Secretary 
Polly Bruce Tilford 

5561 Earl Young Rd., 
Bloomington, IN  47408 

polly@familyofbruce.org  

Treasurer 
Robert James Bruce 

551 First Avenue 
Linthicum Heights, MD  21090-2754 
robertjamesbruce78@gmail.com 

Operations Officer 
Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot 

1495 Jones Rd 
Roswell, GA   30075 

deb@familyofbruce.org 

Past President Board Member 
John Carlisle, FSA Scot 
3833 Stockport Drive 

Plano, TX  75025 
johnwcarlisle@verizon.net 

At-Large Board Member 
 Steven E. Bruce 

5096 Whites Mill Dr. 
Gainesville, GA  30504 

topbruce@bellsouth.net 
 

High Commissioner Board Member 
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot 

1870 Manning Way 
Colorado Springs, CO  80919 
brucefsascot@yahoo.com  

 

Family of Bruce Commissioners 

Lieutenant to the Chief 
Thomas Allen Bruce 
PO Box 924 
Holly Springs, GA  30142 
tabruce@windstream.net  
 

California 
Joel Bruce Crow 
13575 Santa Lucia Rd. 
Atascadero, CA   93422 
joel102506@yahoo.com  
 

Colorado  
Robert J. Bruce 
1652 Glencoe 
Denver, CO   80220 
92900hab@comcast.net  
 

Southeast 
Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot  
Roswell, GA 
deb@familyofbruce.org  

High Commissioner 
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot 
Colorado Springs, CO  80919 
 

Northeast 
Charles F. Bruce, III 
15 Clinton St 
Portland, Me 04104 
haleyboy1@gmail.com  
 

Texas 
John Carlisle, FSA Scot 
Plano, TX 
johnwcarlisle@verizon.net 
 

Australia Representative 
Christopher R. Bruce 
29 George St. 
Greenwich, Sidney, NSW 
Australia     2065 
debruis69@hotmail.com  

At-Large 
Thomas Allen Bruce 
Holly Springs, GA 
 

Oklahoma 
MarLo Alexander 
113 N. W. Ramblewood Rd. 
Bartlesville, OK  74003 
mcua1971@gmail.com  
 

Upper Mid-West 
William P. Bruce, FSA Scot 
Minneapolis, MN    
 

       Deputy Commissioner  
Don Bruce, FSA Scot 
Stillwater, MN   55082 
 

Virginia 
Gerald Cousins, Sr. 
144 Hazelwood Dr. 
Aylet, VA   23009 
4uskins@hughes.net  
 

The role of Commissioner is not directly affiliated with Family of Bruce International.  It is a designation as a 
 representative of the Name of Bruce as authorized by the Chief or under his delegated authority. 

Family of Bruce International is a non-profit organization established to create and promote kinship amongst its family members and to encourage 
interest in the Family of Bruce and its history.   Membership is open to persons interested in their Scottish heritage and especially those who qualify 
by surname, by descent, or by recognized septs:   Carlisle, Carruthers, Crosby, Randolph, and Stenhouse.  It is the only such organization 
recognized by the hereditary chief of the Name of Bruce, The Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine.   
   

Mission Statement:    “To promote, honor, and preserve our Scottish and Bruce heritage by sponsoring activities, events, scholarships, and continual 
communication through the E-Magazine and website.  We will therefore, provide educational information, tributes to our history and ancestors, and 
thereby attract Bruces and Septs into the enjoyment and celebration of our familial relationships. 

Chief’s Personal Representative and Honorary Member - Duncan A. Bruce, FSA Scot 

Editor The
 Blue Lion – Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot 

Webmaster – Thomas B. Bruce 
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Christmas in Edinburgh at sunset – Trees are lit with bright lights with  
Olde Town in the left background and Edinburgh Castle in the distance  


