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You are invited to join the fun and friendship at the
2011 Stone Mountain Games!
The Family of Bruce International USA will join together at the Stone Mountain Scottish
Games from October 15 through 16. The Bruce tent will be decked out with our banners,
books, and other decorative and historical information…. And food for a light lunch! The best
part of the event is the number of our members that come from across the country to attend
and join in the familial gathering. At this event, our Annual General Meeting will be held at
1pm on Saturday at the Stone Mountain Clan tent. You can view the AGM Agenda on Page 9
and biographies of the nominees for the Officer election on Page 10.
The Annual Bruce Dinner tradition will continue and will be held at 6pm on Saturday
night at Aldo’s Italian Restaurant in Tucker, Georgia. We’ve had a great time in the past at
the dinner in a private room at the restaurant. The restaurant accommodates ordering off the
menu for us with separate checks!
On Sunday, the premier event is the Tartan Parade. Last year the Family of Bruce
International won the Best Clan Tent award and had the privilege of receiving the trophy as
part of the Tartan Parade in front of all the clans. Needless to say….. we were very proud!!!

The 2010 Best Clan Trophy is awarded to the
Family of Bruce International

Steve Bruce leads the many Bruces off the parade field with the
trophy. Look at all the Bruces that marched!!! And… there’s
more not in the picture!

President’s Message
Dear Family —
As I write this the “games” season is in full swing
and many events are already in the past. Although
you would certainly have been welcome, it is
probably a good thing that you missed the
Minnesota Games this year. It had to have been
one of the coldest spring days on record and on top
of that, a cold rain fell all day long. They did a brisk
business at the Scottish tea tent run by the Twin Cities
Scottish Club, but they must have been the only
ones. I did wear a kilt and nearly froze my knees. I
wore a heavy winter leather jacket on top all day
long. We are looking for much better weather next
year. Our board members and other tent hosts will
have much to say in this issue and in the November
one as well, about the events they have
participated in. Elsewhere in this Blue Lion you will
learn much about our Annual General Membership
Meeting at the Stone Mountain Games in Georgia.
Because it is in October, this should give you plenty
of chance to plan for joining us there. If you have
never been there before, it is one of the largest
Scottish events anywhere in the world, and I
guarantee you will enjoy yourselves. The Georgia
weather in October is, almost always, very
comfortable. I can also guarantee a very warm
welcome from your fellow FOBII USA members. We
have a large tent area, places to sit and talk, and
free food. How about it?
You may have already noted the fact that this
issue of the Blue Lion no longer refers to itself as a
newsletter. The simple fact of the matter is that it has
grown well beyond that designation. We have
decided to call it exactly what it is, and that is an
“E(electronic)-Magazine”. We are now publishing
quarterly/seasonally, it is put together and edited
entirely in a digital format, and is sent to much of our
membership by e-mail. Its content has expanded
well beyond what is typical of a newsletter, with in
depth articles on heraldry, history, and so much
more. We want to encourage all of our members to
receive it by e-mail as that saves us a great deal in
printing costs and postage. If you simply cannot do
that, please do not be concerned. You will continue
to get your print copy by regular mail.
We have an extraordinarily strong board, and all
those who are in positions of leadership in FOBII USA
are dedicated and wonderfully skilled in what they
do. The amount of work accomplished, and that
with both professionalism and grace, is beyond what
any similar organization could hope for. That being
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said, there are always opportunities for both new
and old members to get involved and participate in
leadership. We are always looking for tent hosts at
games where we would like to have a presence but
have not had the personnel to do so. Several of our
board members could use a hand in dealing with
their responsibilities, and there will be board positions
to fill at a future date. Our “E-Magazine” editor
could always use carefully written and researched
articles relating to our family, and she could also use
help with the logistical end of things such as mailing,
particularly from you members in Georgia. Think
about how and what you might be willing to
contribute and let us know, as you may have ideas
we have not thought of – and also let us get to know
you personally by coming to games where we have
a presence, and especially to our AGM at the
SMHG.
Here is another way you can help. Is there
anything you would like to know about FOBII USA
that we have overlooked? Is there anything about
the larger Family of Bruce you would like to know?
Are you planning a trip to Scotland and would like
some travel advice?
Please ask. Send your
questions to Deb, the editor of the Blue Lion, and we
will do our best to provide answers. There is no doubt
that if you have a question, others have wondered
about the subject as well. We (board members) are
also willing to respond to you directly if you so
choose. I, for one, enjoy the letters sent to me
directly by members, and I respond at first
opportunity. We are accessible.

Yours aye, William

William with his son, the medievalist Dr. Mark Bruce, in the
solarium lounge of the “Cedar Rapids”, a beautifully restored
ex. Milwaukee Road Skytop railroad observation car on their
way from St. Paul to Milwaukee
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2011 Games Schedule
Scottish Events for the Family of Bruce
International for the rest of 2011
NEW
CALIFORNIA – Julie Goldsworth & Ryan Bruce
October 7-9 – Seaside Highland Games – Ventura
County www.seaside-games.com/

COLORADO – Richard Bruce & Seth Bruce
September 8-11 – Longs Peak Scottish/Irish
Highland Festival – Estes Park
www.scotfest.com
GEORGIA – Deb Bruce Gottlieb & Steve Bruce
October 14-16 – Stone Mountain Highland Games
www.smhg.org – Annual Meeting – 1pm and
Annual Dinner at 6pm on Saturday!!
INDIANA – Polly Tilford
September 10-11 – Columbus Highland Games,
Columbus www.scottishfestival.org
OKLAHOMA – MarLo Alexander
September 16-18 – Oklahoma Scottish Games &
Gathering, Tulsa www.tulsascottishgames.org
SOUTH DAKOTA – William Bruce & Don Bruce
September 17-18 – North East South Dakota Celtic
Faire & Games, Aberdeen, South Dakota
www.nesdcelticfaire.com/
VIRGINIA – Gerald Cousins & family
October 1 – Williamsburg Scottish Festival –
http://www.wsfonline.org/
October 29-30 – Meadow Highland Games and
Celtic Festival – Doswell, VA
www.meadowceltic.com
Formerly Richmond Highland Games
Sorry… no FOBI tent at Salado this year

TEXAS –
November 11-13 – Salado Scottish Gathering and
Highland Games, Salado, Texas
http://www.ctamsalado.org/Gathering/Gathering.htm

The

Planning for the 2012 Event Schedule
It’s hard to believe that it’s time for
planning the 2012 games schedule!
These
are games that the Family of Bruce
International has a presence at with a tent
and a games host!!!
We have had good turnout at our
games, and we are always looking for more
FOBI members to attend and join in with the
celebration of our great heritage.
Do you attend any Scottish events in your
respective areas that could be considered to
go on our list?
Each year evaluations are
done on potential new sites and these ideas
come from you…. Our members.
An example is the Seaside Highland
Games in Ventura County, California. Both
Ryan Bruce and Julie Goldsworth separately
expressed an interest in representing FOBI at
these games, and “presto”… they will be
hosting a Bruce tent overlooking the beautiful
Pacific coastline in October!!!
The FOBI
Board
of
Directors
expresses
great
appreciation to Ryan and Julie for conveying
their interest and to all who represent the
Family of Bruce International at numerous
events!

YOUR INPUT WANTED!!!!
Your input is needed to evaluate future games. If
you attend games in your area and think the
Family of Bruce International should be
represented, please send your input for
evaluation to
Deb Bruce Gottlieb
1495 Jones Road
Roswell, Georgia 30075
or to
deb@familyofbruce.org.
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2011 Games Held
Greenville Scottish Games
Furman University, South Carolina
May 27-28
Deb Bruce Gottlieb & Steve Bruce
The Greenville Scottish Games were held on a
gorgeous day in late spring at the beautiful venue
at Furman University.
A thunderstorm threat
caused the cancellation of the parade on Friday
night, but many visited the tent on Saturday!!

Linda Bucklin, Paula Setter, Polly Bruce Tilford, and
Lance Bruce Bracy

FOBI members John Bruce, Steve Bruce, and Christopher
Carlisle Justus pause for a photo op after marching in the
tartan parade

Glasgow Highland Games
Glasgow, Kentucky
June 2-5

John Tilford, Joseph Ryan Bruce, and Polly Bruce
Tilford – Ryan is serving in the Marines at Camp
Pendleton, CA and also will be a co-host for the FOBI tent
at the Seaside Scottish Festival in Ventura California.
Thank you Ryan for your service!

Polly Bruce Tilford
The Family of Bruce International's tent site at the
Glasgow, Kentucky Highland Games in June was
well visited by members. First picture has Linda
Bucklin, Paula Setter, Polly Bruce Tilford, and Lance
Bruce Bracy. Second picture is John Tilford,
Joseph Ryan Bruce and Polly Bruce Tilford. John
Glynn, member, was busy giving seminars but
stopped in to say Hi. Spencer Aldridge and Fiona
Cissell also joined FOBII during the two day games.

The

Blairsville Scottish Festival &
Highland Games
Blairsville, Georgia
June 11-12
Deb Bruce Gottlieb & Steve Bruce
Meeks Park in Blairsville, Georgia is the site each
year of the Blairsville Scottish Festival. The Park is a
very nice venue and the weather was good
especially since we were in the shade of the trees
along a beautiful creek.
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2011 Games Held
Grandfather Mountain Highland Games
Linville, North Carolina
July 7-10

Central New York Scottish Games
Long Branch Park, Liverpool, NY
August 13
Ann E. Eldred & Nick Carrado

Steve & Bonnie Bruce
A cool mountain weekend was experienced by all
who came from the oppressively hot lowlands to
MacRae Meadows at Grandfather Mountain.
Steve and Bonnie Bruce were joined by Chris
Carlisle Justus, and Richard and Natasha
Randolph.

Ann reports there was a record crowd and many
people visited the FOBI tent and showed great
interest in all the available information.

Ann Eldred and Nick Carrado enjoy a day of hosting the Family
of Bruce International tent at the
Central New York Scottish Games

Kalamazoo Scottish Festival
Steve Bruce, Richard and Natasha Randolph and
Christopher Carlisle Justus after marching in the tartan parade
at Grandfather Mountain.

August 27
Kalamazoo, Michigan
Polly Bruce Tilford
Family of Bruce International was represented for
the first time at the Kalamazoo, Michigan Scottish
Festival August 27th. The David Howard Clan Tent
Award was presented to the Bruces.

Steve Bruce, Richard Randolph, and Bonnie Bruce

Maine Highland Games
Topsham, Maine
August 20
Charles F. Bruce, III (Chuck)

The

Pictured are members Robert Crowe in back, Michelle Crowe
front left, Polly Bruce Tilford, new members Joanna Barnes,
Naomi Morris and son. Member John Tilford was also in
attendance.
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Heraldry
Grandfather Mountain Highland
Games Grant of Arms
By Thomas Allen Bruce, Lieutenant to the
Chief of the Name of Bruce, and lifelong
student of heraldry
Printed with permission from the 2011 Grandfather Mountain
Highland Games and Gathering of Scottish Clans Program

The Grandfather Mountain Highland Games
has recently received a Grant of Arms from the
Lord Lyon in Edinburgh.
The office of Lord Lyon, King of Arms, dates
back to very early times. The earliest record of
the inauguration of a Lord Lyon is during the reign
of King Robert the Bruce, but other accounts
prove that the office is much older. In 1672, the
Scottish Parliament passed an Act that made it
illegal to display Armorial Bearings in Scotland
unless those Arms are properly recorded in the
Public Register of All Arms and Bearings in
Scotland. The Register now extends to many
volumes, and the Lyon Court is kept busy with
recording claims to ancient Arms and devising
new ones. Armorial Bearings are a visual form of
identification, employing easily remembered
symbols to represent a person or a group of
people.
The Grandfather Mountain Arms reflect the
mountain itself and the native animals found in
the North Carolina Mountains – a black bear, a
mountain lion, and a raven. The Arms are formed
“per saltire,” that is, in the form of a St. Andrew’s
cross, reflecting the status of the Grandfather
Mountain Games as the premier Scottish Games
in North America.
The Arms also include a
chevronel, representing Grandfather Mountain
itself, and a Celtic cross, representing the Scottish
immigrants who brought their faith to North
Carolina and the greater South.
The crest, which is the device that sits on top
of the helmet in a Coat of Arms, is a bald eagle
head, employing the bald eagle’s connection as
our national bird to represent Grandfather
Mountain’s status as an American landmark.
Armorial Bearings are described by an official
legal description, which is known as a “blazon.”
An artist familiar with heraldry can correctly and
accurately paint a depiction of a Coat of Arms
from the blazon. The Grandfather Mountain Arms
are described thusly:
The

“Per saltire Azure and Argent, in chief a Celtic
cross Or below a chevronel embowed Argent in
base a mountain cougar rampant Or in dexter
flank an America black bear rampant contournee
in sinister a raven close right foot raised Sable.”
“Above the shield is a helmet with a mantling
Azure doubled Argent with on a wreath of the
liveries for crest the head of a bald eagle erased
Argent armed Or and langued Gules.” May the
new Arms for Grandfather Mountain Scottish
Games proudly represent the Games for many
years to come.

Additional Notes: The original concept presented to
the Lord Lyon used Grandfather Mountain as the
theme. Some experts say that it is the oldest mountain
in the world. The symbols of the animals within the crest
represent the animals native to the mountain. The bald
eagle’s head represents the mountains status as an
American Landmark. The thistle and the St. Andrews
flag represent MacRae Meadows and the Highland
Games connection to Scotland. The Gaelic phrase
“Carraig nan’al” has multiple meanings including “rock
of ages”, “rock of rocks”, “rock of generations”, or “rock
of the families/clans”.
Charles Randolph Bruce
(www.rebelking.com) designed the illustrations in the
Arms and Thomas Allen Bruce provided expert
consultation on heraldry.
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The Battle of Bannockburn – the basics
In June 2014, the 700th Anniversary of the Battle of
Bannockburn will be celebrated in Scotland. This
article is the first of more to come in the Blue Lion EMagazine highlighting the history and upcoming
events.

June 22-26, 1314: Summarized by
William Bruce, MA, FSA Scot:
The following is designed to be only the briefest
sort of overview and therefore many important
items have been left out altogether, or only
superficially mentioned. It is intended that this
article will inform the person who is altogether
unfamiliar with the subject, and hopefully inspire
that person to consult more extensive sources.
THE SCOTS: The Scots army was made up of
primarily foot soldiers, including both Highlanders
and Lowlanders. There were also about 500 light
horse and a relatively small number of archers. A
very tiny contingent of heavy cavalry/chivalry was
present.
A reasonable estimate of the total
number of Scots troops would be between 5,000
& 8,000.
THE ENGLISH: The English army included a huge
contingent of heavy cavalry (mounted knights),
and large numbers of Welsh longbowmen and
English archers. It is said that the number of foot
(infantry) was beyond counting. Various accounts
suggest that they numbered anywhere from four
to six times the number of Scots, a total of
between 20,000 & 30,000.
They were also
accompanied by some Scots, most notably the
Comyn’s (Cumming’s), MacDougal’s, MacNab’s
& MacDowell’s.
LEADERSHIP: The Scots were led into battle by
none other than Robert 1, “The Bruce”, King of
Scots. He was considered to be one of the most
accomplished knights in all of Christendom. He
was supported by his brother Edward Bruce a
noted horseman, Sir Robert Keith in command of
the light horse, Angus Og MacDonald the “Lord of
the Isles” who led his own Isle men, Thomas
Randolph, James Douglas, and numerous other of
King Robert’s long time lieutenants. It is quite
certain that King Robert did not want to fight this
battle at this place and at this time; nevertheless,
his successful experience in fighting the English
using guerilla tactics had been instructive.
However, his brother Edward had foolishly forced
the issue by agreeing that should the English
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garrison at Stirling Castle be relieved by
Midsummer’s Day, it would remain in English
possession. This forced Robert’s hand. The English
were led by King Edward II, son of Edward 1 who
was known as the “Hammer of the Scots”.
Edward II was not the war leader his father was,
and depended on his experienced noblemen to
manage the fighting. Although many engaged
the Scots bravely, they were over confident,
poorly led, and not up to the task.
THE PLACE: A boggy and largely forested plain
within easy sight of the City of Stirling and the
heights upon which stands Stirling Castle. It was
not far from Falkirk where William Wallace had led
the Scots in defeating the English early in the Wars
of Independence. The area was, and is, known as
the throat of Scotland, marking the so called
“Highland Line”, separating Highland and
Lowland Scotland.
Today, the battlefield is
primarily a large green parkland, a pleasant and
peaceful place to walk your dog and simply enjoy
being outdoors, with its stirring vistas and grand
memorials such as the famous equestrian statue
of King Robert. A visitor’s center, as well as the
battlefield itself, is managed by the “National Trust
for Scotland”. In 1314 it was considered primal,
with some open ground, thick unmanaged forest
and brush, and large tracts of water logged,
almost swampy tree and brush covered bogs and
small streams.
PREPARATION: The Scots were fighting on home
ground and had the most to lose. Long before
the English arrived they had prepared by digging
pits and traps with sharpened stakes at the
bottoms and covered with turf and brush (murder
holes), erecting barricades over roads and paths
to direct the English heavy cavalry into the bogs
where they would be ineffective, and dividing the
Scots foot into four divisions. These were further
divided into two schiltrons each. The foot were
equipped with shields to protect against arrows,
and twelve foot long spears.
Shiltrons were
“squares/rectangles” of soldiers used to both
attack the enemy and defend their own positions.
The light horse was used for reconnaissance,
harassment, and support of the foot. The English,
both horses and men, were weary from travel,
drawn out in long lines, followed by a very long
baggage train, and unprepared for a terrain of
which they had no knowledge. It is said that there
were so many troops and so much baggage, that
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The Battle of Bannockburn – the basics continued
the English were never able to bring their full strength
to the battlefield. This, obviously, was much to the
Scots advantage.
BATTLE: The Scots were well organized, rested, well
led and disciplined. They had been shriven (given
absolution) and were placed to take advantage of
the lay of the land, especially the pits and bogs.
Much of the foot was drawn up into schiltrons
awaiting the enemy. The English were impulsively
led, and were deceived into thinking that the Scots
were intimidated by them.
The English heavy
cavalry/chivalry charged the schiltrons where they
drove themselves into the long spears and suffered
heavy casualties. They also discovered that the
schiltrons were mobile, and were able to move
forward to meet them. Other English were brought
down in the pits and bogs and gravely injured,
where the Scots foot soon dispatched them. Many
more English drowned as they fought their own
heavy armor.
Meanwhile the Scots light horse
attacked the Welsh archers and soon nullified the
effect of their arrows, further protecting and
enabling the schiltrons. Much of the English foot
were literally bogged down and were soon
dispatched by the Scots foot. It is likely that the
greater part of the English host never saw battle due
to the disastrous failure of the initial attacks and the
appearance of a large Scottish host numbering in
the
many
thousands
made
up
of
“secondary/support” foot who were, for the most
part, enthusiastic but poorly armed. Fortunately, the
English were unaware of the condition of these
additional Scots, and panicked at their appearance
late in the battle. Most turned and ran, including

Battle of Bannockburn – Scotland 1314

Edward II, who was one of the first taken off the field,
and that by his own bodyguard.
RESULTS: The flower of English chivalry were killed or
taken prisoner, probably well over 700 knights and
other nobles. One estimate is that as many as 15,000
of the English were killed, wounded or taken prisoner,
although that seems exaggerated to this writer.
Most escaped back to England, including Edward II.
It is reported that 200 pairs of silver English spurs were
recovered from the battleground. Much booty,
including war horses, weapons, armor, and almost
the entire English baggage train was taken. Even
the chest of money to be used to pay the English
soldiers was confiscated. Most of the captured
knights and other nobles were held for ransom, and
a notable sum paid for their release. Many English
dead remained unburied and rotting in the bogs for
a very long time. Scottish casualties were relatively
small in comparison.
AFTERMATH: Scottish independence was affirmed, in
that the English were not able to further challenge
the Scots in any significant military fashion for
decades following. The English were embarrassed
and humiliated. The cream of English chivalry was
dead, with many survivors being ransomed at great
cost. The Scots who had supported the English had
their lands confiscated by the crown, and many
were banished from Scotland. King Robert, who had
so successfully managed this victory, was acclaimed
by many of the Scots as a hero. However, the
“ultimate” peace was not to be had, despite
punitive raids into England, till well after 1320 and the
“Declaration of Arbroath”. A peace treaty was
finally signed in 1328. ---------- Copyright: Family of
Bruce International, Inc. USA: May, 2011:

© MarkChurms.com 1994. All Rights Reserved – www.markchurms.com

The artwork above by Mark Churms depicts the fierceness at the Battle of Bannockburn. In the background on the
upper left, Stirling Castle looms waiting on its fate to be under English or Scottish control.

The
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Annual General Meeting Agenda
The Family of Bruce International Annual General Meeting will be held at 1pm on October 15 at the Stone
Mountain Highland Games Clan Tent.
The agenda for the AGM is as follows:

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:
FAMILY OF BRUCE INTERNATIONAL, USA:
Saturday, October 15, 2011
Stone Mountain State Park – Georgia, at the SMHG
Donald Bruce, Vice President, Presiding
1. The meeting is called to order. General announcements. (Don)
2. The membership welcomed by the President. (William)
3. The Secretary’s Report. (Polly)
4. The Treasurer’s Report. (Steve)
5. The Operations Officer’s Report. (Deb)
6. The “Blue Lion” Editor’s Report. (Deb)
7. The “Charitable Operations” Report. (Don)
8. Greetings from Lord Elgin & his lieutenant.

(Allen)

9. Greetings from the High Commissioner. (Richard)
10. Election: (Don presides)
Secretary – two year term
Treasurer – two year term
Operations Officer – two year term
At Large – one year term
11. The President’s address to the membership. (William)
12. Further business (if any).
13. Meeting adjourned until October 2012.

Note to attendees: We are able to reserve the meeting tent for one hour only. In that time we
have much to attend to. Please be patient as we must move through the agenda as quickly as
possible. Thank you.

The
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Annual General Meeting – Officer Election
Officer nominations
following individuals:

received

for

the

Polly A. Tilford – Secretary
Polly (Bruce) Tilford, current Secretary of the Family
of Bruce International has been an active board
member of Bruce International and then Family of
Bruce International since 1995.
She and her
husband John live in Bloomington, IN. Their son
Aaron lives in NYC and is a member of FOBI. Polly
belongs to the Scottish Society of Greater
Bloomington, plays the pipes with the Southern
Indiana Pipes and
Drums band, and the
Scottish Country
Dancers of Greater
Bloomington as well as
volunteering to several
organizations in her
home town. Polly also
represents the Family of
Bruce International at
Scottish games in the
states of Kentucky,
Indiana, and Michigan.

Steven E. Bruce – Treasurer
Steve Bruce joined the Bruce Family Society in
2001 and has performed the Treasurer function for
the Society and then for Family of Bruce
International since 2001.
Steve is married to Bonnie
and they live in
Gainesville, GA and have
two sons and one
grandson. Steve retired
from the US Marines as a
Master Sargent and is
active in the Marine Corp
League and the Marine
Embassy Guard
Association. He recently
retired from the NE
Georgia Medical Center.

The

Deborah B. Gottlieb – Operations Officer
Deb Bruce Gottlieb joined Bruce International in
1984 and has been Operations Officer of Family of
Bruce International since 2008; Southeast
Commissioner of the Name of Bruce since 2006;
and editor of the Blue Lion since 2007. In addition
to FOBI, other Scottish affiliations include Society of
Antiquaries Scotland, Saint Andrews Society of
Atlanta, National Trust of
Scotland, and Historic
Scotland. Deb is retired
from BellSouth Corp and
from Project Management
consulting. Deb and her
husband Ben live in Roswell,
Georgia and she enjoys
gardening, golf (sometimes),
and is a student of the craft
of handweaving.

Thomas Allen Bruce – At Large Board Member
Allen Bruce has served as the National President of
Bruce
International
from
1994-2000;
High
Commissioner to the Chief of the Name of Bruce
from 1995-2003; and Lieutenant to the Chief from
2003 to the present.
Allen is a lifelong student
of Heraldry, is a Scottish
armiger, and has written
numerous articles on
heraldry for the Blue Lion.
Allen retired as a Lt.
Commander from the US
Naval Reserve after 26
years of service. Other
interests are in American
Indian art and culture.
Allen is married to Jennifer
and they have two
daughters, MacKenzie
who is 13 and Charlotte
Elizabeth who is 8 months.
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Tributes and Recognition
Exchange Student Report on
Experience in Scotland
Hannah Thompson is a recipient of a $300
scholarship from the Family of Bruce International
Charitable Operations and is now a high school
exchange student in Scotland.
Below is a
summation of her key experiences thus far as an
American exchange student. Hannah arrived in
Scotland in May and spent a few weeks in school
there before the summer holiday. Her fall classes
will begin soon! She seems to have fit in very well
and is even studying Gaelic! Some highpoints of
her visit include…
Resenneth Priory – “It's one of those ancient places that was
preserved in a farmer's field. It's a truly magical place. The
tower and the chapel walls are still standing. You can see the
depression in the ground where the kitchens were. The cloisters
are still there. Two walls are standing, and the foundations of
the other two are there as well. There's just a general hush over
the whole place. You can feel the power of it. I lay down on
the ground to take a few of my pictures, and the moss under
the grass just makes the ground soft and comfy. I could have
stayed there all day. There was a sarcophagus right next to the
tower, opened, its occupant...vanished. It's strange to wonder
what happened to someone important enough to be there,
yet not enough to be left at peace. The magic and mystery of
the place is overpowering. I love it so much. I can't wait to go
back.”
Aberlemno – “this is where the Picts made a stand against the
Romans who invaded and drove them out. There's about 5
Pictish stones still standing, depicting the great victory. Intricate
horses and knots cover them. They're brilliant!”
July 4 – “Independence Day was also celebrated in Kirriemuir
this year! The girls from school decided to throw a little party for
me. Claire even made a cake with strawberries and
blueberries to make the flag! We had cheeseburgers, cake,
and candy that could have been tossed at a parade.”
Stirling – “I got lost in the Stirling bus station, so I asked a kind
old lady to help me, and she even took me all the way out
and halfway up the hill before I convinced her I could find my
way and she shouldn't worry about it anymore. I was going to
eat at a nice cafe we were at on Sunday, but it wasn't open
yet, so I just headed the rest of the way up to the castle. I
ended up spending 3 hours in there. It was well worth it. The
actual castle had been recently restored and so it had all of
the baileys and buildings, halls and walls that it would have in
the old days.”
Roman Day at Pictavia – “this is an exhibition of Pictish life
during Roman times. They had ancient standing stones on
exhibition and people were all dressed up with replica tools
and such. For the Roman day they had a travelling troupe of
re-enactors dressed up, marching around.
….. Next, in
keeping with the Roman theme, we went to see the White
Caterthun, which are the ruins of an old Roman fort nearby.
Oban – “went to Kilmartin to see a Pict museum, and a bunch
of standing stones and cairns. It was really cool, but solemn in
its own way. Not as peaceful as Restenneth, because it was
more advertised with people everywhere. But it still had the
The

ancient and magical feel about it. After a considerable trek
around, we got back in the car and went for a quick trip to
Dunadd hill. Dunadd is where there is a footprint in stone,
where all of the kings of Dalriada were crowned. I put my foot
in that footprint... and it fit! So... haha. It was really cool, the
thought that I was standing where they once stood. And the
view was spectacular!
Glenfinnan – “we passed Fort William, and we figured we had
spare time, so we took a detour to where Joanna
remembered there being a museum for the Jacobite rebellion,
at Glenfinnan. Lo and behold, they still had the Jacobite part,
but the majority of people flocking in were Harry Potter fans.
So, in true HP nerd fashion, I can say that I plucked a few
stones from the Black Lake - Loch Sheil, used for the setting of
Hogwarts - and got a few pictures of the viaduct. Which, for
those that don't know is the railway that the Hogwarts Express
was on. Actually, after leaving, on the way to Mallaig, we saw
it. The Hogwarts express in the movie was really the steamer
'The Jacobite' with a different plaque on the front. It is still in
use, and tickets are 30 quid one way, but that would be the
ultimate dream for a lot of fans I know! It was awesome for me
to just see it!”
Skye – “Onward, my first time on a boat - the ferry to Skye. It
was so cool! Actually, it wasn't cool, it was freezing, but you
know... hehe. Terrible winds, so cold, but I was smiling the
whole way. It was awesome! Well, after about 40 minutes of
just taking pictures and running around like a child on
Christmas, we docked in Armadale, Skye. The Gaelic College,
Sabhal Mor Ostaig, was on our way up to Waternish, so we
stopped and had a look around. …. Skye is so beautiful. I
dearly love it all! It is a bit murky and usually rainy, but that
doesn't keep it for being one of the most beautiful places I've
ever been to. AND!!! We had to stop 3 times for sheep in the
road and once for a cow! stereotypical Scotland. When we
were in the final stretch to Brae Fasach, we drove past Loch
Bay, and I saw the most beautiful sunset. The water on the
coast was light, stretching to indigo and nearly black on the
horizon. The sky itself was a mixture of pinks, purples, oranges,
reds and deep blues.”

Hannah’s report will continue with the November
E-Magazine!!!!

Flowers of the Forest
In Loving Memory

Mary J. Fennell of NC – October 2010

In Memory of
Thomas Bruce, Jr.
A $140 donation has been made by
Thomas’ family to the FOBI Charitable
Contributions Fund to sponsor two
Athletic Awards at the
2011 Stone Mountain Scottish Games

Blue Lion – august 2011
Page 11 of 16

Committee Updates
Membership Committee –

Thank you to all who have supported our
Charitable Donations efforts. All recommendations
for Charitable Donations should be forwarded to:

Polly Bruce Tilford

Don Bruce
1051 Eagle Ridge Trail
Stillwater, MN 55082
don@familyofbruce.org

The Family of Bruce International warmly
welcomes new members who have recently
joined!!!

“Ceud Mile Failte”
(One hundred Thousand Welcomes in Scots Gaelic)

NEW MEMBERS:
Kentucky – Spencer Aldridge and Fiona Cissell
Michigan – Joanna M. Barnes and
Naomi Joy Morris

Since we are a recognized §501(c)(3)
corporation for tax purposes, any gift you make to
Family of Bruce is fully tax deductible. You can also
make a donation in memory of a loved one and
their name will be listed on the Tributes and
Recognition Page.
Your checks should be sent to our treasurer,
Steven Bruce, at the following address:

North Carolina – Jennifer Bruce Farrell

FOBI – c/o Steven Bruce
5096 Whites Mill Drive
Gainesville GA 30504

Washington – Steve Cline

Thank you to all members for your support!!!!
As mentioned in previous newsletters, any
member who turns 90 does not have to pay
Annual Dues.

2012 Annual Member Reminder
$25 dues are payable on January 1, 2012.
Please write your check to Family of Bruce
International, Inc. and mail to:
Polly Bruce Tilford
5561 Earl Young Road
Bloomington, IN 47408

Charitable Operations Committee
The Charitable Operations arm of Family of
Bruce International invites members to provide
ideas and nominations for charitable giving for
2011. Discussions will begin soon to define the
2012 budget. For the rest of 2011, we will sponsor
two athletic awards at the 2011 Stone Mountain
Highland Games.

The

Please note on your check, payable to Family of
Bruce International, and that it is for charitable
operations.

The Deadline for input to the
NEXT ISSUE IS
October 31, 2011!!
Please send pictures and/or stories to Deb Gottlieb
at deb@familyofbruce.org or by mail to 1495 Jones
Road, Roswell, GA 30075
If you receive the E-Magazine via paper
(black/white), it would be great if you would
consider receiving the Blue Lion via email…. It’s in
color!!! Thanks for considering!!!

For those members who enjoy the
entertainment of Alex Beaton….
Alex sustained a serious spinal cord injury in early
July and is on a long journey to recovery. You can
find more information on his website
www.alexbeaton.com or send him a card at:
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Alex Beaton
c/o The Shepherd Center
2020 Peachtree Road NW
Atlanta, Georgia 30309

Gifts and Merchandise
Family of Bruce International offers several products for
sale. The proceeds are used to fund activities of the
Family of Bruce International. These items make
wonderful gifts… and Also remember that memberships
make great gifts! Most of these products are described
on the FOBI website:
http://www.familyofbruce.org/merch.htm.
You can order these items using the order form on the
next page!!!

SHIRTS –
Green Bruce T-shirt with quote from the Declaration of
Arbroath on the back. Sizes Small to 3XL – $18.00 ($15 +
$3 shipping)

DVD –
Front

The 700th Anniversary of The Enthronement of Robert
Bruce. The DVD contains footage of the events on
Sunday, March 26, 2006. You will hear the incredible
music and an upfront view of the church service at St.
John’s Kirk, and the Ceremony of Acclaim and events
at Scone Palace. The DVD is approx. two hours long.
$21.00 ($20.00 + $1.00 shipping)
Bruce Family History – DVD version. Family of Bruce
Video was produced in 1974 by our Chief, the Earl of
Elgin and Kincardine to mark the 700th anniversary of
the birth of King Robert I. This is a very fine exposition of
the history of our Family, and should be in the collection
of every Bruce. Also available as a VHS video $21.00
($20 + $1 shipping)

BOOKS –
Duncan A. Bruce is a well-known author on Scottish
events and people. Mr. Bruce is Lord Elgin’s Personal
Representative in the United States. Books by Duncan
A. Bruce include:
The Scottish 100 – Portraits of History’s Most Influential
Scots. Signed copy - $19.00 ($17 + $2 shipping)
The Great Scot – a novel of Robert the Bruce,
Scotland’s Legendary Warrior King. Signed copy $27.00 ($25 + $2 shipping)
The Elgins – 1766-1917 – by Sydney Checkland. Period
history of the Earls of Elgin, their families, and Broomhall.
$32.00 ($30 + $2 shipping)
Rebel King Series – Book One – Hammer of the Scots,
Book Two – The Har’ships, and Book Three – Bannock
Burn – by Charles Randolph Bruce & Carolyn Hale
Bruce.
www.rebelking.com
Hardback - $31 ($29 + $2 shipping)
Paperback - $22 ($20 + $2 shipping)

Back
Black 700th Anniversary T-shirt
with the Bannockburn King
Robert statue. Sizes Large,
XL, and 2XL – $18.00 ($15 + $3
shipping)

Polo Shirts with the Bruce
name and the American and
St. Andrews Flag.
Colors
White, Dark Gray,)
Sizes – Small – XX-Large.
$28.00 ($25 + $3 shipping)

NEW ITEMS –
Tote Bag – $21 ($18 +$3 shipping) Cap - $18 ($15+$3 shipping)

NEW
Forest Green
Bruce Only
Deep side & inside pocket

Black or Forest Green
Bruce or Scotland

Embroidered American and St. Andrews Flags
MISCELLANEOUS –
Family of Bruce Note Cards & Bookmark – with
Bruce Modern Tartan

Cards $2.75 each with matching envelopes –
Heather (shown), Thistle, Scottie Dog
Christmas Cards – Piper (shown), Angel, &
Bell
Bookmarks - $3.50 each
The
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Family of Bruce International, Inc. Merchandise Order Form
Name:
Merchandise
order form
ITEM

QTY

Address:
SIZE (if
applicable)

Green Arbroath T Shirt
Sizes available S – XXXL

COLOR
(if applicable)

PRICE EACH

SHIPPING
EACH

Green

$15.00

$3.00

Black

$15.00

$3.00

$25.00

$3.00

TOTAL EACH
ITEM

Please separately list
quantity and sizes

Black 700th Anniversary T
Shirt (limited quantities)
– Sizes available L, XL, XXL
Please separately list
quantity and sizes
POLOS (limited quantities)
‐

Bruce Grey – M

‐

Bruce White – XXL

‐

Scotland Grey – S, M, & XL

‐

Scotland White – M, XL, &
XXL

‐

Scotland Green - S

Tote Bag in Green with
embroidered American & St.
Andrews Flags and BRUCE
Knitted Cap with embroidered
American & St. Andrews Flags
and a choice of BRUCE or
SCOTLAND

n/a

Green

$15.00

$3.00

Chose
BRUCE or
SCOTLAND

Black or Forest
Green

$15.00

$3.00

n/a

n/a

$2.75

No add’l
postage

Bookmark

n/a

n/a

$3.50

No add’l
postage

Books
‐
The Scottish 100

n/a

n/a
$17.00

$2.00

Note Cards
‐

Heather

‐

Thistle

‐

Scottie Dog

‐

Christmas Piper

‐

Christmas Angel

‐

Christmas Bell

‐

The Great Scot

n/a

n/a

$25.00

$2.00

‐

The Elgins 1766-1917

n/a

n/a

$30.00

$2.00

n/a

n/a

$29.00

$2.00

n/a

n/a

$20.00 DVD
$10.00 VHS

$1.00

n/a

n/a

$20.00

$1.00

The Rebel King Series –
Book One Hardback
DVD
‐
Bruce Family History
‐

‐

700th Anniversary of the
Enthronement of Robert
Bruce

TOTAL $ AMOUNT INCLUDING SHIPPING
Merchandise can be ordered by sending this order form and a check payable to
Family of Bruce International, Inc. to:
Mrs. Polly Bruce Tilford
5561 Earl Young Road
The
IN 47408
BlueBloomington,
Lion – august
2011
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Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors and Commissioners

Chief

Commissioners

The Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, KT, LLD, DLitt, DL, JP
Broomhall, Dunfermline, Scotland
Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors
President
William P. Bruce, FSA Scot
5556 27th Ave., So.
Minneapolis, MN 55417-1934
william@familyofbruce.org

Vice President
Don Bruce, FSA Scot
1051 Eagle Ridge Trail
Stillwater, MN 55082
don@familyofbruce.org

Secretary
Polly Bruce Tilford
5561 Earl Young Rd.,
Bloomington, IN 47408
polly@familyofbruce.org

Treasurer
Steven E. Bruce
5096 Whites Mill Dr.
Gainesville, GA 30504
Steve@familyofbruce.org

Operations Officer
Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot
1495 Jones Rd
Roswell, GA 30075
deb@familyofbruce.org

Past President Board Member
John Carlisle, FSA Scot
3833 Stockport Drive
Plano, TX 75025
johnwcarlisle@tx.rr.com

At-Large Board Member
Thomas Allen Bruce, CStJ, FSA Scot
P.O. Box 924
Holly Springs, GA 30142
tabruce@windstream.net

High Commissioner Board Member
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot
1870 Manning Way
Colorado Springs, CO 80919
brucefsascot@yahoo.com

Family of Bruce Commissioners
Lieutenant to the Chief
Thomas Allen Bruce, CStJ, FSA Scot
Holly Springs, GA

High Commissioner
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot
Colorado Springs, CO 80919

At-Large
Thomas Allen Bruce, CStJ, FSA Scot
Holly Springs, GA

California
Roger Kelly
985 Portola Dr.
San Francisco, CA 94127

Northeast
Charles F. Bruce, III
15 Clinton St
Portland, Me 04104

Oklahoma
MarLo Alexander
4781 Dartmouth Dr. S.E.
Bartlesville, OK 74006

Colorado
Seth Bruce
1808 Tyler Ave.
Longmont, CO 80501
zombibrus@msn.com

Texas
John Carlisle, FSA Scot
Plano, TX

Upper Mid-West
William P. Bruce, FSA Scot
Minneapolis, MN

Southeast
Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot
Roswell, GA

Australia Representative
Christopher R. Bruce
29 George St.
Greenwich, Sidney, NSW
Australia 2065
debruis@tpg.com.au

Deputy Commissioner
Don Bruce, FSA Scot
Stillwater, MN 55082
Virginia
Gerald Cousins, Sr.
144 Hazelwood Dr.
Aylet, VA 23009
4uskins@hughes.net

The role of Commissioner is not directly affiliated with Family of Bruce International. It is a designation as a
representative of the Name of Bruce as authorized by the Chief or under his delegated authority.
Chief’s Personal Representative and Honorary Member - Duncan A. Bruce, FSA Scot
The
Editor
Blue Lion – Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot
Webmaster – Thomas B. Bruce
Family of Bruce International is a non-profit organization established to create and promote kinship amongst its family members and to encourage
interest in the Family of Bruce and its history. Membership is open to persons interested in their Scottish heritage and especially those who qualify
by surname, by descent, or by recognized septs:
Carlisle, Carruthers, Crosby, Randolph, and Stenhouse. It is the only such organization
recognized by the hereditary chief of the Name of Bruce, The Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine.
Mission Statement: “To promote, honor, and preserve our Scottish and Bruce heritage by sponsoring activities, events, scholarships, and continual
communication through the E-Magazine and website. We will therefore, provide educational information, tributes to our history and ancestors, and
thereby attract Bruces and Septs into the enjoyment and celebration of our familial relationships.

Crest*: A lion statant with tail extended azure, armed and langued gules.
Arms*: Or, a saltire and chief gules, on a canton argent a lion rampant azure.
Motto: Fuimus – We have been.
* The Crest and Arms belong to the Chief and can only be used by him.
The

Use of the Crest surrounded by a buckled belt is acceptable.
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BALMORAL CASTLE ESTATE
Set amongst the magnificent scenery of Royal Deeside, in the shadows of Lochnagar is the Balmoral Estate.
Purchased by Queen Victoria in 1848, the Estate has been the Scottish Home of the British Royal Family ever
___
since.
The Estate covers about 20,000 hectares (just over 50,000 acres) acres of heather clad hills, ancient Caledonian
Family
of Bruce International, Inc.
woodland, policies and of course the beautiful River Dee is nearby.
1495
Over Jones
the past Road
150 years careful stewardship by the owners, The Royal Family, has preserved the wildlife,
scenery and
Roswell,
GAarchitecture
30075 which is available for all generations to enjoy.
In her journals Queen Victoria described Balmoral as "my dear paradise in the Highlands. The grounds,
gardens and exhibitions at Balmoral are closed to the Public during August, September and early October as
the Royal Family are in residence.
Queen Elizabeth II is currently seeking a chief gardener to look after the grounds of Balmoral Castle. Now that
would be an incredible position!!!

The
http://www.balmoralcastle.com/
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