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Over several centuries prominent members of the Bruce Family have served
the British armed forces in a variety of roles
Raising a Regiment
In 1794 Britain was plunged into war with revolutionary
France. Landowners responded to the emergency by raising
regiments. Thomas Bruce (7th Earl of Elgin) raised a Fencible
regiment of 300 men. They were garrisoned in Ireland where
35,000 British troops were deployed in readiness for a French
invasion.
When war broke out Thomas was pursuing a
diplomatic career. In 1795 he was appointed British Minister in
Berlin where he successfully prevented the Prussians from
forming an alliance with the French.
Engraving of a painting by Anton Graf
(1786) of General Thomas Bruce together
with an officer’s basket-hilt sword issued to
the Elgin Fencible Regiment c. 1794, and
kept at Broomhall House.

In 1803 he was captured as an enemy combatant by the
French and was subsequently imprisoned for three years on
Napoleon’s orders.

Modernising* an Army
In the aftermath of the South African War (1899-1902) – the
Boer War – the British government set up the Elgin
Commission, a Royal Commission of Inquiry chaired by Victor
Bruce (9th Earl of Elgin). The conflict cost around £201m (£200bn
in current prices) and involved almost 450,000 British and imperial
troops; there were 45,000 British casualties (22,000 deaths).

2nd

Victor Bruce, 9th Earl of Elgin C. 1897,
together with his personal copy of
the report on military preparation for
the South African War 1902-03.

Victor’s commission examined all aspects of the campaign
and was trenchant in its criticism. Many of his recommendations
were incorporated into the far-reaching Haldane Reforms of the
British Army (1906-1912). The reforms led to the creation of the
British Expeditionary Force (BEF), just in time for the outbreak of
WW1 in August 1914.
*UK spelling for Modernizing

President’s Message
Dear Family —
It is hard to believe that almost ten years
have passed by since I wrote my first
President’s Letter to you, and that in all
probability, this one will be my last. It has
been an honor and privilege to serve you and
FOBII all this time – and it has been the best
job I have ever had during my 77 years. Our
chief has been magnificently supportive in
our work, as has each and every one of the
board members who have served during
these years. It is easy to lead when you know
there is no need to micromanage and that
each officer knows their job and can be
trusted to do their job and do it well. That has
certainly been the case.
We are
organizationally stable, financially sound, and
look to the future with confidence and grace.
It will be during our annual meeting at
Stone Mountain in October that I will officially
hand over my duties, and the medal that
symbolizes those duties, to my successor who
will be elected at that meeting. I have every
confidence that those who continue on in
leadership positions will be every bit as
effective, and even more so, than we have
been in the past. As for me personally, I will
still remain on the board in the role of
Immediate Past President as specified in our
by-laws, so you probably haven’t heard the
last of me just yet. I will continue to advise our
new president and board, contribute to the
Blue Lion, and participate in decision making
as a board member.
I suspect you have already taken note of
the photo which accompanies this letter.
Montana, particularly the area in and near
Glacier National Park, has always called to
me in more ways than I can easily explain –
the beauty of the place being selfexplanatory. I always carry a camera while I
am there, and use the images I capture to
relive the pleasure I feel in being in that
place. God willing, I trust that I will have

The

opportunity to spend more time there in the
future with a body and mind that still function
well – plus an esthetic sensibility that will
enhance what I do with my camera. I intend
to further develop the friendships I have
made out there and bring Phyllis along with
me to do just that.
Over the past ten years I have often used
this letter as a pulpit to preach a message of
how important it is for us to remember,
research and relish our family history and our
current status as one of the most important of
all of the clans and families of Scotland. I
have asked you to more fully participate in
the activities of our organization and those of
your local Scottish communities. Once again
I ask you to do just that – for in doing so you
will receive much more than you will give. I
can personally attest to that kind of
experience. I also wish to use this occasion to
thank each and every one of you for the
support I have received over these ten years.
You
have
been,
and
are,
greatly
appreciated.
Yours aye (but not good bye),
William

William on a photo expedition - something he intends to
do more of in coming years. In this photo he is standing
on a bluff overlooking the middle fork of the Flathead
River just south of Glacier National Park in Montana.
Photo by Phyllis.
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2018 Planned Activities (September – November)
Northern California – Joel Bruce Crow,
Northern CA Commissioner
nd
152 Scottish Highland Gathering and
Games - Pleasanton – September 1-2
www.thescottishgames.com/
Georgia – Deb Bruce Gottlieb, SE
Commissioner and Steven Bruce
Stone Mountain Highland Games October 19-21
www.smhg.org/
Annual General Meeting – 1pm on Oct 20
Annual Bruce Dinner – 6pm on Oct 20
Indiana - Polly Bruce Tilford, Games Host &
FOBI Secretary
Columbus Scottish Festival,
September 8-9
www.scottishfestival.org/
Oklahoma – MarLo Alexander, Oklahoma
Commissioner
Oklahoma Scot Fest, Tulsa, September 14
– 16
Broken Arrow, Oklahoma Sorry, No Bruce
tent this year but
https://okscotfest.com/

Tennessee – Joseph Ryan Bruce
Middle Tennessee Highland Games
Nashville September 8
www.midtenngames.com/tickets.html
Virginia – Gerald Cousins, Virginia
Commissioner
Central Virginia Celtic & Highland
Games, October 27-28, Richmond VA
Raceway Complex
www.vacelticfestival.com/

Future Scottish Games & Events
Please let Rodney Bruce, Operations Officer,
know if you have any particular Scottish
games or events you suggest for Family of
Bruce International!!!
Contact:
Rodney Bruce, 500 Tussey Fork Rd.,
Greenup, KY 41144
gkints@juno.com

new location

South Carolina – Kathy Landing, Games
Host
Charleston Highland Games
New Date!!
November 3
www.charlestonscots.org/thegames.html

The
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2018 Activities Held (june - august)
Glasgow Highland Games,
June 1 – 3

Joseph Ryan Bruce, Games Host
Glasgow, KY
www.glasgowhighlandgames.com/

Elizabeth Celtic Festival

July 21-22 Robert Bruce, Colorado Commissioner
Casey Jones Park, Elizabeth, Colorado

- www.festivalnet.com/73699/ElizabethColorado/Festivals/Elizabeth-Celtic-Festival

Rob Bruce with the Bruce Tartan Banner at the
Parade of the Tartans in Elizabeth Colorado

San Diego Scottish Highland Games
June 23 – 24
Julie Goldsworth,
SouthernCA Commissioner
Vista, CA

www.sdhighlandgames.org/

Cheyenne Celtic Festival
June 8-9
Robert Bruce, Colorado Commissioner
Cheyenne Wyoming

www.wyomingfairsandfestivals.com/509159cheyenne-celtic-festival-cheyenne-wyomingjune-2018.html

The San Diego Scottish Highland Games were
wonderful this year. On Saturday, it was cool and
overcast, very Scottish weather! Usually, these
games in Vista are just too hot for me to deal with
but this year was nice. The crowds thought so too
as the Bruce tent had quite a few visitors! There
was even a group of high school kids who wanted
their picture taken with the Bruce banner. 

Won Best Clan Tent!!!
The
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2018 Activities Held (june - august)
Colorado Scottish Festival
August 4 – 5
Robert Bruce, Colorado Commissioner
Edgewater, Colorado
www.scottishgames.org/

Students visiting the Bruce tent at the San Diego Games

Ohio Scottish Games

June 23
Kenneth Swank, Games Host
Lorraine County Fair Grounds,
Wellington, Ohio
www.ohioscottishgames.com/

Rob Bruce carrying the Bruce Tartan Flag at the 55th
Anniversary of Colorado Scottish Festival and Rocky
Mountain Highland Games

Monterey Scottish Games and
Celtic Festival
August 4-5
Gayle Bruce – Games Host
Monterey, California

www.montereyscotgames.com/
Monterey Scottish Games is rapidly turning
into our favorite games, and not just because of
the cool weather flowing in off the bay. It is
growing into a “must go to” event for many
people, because of the clan village that springs
up in a day (apparently defying the laws of
gravity), complete with, old friends, clan rivalries,
colorful pageantry, pipers piping, and fine
whiskies!

Kenneth Bruce Swank carrying the
Robert the Bruce replica sword in the Tartan Parade

The

This year saw the addition of pipers to the
clan march, thanks to the persistence of N. Ca.
Commissioner, Joel Bruce Crow, and a more
inclusive circuit of the fair. Gayle Bruce & Kyle
Bruce Crow also helped lay out the clan area, and
checked people in. There was more music, more
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2018 Activities Held (june - august)
entertainment, and a general sense of the event
being more dynamic; all very exciting!
We would like to thank all the volunteers who
helped with set up, manning the tents, and
helping tear down; Robert Bruce, Jana Clark,
Stephanie Taylor, Lauren McCallum all contributed
their time, expertise (everyone has an outstanding
specialty!), and a smiling enthusiasm that became
contagious. A Bruce!

Bitterroot Celtic Games and
Gathering
August 18-19 2018
Susan White, Games Host
Hamilton, MT

www.festivalnet.com/73403/HamiltonMontana/Festivals/Bitterroot-Celtic-GamesGathering

Family of Bruce International members at the Monterey Bruce
tent (l to r: Brian Crow, Gayle Bruce, Kyle Bruce,
Stephanie Taylor, Robert Bruce, Jana Clark,
and Lauren McCallum.

We enjoyed the 9th Annual Bitterroot Games
in Hamilton MT, being greeted by more Bruce's
than I have seen in 10 years of representing FOBI.
They were so happy to see a Bruce representative
and many of them stayed to march with my
husband in the Parade of Clans. I heard many
interesting stories about their family histories;
everyone has something to add to our Family
History. I was especially happy to see them all in
Bruce tartan and kilts. It was a real joy! Hamilton
sets their clans up in a traditional style, all in a
circle so socializing was easier. They had an
'arena' set up in the middle so we all could watch
the sheath toss and stone toss. Behind us was the
caber toss. We were surrounded by trees in all
directions so in spite of the heat (90+) and haze
from the many forest fires occurring in our area,
we had shade. Hamilton is a small town, but a lot
of Scots reside there. We truly enjoyed the
camaraderie and fellowship!

Tartan Parade marching by the Bruce Tent!

Bruces visiting the Bruce tent at Bitterroot!

The
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The Bruce Women
The Bruce Women
Gaelic Language Study Class
2018 by Steafanaidh Taylor
Robert the Bruce was King of Scots from 1306 to
1329, after initiating and winning the Wars of
Independence. Behind that simple sentence resides a
wealth of personalities, events, heroism, and betrayal.
All the stuff of a major motion picture, to be released by
Netflix, November 2018 (at last reporting).

The appearance of Robert the Bruce has recently
been reconstructed from his skull by a forensic
pathologist. Here is the reconstruction with the
companionship of a contemporary descendent,
Charles, Lord Bruce.
But who were the women around The Bruce? There
is very little in the historical record directly, but the
Norman habit of recording everything (Thank you, Fiona
Watson for that observation) gives us some insight into
their character and actions. These were no shrinking
medieval lassies, as you will see.
In his excellent
summary, William Bruce, President of the Family of Bruce
wrote, “If we wish to dig deeper into the life and
personality of the hero king, and are willing to do so
while honestly looking for all of the key components, I
believe that we must focus our attention in significant
and balanced measure on the women in his life and
experience”.
It would not be too bold to say that a significant
contribution to Robert’s political success was his positive
and enthusiastic relationship with the ladies in his life. As
always, we should start with his early life experience.

Marjory, Countess of Carrick
Marjory was Countess of Carrick in her own right.
She was of old Celtic nobility as daughter of Neil, earl of
Carrick, a descendent of Fergus, Lord of Galloway. She
was additionally “lady” of land in Ireland granted to
Duncan, her grandfather, by King John after the English
conquered Ulster. Galloway was Gaelic speaking and
functioned fairly independently of any central rule.
The

There is no doubt that she was a fluent, native Gaelic
speaker.
She was married to a knight, Adam of Kilconquhar
who went to the crusades very early in their marriage
and was killed in battle. His close friend and fellow
crusader, Robert de Brus, 6th Lord of Annandale,
travelled to Carrick to inform the new widow of her loss.
She handled this with great nobility and style. She also
appreciated the handsome young man, and essentially
detained him until they were married. They had nine
children, with Robert, future King of Scots, being the
eldest.

The ruins of Turnberry Castle, the seat of the Earls of
Carrick, and probable birthplace of Robert the Bruce,
King of Scots
This was a harmonious marriage, and Robert
inherited more than Carrick. Fergus of Galloway’s
descendants remained divided over a land conflict
between Fergus’s two sons, Gilbert and Uchtred. Gilbert
had Uchtred murdered. This divided the descendants
into two camps who continued the hostilities. Marjorie,
Countess of Carrick, was the great-granddaughter of
Gilbert.
Uchtred’s
great-granddaughter
was
Dervoguilla, Lady of Galloway. Dervoguilla’s husband
was John Balliol, the elder, parents of the future King
John and who was allied with the Comyns.

Elizabeth de Burgh and Isobel MacDuff
Elizabeth was about eighteen years old at her
marriage to Robert and described as very tall, slender
and “comely”. She was the daughter of Richard de
Burgh, Earl of Ulster, and a trusted ally of Edward I.
Egidia de Burgh, Elizabeth’s aunt, was the wife of James,
the high Steward. Their peace was shattered by political
upheaval and the murder of John Comyn, his rival for
the throne, in the Church of the Grey Friars. There was
now no choice but to go forward with securing the
kingship. Elizabeth de Burgh was present with Isobel
MacDuff at the crowning ceremony in 1306. The
MacDuffs hold the hereditary right to crown the King of
Scots. Isobel made her way, independently, to place
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The Bruce Women (continued)
the crown on the new king, in defiance of her husband
and his family, as Isobel was married to a Comyn.

Isobel Crowning Robert the Bruce at Scone –
Monument at Edinburgh Castle
After the disastrous loss at Methven and the
murder of Comyn, the King’s party were all
outlawed. Most of the army was lost and the
cause appeared hopeless. There was no choice
but to go into hiding and re-group. The ladies
were sent north to safety, but were betrayed to
Edward’s troops. All were imprisoned, with Isobel
and Robert’s sisters singled out for especially cruel
treatment. Elizabeth, as daughter of de Burgh,
was kept in kinder circumstances. However, the
opportunity for a large family was lost with the years of
separation. During the war they remained loyal to each
other and to the cause of Independence. Clearly,
Elizabeth could have easily abandoned her husband
and returned to her old life but she held steadfast. Most
of the ladies were not released until after Bannockburn
in 1314. Isobel remained under house arrest in England
for additional years. After Elizabeth reunited with Robert,
the succession remained uncertain as the first two
children were daughters, Matilda and Margaret. Two
boys were then born, possibly twins, but John died, and
fortunately David lived to adulthood. David married
twice but had no children. Elizabeth died after his
delivery, never having recovered her strength, possibly
due to a delayed post-partum hemorrhage.
Bruce’s first wife, Isobel of Mar had one daughter,
Marjorie, who married Walter the Steward. The histories
state that in the ninth month of Marjorie’s pregnancy,
she was thrown from her horse and she died coincident
with the delivery. Her baby survived, a son, Robert II
who succeeded the throne after David II.
The Bruce also had six natural children, variously
reported as three girls and three boys. The tradition was
to consider natural children as accepted, but without
the right of inheritance.

Christine MacRourie of Gamoran
In the winter of 1306, as an outlaw, Robert fled to
the western isles. Here he had the support of the
MacDonalds and met Christina MacRourie. She was the
only daughter and heir of Alan MacRourie of Garmoran,
and a woman of immense power. She held lands and
men in Knoydart, Moidart, Arisaig, Rum, Eigg, Uist, Barra,
and Gigha. She was kin to Robert as the widow of
Donald of Mar, younger brother of the Earl of Mar, who
was also first husband of Robert’s sister, Christina, and
brother of his first wife. Her domain was part of Western
Isles alliance which included Angus Og MacDonald,
then known as Lord of the Isles.
She escorted Robert through the Isles, making
introductions, fortifying his spirit and replenishing his
resolve with men, money and ships.
Robert with men from
Christina
and
the
MacDonalds, returned
to Rathlin and by 1307
were prepared for a
renewed
fight.
Both
Angus Og and Christina
remained Robert’s fast
friends.
 Castle Tioram, Seat of
the MacDonalds
In his final quiet years, Robert built a manor house
in Cardross a Gaelic-speaking area which is now
located in the West.
At the time of King Robert I,
Cardross was located on the River Leven which is now
the village of Renton. Bingham suggests that he wished
to maintain contact with his own Gaelic ancestry and
also that he wished his descendants to do so as well.
“It is in truth not for glory, nor riches, nor honours that we
are fighting, but for freedom alone, which no honest
man gives up but with life itself.” Declaration of
Arbroath, 1320.
Reading and references:
Caroline Bingham. Robert the Bruce Constable,London 1998

Marjory, Countess of Carrick, pgs 28-30, 50.

Elizabeth de Burgh, pg 103, 293.

Isobel MacDuff, pg 125, 239

Christine MacRourie, pg 297
Swift, Helen, Women of Scotland, Creativia, 2013 (Kindle Book)

Isobel MacDuff, loc 272-290.
Nigel Tranter's The Bruce Trilogy, is of course fiction, but well
researched and is an excellent resource for bringing
the personalities to life.
Bruce, William. The Women in the Life of King Robert I, Blue Lion,
May 2009.
And a living legacy at the Home of the Bruce’s,
Broomhall House: https://www.broomhallhouse.com/

The
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Tributes & Recognition
Rex Bruce turns 90!!!
90th

9th.

Rex Bruce’s
Birthday July
First he blows
out the candles and then the speech to all
began. He had a Grand Ole Time. Rex was a key
founder of Bruce International in 1984.

Mackenzie Bruce – 2017 FOBI
Scholarship Award Experience
I would like to take the time to thank the
Family of Bruce International for the scholarship
that allowed me to study around the world!
This past spring I went on a Travel Course
through the University of Michigan’s Taubman
College of Architecture and Urban Planning
where I am earning my Master of Architecture. I
was able to travel through Portugal, Morocco,
Spain, Italy and France on this trip. This scholarship
helped fund a trip that broadened my horizons to
different cultures around the world, and I was able
to track cultural transference through architecture
along the Iberian Peninsula. Learning about the
way these styles and cultures have mixed and
grown across Europe has helped me understand
how this process has happened all around the
world, creating the environment in which we live
today.

Member Jacqueline Bruce is
presenting a Scottish Heritage
Program in Tarpon Springs Florida in
January 2019!!! See link below for more information

Flowers of the Forest
Charles F. Bruce, III –
December 23, 1959 – June 14, 2018

Chuck was the Northeast Commissioner for the
Name and Family of Bruce and resided in
Portland Maine.

In addition to his Family of Bruce activities
as Commissioner and host of the Bruce tent at
the Maine Highland Games, he was an Eagle
Scout and a proud third-degree Master Mason
of the Orient Lodge #13 of Thomaston, Maine,
a thirty-second degree Scottish Rite Mason of
the Valley of Rockland, and Thrice Potent
Master Recipient of the Daniel Carter Beard
Masonic Scouting Award.
The names below are Life Members that FOBI has
learned recently have passed.
Robert Kurth - 1997
Mr. Robert Karrick – 2002
Mr. Tony Fine – 2008
Mrs. G. Leslie Britton – 2011
Olive N. Bump - 2013
Martha Blick – 2013
Mrs. William R. Carson – 2014
Mr. T. Bruce Smith, II – 2015
Mrs. Allison W. Codington – 2009
Mr. John Kane, II – 2017

http://tarponarts.org/event/jacqueline-bruce-presentsheritage-celebration-scotland-song/
The
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See Page 12 for more information on the
Life Member Contact Review

2018 Annual General Meeting
At this time each year, many Bruces
come from across the USA to join their Bruce
family members to celebrate their Bruce and
Scottish heritage for the weekend of October
20 - 21 at the Stone Mountain Highland
Games.
On Saturday, October 20, the
Annual General Meeting (AGM) for the Family
of Bruce International USA will be held at 1pm
in the Clan tent at Stone Mountain Park. All
are welcomed to join this meeting and the
agenda is packed full of interesting topics!!!

2018 Officer Nominations
President Nomination
Don is a life member of Family of Bruce
International USA and has been a member of
FOBII and Bruce International since 2001. He
has been head of the Charitable Operations
Committee of FOBII since 2005 and Vice
President since 2008. He is also Past President
of the Minnesota St. Andrew's Society.

14TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AGENDA:
FAMILY OF BRUCE INTERNATIONAL, USA
Saturday, October 20, 2018 1:00 pm
Stone Mountain State Park – Georgia,
at the Stone Mountain Highland Games
Donald Bruce, Vice President, Presiding
1. Call to order. General announcements
and introductions. (Don)
2. Welcome from the President. (William)
3. Greetings from Lord Elgin & his lieutenant.
(Allen)
4. Greetings from the High Commissioner.
(Richard)
5. Reports:
a. The Secretary’s Report. (Polly)
b. The Treasurer’s Report. (Robert)
c. The Operations Officer’s Report- Game
Season. (Rodney)
d. The “Blue Lion” Editor’s Report. (Deb)
e. The “Charitable Operations” Report. (Don)

6. President’s report and address (William)
7. Election: Presided by William Bruce,
Retiring President
President – two year term
Vice-President – two year term
At Large – one year term
8. New president’s remarks
9. Further business (if any)
10. Meeting adjourned until October, 2019.
Note to attendees: We are able to reserve the meeting
tent for one hour only. In that time we
have much to attend to. Please be patient as we must
move through the agenda as quickly as possible. Thank
you.
The

He is married to Kathy and they have two
adult sons, Charles and Andrew, and two
grandsons, Hayden, 10, and Lachlan, 1, with a
third grandson on the way in January. Don
and Kathy were in Scotland in 2006 for the
coronation celebration that year, and they
brought their sons and daughter-in-law,
Shelby, to the Bannockburn celebration in
2014. Don is retired as of January this year
after 38 years as an attorney, the last 31 of
which were as an attorney with the Dakota
County Attorney’s Office, where he worked in
the areas of child protection and civil
commitments.
When he is not involved in Scottish
activities,
Don
likes
to
be
skiing, biking, traveling
with
Kathy,
and
spending time with his family. Now that he is
retired, he hopes to have a lot more time to
be involved in all those things, and will have
much more time to devote to FOBII.
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2018 Officer Nominations (continued)
Vice-President
Robert James Bruce
Robert has been a member of the Family
of Bruce International USA since 2010 and
most recently has been the Treasurer for FOBI.
He is currently the Chief Operations Officer for
the Prevention and Health Promotion
Administration in the Maryland Department of
Health. In his spare time he does charity
work as the Treasurer of the Lions Club
International, and he is a Past Grand Knight
and current Financial Secretary of the Knights
of Columbus. He also helps his father run the
family business, Bruce's Supply Company, a
local hardware store that his family has
operated in Linthicum, Maryland for 65 years.

When he is not involved in these activities,
Robert likes to read, play duck pin bowling,
and travel with his wife Rachel.

At-Large Board Member
Gerald Cousins, Sr.
My son Jay talked to us about attending
our first Highland Games in Williamsburg
Virginia in 2006 after he did some research on
Bruce Family history. My mother’s last name
was Bruce and my son (Jay) traced our family
history back to 1640 to George Bruce in
Virginia. So we attended our first Highland

The

Games in 2006 in Williamsburg Virginia when
the FOBI was the honored clan. I had a
chance to meet and have dinner with the
officers and members of FOBI but also met
Charles, Lord Bruce and his son from Scotland.
We have all been hooked since then and
became members of FOBI in 2007. We hosted
our first game in October of 2007 at the
Richmond Highland Games. In 2010 I was
given
the
honor
of
becoming
the
Commissioner of Virginia.

Two years ago I had the privilege for the
first time to serve as a board member for FOBI.
I hope I will get that opportunity again in the
upcoming year. I have seen the hard work
and dedication that all members in the past
and present puts in to keep our organization
going and growing each year. I would like to
thank everyone in the FOBI for all you do
each year.
My wife Debbie and I have 2 sons and 5
grandkids and our 6th grandchild should be
here in October. I worked for Altria for over 30
years before retiring in 2009. I believe that
there are 4 things that will get you through life,
God, Family, Country and pray daily.
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Committee Updates
Membership Committee
Polly Bruce Tilford
The Family of Bruce International warmly
welcomes new members who have recently
joined!!!

“Ceud Mile Failte”
(One hundred Thousand Welcomes in Scots Gaelic)

NEW MEMBERS:
Illinois – Martha Zimmerman
2019 Annual Member $25.00 Fee
Reminder…
Due –January 1, 2019
Polly Bruce Tilford,
5561 Earl Young Rd.,
Bloomington, IN 47408

Thank you!

Life Member Contact Information Review
The Membership Chairperson, Polly Bruce Tilford,
is currently reviewing the contact information for Life
Members she has not heard from recently. In doing
this, she has learned much information from these
members including the names of family members
who have now passed away. These names will be
included in the Flowers of the Forest recognition in
the next issues of the Blue Lion.

2018
Family of Bruce International
Scholarship
Application Due date is
December 31, 2018

but recommended to send by November 30
In May 2017, FOBII was proud to announce to
the membership of Family of Bruce International, Inc,
the establishment of a scholarship as part of the
charitable operations of our organization. For quite
some time, our board has been in discussion
concerning the wider dissemination of the funds we
have at hand which are designated for charitable
work.
This is, of course, in line with our IRS
identification as a 501c3 not for profit charitable
The

organization. The 1st scholarship was awarded in
2017 to Mackenzie Bruce who is a graduate student
in architecture at the University of Michigan. Here is
what you all should know about this scholarship.
The scholarship will be granted not more than
once in a calendar year, and for the second year
(2018) will be in the amount of $1,000. The scholarship
will be open only to members of Family of Bruce
International, which, because all of our memberships
are family memberships, include both the primary
member, spouse, and all children under the age of
18. Please note family members 18 years and older
must become individual members of the Family of
Bruce International to make an application for the
scholarship.
Applicants will be required to submit a proposal
for use of the funds in writing (not in an email), and
with all significant details, to the FOBII Board, who,
acting as a committee of the whole, will make the
final decision as to who will be the successful
applicant. Application in writing must be made by
December 31, 2018. Funds granted as part of this
scholarship may be used only for tuition and other
institutional fees of an accredited college, university,
or other established and trusted academic/cultural
organization of high standing. Priority will be given to
those applicants whose study is focused on, or is
clearly linked with, Scottish history and culture, and
particularly with the history and culture of the Family
of Bruce. Other academic ventures may also be
considered.
Regular reports to the FOBII Board, on the
progress of their study will be required of successful
applicants.
Requirements Summary:

Family members 18 years of age and older must
become individual members of the Family of Bruce
International to make an application for the scholarship

Application/proposal must be made in writing (no
email) and received no later than December 31, 2018, but
it is recommended to get it in by November 30, 2018. Any
application received after December 31 will not be
considered.

Funds will be used only for tuition and other
institutional fees of an accredited college, university, or
other
established
and
trusted
academic/cultural
organization of high standing and will be credited directly
to that student’s account at that institution.

Please mail your written proposal to William Bruce,
FOBII President, 5556 27th Ave., So., Minneapolis,
MN 55417-1934.
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Gifts and Merchandise!!!!
Are you starting to think about gifts for your
beloved Scottish family member or friend??
Please see our inventory below!!!
Also remember that memberships make great
gifts!
http://www.familyofbruce.org/merch.htm.
You can order these items using the order
form on the other side of page!!!

SHIRTS –
Green Bruce T-shirt with quote from the Declaration of
Arbroath on the back. Sizes Small to 3XL – $18.00 ($15 +
$3 shipping)

BOOKS –
Front

The Elgins – 1766-1917 – by Sydney Checkland. Period

history of the Earls of Elgin, their families, and Broomhall.
$20.00 ($20 + $2 shipping)

reduced price

Epic Order of the Seven – by Jenny Cote

Series of books for children through adult about Max, the
Scottish Terrier and a French cat named Liz. Order using
the following website at
http://www.epicorderoftheseven.com/ In the Cart, type
BRUCE in the Group Code. 25% at will be donated to the
Family of Bruce International – payment processed through
PayPal.
Due to new ordering process, please email
ann@epicorderoftheseven.com to indicate you have
placed an order for the Bruce Code…. Thanks!

Bannockburn 700th T-shirt
T-Shirts with the new Bruce Badge screen
printed on the front and the new
Bannockburn design on the back) Black
Sizes – Small – XX-Large. $25.00 ($22 + $3
shipping)
Back of Shirt

Robert the Bruce King of Scots T-shirt
T-Shirts with the Robert the Bruce – King of
Scots screen printed on the front Black
Sizes – Youth Med and Large –
Adult Large – XL – XX-Large – XXX-Large.
$25.00 ($22 + $3 shipping)

OTHER ITEMS –
Tote Bag –
$14.99

$14.99

Back

$21 ($18 +$3 shipping)

$15.99

Great for all Kids
Natural Color

DVDs –
The 700th Anniversary of The Enthronement of Robert
Bruce. The DVD contains footage of the events on Sunday,
March 26, 2006. You will hear the incredible music and an
upfront view of the church service at St. John’s Kirk, and the
Ceremony of Acclaim and events at Scone Palace. The
DVD is approx. two hours long. $21.00 ($20.00 + $1.00
shipping)

Bruce Family History – DVD version. Family of Bruce Video

Bruce Badges/Pin –

$5.00
Family of Bruce Note Cards & Bookmark – with
Bruce Modern Tartan

was produced in 1974 by our Chief, the Earl of Elgin and
Kincardine to mark the 700th anniversary of the birth of King
Robert I. This is a very fine exposition of the history of our
Family, and should be in the collection of every Bruce.
$21.00 ($20 + $1 shipping)
Also available as a VHS video for $10.00

The
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Cards $1.00 each with matching
envelopes – Heather (shown), Thistle,
Scottie Dog –
Christmas Cards –Angel, & Bell

reduced price

Family of Bruce International USA – Merchandise Order Form

S

Name:

Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors and Commissioners

Address:

ITEM

QTY

SIZE (if
applicable)

COLOR

PRICE EACH

(if applicable)
Chief Commissioners

GreenThe
Arbroath
T Shirt
Green
Right
Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine,
Sizes available S – M – L –
Broomhall, Dunfermline, Scotland
XL – XXL - XXXL

SHIPPING
EACH

TOTAL EACH
ITEM

$3.00
KT, $15.00
LLD, DLitt, DL,
JP

Please separately list
quantity and sizes

Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors

700 BannockburnVice
T-Shirt
President
President
Sizes available
S Don
– M Bruce,
– L – FSA Scot
William P. Bruce,
FSA Scot
th Ave.,
XL
– XXLSo.
5556 27
1051 Eagle Ridge Trail
Minneapolis, MN
Stillwater, MN
55417-1934
55082
Robert the Bruce King of
william@familyofbruce.org don@familyofbruce.org
th

Scots T-shirt

Past President Board Member
Sizes
available:
John
Carlisle,
FSA Scot
Adult
Large
– XL
– XX-Large –
4912
John
Ticer
Drive
XXX-LargeVA 22304
Alexandria,
Youth Med and Large
johnwcarlisle@verizon.net

Secretary
Polly Bruce Tilford
5561 Earl Young Rd.,
Bloomington, IN
47408
n/a
polly@familyofbruce.org

At-Large Board Member
Gerald Cousins, Sr.
144 Hazelwood Dr.
Aylet, VA 23009
4uskins57@gmail.com

Treasurer
$22.00
$3.00 Operations Officer
Robert James Bruce
Rodney Bruce
500 Tussey Fork Rd.
504 Sudbury Rd.
Greenup, KY
Linthicum, MD
41144
21090
Black
gkints@juno.com
robertjamesbruce78@gmail.com

Black

Adult -

$3.00

Lieutenant to the Chief
High Commissioner
Thomas Allen Bruce $22.00
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot
PO Box 924
83 Maxwehunt Rd
Dahlonega, GA 30533
Holly Springs, GA 30142Youth –
$20.00 brucefsascot@yahoo.com
tabruce@windstream.net

Family of Bruce Commissioners
Tote Bag
Books

High Commissioner
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot
Dahlonega, GA

Southeast
n/a
Natural
Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot
1495 Jones Road
Roswell, GA
n/a
n/a
deb@familyofbruce.org

The Elgins 1766 – 1917
Northern California
Reduced
Price

Upper
Mid-West
$18.00
$3.00
William P. Bruce, FSA Scot
Minneapolis, MN
Deputy Commissioner
$20.00
$2.00
Don
Bruce, FSA Scot
Stillwater, MN 55082

Joel Bruce Crow
Northeast
13575 Santa Lucia Rd.
Epic Order of
the SevenCA 93422
Virginia
Charles F. Bruce, III
Atascadero,
http://www.epicorderoftheseven.com/ In the Cart, type BRUCE in the Group Code. 25% at will
Series
Gerald Cousins, Sr.
12 Lewis Lane
joel102506@yahoo.com
be donated to the Family of Bruce International – payment processed through PayPal. Due
144 Hazelwood Dr.
Great gift for children of all
Saco, ME 04072
Southern California to new ordering process, please email ann@epicorderoftheseven.com to indicate you have
Aylet, VA 23009
haleyboy1@gmail.com
ages!!!
Julie Goldsworth, FSAplaced
Scot an order for the Bruce Code…. Thanks!
4uskins57@gmail.com
Texas
14791 Athel Ave
DVD
At-Large
Vizi Bruce Lange-Caldwell
Irvine, CA 92606
Bruce
Family History
$1.00
n/a
n/a
Rex $20.00
A. BruceDVD
1656 Hamblen
Rd.
goldjulie@aol.com
Bloomington,
IN
Kingwood, TX 77339-4023
$10.00
VHS
Colorado
vizilange@gmail.com
Australia Representative
J. Bruce of
700thRobert
Anniversary
Oklahoma
Christopher
1652 Glencoe
n/a
n/a
$20.00 R. Bruce$1.00
the Enthronement
MarLo Alexander
29 George St.
Denver, CO 80220
of Robert
Bruce
113 N. W. Ramblewood Rd.
Greenwich, Sidney, NSW
92900hab@comcast.net
Bartlesville, OK 74003
Australia 2065
Bruce Badge/Pin
$ 5.00
$.00
mcua1971@gmail.com
debruis69@hotmail.com
New Rectangle

Bruce Note Cards
$1.00
Chief’s Personal Representative and Honorary Member - Duncan A.
Bruce, FSA Scot$.00
The
Reduced Price
Editor
Blue Lion – Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot
from $2.75 to $1.00
Webmaster – Thomas B. Bruce
Family of Bruce International is a non-profit organization established
to create
and promote
kinship amongst
its family members
encourage
TOTAL
$ AMOUNT
INCLUDING
SHIPPING
$ and to.00
interest in the Family of Bruce and its history. Membership is open to persons interested in their Scottish heritage and especially those who qualify
by surname, by descent, or by recognized septs:
Carlisle, Carruthers, Crosby, Randolph, and Stenhouse. It is the only such organization
recognized by the
hereditary chief of
the Name
of Bruce, The
Right
Honorable
the Earl
of Elgin
and and
Kincardine.
Merchandise
can
be ordered
by
sending
this
order
form
a check payable to

Family
Bruce
Inc. to: activities, events, scholarships, and continual
Mission Statement: To promote, honor, and preserve
ourof
Scottish
and International,
Bruce heritage by sponsoring
communication through the E-Magazine and website. We will therefore, provide educational information, tributes to our history and ancestors, and
Mrs. Polly
Bruce
thereby attract Bruces and Septs into the enjoyment and celebration
of our
familialTilford
relationships.
5561 Earl Young Road

Crest*: A lion statant with tail extended Bloomington,
Azure, armed and
langued Gules.
IN 47408
Telephone
(812)
336-5574
Arms*: Or, a saltire and chief Gules, on a canton Argent a lion rampant Azure.
Motto: Fuimus – We have been.
* The Crest and Arms belong to the Chief and can only be used by him.
The

Use of the Crest surrounded by a buckled belt is acceptable.
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Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors and Commissioners

Chief Commissioners
The Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, KT, LLD, DLitt, DL, JP
Broomhall, Dunfermline, Scotland
Family of Bruce International Officers & Board of Directors
President
William P. Bruce, FSA Scot
5556 27th Ave., So.
Minneapolis, MN
55417-1934
william@familyofbruce.org

Vice President
Don Bruce, FSA Scot
1051 Eagle Ridge Trail
Stillwater, MN
55082
bruce1051@comcast.net

Past President Board Member
John Carlisle, FSA Scot
4912 John Ticer Drive
Alexandria, VA 22304
johnwcarlisle@verizon.net

Secretary
Polly Bruce Tilford
5561 Earl Young Rd.,
Bloomington, IN
47408
polly@familyofbruce.org

At-Large Board Member
Gerald Cousins, Sr.
144 Hazelwood Dr.
Aylet, VA 23009
4uskins57@gmail.com

Treasurer
Robert James Bruce
504 Sudbury Rd.
Linthicum, MD
21090
robertjamesbruce78@gmail.com

Lieutenant to the Chief
Thomas Allen Bruce, FSA Scot
PO Box 924
Holly Springs, GA 30142
tabruce@windstream.net

Operations Officer
Rodney Bruce
500 Tussey Fork Rd.
Greenup, KY
41144
gkints@juno.com

High Commissioner
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot
83 Maxwehunt Rd
Dahlonega, GA 30533
brucefsascot@yahoo.com

Family of Bruce Commissioners
High Commissioner
Richard Bruce, FSA Scot
Dahlonega, GA

Southeast
Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot
1495 Jones Road
Roswell, GA
deb@familyofbruce.org

Northern California
Joel Bruce Crow
13575 Santa Lucia Rd.
Atascadero, CA 93422
joel102506@yahoo.com

Northeast
Vacant
Texas
Vizi Bruce Lange-Caldwell
1656 Hamblen Rd.
Kingwood, TX 77339-4023
vizilange@gmail.com

Southern California
Julie Goldsworth, FSA Scot
14791 Athel Ave
Irvine, CA 92606
goldjulie@aol.com

Oklahoma
MarLo Alexander
113 N. W. Ramblewood Rd.
Bartlesville, OK 74003
mcua1971@gmail.com

Colorado
Robert J. Bruce
1652 Glencoe
Denver, CO 80220
92900hab@comcast.net

Upper Mid-West
William P. Bruce, FSA Scot
Minneapolis, MN
Deputy Commissioner
Don Bruce, FSA Scot
Stillwater, MN 55082
Virginia
Gerald Cousins, Sr.
144 Hazelwood Dr.
Aylet, VA 23009
4uskins57@gmail.com
At-Large
Rex A. Bruce
Bloomington, IN

Australia Representative
Christopher R. Bruce
29 George St.
Greenwich, Sidney, NSW
Australia 2065
debruis69@hotmail.com
The role of Commissioner is not directly affiliated with Family of Bruce International. It is a designation as a
Representative of the Name of Bruce as authorized by the Chief or under his delegated authority.
Chief’s Personal Representative and Honorary Member - Duncan A. Bruce, FSA Scot
The
Editor
Blue Lion – Deborah Bruce Gottlieb, FSA Scot
Webmaster – Thomas B. Bruce
Family of Bruce International is a non-profit organization established to create and promote kinship amongst its family members and to encourage
interest in the Family of Bruce and its history. Membership is open to persons interested in their Scottish heritage and especially those who qualify
by surname, by descent, or by recognized septs:
Carlisle, Carruthers, Crosby, Randolph, and Stenhouse. It is the only such organization
recognized by the hereditary chief of the Name of Bruce, The Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine.
Mission Statement: To promote, honor, and preserve our Scottish and Bruce heritage by sponsoring activities, events, scholarships, and continual
communication through the E-Magazine and website. We will therefore, provide educational information, tributes to our history and ancestors, and
thereby attract Bruces and Septs into the enjoyment and celebration of our familial relationships.

Crest*: A lion statant with tail extended Azure, armed and langued Gules.
Arms*: Or, a saltire and chief Gules, on a canton Argent a lion rampant Azure.
Motto: Fuimus – We have been.
* The Crest and Arms belong to the Chief and can only be used by him.
The

Use of the Crest surrounded by a buckled belt is acceptable.
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Broomhall House original design

___
Family of Bruce International, Inc.
1495 Jones Road
Roswell, GA 30075

Broomhall is a significant building in the
history of Scottish architecture and one of
Scotland’s grandest houses. It has been a
private family home for more than 300 years
and continues to be lived in, cherished and
cared for by the family of King Robert the
Bruce.
The house began life in 1702, during the
time of the Stuart dynasty, built to designs by Sir
William Bruce, and set within a working estate
of around 2,500 acres.
The original house was rebuilt in 1766 by
John Adam, the architect of Dumfries House. In
1798, Broomhall was redesigned and enlarged
by Thomas Harrison as a prototype for the
Greek revival movement. In the hands of
subsequent architects, the genesis of its design
would
widely
influence
contemporary
architectural form and the decorative arts.

Broomhall House today

The house was finally completed in 1865
during the reign of Queen Victoria, when a
portico was added to the north front by the
architect Charles Heath Wilson, a founding
director of the Glasgow School of Art.
https://www.broomhallhouse.com/our-home/

The
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